Bishop Douglass Catholic School
Parent Newsletter
In Pursuit of Excellence
INTRODUCTION
On Wednesday we welcomed 50 Japanese students
from the Kyushu High School who enjoyed an
English breakfast before sampling a selection of
sixth form lessons.
On Monday Year 7 pupils received a special
assembly focussing on Road Safety. Please remind
your children of the necessity to stay safe when
they are near or crossing our busy roads. Next week
is anti– bullying week. This edition of the newsletter
includes some useful advice for parents.
Our sixth form Open Evening takes place next
Wednesday 15th November. We look forward to
seeing all Year 11 pupils and their parents.

10th November 2017
15 January 2016

REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE
On Friday Bishop Douglass School held a
commemorative service to mark Armistice day. The
whole student body gathered in the field behind the
school for a liturgical service conducted by Fr Kevin
Ryan, SX and heard speeches, a reading of John
McCrae’s poem ‘In Flanders Field’, and to hear the last
post played by trumpet player and Head of Music,
John Reed.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Wednesday 15th November -Sixth Form Open
Evening
Monday 4th December INSET day-school closed to
pupils
Wednesday 13th December Advent Service 6pm
Thursday 21st December—Last Day of Term

REWARD TRIP
On Tuesday 31st October, impeccable 32 students were rewarded with a trip to Thorpe Park as a result of receiving
no Xs and having displayed excellent attendance during last academic year. The students were delighted to find that
due to our visit being late in the season, queues for rides were almost as speedy as the rides themselves. This meant
that students had the chance to experience a plethora of different attractions. Students particularly enjoyed rides on
the dodgems and on the larger thrill seeker rollercoasters such as Stealth! What's more, despite it being a crisp autumnal day, students were eager to go on the water rides such as Tidal Wave and Storm Surge. Consequently, they
spent much of the day drying off! The students all relished their day out at Thorpe Park and are keen to maintain a
fantastic behavioural and attendance records this academic year so that they have the opportunity to visit again!
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WORDS OF THE WEEK
Monday: Cacophony (noun) - a harsh discordant mixture of
sounds:
A cacophony of bells, trumpets and drums drowned out her
words.

THIS WEEK’S TOP EPRAISE
WINNERS

Year 7:
Nicholas Williams (7 Owen) (+55)
Year 8:
Stephen Kadiri (8 Campion) (+35)
Year 9:
Alin-Cristian Cozma (9 Ward) (+25)
Year 10:
Alessandro D'Onghia (10 More)
(+25)
Year 11:
Daman Sawhney (11 Fisher) (+40)
Year 12:
Sahira Khadery (12 Fisher) (+50)

Tuesday: Insipid (Adjective) - lacking flavour; weak or
tasteless:

It was an insipid, beige coloured room without character or
charm.
Wednesday: Coy (Adjective) - shy and modest, unwilling to
give information, showing reluctance to make a definite
commitment.
The company boss was being coy about his upcoming staff
redundancies.
Thursday: Dexterous (Adjective) - Dexterous is used to
describe a person or thing that has a specific skill with their
hands.
It took a dexterous hand to decorate the cake for the party.
Friday: Pensive (Adjective) - engaged in, involving, or
reflecting deep or serious thought.
Ben was a pensive child; his love for reading was a joy to see.

Year 13:
Sara Hajda (13 Owen) (+25)

Maths Challenge

Maths Challenge – Solution to last week’s challenge

5 children saved their money to donate to Children In Need.
Susan saved 1p, 2p, and 5p coins and saved 2017 of each coin.
Tabitha saved 2p, 5p, 10p and 20p coins and saved 99 of each coin.

5 x 2 x ( 6 + 4 ) x ( 7 – 6 ) = 5 x 2 x 10 x 1 = 100
or

Ulrika saved 5p, 10p, 20p and 50p coins and saved 90 of each coin.
Victoria saved 10p, 20p, 50p and £1 coins and saved 57 of each coin.
Wangum saved all of the possible coins and saved 19 of each coin.
Who was able to
donate the most?

5 x ( -2 + 6 ) x ( 4 + 7 – 6 ) = 5 x 4 x 5 = 100
or
5 ÷ 2 x ( -6 + 4 + 7 x 6 ) = 5 ÷ 2 x ( -6 + 4 + 42 ) =
2.5 x 40 = 100
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BEIJING TRIP— OCTOBER 2017
Saturday 14th October saw the faces of 30 extremely excited and happy 11-18 year olds who were all going to China for the first time in their lives! Students from Bishop Douglass School along with St Georges Catholic School and
St Thomas More Catholic School took part in this year’s major residential trip. Seven days of sightseeing including
the Great Wall of China, Beijing Zoo, the National Stadium – Bird’s Nest, Summer Palace, Forbidden City and much
more. They learnt basic Chinese, Chinese calligraphy , tai chi and went to see an acrobatics show.
All students connected with each other across different year groups and schools. They learnt to share their meals
in a traditional Chinese manner, eating around a round table, sharing all dishes including the famous Beijing roast
duck and Shanghainese dumplings. They attracted local people who wanted to talk to them and interact. Some locals joined in with the students when they were playing a game of jianzi (Chinese shuttlecock) outside the Temple
of Heaven.
This was definitely a memorable visit with 30 students all gaining something from the trip and opening their eyes
to another part of the world, gaining more global awareness.
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LET’S STOP BULLYING TOGETHER

Next week is National Anti- Bullying week and we will be promoting this at Bishop Douglass. We adopt a
zero tolerance stance to Bullying. There is a low incident rate at Bishop Douglass. However, on the rare
occasion when it does happen, be reassured that we take active steps to eliminate it; as Ofsted found:
‘Bullying is rare and any incidents are dealt with swiftly and effectively’.
There will be a range of activities:

The school council will be working with their peers to identify any areas of the school where students
may feel less safe. For example, the toilets were highlighted in recent years and these have now been
fully refurbished as a consequence.


Peer mentors will target anti-bullying strategies and will present year assemblies all week.



Student Voice will be canvassed vi our annual Safe Questionnaire



Lessons in various departments will focus on the theme of anti-bullying including a Poetry
competition across years 7-9.



A parent information evening was held to support parents in fostering responsible social media use



Please encourage your child to speak with you without, censure, about any issues making them feel
uncomfortable about.



Also, Visit our website to access useful tips on how to support your child and help them to use the
internet responsibly.

Cyberbullying is perhaps the most prevalent form of bullying in schools, why? Because young people live in
digital world; on the 1st November, we held parents information to support you in keeping your child safe
online. The expert presenter clearly explained the danger of the various sites/apps available and even more
disturbing, how electronic media can be used for reasons of sexual exploitation. Do not assume that your
child cannot be a victim because unless your child fully understands the risk associated with talking to
stranger’s online or posting personal images of themselves.
REMEMBER – we will support you with any bullying issues that occur outside of school. To help us better
support you.


Do not ignore bullying or trivialise it – everyone should be happy and feel safe.



Capture evidence. Screen shots any texts, snap chats or other messages.



We will respond within 24 hours and invite you to meet with us so that we can start investigating.



Inform your child’s form tutor, Head of Year or any teacher by using the Journal, by phone or via email
using ‘saynotobullying@bishopdouglass.barnet.sch.uk’ or the school admin address.

www.bishopdouglass.barnet.sch.uk

BISHOP DOUGLASS PARENT NEWSLETTER

EXTRA-CURRICULAR AND STUDY SUPPORT
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Before School
8.00-8.45am

Homework Support
A1.1
Independent
Study
Library
Breakfast Club
Hall – free breakfast before
8.20am

Homework Support
A1.1
Independent
Study
Library
Breakfast Club
Hall – free breakfast before
8.20am

Homework Support
A1.1
Independent
Study
Library
Breakfast Club
Hall – free breakfast before
8.20am

Homework Support
A1.1
Independent
Study
Library
Breakfast Club
Hall – free breakfast before 8.20am

Homework Support
A1.1
Independent
Study
Library
Breakfast Club
Hall – free breakfast before
8.20am

Lunchtime
1.30-2pm

Homework Support
A1.1
Independent
Study
Library

Homework Support
A1.1
Independent
Study
Library

Homework Support
A1.1
Independent
Study
Library

Homework Support
A1.1
Independent
Study
Library

Homework Support
A1.1
Independent
Study
Library

After School
3.10-6pm

Homework Support A1.1 (To
4:10)
Evening Study
Library
*Hot meal served
at 5.45pm

Homework Support A1.1 (To
4:10)
Evening Study
Library
*Hot meal served
at 5.45pm

Homework Support A1.1 (To
4:10)
Evening Study
Library
*Hot meal served
at 5.45pm

Homework Support A1.1 (To
4:10)
Evening Study
Library
*Hot meal served
at 5.45pm

Homework Support A1.1 (To
4:10)

EXTRA-CURRICULAR CLUBS—WHOLE SCHOOL:
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Lunchtime
1.30-2pm

Fitness Club
Fitness Suite
Basketball
Basketball Courts

Fitness Club
Fitness Suite
Basketball
Basketball
Courts
KS3 Arts Club
T1.3
Choir for Year s
7 & 8 in E0.6

Fitness Club
Fitness Suite
Basketball
Basketball
Courts
Film Club Y7&8
B3.2

Fitness Club
Fitness Suite
Gardening Club
S0.7
Geography club
for Years 7&8
Choir for Year s
10, 11 & Sixth
Form in E0.6

Fitness Club
Fitness Suite

After School
3.10-4.10pm

Bishop Douglass
Youth Club
(BDYC)
Sports Hall
*Runs until
5:30pm

Music practice
Music Dept.

Rock School
Music Dept.

Dance Club
Dance Studio

Fitness Club
Fitness Suite

Gospel Choir
Music Dept.

Chess Club
S0.1

STEM Club
S0.5
Drama Club
Drama Studio
Orchestra
Music Dept.
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