Bishop Douglass Catholic School
Parent Newsletter
In Pursuit of Excellence

INTRODUCTION

10 February 2017
15 January 2016

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Parents will know that significant work has been done to
refurbish our school buildings and we are very grateful to
the many parents who have helped with our efforts by
making donations to our building fund. A letter explaining
how to make a donation is enclosed with this newsletter.
Your child is entitled to free school meals if you receive
any of the following benefits:
 Income Support
 Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
 Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
 Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum
Act 1999
 The Guarantee element of State Pension Credit
 Child Tax Credit, provided you are not entitled to
Working Tax Creditand have an annual income (as
assessed by HM Revenue & Customs) that does not
exceed £16,190
A free school meals application form is enclosed with
this newsletter—please complete and return to the
school if you think you might be entitled to receive this
benefit.

Monday 13th - Friday 17th February
Half Term
Monday 6th March
DPT Vaccinations for Year 10 and Year 11
Monday 13th March—Friday 17th March
Science Week
KS4 & KS5 Trial exams
Friday 17th March Ear ly Closur e. Pupils dismissed
during module 4 from 12:30pm
Monday 13th March
Year 11 English and Maths mock exams
Monday 3rd April—Monday 17th April
Easter Break
TOP TIPS FOR PARENTS OF GCSE STUDENTS

Consider using a reward structure to motivate your
child. This is NOT bribery (bribery is generally for
encouraging anti-social or illegal behaviour). It is a
reward, just as you are rewarded by a salary or bonuses
for working even when you don't feel like it.
Ms Townsend

CULTURAL CAPITAL QUIZ—YEAR 10 INTER-TUTOR COMPETITION

The 10 Campion team using their time wisely as they debate “What is a kumquat?
Every Monday morning there is always a buzz of real
excitement from the pupils of Bishop Douglass. At the
bus stop, in the playground and in the school canteen
over breakfast, the pupils are all discussing the same
thing.

No, it isn’t what they did over the weekend, debating if
Arsene Wenger should be sacked and it’s not what’s on
the menu for lunch. It is of course, what tricky questions
has Mr Burt conjured up for us this week, in our Cultural
Capital quiz?
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Year 10 have embraced this weekly competition more
than any other year group. It was, therefore,
understandable that they would be the first year group to
compete against each other, in an inter tutor
competition. Each class nominated a team captain and it
was their job to select the finest minds of their class, in
order to represent their form, as they competed for the
prestigious right to be crowned as the Year 10 Quiz
Champions.
All teams selected between 3-5 members, with the aim of
covering a cross section of different general knowledge
categories. There were 20 questions in total for the
teams to debate and write down their final answers.
The quiz, hosted by Mr O’Brien, was a very engaging and
tense affair to say the least. As the questions came thick
and fast, the tutors looked on, desperately willing on
their form but helpless in offering any clues or
suggestions.
The Teams

By the time the final answers were written, both Ms
Pantelli and Ms Rothwell slumped back in their chairs,
exhausted by the nervous tension that had been building in the room and readied themselves for the results.
The final result saw 10 Fisher winning, by a tantalising
1 point over 10 More who came second. 10 Campion
and 10 Owen both finished joint 3rd. So, what is next
for these BD masterminds? Well, they eagerly await
the results of the year 11 competition, so they can go
head to head in an overall play off. Who are the favourites for this year11 competition? Apparently, it’s
Mr Burt’s very own 11More, who will be captained by
Yuvan Sawhney, the older brother of the 10Fisher captain Daman Sawhney.
There we have it! We have teacher rivalry, between
Mr O’Brien and Mr Burt, year group rivalry, between
the year 10s and 11 and now sibling rivalry, between
the Sawhney brothers. Who said quizzes can’t be exciting?
Mr O’Brien

10 Fisher

10 More

10 Campion

10 Owen

Daman Sawhney

Sarah Creah

Boma Tariah

Alexis Ebimomi

Martynas Siuraitis

Vhea Sobrevinas

Jon Israel

Rodgers Sakala

Genta Malaj

Grace Ramirez Ortega

Pedro De Lima

Jan Adil

Xenia James

Nancy Ndong

Maria Zapata Hernandez

Tselentine Tshatumbu

Jessica Margoi

Rashana Allen

Max Walczak
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YR7 BASKETBALL MATCH— BISHOP DOUGLASS VS EAST BARNET
"Success comes from knowing that you did your best
to become the best that you are capable of becoming"
- John Wooden, Famous UCLA Basketball coach.
It is not often as a coach that you come across a
perfect team before you have even coached them.
Sometimes, in many cases, it takes years to attain such
a group.
However, the Year 7 basketball team last Thursday at
East Barnet showed a style of play and mentality that
surpassed their age group and cemented themselves in
the Bishop Douglass history books as they clinched the
Barnet League, losing only once during their
campaign.
After faltering to beat The Wren in their last match, the
Bishop Douglass team were hoping to put the record
straight and clinch the title at East Barnet. The boys
were focused more than ever after tasting defeat,
some would say they had won the game before even
stepping onto the court. Marcel Adams Sackey, got the
visitors off to flying start with a text book lay
up (thanks to Coach Lenanes' sessions after school) and
looked much more comfortable in the small forward
position, causing considerable problems to the East
Barnet defence.
After a slight East Barnet resurgence, Mathew Milan
showed his credentials at point guard, splitting the
defence open with a killer pass to find Riku Takeuchi
who then finished with assurance.

Although new to the roster, Riku has shown why he is
now a first team player for the team.
With a solid lead at halftime, Stephan Kadiri, the
influential and no-nonsense captain reminded the boys
of their duties and that nothing had been won yet. with
the strong words still ringing in their ears,
Bishop Douglass did not disappoint.
Franklin Wilson, at centre, with a beautiful shot put
Bishop Douglass in the driving seat, as the boys started
to shift through the gears and play like worthy
champions.
With seconds to go, the Bishop Douglass bench were on
their feet to spur the boys over the line as an East
Barnet comeback looked on the cards. However, in true
Bishop Douglass fashion, the mental strength and
determination from the year 7s were no match and as
the timer called an ending to the game. The new
champions' were crowned! With the league
now wrapped up, attentions have turned to the cup and
what can hopefully be a double winning season
for Bishop Douglass. The boys have shown enough
character and ability in their games for this to become
reality.
Only a semi final stands in their path.
Mr Sozzi

NORTH BARNET BASKETBALL LEAGUE RESULTS SEASON 2016 - 17
The Bishop Douglass Year 7 and Year 10 basketball teams are through to the semi finals in the league Cup. Well
done to all the students who took part this season and best of luck to the teams for upcoming games.
Year 7
Winners = Bishop Douglass
Runners up = Finchley Catholic High

Year 10
Winners = Bishop Douglass
Runners up = East Barnet

__________________________________________

____________________________________________

Year 8
Winners = Finchley Catholic High
Runners up = Ashmole
Bishop Douglass placed 4th

Year 11
Winners = Ashmole
Runners up = Bishop Douglass
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RYAN’S RAMBLINGS FROM THE CHAPLAIN’S DESK

Dear Parents,
Where has the year gone? I’m still finding Christmas
cards and wrappers around my house! We really are in
the “bleak mid-winter” right now. There was a brave
attempt at a snow flurry a few hours ago but it came to
nothing; for the moment! When snow falls it can be
fun: it can also be treacherous underfoot! On the roads
there is enough mayhem without adding poor driving
conditions. Christmas has been and gone and
sometimes a I fear the “spirit” of Christmas has barely
had the opportunity to catch hold before we move on
to other things. January has been a difficult month. As
parents my sympathy is firmly on your side. What kind
of world are we offering our children? What kind of
world are we handing on to them as they strive to learn
and grow and take up the mantle of responsibility for
the society in which we live?
Sitting here I can see the Mission Statement of our
school which states that we are a “Catholic community
which strives to offer a safe environment where all can
be true to themselves; grow in mutual respect; come to
the fullness of life, academic, spiritual; and moral.” This
of course is prefaced by the Statement: “Our Model is
Christ”. The Gospel values that hold the fabric together
hold true no matter the race creed or colour I might be.
Truth and goodness are no contradiction when we stand
before God – whatever name we choose to use – or
indeed for those who do not use any name! Truth and
goodness and rightness stand on solid ground and
cannot be contradicted!
Those Gospel values will in time be yardstick with which
we will come before God. The manner in which I deal
with my fellow pilgrim on life’s journey will determine
whether or not there is an eternity with God for me.
Perhaps this is the main reasons the Christian
Community comes together in January to pray for Unity
among Christians. There is and can be no greater
contradiction than professing to be Christian without
living as Christ would have us live.

Holocaust memorial day on 27th January is a reminder
of man’s inhumanity to man; wars and attacks on
defenceless individuals by others in whatever name
cannot be from God.
Here in school we strive to be the best and bring out
the best in each other. We are different but that makes
our respect for each other all the better as we support
each other within our school community.
This Half Term comes at a good time. It has been very
cold and been very busy as study and hard work and
exams ere upon us. There isn’t really any time to switch
off. May this week help us all to recharge the batteries
that will propel us towards the successful completion
of this Second Term. There is much to do and it is only
when we do it together that we will succeed. I know
you are grateful for the amount and level of input our
Staff make to the well being of your children. For us,
the children come first – even if they might not agree!
We will continue to push and pull them to maximise
their full potential and I know that your support is with
us as we strive to be the best that we can be.
I hope and pray that the break will give us all a chance
to recognise our need for one another on this journey.
As I keep saying: together we can!
Every blessing to you and yours,
Fr. Kevin S.X.

SPIRITUALITY MATTERS
‘You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill
cannot be hid. Nor do men light a lamp and put it
under a bushel, but on a stand, and it gives light to
all in the house. Let your light so shine before men,
that they may see your good works and give glory
to your Father who is in heaven.”
Here, God is speaking to us about the image of light
and the lamp to show His transforming work in and
through us. Lamps in the ancient world served a vital
function. Much like they do today. They allow people
to see and work in the dark without stumbling. God’s
grace not only illumines the darkness in our lives, but
it also fills us with spiritual light, joy and peace. This
week, let us be that light within the world, displaying
God’s love to all we meet.
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THIS WEEK’S TOP E-PRAISE

WORDS OF THE WEEK

ACHIEVERS:

Monday: Alacrity (Noun): brisk and cheerful readiness.
Having studied really hard last night, the student took the
exam with alacrity.
Tuesday: Volatile (Adjective): liable to change rapidly and
unpredictably, especially for the worse. Volatile (of
substance): easily evaporated at normal temperature. A
volatile substance.
Easily annoyed, the volatile old man often yelled at the
neighborhood children.
Wednesday: Surreptitious (Adjective): something that is
done in secret or that is kept quiet.
Jack’s dog has his surreptitious ways of stealing table scraps
behind my back.

Year 7: Kwadwo Addo (7 Ward)
Rianna Lanigan (7 Owen) (+35)
Year 8: Tyresse Clarke-Julien (8 Fisher)
Arber Malaj (8 More) (+35)
Year 9: Chrysi Mavroudi (9 Owen) (+35)

Year 10: Sarah Correa Bohorguez (10 More) (+65)
Year 11: Sahira Khadery (11 Fisher) (+35)

Thursday: Halcyon (Adjective): denoting a period of time
in the past that was idyllically happy and peaceful.
I was very content during the halcyon days of my childhood.
Friday: Sinister (Adjective): giving the impression that
something harmful or evil is happening or will happen:
The graveyard at night had an almost sinister atmosphere.

Kwadwo Addo (7 Ward)

Rianna Lanigan (7 Owen)

Tyresse Clarke-Julien
(8Fisher)

Arber Malaj (8 More)

Sarah Correa Bohorguez

Chrysi Mavroudi (9 Owen)

(10 More)
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Sahira Khadery (11 Fisher)
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THIS WEEK’S MATHS CHALLENGE

SOLUTION TO LAST WEEK’S CHALLENGE
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EXTRA-CURRICULAR AND STUDY SUPPORT
Before School
8.00-8.45am

Lunchtime
1.30-2pm

After School
3.10-6pm

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Homework Support
A1.1
Independent
Study
Library
Breakfast Club
Hall – free breakfast before
8.20am
Homework Support
A1.1
Independent
Study
Library

Homework Support
A1.1
Independent
Study
Library
Breakfast Club
Hall – free breakfast before
8.20am
Homework Support
A1.1
Independent
Study
Library

Homework Support
A1.1
Independent Study
Library
Breakfast Club
Hall – free breakfast before 8.20am

Homework Support
A1.1
Independent
Study
Library
Breakfast Club
Hall – free breakfast before
8.20am
Homework Support
A1.1
Independent
Study
Library

Evening Study
Library
*Hot meal served
at 5.45pm

Evening Study
Library
*Hot meal served
at 5.45pm

Homework Support
A1.1
Independent
Study
Library
Breakfast Club
Hall – free breakfast before
8.20am
Homework Support
A1.1
Independent
Study
Library
Year 7 Science
Club
Science Department
Evening Study
Library
*Hot meal served
at 5.45pm

Homework Support
A1.1
Independent Study
Library

Evening Study
Library
*Hot meal served
at 5.45pm

EXTRA-CURRICULAR CLUBS—WHOLE SCHOOL:
Lunchtime
1.30-2pm

After School
3.10-4.10pm

Monday
Fitness Club
Fitness Suite
Football—Sixth
Form
Cricket Club—
Small Playground

Tuesday
Fitness Club
Fitness Suite
Football—Sixth
Form
Bishop Douglass
Youth Club
(BDYC)
Sports Hall
*Runs until
5:30pm
Orchestra –
violinists – E0.5
Debate Mate
Room C3.2

Wednesday
Fitness Club
Fitness Suite
Football—Sixth
Form
Rock School—
Music Room
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Thursday
Fitness Club
Fitness Suite
Football—Sixth
Form
Fixture: Year 7
Basketball v
London Academy
(Away)

Friday

Chess Club

