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INTRODUCTION

NEWS FROM THE

Our first week back and I think we are all feeling the
effects of the shock to our system. The children
have engaged brilliantly this week with being back
to school life and this positive start must continue
over the rest of this academic year. We handed out
the home testing kits yesterday and the students
now need to test at home twice a week. There are
further instructions with this newsletter. If the test
does show positive, please keep your child at home
and notify us immediately. Our main point of
contact for parents is by email. If you have any
enquiries please contact us via:
schooladmin@bishopdouglass.barnet.sch.uk. You
can of course call us on 0208 444 5211. A reminder
to ensure your child’s reusable face mask is washed
regularly.

SIXTH FORM

We have returned to our normal routines, with
assessment week taking place next week. We have
now have all our normal provisions back up and
running: morning breakfast, period 6 intervention,
Saturday interventions, homework club, Evening
Prep and not forgetting the array of extra-curricular
clubs available.
We are aware of the issues our young people are
experiencing with the buses. We have informed
Transport for London of our concerns. Your child
may have to allow more time for their journey until
things are sorted out.
Please remember our Easter egg collection taking
place over Lent and thus living out our school
mission of supporting one another in our
community. All students are being asked to donate
an egg to be distributed by the RE department to
local charities.
With best wishes
Mrs Henderson, Head of School

Our wonderful Sixth form students never cease to
amaze us. Last week, parents of prospective Year 7
students left here singing their praises as they led a
series of guided tours and really sold the school! This
week, they were all hard at work, with record numbers
staying in Evening Study and proving their commitment
to their own education and ambitions for the future.
One of the most gratifying things to note during
lockdown was how our Sixth Form students, who, of
course, are young adults, responded collegiately to the
situation and really put into practice their leadership
skills. They embraced the challenge of online lessons
with exceptional attendance—the best in the school
and topping 99% some days!
And some students, not content with their full
timetable of online learning, got in touch with us to
propose that they would like to use some of their free
time in lockdown being of assistance to their younger
peers! Thus an academic mentoring program was born,
out of good will and kindness and feeling invested in
our school community. Key Stage 3 students really
benefitted from this because they realised that they
had a mediator in school they could speak to if they
needed a little bit of support with something.
Much of this excellent work over lockdown has also fed
into our ongoing peer mentoring programme that is led
by Sixth form students working with students across
the lower school. These weekly sessions are an
opportunity to students in Year 7-11 to get help with
organization, academic studies, or simply to get some
advice that they might need from students who have
navigated the journey they are on, more recently.
We couldn’t be prouder of our Sixth form: they lead by
example and demonstrate those most important skills
and qualities of kindness and being willing to help
others.
Ms Prina
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HOUSEHOLD TESTING—HOME
DELIVERY
Home testing kits are now available to order online,
for delivery to your house.
Testing is crucial to ensure the school is a safe
environment for our pupils, and we highly encourage
ordering a home testing kit to test yourselves weekly.
Use the online request portal following this link to
order your test: https://www.gov.uk/ordercoronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests

MFL QUOTES OF THE
WEEK

EASTER HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES
The school holidays are a time for children and
young people to relax and have fun and we believe
that every family across Barnet deserves a healthy
and fulfilling holiday.
Barnet Council have teamed up with the Young
Barnet Foundation to bring you Barnet’s Active,
Creative and Engaging holidays (BACE), recently
named by Barnet’s young people and highlights
exactly what our holiday programme is all about!
Its free for children aged 5-16 years over Easter.
BACE holidays is available to families in Barnet that
are receiving Free School Meals. To register your
interest visit: https://barnetyouth.uk/
BACEHolidays
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

TRACK OF THE WEEK

Wednesday 24th March: Year 10 Parents Evening
Wednesday 31st March : Last Day of Term
Thursday 1st April—Friday 16th April: Easter
Holidays
Monday 19th April: First Day of the Summer
Wednesday 21st April: Year 9 Parents Evening
Wednesday 19th May: Year 7 Parents Evening

Monday 31st May—Friday 4th June Half Term
Wednesday 9th June: Year 8 Parents evening
Wednesday 21st July: Last Day of Term

Follow Bishop Douglass on
Social Media!
Alongside the newsletter, you can now keep up
to date with all the latest news via our Twitter,

GEOGRAPHY FACT OF
THE WEEK

‘Wonderful World’ is a
song written by Lou Adler
and Herb Alpert,
originally recorded by
American SingerSongwriter Sam Cooke. The song was originally
intended to explore the idea that it is not
knowledge, but love that makes the world a better
place. When Cooke discovered the song when
recording a Billie Holiday tribute album and, shortly
after completing this album, revised the lyrics to
place more emphasis on the schooling comparison.
Sam Cooke has recorded tracks including
‘Unchained Melody’, ‘You Send Me’ and
‘Summertime’ to critical and commercial acclaim,
paving the way for artists such as Aretha Franklin,
Stevie Wonder, Otis Redding and James Brown.
Songs that he had originally recorded, including
‘Wonderful World’ have since been re-recorded by
numerous prolific artists including Simon and
Garfunkel and Johnny Nash.
In spite of Sam Cooke’s success and being
considered the ‘King of Soul’, there is no known
footage of Cooke performing the song. Numerous
individuals and organisations have made
incentivised call-outs for anyone with footage to
come forward, but to no avail.

The piece is in a 4/4 Time Signature, in the key of B
Major, usually played at a 120 BPM Tempo. The
song uses the chords of I, VI(m), IV and V; a chord
progression that was very common in popular music
at the time, requiring just over two octaves.
This track ties in with the Year 7 module on WorldInfluenced Music and ties in with the GCSE
Programme which looks both at World-Influenced
Music and Popular Music from a similar time to
when this track was published.
www.bishopdouglass.barnet.sch.uk
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CAREERS & HIGHLY ABLE
In careers education this week we will be working
in the Animal industry. Pupils who are interested
in working as vets, animal nurses, zoo work or
animal training can look at the activities on
SMHW.

RE LESSONS
This week during RE lessons, Father Kevin led
pupils in a reconciliation service. We are looking
forward to the Easter eggs being brought in by
pupils.
Pupils are looking forward to stations of the
cross soon.

Pupils have been sent a link via SMHW and we
have over two hundred participating actively with
registered accounts, completing activities and
watching interviews on Start, but it would be great
to increase participation.
https://guest.startprofile.com/world-of-work/
explore/industry/4
Highly Able
Our highly able Year 7 and 8 pupils have been
attending SAGE Club with Mr O’Neil over
Lockdown and are enjoying it returning in full on
Tuesday mornings at 8:30 in S.04. Pupils who
attend are eligible for e-praise and reward trips
later in the year and are exposed to a range of
challenging topics and ideas.
This term we have considered questions as diverse
as dimensions, history and philosophy of mind.
Next week we will be looking at Numismatics.
Pupils continue to be set stretching and
challenging work at Bishop Douglass to ensure
they become the best they can be. Every lesson
and homework includes challenge activities and
we encourage parents to support higher level
thinking in all our pupils.

EASTER EGG DONATIONS
We are running our annual donation of Easter Eggs
for distribution to our local charities, foodbanks as
well as Oak Lodge School and the North London
Hospice.

Easter Eggs can be delivered to the RE department,
or handed to your child’s form tutor.
We are thankful for any donations to support the
local community during the Easter period.

Throughout the Sixth form, there have been a
wide range of events with UCAS in preparation for
University including a number of preparatory talks
for Oxbridge and Russell group candidates.
Mr O’Neil

UNIFORM DONATIONS
We would kindly appreciate any unwanted or old
uniform that is in good condition to be donated to
the school, to help other families in need.
Please drop any donations into Reception or
Student Services.
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OUTSTANDING STUDENT WORK
Year 7 have written poems about deforestation and the Amazon rainforest
Azaan 7M

Sara 7C
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SAINT OF THE WEEK

Saint Perpetua and Felicity
Life: 2nd Century AD
Country of Origin: Roman Africa
Historical significance:
Perpetua and Felicity (believed to have died in AD
203) were Christian martyrs of the 3rd century.
Vibia Perpetua was a married noblewoman, said to
have been 22 years old at the time of her death,
and mother of an infant she was nursing. Felicity, a
slave imprisoned with her and pregnant at the
time, was martyred with her. They were put to
death along with others at the Carthage in the
Roman province of Africa.

HISTORICAL FIGURE OF
THE WEEK

Context and Cultural Capital
To learn more about Attila the Hun:
Visit:
https://www.historyhit.com/facts-about-atilla-the-hun/
KS5: Read:
Attila the Hun by John Man. His is a truly household
name, but what do we really know about the man
himself, his position in history and the world in which
he lived? This riveting biography reveals the man
behind the myth.
Learn:
Who were the Huns?
https://www.history.com/topics/ancient-china/huns
Sketch:
Because he lived so long ago we don’t actually know
what Attila the Hun looked like. There have been many
adaptations, you can chose to colour a version of Attila
that already exists, or you could create your own
version using descriptions of him as a ruler.
Cook:
Investigate, what did the Huns eat? Create your own
menu based on your findings.
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E-PRAISE
Well done to all of our students for their hard work and continued outstanding effort!
This week’s top e-praise earner in each year group are:
YEAR 7

YEAR 8

YEAR 9

YEAR 10

YEAR 11

Mohammad Jan

Bartosz Omilian

Yousef El Hajj

Halimat Oshodi

Oluwateniola Alabi

Jerome Vassell

Esah Ahmed

Anna Davletshina

Andre Rodrigues

Raine Kyle Estrella

Cassie O’Connell

Aynaz Amiri

Nicole Gonzalez Sena

All of the students have been outstanding in their return to classroom lessons, their exceptional work has
been recognised by their teachers and a lot of e-praise has been given out.
There are two weeks until the much anticipated e-praise draw! Keep working hard and earning your e-praise
to be entered into the draw for the Amazon vouchers.

PSHE FOCUS: DEALING WITH BEREAVEMENT AND LOSS
2020 and 2021 have been unprecedented and tumultuous years in everyone’s lives, and there have been many
challenges faced. What has unfortunately united everyone this year, is that as a society, we have experienced
or faced the knowledge of more death than in previous years. It has been difficult to escape with daily figures
on the news, as well as anecdotal knowledge of people being affected.
This is why we felt its so important to deal with this uncomfortable and upsetting topic as soon as possible with
student’s return to school. Students discussed the feelings and emotions surrounding loss and bereavement
and were able to share experiences of stories if they wished to.
Students discussed the feelings which accompany loss and grief, and understood how complicated understanding these feelings can be, and how there is no timeline on how they should feel, and that how understanding
and acknowledging those feelings enable people to grow around their grief, rather than trying to force themselves to ‘move on.’
Students also discussed within their form groups how best to support one another if/when others experienced
this. Whilst important, this can be an upsetting topic to discuss in form, so if any students require a little more
support to deal with these emotions then please encourage them to reach out to either of the grief support
charities linked here: Winston’s Wish or Grief Encounters.
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WORDS OF THE WEEK

WORDS OF THE WEEK

Monday - Perfunctory - (Adjective) - (Of an action)
carried out without real interest, feeling or effort.

CHALLENGE

As Jane has done the same tasks at work for many
years, she does them in a perfunctory way.

An E-praise opportunity from Ms Lowdell
Consolidate it!

Since I was extremely ill, I was shocked when the
doctor only gave me a perfunctory examination.
Tuesday – Heyday - (Noun) - The period of a
person’s or things greatest success, popularity,
activity, or vigour.
In the heyday of the company’s history, employees
were being paid extremely high salaries due to the
company’s significant profits.
The athlete knew that every competition after the
Olympics would pale in comparison to the heyday of
receiving his only gold medal.

Create a sentence using each of the words
of the day in the correct context or write a
paragraph using all of the words correctly.
You were invited to a classical music concert by your
friend. The orchestra was conducted by Denise Baton
in front of a packed house.
What would you write in your diary after the show?
Did you enjoy the performance or was the concert a
disaster?
Use as many words of the week as you can.

Wednesday – Resounding - (Adjective) Unmistakable; emphatic; (of a sound) loud enough
to reverberate.

The show was a resounding success.
A resounding cheer could be heard all the way
across the stadium.
Thursday - Prerogative - (Noun) - A right or privilege
exclusive to a particular individual or class.
The governor of each state has the prerogative to
declare a state of emergency when necessary.
Alex makes all the big decisions, that is his
prerogative as the company director.
Friday – Unilaterally - (Adverb) - Used to indicate
that something is done by only one person, group, or
country involved in a situation, without the
agreement of others.
The ruling party unilaterally ended the negotiations.
The district unilaterally proclaimed its independence
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