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INTRODUCTION 

     FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

 
Friday 23rd October: INSET  Day (pupils not in 

school) 

Monday 26th—Friday 30th October: Half Term 

National Poetry Day was celebrated on Thursday 
with every teacher being encouraged to link poetry 
to their subject. We were also very excited to have 
the Parliament Education and Engagement team in 
filming our students, due to the sterling work of Ms 
Lewinton and the Politics curriculum we provide.   

We want to encourage our students to get involved 
in the number of clubs we offer at lunchtime and 
after school.  These are on the last page of this 
bulletin.  

A very important reminder - any applications for a 
place in Year 7 for September 2021 must be 
submitted online via the Common Admissions for 
your home borough AND a Supplementary 
Information Form (SIF) must be submitted to the 
school. This includes siblings. The deadline for 
submission is 31st October 2020.  

Due to popular demand, we have scheduled a live 
and virtual Open House experience of our school on 
Wednesday 14th of October at 7pm. This will give an 
exciting opportunity for any prospective parents to 
ask us questions live and to explore the areas of the 
school they would like to find out more 
about.  Please pass on this information to anyone 
you think may be interested.  

We are always very proud and love to show visitors 
around. We have therefore made opportunities to 
visit the school from the 12th October to the 23rd of 
October  and these school time tours will take place 
from 9.10am to 10.10am. We can also offer tours 
outside of school time, from 4.30pm to 6.30pm. We 
are always mindful of social distancing and safety 
and ask that visitors wear a facemask. Numbers will 
be limited to 6 for each tour. Any prospective 
parents can contact us at 
schooladmin@bishopdouglass.barnet.sch.uk or 
telephone 0208 444 5211 to book a visit. 

Mrs Henderson 
Head of School 

 

Thursday 1st October marked National poetry day and 
at Bishop Douglass, classrooms were alive with poems! 

Each department received a subject- specific poem to 
focus on with students and it was truly wonderful to 
see all teachers embracing the challenge.  

On the day, our school Twitter was awash with 
students reciting poems. The English department were 
in their element and students explored, wrote and 
recited poems all day! A special mention should go to 
the French department, where students wrote and 
translated poems, Drama where students composed 
and performed pieces based on the poetry of Kate 
Tempest and Politics where there was engagement 
with Akala's works. 

The celebrations won't stop at one day, however,  and 
we have plans for our favourite performance poet to 
visit for workshop sessions next week. 

For now, here is a photograph taken on the day. 

Miss Prina 

NATIONAL POETRY DAY 
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BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

Black History Month is an opportunity to celebrate 

the diverse history of individuals from around the 

world whose lives and achievements are not able to 

be covered within the academic History curriculum. 

One way we celebrate these individuals is to 

introduce students to historical figures of the week. 

However, there are far too many inspirational 

examples so for Black History Month we introduce a 

new individual every day in the hope that it will 

inspire students to go and learn more. 

Historical figures for the 1st and 2nd of October are 

below. 

PARLIAMENT ONLINE WORKSHOP 

& MARKETING TEAM VISIT 

As part of UK Parliament’s Engagement and 

Education COVID provision, Bishop Douglass 

Politics students were able to participate in an 

Online Workshop which introduced them to 

Parliament. This was instead of the annual visit to 

the Houses of Parliament. This also provided year 

13 students with a fantastic opportunity for 

revision of UK Politics as part of their USA Politics 

comparative topic, which they are currently 

studying. The workshop was also attended by 

members of year 9 and 10 who have expressed 

an interest in politics whether that be through 

their participation in the school parallel Election 

last December, Model United Nations, 

DebateMate or during classes. The workshop was 

run through Microsoft Teams with a member of 

the Education team accompanying the slides 

shared with explanation and discussion 

opportunities. There was also another team 

member working the chat function in order to 

provide more information and entertained the 

students with plenty of topical memes! Students 

were posed questions and dilemmas which they 

discussed in their groups and fed back to 

Madame Lewinton for the chat. Students 

engaged fantastically well, and the hosts were 

incredibly impressed with how knowledgeable 

Bishop Douglass students are. It was a really 

informative workshop, and went some way to 

ensuring that students are not missing out on the 

cultural and educational experiences in the 

current climate. These activities are vital for 

encouraging a growing interest and engagement 

in the student’s citizenship. Students also had the 

opportunity to use computers to access 360 

degree tours of both Houses of Parliament, and 

see them side-by-side which enabled much 

discussion about their differences and functions. 

Continued overleaf……... 
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PARLIAMENT ONLINE 

WORKSHOP  

SAINT OF THE WEEK 

Students were also provided with the chance to play 

the game ‘MP for a Week’ which gave them behind-

the-scenes experience into life as an MP. Students did 

not make it very far into the week before becoming 

overwhelmed by the number of emails, meetings and 

votes MPs are expected to do in addition to spending 

time in constituency, aiding their party and retaining 

their voter support. It was an interactive and 

engaging way for students to appreciate what the job 

role of an MP entails. 

In addition to the workshop, members of Parliament’s 

Marketing Team came to get video and photo footage 

of our students enjoying the workshop and making 

the most of the new resources being provided. 

Students were keen to engage and provided eloquent 

interviews afterwards. We are looking forward to 

receiving the footage and seeing our now-famous 

Politics students and department on Parliament’s 

YouTube, Facebook and Instagram in the next few 

weeks. Students represented the school fantastically 

and I was incredibly proud of them! 

Miss Lewinton 

Saint Robert Bellarmine 

Life: 17th Century AD 
Country of Origin: Italy 
Historical significance: Bellarmine was a professor 
of theology and later rector of the Roman College, 
and in 1602 became Archbishop of Capua. He 
supported the reform decrees of the Council of 
Trent. He wrote several short books intended to 
help ordinary people in their spiritual life. 
Bellarmine was canonized by Pope Pius XI in 1930; 
the following year he was declared a Doctor of the 
Church. 

NEWS FROM THE SIXTH FORM 

Tuesday saw a much anticipated and well-attended 
talk about what it's really like to study Law at a 
Russell Group university by ex-student Jasmine 
Ebimomi (University of Warwick and soon to 
complete her Masters at LSE). 

Both year 12 and 13 would-be Law students 
attended this session and were captivated and 
motivated by Jasmine's talk in which she urged 
them to "break out of the bubble that society 
wants to restrict you in". Jasmine's main advice was 
to work hard! She explained how her own Bishop 
Douglass journey (ending in exceptional A-Level 
grades at A*/A*/A) was one of reflection and sheer 
hard work, particularly in Year 13. She also strongly 
advised students to appreciate their teachers and 
use them as an excellent resource for getting 
through A-Level studies and completing a winning 
UCAS personal statement. 

Students left the session feeling buoyant and 
determined to apply for that Law degree! 
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CLUBS 

Monday-  Perplexed - (Adjective) - Completely 

baffled; very puzzled. 
 
I was perplexed by the Maths problem my teacher 
presented to me. 

She gave him a perplexed look. 
 

 
Tuesday- Conspiracy - (Noun) - A secret plan by 

a group to do something unlawful or harmful. 
 
The three men are accused of conspiracy. 

I suspected that he was involved in the conspiracy. 
 

 

Wednesday- Mitigate - (Verb) - Make 

(something bad) less severe, serious, or painful. 
 
The doctor gave me a prescription to mitigate the 
pain. 

Good information on a product can mitigate this 
problem. 
 

 
Thursday- Prescient - (Adjective) - Having or 

showing knowledge of events before they take place. 
 
The critics were unfortunately quite prescient. 

It was a remarkably prescient vision. 
 
 

Friday- Congregate - (Verb) - Gather into a crowd 

or mass. 
 
Crowds began to congregate to hear the President’s 
speech. 

During the summer teenagers often congregate at 
the beach. 
 

WORDS OF THE WEEK 

 

 Monday 

AM   

Lunch Indoor football - year 11 

Fitness - year 11 

PM Sport – year 7 & 8 

Drama club – year 8 

Tuesday 

AM Sage club - year 7 & 8 

Lunch Moment for Jesus – year 7 & 8 

PM Dance club– year 8 

Wednesday 

AM   

Lunch Bible club – year 7 & 8 

Indoor football – year 9 

Fitness – year 9 

Geography Society – year 10 & 11 

Russian Speaking club – Year 10, 

11, 12 & 13 

PM Sport – year 9 

Thursday 

AM   

Lunch Moment for Jesus year 7 & 8 

Model United Nations –year 10, 

11, 12 & 13 

Indoor football – year 10 

Fitness – year 10 

PM   

Friday 

AM Mass - Chapel 

Lunch Indoor football – year 7 & 8 

Fitness – year 7 & 8 

Year 10 DofE – A3.3 

Social Justice year 10, 11, 12 & 13 

PM Science club year 7 

Sport – year 10 & 11 


