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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

Monday 4th December INSET day-school closed to 
pupils 

Wednesday 13th December Advent Service 6pm 

Thursday 21st December—Last Day of Term 

CHRISTMAS HAMPERS 
Christmas is nearly here! As part of our Advent 
celebrations this year we have chosen to work with the 
Catholic Church of ‘Mary Immaculate and St Gregory the 
Great’ in High Barnet (Diocese of Westminster) as our 
Christmas act of charity.  We are asking every year 
group to provide goods for at least three hampers, 
which will then be distributed through the church to 
local families in need this Christmas.  Your child/ren will 
receive information from their Heads of Year and Form 
Tutors about what items they should bring in, but each 
hamper should include: Christmas cake, Christmas 
pudding, mince pies, Christmas crackers, a tin of 
chocolates, individual chocolates (chocolate coins/lollies 
etc), sweets, box/tin of biscuits, small cakes (yule logs/
jam tarts etc) soft drinks. We would very much 
appreciate your donations. 
You will also see elsewhere in the newsletter our other 
charity events taking place over the Advent weeks. 
 
Please remind all students that throughout Advent there 
will be “2 minutes for Jesus” in the Chapel at 2pm every 
day. 

YEAR 8 FOOTBALL 

The Year 8 boys football team played  against London 
Academy in the quarter-final of the Barnet Schools’ 
Cup on Monday 27th, with a great match despite 
poor conditions.  Man of the Match, Marcel Adams 
Sackey, scored a hat-trick with goals also coming 
from Ajani Giscombe and Chukwuemeka Ogbuehi, to 
book a semi-final place for BD with the final score  5-
1.  Well done to all the players! 

PENNY COLLECTIONS

Every day throughout Advent there will be penny 
collections on the gate raising money for the Catholic 
Children Society!
Bring in all spare change to donate!!

SPIRITUAL MATTERS —ADVENT 
The Month of Remembrance is over. We have remembered 
all those who have died—known or unknown to us. Year 7 
have settled as if born to be here. Growth is evident in every 
aspect, as I’m sure you have noticed. The generosity of our 
students in working for those less fortunate is a delight to 
my heart. 
And so we come to the Holy Season of Advent.  It is a great 
moment of and for HOPE! Hope that the promise of God will 
be fulfilled, hope for an end to hatred, violence and war; an 
end to injustice where those who have get more and those 
who do not have get even less.  What I would love, though I 
won’t get it from Santa, is an end to inequality. If that could 
come gift-wrapped! What a joy. Recognizing that we are all 
God’s children and therefore equal and therefore 
responsible for one another. 
Peace can only come about when we live the truth. Our 
world is breaking up with tension between East and West, 
North and South. We are God’s children and stewards of this 
kingdom which is his.  We are responsible for this planet and 
everything and everyone on it. It is not ours to break but 
ours to make! 
Could we make an extra effort this Christmas and New Year 
to be more “merciful” with each other to “make this world a 
single family”. I pray we can. 
Every blessing to you and yours throughout his Holy Season 
and the rest of this School Year. 
 
Fr Kevin Ryan, S.X.  
Chaplain 
 

We a r  a  Ch r i s t ma s  

J u mp e r  

Da y  (£ 1)

Fr i d a y  15 t h

De c e mb e r
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WORDS OF THE WEEK 

THIS WEEK’S TOP EPRAISE 

WINNERS 

Year 7: Brendan Anderson (7Ward) (+40) 

Year 8: Kwadwo Addo (8 More) (+45)  

Year 9: Nada Alfadli (9 Ward) (+45)  

Year 10: Giorgia Serban (10 Fisher) & 
Amber Rayner (10 Fisher) (+40) 

Year 11: Rashana Dindial-Stevens (11 
Fisher) & Kuba Demko (11 Fisher) (+35) 

Year 12: Nima Hashemi (12 All Saints) 
(+30) 

Year 13:  Mahlei Simpson-Miles (13 Line) 
(+35) 

Monday- Impetus (noun): something that makes a process 

or activity happen or happen more quickly; a moving force: 

 The grant for building the opera house gave impetus to the city's 
cultural life. 

 Towards the end of the race the athlete began some of her 
impetus. 

Tuesday- Vociferous (adjective): expressing feelings or 

opinions in a very loud or forceful way:  

 The decision to build the tower block was made over 
vociferous objections.  

 The fans were vociferous in their praise for the winning 
team.  

Wednesday – Exuberant (adjective): full of energy, 

excitement, and cheerfulness 

 The children were exuberant at the end of term: 

 His exuberant personality makes him fun to be around.  

 Exuberant crowds rushed to greet the returning national 
champions.  

Thursday – Aficionados (noun): a person who is very 

knowledgeable and enthusiastic about an activity, subject, or pastime; If 
someone is an aficionado of something, they like it and know a lot about 
it: 

 I happen to be an aficionado of the opera, and I love art 
museums. 

 I am not an aficionado of modern music, I think it’s too loud and I 
can’t hear the lyrics! 

Friday- Intrinsic (adjective): belonging to the essential 

nature or constitution of a thing  or person. An example of intrinsic 
is a mother's love for her child: 

 Exercise and a healthy diet are intrinsic to well-being. 

 Generosity was an intrinsic part of her nature. 
. 

 

Maths Challenge

Can you find 5 numbers such that all the 
following conditions are true?

Mode = 6 Median = 6 
Mean = 6 Range = 8

There are 3 possibilities

Maths Challenge - Solution

3,4,6,6,11
or

2,6,6,6,10
or    

1,6,6,8,9

YEAR 11 FOOTBALL 

It was another cold day for football as the Year 11 
team took on St James this week.  Missing several 
key players through illness and injury they never-
theless gave it their all and battled back from 2– 0 
down to make it 2-1 at half time.  It wasn’t to be 
their day however, as the final score stood at 5-2 
with 2 late goals for St James.  It was a brave per-
formance from the team and in particular from 
Patryk Rosak, who made some great saves in 
goal, and our new member Teodor Vizireanu. 

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/know
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/lot
http://www.wordthink.com/intrinsic/


 

 

Pupil Progress FAQs 
This week you will have received your child’s progress information following the school’s Pupil Progress 1 assessment 

point. A number of questions have arisen from the government’s changes to assessment at both KS3 and KS4.  A few 

of the more common questions will be addressed here.  

How does the grading system at KS3 work? 

The grading system for students in year 7 and 8 is based around the national standards of how the government expects 

pupils to achieve.  The diagram below shows what our grades mean. 

   

 

 

What do the different grades mean? 

The Target Grade is the minimum grade we would anticipate a pupil to attain at the end of the academic year. We 

would expect that all pupils should be trying to exceed this grade.  The Current Grade is the level at which your child is 

working at the moment and the Predicted Grade is what their teacher expects them to achieve by the end of the year.   

How are KS3 Target Grades set? 

Target Grades are set based on KS2 results and CATs tests taken when the pupil enters the school. 

Will a pupil have different Target Grades in year 7 and 8? 

A student will have the same target grade in year 7 and year 8.  However, the expectations for that pupil will be higher 

in year 8 than in year 7 so that to achieve the same grade they will have to make one level of progress.  For example, if 

a student has a Target Grade of a C in year 7, they will be expected to achieve a Grade C in Year 8 that will be the 

equivalent of a Grade B in year 7. 

 

How does the grading system at KS4 work? 

Students in year 9, 10 and 11 will be graded mostly using the new 9-1 GCSE scheme, although there may be some 

subjects that still use the old A*-G system.  Please see the guidance below for a comparison of the old and new grading 

structures.  BTEC grades remain the same.  Students studying BTEC courses will be awarded Pass, Merit, Distinction 

or Distinction*.   

 

A   Working AT MASTERY OF National Standard 

B   Working ABOVE National Standard 

C   Working AT National Standard 

D   Working TOWARDS National Standard 

E   Working BELOW National Standard 
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How do Target Grades work at KS4? 

Students are set a target for the end of year 9 for each subject based on their KS2 results, or CATs scores if they 

did not have KS2 results. 

They are expected to make one grade of progress each year so their targets are upgraded for the end of year 10 

and year 11.  The year 10 target will be one grade above the year 9 target and the year 11 target will be two grades 

above their end of year 9 target. 

What does the colour coding of the Predicted Grade mean on the progress report? 

If the Predicted Grade is colour coded purple, then a pupil’s target grade will be exceeded and outstanding progress 

is being made.  If it is showing green, then they are predicted to meet their target grade and excellent progress is 

being made.  If the grade is coloured yellow then it is predicted that the target grade will not be met, but we would be 

confident that if the pupil works hard then they will meet their target by the end of the year.  If the grade is showing 

as red then they are well below target in that subject and improvement needs to be made in that area. 

New Grading Structure 

9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 U 

A* A B C D E F G U 

Old Grading Structure 
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  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Before School 
8.00-8.45am 

 Homework Sup-
port 
A1.1 
Independent 
Study 
Library 
Breakfast Club 
Hall – free break-
fast before 
8.20am 

Homework Sup-
port 
A1.1 
Independent 
Study 
Library 
Breakfast Club 
Hall – free break-
fast before 
8.20am 

Homework Sup-
port 
A1.1 
Independent 
Study 
Library 
Breakfast Club 
Hall – free break-
fast before 8.20am 

Homework Sup-
port 
A1.1 
Independent 
Study 
Library 
Breakfast Club 
Hall – free break-
fast before 
8.20am 

Lunchtime 
1.30-2pm 

 Homework Sup-
port 
A1.1 
Independent 
Study 
Library 

Homework Sup-
port 
A1.1 
Independent 
Study 
Library 
 

Homework Sup-
port 
A1.1 
Independent 
Study 
Library 

Homework Sup-
port 
A1.1 
Independent 
Study 
Library 

After School 
3.10-6pm 

 Homework Sup-
port  A1.1 (To 
4:10) 
Evening Study 
Library 
*Hot meal served 
at 5.45pm 

Homework Sup-
port  A1.1 (To 
4:10) 
Evening Study 
Library 
*Hot meal served 
at 5.45pm 

Homework Sup-
port  A1.1 (To 
4:10) 
Evening Study 
Library 
*Hot meal served 
at 5.45pm 

Homework Sup-
port  A1.1 (To 
4:10) 

EXTRA-CURRICULAR AND STUDY SUPPORT  

  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Lunchtime 
1.30-2pm 

 Fitness Club 
Fitness Suite 
Basketball 
Basketball 
Courts 
KS3 Arts Club 
T1.3 
Choir for  Years 
7 & 8 in E0.6 

Fitness Club 
Fitness Suite 
Basketball 
Basketball 
Courts 
Film Club Y7&8 
B3.2 

Fitness Club 
Fitness Suite 
Gardening Club 
S0.7 
Geography club 
for Years 7&8  
Choir for  Years 
10, 11 & Sixth 
Form in E0.6 

Fitness Club 
Fitness Suite 

After School 
3.10-4.10pm 
  

 Music practice 
Music Dept. 
 

 

Rock School 
Music Dept. 
 

Dance Club 
Dance Studio 
 
Gospel Choir 
Music Dept. 
 
 

Fitness Club 
Fitness Suite 
 
Chess Club 
S0.1 

EXTRA-CURRICULAR CLUBS—WHOLE SCHOOL: 
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