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INTRODUCTION 

The highlight of school this week was our Firework 
display on Wednesday. Thanks for your support of 
this and the money given to support the homeless 
charity, The Passage. This is an example of how we 
live out our mission of supporting one another in the 
community. As we enter another lockdown, I am 
aware that the pressure is on us all and that for our 
young people we need to do more to support their 
mental health through organising more fun events 
like this. Clubs have started in earnest during this 
week. Please see the timetable on back of the 
newsletter and encourage your child to attend. Enjoy 
the weekend.  

God bless. 

Michelle Henderson 
Head of School 

  

SIXTH FORM REWARDS 
BREAKFAST 

This morning, we celebrated Sixth Formers 
demonstrating excellent behaviour, attendance, and 
punctuality in their first half term in year 12 and 13. 
Our students have made such a fantastic start back 
to their education that over 53% of students were 
eligible for their rewards breakfast! We are very 
proud of you - keep up the wonderful work!  

SIXTH FORM OPEN EVENING 

 
 

 

On Wednesday 25th November, we are hosting a Sixth 
Form Open Evening for both our current year 11 
students from 4:10pm to 5:30pm and for year 11 
students who currently attend other schools from 
5:30pm to 6:30pm. There will be opportunities to find 
out about the courses on offer, how to apply to the 
Sixth Form, as well as the chance to visit departments 
and talk to staff.  At Bishop Douglass, we have learning 
pathways geared towards moving successfully onto 
university as well as into the workplace. 

Bishop Douglass Sixth Form provides exceptional 
teaching and a high quality education for our 

students. The Sixth Form teachers are specialists in 
the areas they teach, and they really care about you 
and your progress. Our results show that Bishop 
Douglass is consistently in the top 20% of best 
performing schools in the country. Not only do we 
care about your learning at Key Stage 5, but we also 
care about your progression after you leave the Sixth 
Form and our extremely proud of the destinations of 
our previous cohorts. We provide bespoke specialist 
one-to-one careers and UCAS guidance.  

Please share this advert with any family or friends you 
may have who are transitioning to year 12 next 
September. 

     FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

Wednesday 11th  November:  Remembrance Day 

Service 

Monday 30th November: INSET Day (School closed 

to pupils) 

Monday 7th November: Whole School Assessment 

Week 

Monday 14th December: Carol Service 

Thursday 17th December: Last Day of Term 

Follow Bishop Douglass on Twitter!  
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Many thanks to the parent who attended our parents forum on Wednesday. Your views as parents is very 
important to us as we live out our school mission to be the best we can be, in the pursuit of excellence. I was 
very grateful for all the positive feedback about how much the children are enjoying coming to school and feel 
happy and safe here. There will always be learning points and I have summarised below the main ones: 

Children had gone home excited by the firework display and it was asked if we can have more fun events. 
ACTION: Inter house competitions will be looked at for Sport and Spelling during this half-term. 

Children are being given lots of homework. ACTION: We think a strong work ethic is important for our 
students but we do not want them to be exhausted and staying up too late to complete them. Once they have 
spent the allocated time per homework, per night, parents please sign to let the teacher know. 

When a child is absent and a message is left on the answerphone, no one gets back to you, so it is difficult to 
know if the message has been received. ACTION: Parents can now also email in to 
attendance@bishopdouglass.barnet.sch.uk to advise us of an absence and we will acknowledge receipt. You 
can continue to phone and leave a message if this is easier for you. 

In these hard times of lockdown, what extra support can we give for parents who are struggling financially? 
ACTION Applications for a Free School Meal form are available from 
schooladmin@bishopdouglass.barnet.sch.uk. We also have Foodback vouchers available at the school. We 
have some spare second hand uniform items, including shoes and coats available. A reminder we give free 
breakfast for students who arrive early before 8:20 and if students stay for evening prep we give them a free 
hot meal. Clubs are free for your child to attend. If you are experiencing hardship please do let us know and 
we can explore other options to help you. 

Children are finding their travel times longer due to issues with the buses. Parents are unhappy with the  611 
bus being withdrawn. What can we as parents do? ACTION: Please write to your local MP. If you live in our 
area it is mike.freer.mp@parliament.uk and our Labour councillor is cllr.a.mittra@barnet.gov.uk . For other 
Boroughs please go to https://members.parliament.uk/members/commons to find the name and contacts for 
your local MP.  Please also contact TfL at Mark Hart Community Partnership Specialist | Local Communities & 
Partnerships, mark.hart@tube.tfl.gov.uk  to log your concerns. I will also contact the local bus garage about 
buses going past school children at bus stops. 

The next Parent Forum will be on 6th January 2021. Email my PA schooladmin@bishopdouglass.barnet.sch.uk 
if you would like to attend. 

PARENTS FORUM  

The Drama department are running Drama Club for KS3 every Thursday lunchtime in 
E04. We have been exploring our physical and vocal skills through Drama games, script 
work and improvisation. During Drama Club we are looking at Philip Ridley’s play, 
‘Sparkleshark’. A story about a boy named Jake who writes magical stories in a secret 
book. He meets a girl named Polly and together they learn that you shouldn’t judge 
people on appearances. This coming-of-age play has lots of twists and turns to take the 
audience on a journey through fantasy, mystery, danger, love and the final encounter 
with Sparkleshark. 

There were some superb performances from Ahmed, Emily, Nina, Deborah and Tevion 
from 7C who performed the roles of Polly, Jake and Natasha with confidence and 
enthusiasm.  

If you have any questions, please ask your Drama teacher.  

DRAMA 
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mailto:schooladmin@bishopdouglass.barnet.sch.uk
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 BISHOP DOUGLASS HOUSE SAINTS 

Saint Thomas More 
Life: 1478-1535 
Country of Origin: England 
Historical significance:  
Sir Thomas More, venerated in the Catholic Church as Saint Thomas 
More, was an English lawyer, social philosopher, author, statesman, and 
noted Renaissance humanist. He also served Henry VIII as Lord High 
Chancellor of England. 

Saint Edmund Campion 
Life: 1540-1581 
Country of Origin: England 
Historical significance:  
Saint Edmund Campion, S.J., was an English Catholic Jesuit priest and 
martyr. While conducting an underground ministry in officially Angli-
can England, Campion was arrested by priest hunters. Convicted of 
high treason, he was hanged, drawn and quartered at Tyburn. 

Saint Margaret Ward 
Life: 1550-1588 
Country of Origin: England 
Historical significance:  
Saint Margaret Ward, the "pearl of Tyburn", was an English 
Catholic martyr who was executed during the reign of Elizabeth I 
for assisting a priest to escape from prison. She was canonised in 
1970, as one of the Forty Martyrs of England and Wales. 

Saint Nicholas Owen 
Life: 1562-1606 
Country of Origin: England 
Historical significance:  
Saint Nicholas Owen, S.J., was a Jesuit lay brother who was the principal 
builder of priest holes during the reigns of Queen Elizabeth I and James I of 
England. After his final arrest, he was tortured to death by prison 
authorities in the Tower of London. 

Saint John Fisher 
Life: 1469-1535 
Country of Origin: England 
Historical significance:  
John Fisher, was an English Catholic bishop, cardinal, and theologian. 
Fisher was also an academic, and eventually served as Chancellor of the 
University of Cambridge. He was martyred in the English Reformation. 
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PTA 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Our first PTA meeting this academic year will 
take place via Zoom on Thursday, the 12th of 
November 2020 at 4pm.  

Everyone is welcome to join. If you are 
interested, please email us on 
schooladmin@bishopdouglass.barnet.sch.uk to 
confirm attendance and receive further details, 
including the zoom link. Make sure to 
reference PTA Zoom Meeting in your email 
subject. 
The focus of the meeting is to come up with 
fundraising ideas we can still do despite the 
current restrictions.  

Thank you for your support and looking 
forward to the meeting. 

Ms Wejknis 

BD PTA Coordinator 

FIREWORKS DISPLAY 

The Bishop Douglass students were treated to a 
magnificent display of fireworks on Wednesday 4th 
November 2020. Over 150 students decided to stay a little 
bit later after their afternoon activities, which included 
intervention, debate mate, evening study, music and 
sports, in order to watch this year’s fireworks display.  

Before the event, the pupils were treated to freshly 
cooked snacks and soft drinks as staff setup the evening’s 
entertainment.  

“It is my first year at Bishop Douglass so I was looking 
forward to seeing the fireworks. It was great! I haven’t 
seen that many fireworks before” 

(7 Campion pupil) 

“I go every year. I always look forward to it as Mr O’Brien 
gets the best fireworks”  

(10 More pupil) 

“I only stayed as I heard there would be pizza. I am glad I 
did as it was so much fun seeing the fireworks with all my 
friends” 

Mr O’Brien 

mailto:schooladmin@bishopdouglass.barnet.sch.uk
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Historical Figure of the Week:

Life: Feb 1732 – Dec 1799

Country of Origin: USA

Historical significance: 
Washington was an American political 

leader, military general, statesman, 
and Founding Father who served as 

the first president of the United 

States from 1789-97. He had 

led Patriot forces to victory in the 
nation's War for Independence against 

Britain. He presided at the 1787 

Constitutional Convention, which 
established the U.S. Constitution and 

America’s federal government. 

Context and Cultural Capital 

To learn more about George Washington, visit:  

https://www.whitehouse.gov/about-the-white-
house/presidents/george-washington/ 
 
Watch: Hamilton – all about the Founding Fathers 
and the writing of the American constitution 
(currently on Disney+) 
Visit (virtually): George Washington’s estate, 
Mount Vernon Access here: https://
virtualtour.mountvernon.org/ 
Memorise: America’s Pledge of Allegiance – all 
school children recite this in school everyday 
(similarly to how we do prayers):  
KS4/5: Listen: Podcast - In Our Time, Washington 
and the American Revolution on BBC Sounds: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p004y28v 
Research: The Pardoning of the Thanksgiving 
Turkey. 

LEARN WITH THE LORDS – 
Question and Answer Session on 
MS Teams 

On Monday 2nd November, year 12 and 13 Politics 
students had the opportunity to connect with Lord 
Rooker, as part of the Learn with Lords initiative run 
by UK Parliament. They were told which Lord we 
were meeting in advance, to read his Parliament bio 
and think of some questions, and then had 30 
minutes on MS Teams to get these answered.  
Lord Rooker was friendly, informative and honest. He 
was prepared to answer questions on a wide range of 
topics; from how Parliament works, to the logistics of 
Parliament during COVID, to his personal opinions on 
Brexit and the Labour anti-Semitism scandal. 
Students came up with a range of fantastic questions, 
and were interested to get the answers – notes were 
furiously scribbled and Madame Lewinton was met 
with many questions after the conclusion of the 
session because there was simply not enough time 
for them all! This is a fantastic opportunity for 
education and engagement provided by UK 
Parliament and will hopefully be available to more 
and more students throughout the academic year. 

US Election 
2020

Students have discussed:
• Who are the candidates? 
• Who are the parties?
• What are the main 

policies being fought over 
in this election?

• What is the electoral 
college?

• What are swings states?
Results accurate at time of publishing
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https://virtualtour.mountvernon.org/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p004y28v
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p004y28v
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p004y28v
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CLUBS 

 

Monday- Illustrious - (Adjective) - Well known, 

respected, and admired for past achievements.  
 
The leader of the country will recognise the 
illustrious scientist in a private ceremony 

The illustrious young man earned very high score on 
the college entrance exam. 
 

 
Tuesday- Penultimate - (Adjective)- Second 

last; Last but one in a series of things. 
 
November is the penultimate month of the year. 

The penultimate draft of my story will be edited and 
then published as a novel. 
 
 

Wednesday- Sporadic - (Adjective)- Occurring 

at irregular intervals or only in a few places; scattered 
or isolated. 
 
As a result of the storm, planes are leaving the 
airport at a sporadic pace. 

The doctor decided to hospitalise my mother 
because of her sporadic heartbeat. 
 
 

Thursday-  Remorse - (Noun) - Deep regret or 

guilt for a wrong committed. 
 
She was filled with remorse for the crime 

Bill felt remorse when he crashed his friend's car. 
 
 

Friday- Deterrent - (Noun) - A thing that discourages 
or is intended to discourage someone from doing 
something. 
 
His punishment will be a deterrent to others. 

The small fines for this type of crime do not act as 
much of a deterrent. 

 

WORDS OF THE WEEK 

 

 Monday 

AM   

Lunch Indoor football - year 11 

Fitness - year 11 

PM Sport – year 7 & 8 

Drama club – year 8 

Tuesday 

AM Sage club - year 7 & 8 

Lunch Moment for Jesus – year 7 & 8 

PM Dance club– year 8 

Wednesday 

AM   

Lunch Bible club – year 7 & 8 

Debatemate—year 7,8 &9 

Indoor football – year 9 

Fitness – year 9 

Geography Society – year 10 & 11 

Russian Speaking club – Year 10, 

11, 12 & 13 

PM Sport – year 9 

Thursday 

AM   

Lunch Moment for Jesus year 7 & 8 

Model United Nations –year 10, 

11, 12 & 13 

Indoor football – year 10 

Fitness – year 10 

Drama Club KS3 

PM   

Friday 

AM Mass - Chapel 

Lunch Indoor football – year 7 & 8 

Fitness – year 7 & 8 

Year 10 DofE – A3.3 

Social Justice year 10, 11, 12 & 13 

PM Science club year 7 

Sport – year 10 & 11 


