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Introduction
Thank you to the parents who 
joined our Welcome Event on 
Wednesday for our new year 7 
in September.

 Our extensive transition 
programme gives our new students lots of chances 
to meet before they start because we understand 
that settling in doesn’t always happen overnight 
and we want to support them every step of the 
way. We hope you enjoyed the evening, as it was 
lovely seeing so many familiar faces with children 
already at the school. 

It has also been careers week and we have 
celebrated successful alumni who have achieved 
success in all walks of life including professors, 
ambassadors, actors, authors, doctors and 
architects. Next week we celebrate all things 
scientific during Science week. There are numerous 
activities planned for students and staff, to 
highlight the wonders of science. 

Mock exams will start the week beginning the 
21st March for Years 11 to 13, so please encourage 
your child to keep up their revision and attend 
the intervention sessions that we are providing for 
them.
Please do remember our Easter egg collection 
which will be starting on Monday and taking 
place over Lent.  All students are being asked to 
donate an egg to be distributed by the RE 
department to local charities. We will continue 
the collection on the gate for the Ukraine.

We hope you have a wonderful weekend.

Mrs Henderson, Head of School

Forthcoming events
Monday 14th March 
PSHRE FOCUS OF THE WEEK: Celebrating 
Differences 

Monday 14th March 
Beggining of Science week 

Wednesday 16th February 
Wuthering Heights Trip for year 12/13

Friday 25th March 
Sixth form taster day 

Tuesday 29th March 
Easter Services 
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Good News

E-praise winners!

  National Archives Trip
This week’s top e-praise earners are listed below. As we 
work towards the end of the term, and think ahead to 
our rewards assemblies, students are reminded that all 
students with more than 100 e-praise will be added to 
the termly Amazon draw. 

The draw will be done in the last week of term for each 
year group, with first prize being a £100 amazon voucher. 
Good luck all and keep working hard.

Year 7
1st:      Emily Gates
2nd:    Malik Abdelrahman
3rd:     Carolina Da Costa Guerreiro
Year 8
1st: Steevan Salis 
2nd:   Sara Dbouk 
3rd:    Emily Belen Aguilar Moposita
Year 9
1st: Troja Mehmeti-krasniqi 
2nd:   Charna Scott 
3rd:    Aryamard Mashadi-aghajan
Year 10
1st: Arda Caner 
2nd:   Aluk Acien 
3rd:    Behlul Zengin
Year 11
1st: Ezekiel Frimpong-tibeiru 
2nd:   Carolina Lorenzani Marques 

3rd:    Michael Mahel

A reminder that e-praise can be spent in the e-praise 
shop (online) and items bought can be collected in the 
library. To log in to e-praise, students can select the sign 
in with Microsoft option and use their Microsoft Teams 
login details. Any purchases made can then be collected 
from the Library.

This week our third group of Year 10 history students made the 
trip to the National Archives in Kew. 

The students had a two hour workshop that focused on handling 
sources from the Western Front on World War I. The focus was 
medical treatment and advances in surgery. Security was tight 
as the building holds the Domesday Book insured at £1 billion! 
Students worked in a specialist soundproof room amongst the 
archives.

 Having been trained up with photocopies the students then 
handled genuine artefacts of over 100 years old. The fact that the 
artefacts had last been looked at on the Western Front just added 
to the experience. The contribution of students was fantastic and 
they were commended by the Archives staff. 

We will certainly repeat this workshop in the future and will also 
investigate work experience at the National Archives as well.

This week we celebrated National Careers Week with a range of 
speakers and activities for pupils. We were delighted to be visited by 
Katie Neck who works with Formula One for McLaren, Jessica Hull who 
is a mental health practitioner and Ooma Gurewaan who is a sales 
manager. 

Pupils in assembly had the opportunity to listen to and ask questions to 
our visitors, and there were drop down sessions where pupils could go 
into more detail and explore their futures.

Students also had a drop down lesson on careers education and 
personal development and have been encouraged to continue using 
Start - our school online program to think about their futures.
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WORD OF 
THE DAY

GEOGRAPHY FACT
OF THE WEEK

HISTORICAL FIGURE OF 
THE WEEK

Monday 
Immune (Adjective)
Resistant to a particular infection or toxin owing to the presence 
of specific antibodies or sensitised white blood cells; Protected 
or exempt, especially from an obligation or the effects of 
something.

Tuesday
Ornithology (Noun)
The scientific study of birds.Her interest in ornithology began 
due to her extensive birdwatching.

Wednesday
Seismic (Adjective)
Relating to earthquakes or other vibrations of the earth and its 
crust. Seismology is the scientific study of earthquakes and the 
propagation of elastic waves through the Earth or through other 
planet-like bodies.

Thursday
Hypothesis (Noun)
An idea or explanation for something that is based on known 
facts but has not yet been proved.

Friday
Genome (Noun)
The complete set of genes or genetic material present in a cell or 
organism.

This week...

Mount Everest, 
the world’s tallest 
mountain, can fit inside 
the Marianas Trench, 
the deepest part of the 
ocean.

“ Il y aura des jours 
meilleurs”

There will be better days. 

Life: June 1953 – Dec 2007 

Country of Origin: United States 

Historical significance: Sojourner Truth was an American 
abolitionist and women’s rights activist. Truth was born 
into slavery but escaped to freedom with her daughter in 
1826. After going to court to recover her son in 1828, she 
became the first black woman to win such a case against a 
white man. She went on to give passionate speeches about 
women’s rights. 

Sojourner Truth 
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Tuesday 8th March

PSHRE/PSHE FOCUS

Learn with the Lords: Question Time: 
International Women’s Day Special 

To mark International Women’s Day, Bishop Douglass Politics 
Students took part in a national event hosted by Parliament. 
This was a discussion panel with Baroness Tanni Grey-
Thompson, Baroness Newlove and Baroness Jenny McIntosh. 
They spoke passionately about their careers, positions in the 
House of Lords and their position as women; how this has 
changed and improved over time, and how far there still is to 
go.
Of particular interest to Politics students, was Baroness 
Newlove’s discussion on her amendment in the Policing and 
Crime Bill which is currently being ‘ping-ponged’ through the 
legislative process. Politics students have been following this 
bill since its inception, and it was great to put a face to the work 
they have been tracking.

Wednesday 9th March
Big Questions BBC Discussion Panel: 

Ukraine for 6th form students 

6th formers had the opportunity to listen to a BBC special 
online event with Ex BBC Diplomatic Correspondent and Russia 
expert Bridget Kendall. It was a great opportunity for young 
people to get a better understanding of the current situation 
in Ukraine, ask questions and express their thoughts to an 
expert. We are hoping to be able to show this more widely 
with the recording, as it was a very insightful and informative 
session. Our thoughts and prayers are with those impacted 
by this conflict, and we hope and pray for a swift and peaceful 
resolution. 

Year 9 County Lines Workshop with the Met Police 

Year 9 were joined by officers from the Metropolitan police 
force this week to learn about dangers of becoming involved 
with county lines, and the ways to avoid it or seek help to 
disengage. They watched thought-provoking videos made by 
peers which highlighted the concerns, and were able to ask 
questions which got them valuable insights into how to keep 
themselves safe in London. 

PSHRSE Theme of the Half Term: Inclusivity  

PSHE Focus of the Week: Gender Equality Week 

This week students celebrated International Women’s Day by 
learning about the need for its continued commemoration, as 
well as some inspiring individuals from different fields, industries 
and within the subjects that students learn about. It is hoped that 
students are able to appreciate how far the progress of women 
has come, whilst also empowering them all to continue to fight 
and push for further progress. Gender Equality week taught 
students about the gaps which still exist in society, whether that 
be the gender pay gap, worsened for women of colour, or the 
underrepresentation of women in important fields. Key stage 4 
focused on the differences in the wealth, viewership and support 
of men and women in sports. Key Stage 5 looked too at the 
gender issues which exist beyond the lack of support for women, 
and looked more widely at societal generalisations and what 
can be done to achieve better gender equality. Lots of good and 
impassioned discussions were had across forms. 

The humanities department were lucky-enough to welcome a geology-specialist 
to talk to a group of Year 11 and sixth-formers about all-things earth science. 
Dr Michael Harris, a visiting lecturer at Imperial College London and former 
exploration geologist, shared fascinating stories and facts about his work 
searching for mineral deposits. He spoke with the group about the difficult, but 
necessary move, away from fossil fuels and towards renewable energy sources 
as well as what an important part metals will have to play in the future of our 
society. Dr Harris showed us incredible images of mines he has worked at and 
was generous enough to tell us stories of his career in exploration and mining. 
Sharing his thoughts and experiences, we have no doubt Dr Harris will have 
opened the eyes of our students into the fascinating world that is geology.
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Dance Club 
All Years (Sports Hall)

Geography Club 
Years 7-9 (B1.4)

Maths Club 
Years 7-11 (A1.2)

Model United 
Nations 
Years 10 -13 (C1.1)

Ukes & Keys 
All Years (E0.6)

Wellbeing room 
All Years (D0.1)

Bronze DofE 
Year 9 (B2.3)

Volleyball 
Years 7-9

Fitness Suite 
6th Form

Football 
Years 7-9 (Sports Hall)

Fitness 
Years 10-13  
(Sports Hall)

Music Practice Club 
Years 10&11 (E0.6 
16:10-17:30)

History Club 
ears 7-9 (A1.3)

KS4 Book Club 
Year 10-11 (C3.2)

Maths Club 
Years 7-11 (A1.2)

Science Club 
Year 7 (S0.5)

String Ensemble 
All Years (E0.6)

Wellbeing room 
All Years (D0.1)

Portuguese Club 
All Years ((A1.1)

Spanish Cinema Club 
All Years (A3.1)

KS3 Book Club 
Years 7-9 (B3.3)

Volleyball 
Years 10 & 11

Sage Club 
Years 7-9 (S0.4)

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Lu
nc

h
PM

AM

Mass 
All year(Chapel)

Table Tennis Club  
All Years (Dance 
Studio)

Girls’ Netball 
Years 7-9 (Sports Hall)

Music Practice Club 
Years 10&11  
(E0.6 16:10-17:30)

Debate Mate 
Years 7-10 (B3.3)

Bible Club 
Years 7-9 (D0.1)

Silver DofE 
Years 10-13 (B1.5)

Maths Club 
Years 7-11 (A1.2)

Ukes & Keys 
All Years (E0.6)

Wellbeing room 
All Years (D0.1)

Art Club 
All Years (T1.1)

Girls’ Indoor Football 
Years 7-9

Girls’ Fitness Suite 
Years 11-13

Basketball  
Years 7-9 (Sports Hall)

Music Practice Club 
Years 10&11  
(E0.6 16:10-17:30)

Drama Club 
Years 7-9 (E0.4)

Maths Club 
Years 7-11 (A1.2)

Senior Choir 
Years 10-13 (E0.6)

Social Justice Club  
All Years (C3.2)

Wellbeing room 
All Years (D0.1)

Geography Society 
Years 10-13 (B1.5)

Music Listening Club 
All years (A1.3)

Spanish Cinema Club 
All Years (A3.1)

Indoor Football 
Years 10&11

Fitness Suite 
Years 7-9 & 12-13

Gardening Club 
All Years (S0.9)

Girls’ Football 
Years 7-9 (Sports Hall)

Music Practice Club 
Years 10&11  
(E0.6 16:10-17:30)

Song in a Lunchtime 
All Years (E0.6)

Wellbeing room  
All Years (D0.1)

Science Society 
Year 9 (S0.6)

Chess Club 
All Years (S0.4)

Climate Change Club 
All Years (B1.5)

Chess Club 
All Years (S0.4)

Football, Basketball, 
Fitness Years 10-13 
(Sports Hall)

Clubs & Societies
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Model United Nations

On Saturday the 5th of March, the Bishop Douglass Model United Nations team attended 
a Model UN conference at the American School in London. Ruby Tobin, Benjamin 
Mahboobian, Yazhini Siva and Manuel Pinto took part, they were all exceptional (despite 
being allocated countries and committees less than 2 weeks ago) - extremely diplomatic, 
engaged and a real credit to the school.

Benjamin and Manuel both won awards, some massive congratulations to them and all 
involved.

Clubs Focus 


