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Introduction

Mrs Henderson, Mrs Henderson, 
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This is always a very busy time for us as we prepare for the Christmas festivities. Here at Bishop Douglass 
one of the highlights of the year is our Senior Citizens’ Christmas Party. This year will see this event return 
for the first time in 3 years, so we are all very excited about seeing our guests. Year 10 are doing a fantastic 
job of raising funds so we can provide them with a gift for Christmas. They have also been very busy 
attending the Theatre to see Macbeth, thus increasing their cultural capital and many taking part in the 

Jack Petchy Speak Out Challenge, with four students going through to the regional competition. Well done to: Josiah 10C, 
Hannah 10C, Arya 10C and Andrea 10M.

As we all look forward to spending Christmas together with our families and loved ones; we will do our best to ensure that 
the pupils and staff are able to experience this season of joy and togetherness. We will be having: a Movie Night, a non-school 
uniform / Christmas jumper day on the last day of term and our usual Christmas lunch for all pupils. A reminder, as part of 
our commitment to the Catholic ethos of the school and our commitment to the common good, that each form group is 
expected to provide at least one hamper which will be distributed to local families in need this Christmas. The hampers are 
for the North London Hospice, and for Nazareth House care home.  

The hamper must include the following items:

• Christmas Cake
• Christmas Pudding
• Mince Pies
• Christmas Crackers
• Tin of Chocolates 

It is at this time that your children may be feeling a little tired after a long term. Do encourage them to keep going, enjoy the 
last 2 weeks of school and keep up the hard work in the class and at home. The Year 11, 12 and 13 mock exams have been 
progressing well this week and will continue next week. Whole school assessments for the other year groups will start next 
week, taking place in the classrooms.

During these winter nights please remind your child about keeping themselves safe. To use main roads, avoid alleyways, not 
to use any cut throughs, walk with others wherever possible and stick to lit areas, now that the days are so much shorter.

Enjoy the weekend.

• Sweets (Chocolate lollies/coins etc)
• Box/tin of Biscuits  

Small cakes (yule logs/jam tarts/
sponges etc)

• Soft drinks  

All hampers should be 
completed by Friday 9th 

December 2022. Your support 
in getting your child to bring 
items in is much appreciated.
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Macbeth

Advent

This week at Bishop Douglass we celebrated our first 
assembly of Advent, led by Sixth Form readers, Fr. 
Kevin and Deacon Domagoj from St Mary’s Church 
as once again, we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus, our Saviour and the Light of the World. 

As we prepare for the coming of Christ, as a school 
community we reflect on our mission to follow in the 
footsteps of Christ and recognise that he is The Way, 
The Truth and The Light.  

At Bishop Douglass, we should uphold the values of 
Catholic Social Teaching that we have Solidarity with 
those in need, uphold the Dignity of the oppressed 
and strive at all times for the Common Good. 

-- Mr O’Neil

This week, we had over a hundred Year 10’s ex-
perience the delight of  ‘Macbeth’ on stage. For 
many, it was their first time watching a live theat-
rical performance, and they were very excited to 
witness it. 

The show was very minimalist, with the actors all 
playing multiple characters. There were lots of in-
teractive moments too, and the students enjoyed 
playing a part of the performance! This will be 
very helpful when studying ‘Macbeth’ at GCSE.

Christmas Hampers
As a commitment to the Catholic ethos of the school, 
this season each form will be asked to supply one 
hamper, which will be distributed to local families in 
need this Christmas. We kindly ask that parents and 
guardians support their children in bringing in one of 
the following: Tinned soup, tinned fruit and veg, choc-
olates/sweets, biscuits, tea/coffee/sugar, dried goods 
or crisps. 

Taekwondo
Congratulations to Niko (8C) and Demi (10C) for 
achieving medals at the French ECOPEN competi-
tion in Paris on 27 November. Niko achieved a silver 
medal, and Demi achieved a Bronze! 

They’re fantastic 
achievements 
and BD is so 
proud of its 
students! 
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Announcements...

A reminder that the PTA Christmas Movie Night for 
Years 7, 8 and 9 that will take place on Thursday 8th 
December 2022 from 3:10pm to 5pm. The movie will 
be a toss up between Home Alone 1 or Home Alone 
2 -- both festive hits!

We also have a Christmas card on sale on Parent Pay. 

PTA and Christmas Cards Nativity
The Nativity has come to Bishop Douglass! We are so 
excited to welcome in the Advent season with our 
fantastic nativity scene created by the school caretak-
er, Gus. Complete with real hay and a running river, 
it’s a spectacle needing to be seen to be believed.

Evening Study
Well done to all the students who have stayed 
behind after school to complete their homework 
in the library. A space for evening study is available 
every Monday - Thursday from 3.10-5.30pm and 
students that stay receive a free hot dinner at 5.30pm. 
We will take a break from evening study for the 
Christmas period the week beginning 12th 
December, but we will resume in January for the 
spring term. 

PSHRSE Theme of the Half Term: Treating Others With Respect
PSHE Focus of the Week: Healthy Relationships

This week, students focused on what makes a healthy relation-
ship. What should they expect from a relationship and what do 
they desire – are these the same? 

Students were reminded about the importance of consent and 
how to treat each other respectfully. A reminder that horseplay 
and play fighting are sanctioned strongly because they do not 
align with our ethos of treating others with respect; seeking 
consent; respecting personal space and boundaries, and treat-
ing others kindly. 

Students are reminded of this and encouraged to always do 
their best to be good stewards of the earth, and to each other.
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WORD OF 
THE DAY

GEOGRAPHY FACT
 OF THE WEEK

HISTORICAL FIGURE OF 
THE WEEK

Monday 
Waver (Verb)  
Move in a quivering way; flicker or become 
weaker; falter.  
 
Tuesday 
Redolent (Adjective)  
Strongly reminiscent or suggestive of. 

Wednesday 
Steadfast (Adjective) 
Resolutely or dutifully firm and unwavering. 

Thursday 
Sandwich (Verb) 
To insert something between two things, 
typically in a restricted space or so as to be 
uncomfortable. 
 
Friday 
Unanimity (Noun) 
Agreement by all people involved; consensus. 

This week...

The Greek scientist 
Eratosthenes (276–
194 BC) was the first 
person who used the 
term ‘geography’.

Life: 
April 1940 – Sept 2011

Country of Origin: Kenya

Historical significance: Maathai was the 
first African woman to receive the Nobel 
Peace Prize; the first female PHD scholar from 
East and Central Africa, and the first female 
professor in Kenya. 

Maathai played an active part in the Kenyan 
struggle for democracy, and mobilised African 
women for sustainable development; she 
used tree-planting as a basis for democracy, 
women’s rights, and international solidarity. 

Wangari Maathai

“Il vaut mieux faire que 
dire.”

-- Doing is better than 
saying.



Year 9 Sports Hall
Computing Club 
Years 7-9 (C1.1)

Maths Club 
Years 7-11 
1:45 - 2:05

Mental Well-Being 
All Years (D0.1)

Logic Club 
Years 7-11 (E0.6)

Bookclub 
Years 7-9  
Years 10-11 
B3.2

Medical Society Club-
Years 7-13  
S0.5

Boys Football 
Years 7-8 (Sports Hall)

Time Managment 
All Years (C1.1)

Debate Mate 
All Years (B3.3)

Gardening Club 
All Years (Outside Sports 
Hall)

Girls Basketball 
All Years (Sports Hall)

Table Tennis Club 
All Years (Sports Hall)

Year 7 Sports Hall
Maths Club 
Years 7-11  
1:45 - 2:05

Mental Well-Being 
All Years (D0.1)

Spanish Cinema Club 
Years 7-9 (A3.1)

Music Theory Club 
Years 7-13 (E0.6)

Chemistry Olympiad 
Club 
Years 12-13 (S0.1)

Science Club 
Years 7-9 (S0.8)

Fitness Suite 
All Years 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Lu
nc

h
PM

AM

Mass 
All year (Chapel)

Girls Football 
Years 7-9 (Sports Hall)

Drama 
Years 7-9 (E0.4)

Time Managment 
All Years (C1.1)

Year 8 Sports Hall 

Maths Club 
Years 7-11 
1:45 - 2:05

Art Club 
Years 7-9 (T1.3)

Mental Well-Being 
All Years (D0.1)

BD Live Lounge 
Years 7-9 (E0.6)

Cultural Exchange 
All Years (D0.2)

Engineering Club 
All Years (S0.8)

Girls Netball 
Years 7-9 (Sports Hall)

Cooking Club 
Alternating Weeks 
Years 7-9 (T0.1) 
Years 10-11 (T0.1)

Time Managment 
All Years (C1.1)

Boys Football 
All Years (B1.3)

Year 10 Sports Hall 
All Years (Sports Hall)

Maths Club 
Years 7-11 
1:45 - 2:05

Mental Well-Being 
All Years (D0.1)

Spanish Cinema Club 
Years 7-9 (A3.1)

K-POP Club 
All Years (B1.4)

KS3 Ukulele  
Years 7-11 (E0.6)

Fitness Suite 
All Years 

Boys Football 
Years 9-10 (Sports Hall)

History Club 
Years 7-9 (C1.1)

Time Managment 
All Years (C1.1)

Choir 
All Years (E0.6)

Youth Club 
All Years 
Main Hall/ Dance Studio

Maximising Progress 
Club All Years 
S0.1

Boys Basketball 
Years 9-11 
16:10 - 17:00

Maths Club 
Years 7-11  
1:45 - 2:05

Mental Well-Being 
All Years (D0.1)

World Music Choir 
Years 7-11 (D0.1)

Logic Club 
Years 7-11 (E0.6)

F1 Club 
All Years (C1.1)

Music Listening Club 
All Years (B1.3)

Year 11 Sports Hall 
All Years (B1.3)

Multi Sports 
Years 10-12 (Sports Hall)

Boys Football 
Years 11+ 12 (Sports 
Hall)

Chess Club 
Years 7-11 (SO.3)

Forensics Club 
Years 9-11 
(S0.3)

Clubs & Societies

 5 | 2 December 2022 www.bishopdouglass.barnet.sch.uk

Bishop Douglass Catholic School  
Parent Newsletter 

Nessy’s Maths Club 
All Years (Library Form 
Time)

Nessy’s Maths Club 
All Years (Library Form 
Time)

Nessy’s Maths Club 
All Years (Library Form 
Time)

Nessy’s Maths Club 
All Years (Library Form 
Time)

Basketball 
Years 11-13 (Sports Hall)

Club Focus
This week Tanaka (y8) was the Head Chef in cooking club. 
She taught everyone how to make her mother’s jollof rice, 
which was delicious ! 

Basketball + Fitness 
All year (Sports Hall)


