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INTRODUCTION 

Welcome back to everyone after what we hope has 
been a restful and enjoyable holiday.  
Congratulations to our Year 11 and Sixth students for 
their excellent examination results this year. We know 
you will be delighted that we secured record results for 
the second year running. 
We are very pleased to announce that Bishop Douglass 
converted to Academy status on 1st September. 
Director of Education for the Diocese of Westminster, 
JP Morrison said, “The Diocese is delighted and 
encouraged by the outstanding level of progress in 
academic performance achieved by Bishop Douglass 
Catholic School. This is testament to the hard work of 
the staff and students of the school. The move to 
academy status will benefit the community as will the 
other schools within the Cardinal Hume Trust by having 
it join them. This is a community the whole of Barnet 
should be proud of. The diocesan family of schools 
certainly are.”  
A reminder that Intervention for Years 10, 11 and Sixth 
Form and Evening Study start next week. 

 

 

FROM THE CHAPLAIN’S DESK…. 

AUTUMN TERM 2016/17 

Well, the UEFA European football 
championship, (The Euros) is just a faint 
memory, the Olympics of Rio have finished but the 
Paralympics will start shortly. Oh! And the Transfer Window is 
closed till January. [Thank you, Lord.] 
The Euros were a bit of a let-down. The team who deserved 
to win didn’t and the team who won it didn’t deserve it 
either! The Olympics proved to be a Great British success 
story and we await now the efforts of the Paralympian 
Contestants to show us how much can be achieved with hard 
work and focus and attention to detail. 
We at Bishop Douglass know all about focus and attention to 
detail.  All those sporting events I’ve mentioned highlight 
everything that has taken place this past year here in our 
School.  

The quality of the football to a large extent was 
pretty poor, dull and perhaps at times boring. 
However, having completed a busy and 
strenuous league term the players must have 
been tired resulting in lack of focus and 
determination to succeed. We can’t say that here 
in school.   
For the third year on the trot our results have 
just got better and better.  I met some of our 
students in the High Street and was almost 
blinded by the gleam coming from their smiles. I 
am just so pleased for all of them – but even 
more so for a Staff who just won’t quit and will 
continue to support and guide your children 
keeping them on task and keeping them focused 
for what lies ahead. As we listened to the 
athletes who competed in Rio this Summer I am 
not surprised at the reason for their success: 
hard work, determination, focus and support 
from their trainers and family!  
 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

Monday 12th September 
Whole School Photography Day. 

Wednesday 14th September 
Year 11 ‘Up the Ante’ 

Wednesday 21st September 
Year 7 Cheese & Wine 

Thursday 29th September 
Open Morning Tours 9:30am. 
Open Evening 5:30pm—8:00pm. 

Thursday 10th November 
Target Setting Day 

Wednesday 16th November 
Year 11 into Sixth Form Evening 

Wednesday 23rd November 
Sixth Form Parents Evening 

Thursday 22nd December 
Last Day of Term 

Continues overleaf 
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I well remember when Mr. Tissot came and he 
invited everyone to share and express our desires 
and aims for the School, I used those famous words 
of Jean-Luc Piccard from Star Trek: “Make it so!”  I 
think the time spent in wrap speed has taken us 
beyond our imaginings, or maybe not,  as the classic 
song goes: “we’ve only just begun...” Thank you 
“Captain Tissot” for making it possible! 
Yes indeed, we begin this New Year filled with hope 
and filled with longing, remembering that together 
we can! Are you ready for this magical mystery 
tour? Let us all “make it so.” 

Every blessing to you and yours, 
Fr. Kevin  

A record number of medals was achieved this 
summer in Rio. Same with us in BD - highest record 
ever to date: allow me to share this:  
“GCSE 5 A*-C (including English and Maths) results 
have risen to 74%. The A Level pass rate has been 
maintained at 99% and we wish all our pupils who 
have gone off to University all the very best for the 
future.”   Mrs Henderson, Deputy Headteacher. 
Yes, and from the Governors of our School who 
themselves give us so much help and support and 
who themselves DESERVE a huge vote of thanks: 
"Please offer my grateful thanks to the staff for their 
hard work and efforts.  
Many more congratulations to all the pupils for their 
diligence and efforts." 
Mike Veal, Chair of Governors 
"Congratulations to students and staff on these great 
results. I am really pleased." 
Anne O'Shea, Deputy Chair of Governors 
 "Congratulations to all the students for their results 
which could not have been achieved without the 
dedication and the generous time given by the 
teachers - great effort, well rewarded." 
Nigel Wisden, Foundation Governor 
 
Oh, wait a minute! These comments are about last 
year! We are starting a new year NOW! So as you 
send your children back to school you can rest 
assured that they are in the safest and best hands 
possible. With your help and your support as Parents, 
we promise that we will continue doing and playing 
our part in developing your children into the most 
happy and developed individuals ready and fit for all 
the tasks that will confront them in the years ahead. 
Together we can and together we will make a 
difference.  
 
In a world filled with violence of all kinds we show 
our community that with our Gospel values and 
school ethos that harmony is possible. Living our 
gospel values we show that people who are 
“different” can live and work together. People of 
different backgrounds, faiths, creeds and ethnic 
origins can live as a single family: working, playing 
and praying together.  We have a common goal: to 
make this world a better place by being the best we 
can be as we strive for excellence. It is a pursuit 
worth aiming for!  

SPIRITUALITY MATTERS 

“Anyone who comes to me without hating father, mother, wife, 
children, brothers, sisters, yes and his own life too, cannot be 
my disciple”  

(Luke 14: 22) 
In last week’s Gospel given by Luke, we are given an 
example of how Jesus wants us to treat others. We 
should not go through life hating those we were made 
to love. No matter how infuriating our co-workers can 
be, how stressful our parents are, how hypocritical our 
friends can be, we are made to love everyone. It is 
through this love that we will gain strength through 
Jesus Christ, fulfilling our Catholic mission in His name. 
Let us remember this upcoming week to grace 
everyone in our company with the love we receive 
from God Almighty.  

DIFFICULTY  = 

MATHS CHALLENGE QUESTION: 

What do the numbers on a phone keypad multiplied 
together equal to? 

ANSWER: 

THE SOLUTION TO THIS WEEK’S MATHS 

CHALLENGE WILL BE POSTED IN NEXT 

WEEK’S NEWSLETTER. 
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PRIZE GIVING EVENT 

On the 14th July 140 outstanding students and their 
families gathered to celebrate the significant effort 
and achievement at Bishop Douglass School during 
the 2015-16 academic year.  
The prestigious event was attended by special guest 

speaker Mr Mike Freer, MP for Golders Green and 

Finchley as well as Governors form the school and 

our Chaplain, Fr Kevin Ryan. The evening consisted 

of a video montage highlighting the key events of 

the year, subject presentations for effort and 

attainment,  and speeches from our VIP guest Mike 

Freer, Mr Tissot and Marth-MIllie Mapanzu and 

Misan Boyo our Head Girl and Boy. Special mention  

needs to go to Maximillian Walczak and the year 8 

vocal group made up of Elisha Chan, Tyri Denis, 

Shania Gordon, Jemima Idikayi and Emmanuel 

Nyoni, who entertained the crowd of 400 with their 

fantastic musical recitals. The event culminated in 

the sharing of light refreshments in the Art Gallery 

that displayed work from this years GCSE and A 

Level students.  

The quality of the work on display is a testament to 

the hard work and commitment shown by the 

students at Bishop Douglass who are clearly living 

up to the school's moto of in their pursuit of 

excellence.  Congratulations to all of the award 

winners and their families - we are sure that you 

are as proud of their efforts as we are. 

Mrs Nelson 

Pictures of students receiving awards from    

Sister Frances Cullen and Mrs Anne O’Shea. 

Monday: Plethora (noun): Meaning an 
extreme excess of, an oversupply. 
 
Tuesday: Reproach (verb): To express 
criticism towards/admonish/tell off. 
 
Wednesday: Obstinate (adjective): Re-
sistance to guidance or discipline. 
 
Thursday: Glitch (noun): A fault or defect 
in a machine or system. 
 
Friday: Inveigh (verb): To speak against 

something in a passionate and hostile way. 

WORDS OF THE WEEK 
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What a day of events it proved to be. From the very first 

running event it was clear that there was a real 

excitement building on and off the track as students 

made their way to their different events. With 14 

different events across all athletic disciplines and a total 

of 96 competitions separate competition, this really was 

a fantastic showcase of the students abilities and 

fortitude. The day was memorable for reflecting true 

Olympian values of respect, excellence and friendships. 

Mr O’Brien 

SPORTS DAY 2016 

As the rain continued to pour on the evening of 

Tuesday 12th July, there was little to suggest anything 

other than a potential wash out for 13th July Sports Day 

2016. Despite this looming threat of a down pour, the 

PE team spent Tuesday evening prepping and 

organising for the day’s event and waited with baited 

breath. Our optimism paid off as we were met with a 

beautiful dry morning, with a break-through of 

sunshine that persisted until the final Relay event of 

the day. 

SPORTS DAY 2016 FINAL PLACING 
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SPORTS DAY 2016 


