Bishop Douglass Catholic School
Parent Newsletter
In Pursuit of Excellence

INTRODUCTION
Social media plays a big part in most of our pupils’ leisure
time and it is important to us that our pupils are aware of
the dangers of its use as well as the benefits. Increasingly
we have seen a rise in the use of social media for bullying,
and we have therefore included a guide for parents on
page 2 of this newsletter.
Emailing the School
We want to communicate as effectively as possible with
parents. Please do not send emails directly to members
of staff—teachers do not always have time during their
busy day to monitor their email accounts.
Please use the school email address for all
communication:
schooladmin@bishopdouglass.barnet.sch.uk .
Emails will be monitored by the office and forwarded to
the member of staff who can best deal with them.
FORTHCOMING EVENTS
22 Jan First Sage Club meeting for Year at 08.15
7 Feb: 6th Form Parents’ Evening from 16.30
February Half Term—week commencing 12 Feb 2018
19 Feb: Year 9 DTP & Meningitis Vaccinations

19th January 2018
15 January 2016

OXFORD UNIVERSITY TRIP
BRILLIANT CLUB
At first the majority of us were baffled by the concept of ‘The
Brilliant Club Scholars’ Programme’ but the highly
anticipated day soon came where we travelled to Wadham
College, Oxford University to attend its launch day.
When we first arrived, we had an introduction on what the
Scholars’ Programme is, how it is ‘super-curricular’ and how
it will benefit our studies. We were told we would have to
write a 2000 word essay but that didn’t seem like too much
compared to the 75,000-100,000 word essay they
mentioned that you would write during a PhD.
The morning consisted of debating sessions where we
practiced public speaking and learnt differences between
academic arguments and general arguments. Soon after, we
attended a university-style lecture where we discussed a TED
talk on why some people choose to become vegetarian,
which was fairly interesting and informative.
During the afternoon, we had the chance to tour Balliol
College, a few streets away, which is also part of the 38
colleges that make up Oxford University. We had the chance
to view the stunning grounds, as well as the halls, libraries
and dorm rooms that some students live in.
All in all, the day was an unmissable experience. The
Brilliant Club is a great opportunity and we have learnt so
much about the pathways that we could take in our future.
Stella Win 9C

SPIRITUALITY MATTERS
This week, we celebrated the special Peace Sunday. Our
Holy Father, Pope Francis is invoking our Catholic
community to call out to God for peace in our world. The
theme for this year’s Peace Sunday is “Migrants and
refugees: men and women in search of peace”. Let us
draw inspiration from the words of Saint John Paul II: “If
the ‘dream’ of a peaceful world is shared by all, if the
refugees’ and migrants’ contribution is properly
evaluated, then humanity can become more and more a
universal family and our earth a true ‘common home’.
Throughout history, many have believed in this “dream”,
and their achievements are a testament to the fact that
it is no mere utopia. In light of Peace Sunday, let us all
spend some time today in intercession and thanksgiving
for those who are making peace a reality in our world.
www.bishopdouglass.barnet.sch.uk
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SOCIAL MEDIA
Bishop Douglass is a very safe school and results from the Safe Questionnaire confirm this with 99% responding
that they feel ‘safe and happy in school’. Bullying in school is rare, but one issue causing conflict is inappropriate
use of social media. This is happening outside of school, spoiling over into arguments and conflict here. We
perfectly understand that social media is an integral part of modern life, but you, as a parent, have a duty to help
your child so that they use it appropriately and not to abuse or intimidate others or on the other hand, become a
victim.

So, how can you support your child?
1.
2.
3.

4.
5.
6.
7.

Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and Snapchat have a minimum age policy of 13 and WhatsApp’s is 16.
However it’s fairly easy to circumnavigate this by entering false information, so check.
Younger students should always use their PCs in a public area at home e.g. the living room, so that you can
see what they are doing
Bishop Douglass is a mobile free school, but insist on a cut off point for mobile use in the evenings. Do not
allow your child to have access to their phone overnight. This applies even to older students as many arrive
in school tired due to having used their phone into the early hours.
Monitor the sites they are visiting to ensure they are age/subject appropriate. Use parental controls to
block any illicit sites.
Check ‘Group Chats’ especially. These are often used to target and bully individuals and your child can
unwittingly be drawn into cyberbullying.
Ask them to share their photo galleries and accounts with you. Too many young people put themselves at
risk by talking to strangers on line and/or sending sexually explicit photographs of themselves to others!
Ensure that they understand that whatever they post online is captured forever and is not entirely
anonymous and can be easily shared. This could be distressing and could cause problems later in life when
applying for further education and jobs.

As a parent, the best thing you can do is be aware of the risks of using social media and communicate these to
your child. So, if a problem occurs, you are both ready.
We abhor bullying or abuse of any kind at Bishop Douglass, so always report it to us by the usual channels and
keep us informed in the rare case that it may occur.

BASKETBALL SUCCESS

UNIFORM MATTERS

The Year 11 boys basketball team
has continued their winning streak
with 61-56 win over Friern Barnet
this week, taking their unbeaten
record into a third year.

Uniform has been very good thus far this term but
there are still a few recalcitrant issues:

coats should be navy or black;

trainers are banned footwear;

a single pair of stud/sleeper earrings are
allowed, in gold or silver;

haircuts should be regular.
Please refer to the journal, pages 5 & 6, for details.
Thank you in advance for your support in
addressing these issues.
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Maths Challenge
THIS WEEK’S TOP EPRAISE

Find a solution to the equation

WINNERS

28x + 30y + 31z = 365

Year 7: Manahwee Miles (7 Fisher) (+65)

where x, y, and z are positive whole
numbers.

Year 8: Emanuela Candido (8 Ward) (+40)
Year 9: Mariam Amin Sadek (9 Ward) (+25)
Year 10: Delane Brandy (10 Fisher) (+35)

WORDS OF THE WEEK

Year 11: Litchina McKenzie (11 More) (+35)
Year 12: Tzu-Ching Yao (12 All Saints) (+60)

Monday- Rapport (noun): a close and harmonious relationship in which
the people or groups concerned understand each other's feelings or
ideas and communicate well:

Year 13: Justice Eluma (13 Southwell) (+40)




AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS
All clubs have started again after the Christmas
break. The clubs are listed on the next page, but
here is Monday’s Trampoline Club, held in the
Dance Studio, in action:

She can quickly establish a good rapport with the children she
works with.
It can be hard to develop rapport with a crowd from such a
distance.

Tuesday- Amalgamate (verb): combine or unite to form one
organisation or structure:



The two small schools decided to amalgamate and share
resources.
The editors will amalgamate all the information into one article

Wednesday – Fluke (noun): an unlikely chance occurrence, especially a
surprising piece of luck:



It was such a fluke that we crossed paths again after all these
years.
It wasn’t a fluke that Sarah won the Spelling Bee since she had
been studying for months.

Thursday – Intersperse (verb): scatter among or between other things;
place here and there:



The gardening group was advised to intersperse the seeds to
ensure a colourful mix of flowers in the spring.
I liked the way the author would intersperse the story with photos
and drawings. It made it more interesting

Friday – Holocaust (noun): destruction or slaughter on a mass scale,
esp. caused by fire or nuclear war:

Maths Challenge - Solution
In this question, the equation is asking how
many months are there of 28, 30 and 31 days?
So, x = 1, y = 4 and z = 7.

x = 2, y = 1, and z = 9 is the only other solution.
In this case there are also 12 months in a year!




A nuclear holocaust seemed a real possibility in the 1950s.
The mass murder of Jews, as well as members of other persecuted
groups, under the German Nazi regime during the period 1941-45
is referred to as the Holocaust. During the Second World War
roughly 6 million Jewish people were killed in the Holocaust. We
remember all those who lost their lives on Holocaust Memorial
Day, on 27th January every year.
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EXTRA-CURRICULAR AND STUDY SUPPORT
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Before School
8.00-8.45am

Homework Support
A1.1
Independent
Study
Library
Breakfast Club
Hall – free breakfast before
8.20am

Homework Support
A1.1
Independent
Study
Library
Breakfast Club
Hall – free breakfast before
8.20am

Homework Support
A1.1
Independent
Study
Library
Breakfast Club
Hall – free breakfast before
8.20am

Homework Support
A1.1
Independent
Study
Library
Breakfast Club
Hall – free breakfast before 8.20am

Homework Support
A1.1
Independent
Study
Library
Breakfast Club
Hall – free breakfast before
8.20am

Lunchtime
1.30-2pm

Homework Support
A1.1
Independent
Study
Library

Homework Support
A1.1
Independent
Study
Library

Homework Support
A1.1
Independent
Study
Library

Homework Support
A1.1
Independent
Study
Library

Homework Support
A1.1
Independent
Study
Library

After School
3.10-6pm

Support A1.1
(To 4:10)
Evening Study
Library
*Hot meal served
at 5.45pm

Homework Support A1.1 (To
4:10)
Evening Study
Library
*Hot meal served
at 5.45pm

Homework Support A1.1 (To
4:10)
Evening Study
Library
*Hot meal served
at 5.45pm

Homework Support A1.1 (To
4:10)
Evening Study
Library
*Hot meal served
at 5.45pm

Homework Support A1.1 (To
4:10)

EXTRA-CURRICULAR CLUBS—WHOLE SCHOOL:
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Lunchtime
1.30-2pm

Fitness Club
Fitness Suite
Basketball
Basketball
Courts

Fitness Club
Fitness Suite
Basketball
Basketball
Courts
KS3 Arts Club
T1.3
Choir for Year s
7 & 8 in E0.6

Fitness Club
Fitness Suite
Basketball
Basketball
Courts
Film Club Y7&8
B3.2

Fitness Club
Fitness Suite
Gardening Club
S0.7
Geography club
for Years 7&8
Choir for Year s
10, 11 & Sixth
Form in E0.6

Fitness Club
Fitness Suite

After School
3.10-4.10pm

Bishop
Douglass Youth
Club (BDYC)
Sports Hall
*Runs until
5:30pm

Music practice
Music Dept.

Rock School
Music Dept.

Dance Club
Dance Studio

Fitness Club
Fitness Suite

Gospel Choir
Music Dept.

Chess Club
S0.1

STEM Club
S0.5
Drama Club
Drama Studio
Orchestra
Music Dept
Trampoline
Club
Dance Studio

Fixture: Year 8
Basketball v E
Barnet @ BD
(Mr.Sozzi)
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