Bishop Douglass Catholic School
Parent Newsletter
In Pursuit of Excellence

INTRODUCTION
Thank you to Sixth Form and Year 11 parents who
attended this week’s ‘Up the Ante’ Evenings. We are
very pleased with the pupils’ focus and determination
to succeed with their studies and this bodes well for a
very successful year for them.
The first mock exams for Year 11 in English and Maths
take place next week.
Monday 18th September: English Language
Tuesday 19th September: Maths 1
Thursday 21st September Maths 2
Friday 22nd September English Literature & Maths 3
We are looking forward to meeting our Year 7 parents
at the Cheese and Wine event on Wednesday 20th
September and advance notice that there will be a
parent on line safety evening on Wednesday 1st
November at 6pm.
A reminder that our Open Evening takes place on
Thursday 28th September and the school will close
early on Wednesday 27th September so that we can
prepare for the event. Also Target Setting Day takes
place on Friday 6th October. A letter explaining this was
sent home with pupils this week.
Please see page 4 for our Autumn term programmes for
clubs and extra-curricular support.

SPIRITUALITY MATTERS
"Lord, how often must I forgive my brother if he
wrongs me? As often as seven times?’ Jesus
answered, ‘Not seven, I tell you, but seventy-seven
times." This weeks Gospel allows us to understand
the true meaning behind forgiveness. We may have
hoped that Jesus was serious when he said to forgive
77 times. if we manage that, we believe this to mean
that we’ve met our quota and are off the hook. But
that’s not the point. Jesus told a story to let us know
that he isn’t talking about the quantity but rather the
quality of our forgiveness. The king in the parable
didn’t negotiate terms with the servant who owed him
a great deal of money. Rather, when the servant
claimed hardship, he was forgiven all that he owed. As
we move through this week, let us be a beckon of
forgiveness as Jesus instructs, growing in love with
those we encounter.

15th September 2017
15 January 2016

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Monday 18th September
Whole school photography
Wednesday 20th September
Year 7 Cheese & Wine
Wednesday 27th September
Early closure to prepare the site for Open Evening pupils dismissed at 1:30
Thursday 28th September
Open Morning Tours 9:30am
Open Evening 5:30—8:00pm.
Friday 6th October
Target Setting Day
Friday 20th October
INSET day-school closed to pupils
Monday 23rd October— Friday 27th October
Half Term
Wednesday 1st November
Year 7 Parents’ on-line safety presentation 6-7pm
Wednesday 15th November
Sixth Form Open Evening
Wednesday 13th December
Advent Service 6pm
Thursday 21st December
Last Day of Term

EVENING STUDY
Evening Study takes place from 3:10 – 6pm Monday to
Thursday with a hot evening meal served at 5.40pm.
Evening Study will help your child to concentrate on
preparing work for school, study notes, complete
homework and give time to revise; this will improve
their level of achievement in school and in
examinations. It is essential that students are actively
involved in study, homework and revision to secure
success. Please encourage your child to attend.
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FROM THE CHAPLAIN’S DESK….
….. AUTUMN TERM 2017/18
Well, the season is under way and
already there are casualties in the
“sack race” as the Bookmakers have
made a list of their “favourites” to be
sacked first! There are already
casualties but I’m sure you either
know that and/or don’t care at all! I
suppose it always comes down to personal interest!
Sport for so many people is a hit or a miss but for my
purpose this morning, as I write, I like to use it as a
yardstick. Last night my team were “hammered” by a
French side! However, in Scotland they are the
outstanding leaders because they are so much better
organised; financially speaking; and therefore can
afford to be more generous with their players. That
French side however bought a couple of well-known
stars costing more than the whole of my home team.
Remember however, the season before last Leicester
won the Premiership? That was done to good
management, hard work, endeavour and above all –
desire!

I cannot emphasise however the importance of our
teamwork. All of us, together, to achieve we need all of
the above mentioned ingredients.
As I have said at the beginning of each year, over the past
ten years, ad nauseam, as you send your children back to
school you can rest assured that they are in the safest
and best hands possible. With your help and your
support as parents, we promise that we will continue
doing and playing our part in developing your children
into the most happy and developed individuals ready and
fit for all the tasks that will confront them in the years
ahead. Together we can and together we will make a
difference.
In a world filled with violence of all kinds we show our
community that with our Gospel values and school ethos
that harmony is possible. Living our gospel values we
show that people who are “different” can live and work
together. People of different backgrounds, faiths, creeds
and ethnic origins can live as a single family: working,
playing and praying together. We have a common goal:
to make this world a better place by being the best we
can be as we strive for excellence. It is a pursuit worth
aiming for!

This year as our results will tell you we have had great Every blessing to you and yours,
achievements! Again with hard work and focus and
Fr. Kevin
attention to detail our students, your children have
achieved so so much! Aiming for Perfection is a
beacon for our students. We at Bishop Douglass know
all about focus and attention to detail. Those sporting
references I’ve mentioned highlight everything that
has taken place this past year here in our School.
For the fourth year in a row our results have just got
better. I met some of our students in the High
Street and was almost blinded by the gleam coming
from their smiles. I am just so pleased for all of
them – but even more so for a Staff who just won’t
quit and will continue to support and guide your
children keeping them on task and keeping them
focused for what lies ahead. You gave us your
children in Year 7 and we made a promise to you to
give them back to you as mature and beautiful
young adults. Together, parents teachers students
we have the magical potion to bring this about.
Together, with a lot of hard work, determination,
focus and support from us all we will achieve our
promise and our students will reach their goals.

THIS WEEK’S TOP E-PRAISE ACHIEVERS:
Year 7: Francesco Cammilleri (7 Ward), Tia Handscomb
(7 Ward) and Calum Hendry (7 Campion) (+35)
Year 8: Kwadwo Addo (8 Ward) (+35)
Year 9: Stella Win (9 Campion) (+20)
Year 10: Elisha Chan (10 Campion) (+35)
Year 11: Sarah Kneer (11 Campion) (+25)
Year 12: Isaac Abdulahi (12 All Saints) and Daniel
Shanghanoo (12 All Saints) (+5)
Year 13: Jesse Towoua (13 Line) (+5)
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Let's get DRAMATIC! - NEWS FROM THE DRAMA DEPARTMENT
The Drama Department welcomed local company Diverse Arts to run a workshop from their LAMDA tuition course
for a Year 8 class this week. Eloise Parkin reported afterwards: 'my favourite part was being tested on
improvisation skills and teamwork!'
The GCSE and AS Drama courses have had an exciting start, with students rehearsing and performing Greek
Theatre and vocal techniques. Well done to the Drama students! Watch this space for details of their final
performances later in the year.

Pictured left to right:
Y11 GCSE Drama students Chisom Onuma, Jacadi Gardener, Maria Vasiliev, Alexis Ebimomi

Pictured left to right:
Y12 AS Drama and Theatre students: Panna Zsoldos, Jayde Gayle, Beatiz Machado, Shirham Hassan
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WORDS OF THE WEEK
Monday: Foresight (Noun) – The ability to see or plan for what will happen in the future.
When it starts raining on the walk to school, you will wish you had the foresight to bring an umbrella.
Luckily I had the foresight to prepare extra food for the unexpected guests!
Tuesday: Arbitrary (Adjective) - depending on individual discretion (as of a judge) and not fixed by law
I made an arbitrary decision to eat at the first restaurant we saw.
If you don't explain the marking system to the students, it might be interpreted as being arbitrary and unfair.
Wednesday: Scrupulous (Adjective) - having moral integrity, acting in strict regard for what is considered right or
proper; punctiliously exact
The head chef had to be scrupulous about cleaning standards in the kitchen.
The auditor was required to pay scrupulous attention to detail.
Thursday: Palpable (Adjective) - a feeling or atmosphere so intense as to seem almost tangible,: plain to see or
comprehend:
The tension in the room was palpable.
The bump on the end of his nose was palpable.
She was in so much pain it was almost palpable.
Friday: Flippant (Adjective) - lacking proper respect or seriousness, not showing a serious or respectful attitude:
The judge was not amused by his flippant remark in response to the accident.
He was always the flippant and carefree type of fellow and never focused on his studies.

MATHS CHALLENGE—SOLUTION TO FOLLOW NEXT WEEK

Maths Challenge
Here is a set of six fractions:

Choose some of the fractions and add them
together. You can use as many fractions as you
like, but you can only use each fraction once.
Can you get an answer that is close to 1?
What is the closest to 1 that you can get?
See Madam Gant with your answers to win
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EXTRA-CURRICULAR AND STUDY SUPPORT
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Before School
8.00-8.45am

Homework Support
A1.1
Independent
Study
Library
Breakfast Club
Hall – free breakfast before
8.20am

Homework Support
A1.1
Independent
Study
Library
Breakfast Club
Hall – free breakfast before
8.20am

Homework Support
A1.1
Independent
Study
Library
Breakfast Club
Hall – free breakfast before
8.20am

Homework Support
A1.1
Independent
Study
Library
Breakfast Club
Hall – free breakfast before 8.20am

Homework Support
A1.1
Independent
Study
Library
Breakfast Club
Hall – free breakfast before
8.20am

Lunchtime
1.30-2pm

Homework Support
A1.1
Independent
Study
Library

Homework Support
A1.1
Independent
Study
Library

Homework Support
A1.1
Independent
Study
Library

Homework Support
A1.1
Independent
Study
Library

Homework Support
A1.1
Independent
Study
Library

After School
3.10-6pm

Homework Support A1.1 (To
4:10)
Evening Study
Library
*Hot meal served
at 5.45pm

Homework Support A1.1 (To
4:10)
Evening Study
Library
*Hot meal served
at 5.45pm

Homework Support A1.1 (To
4:10)
Evening Study
Library
*Hot meal served
at 5.45pm

Homework Support A1.1 (To
4:10)
Evening Study
Library
*Hot meal served
at 5.45pm

Homework Support A1.1 (To
4:10)

EXTRA-CURRICULAR CLUBS—WHOLE SCHOOL:
Lunchtime
1.30-2pm

After School
3.10-4.10pm

Monday
Fitness Club
Fitness Suite
Basketball
Basketball Courts

Bishop Douglass
Youth Club
(BDYC)
Sports Hall
*Runs until
5:30pm
Year 7 Football
trials

Tuesday
Fitness Club
Fitness Suite
Basketball
Basketball
Courts
KS3 Arts Club
T1.3
Music practice
Music Dept.

Wednesday
Fitness Club
Fitness Suite
Basketball
Basketball
Courts
Film Club Y7&8
B3.2
Rock School
Music Dept.

Football
Fixture:
Year 8 v St
Paul’s (Home)

STEM Club
S0.5
Drama Club
Drama Studio
Orchestra
Music Dept.
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Thursday
Fitness Club
Fitness Suite
Gardening Club
S0.7

Friday
Fitness Club
Fitness Suite

Dance Club
Dance Studio

Fitness Club
Fitness Suite

Gospel Choir
Music Dept.

Chess Club
S0.1

