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INTRODUCTION

10th September 2021

Can I remind parents about driving safely on
Hamilton Road. I am disappointed to see the speed
and parking of some parents. Please be very mindful
of the children and courteous to other drivers. You
should use the first entrance for entering the car
park and the second for exiting. Can I suggest you
enter through Hamilton Road and leave through
Brackenbury Road to try and avoid traffic
congestion. A positive relationship with local
residents is very important to us and we want to
keep everyone safe.
Mrs Henderson, Head of School

Welcome back to everyone
after what we hope has been
a restful and enjoyable
holiday. It has been wonderful
this week to have your
children back and to have a
type of normality return. I
have been so impressed with
their enthusiasm for learning.
They have been a credit to
you and your families.
Congratulations to our Year 11 and 6th Form
students for their excellent examination results. We
know you will be delighted that we secured record
results for the fourth year running. A third of grades
at GCSE were 7+ and in 6th Form 75% A*-B grades.
This ensures that we continue to be one of the top
performing schools in the country and top
performing school in the borough.
We have our Open Evening on Wednesday the 15th
September from 5.30pm-7.30pm. Our students are
the best thing about our school and we have asked
students to help as guides and in departments.
Please sign and return the letter to give your consent
for them to stay. We have sent you our postcard
invite to share with family and friends if they would
like to attend the event it would be lovely to see
them.
We welcomed our new Year 7 pupils to the school
on Monday with a Mass of Welcome. We have
already had our Up the Ante meetings with Year 11
and Year 13 to ensure they get off to a flying start.
Year 12 have their evening on the Monday. I look
forward to this year and have great optimism for
what it will bring for our young people and our
school.
Covid has not gone away and we cannot be
complacent. Children have been given home testing
kits. Please return to testing on a Sunday and
Wednesday to help keep us all safe.

Follow Bishop Douglass on
Social Media!
Alongside the newsletter, you can now keep up
to date with all the latest news via our Twitter,
Instagram and Facebook accounts.

TRACK OF THE WEEK

Symphony No.1 ‘Classical’ by Sergei Prokofiev
Prokofiev was a Russian composer who beat chess
grand master Jose Raul Capablanca in 1914, recorded
at Abbey Road studios, London, and died on the same
day that Stalin’s death was announced in 1953.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5W18N6GipdE
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MACMILLAN COFFEE

SAINT OF THE WEEK

MORNING
The RE department will be holding a Macmillan
coffee morning on Friday 17th September, at break
time in the food tech room.
Last year we were able to raise over £300, and we
hope to build on this success.
We kindly ask for contributions of wrapped cakes,
biscuits and pastries to be handed into school by
Wednesday 15th September.

Saint Gregory the Great

Thank you for supporting the Catholic ethos of the
school.

Life: 7th Century AD
Country of Origin: Italy
Historical significance:

BISHOP DOUGLASS VIRTUAL

MASS
On Friday 3rd September, Bishop Douglass hosted a
virtual Mass for all the schools in Barnet Deanery,
led by our Chaplin Fr. Kevin Ryan. This was well
attended by a number of schools. The Mass was an
opportunity to wish the teachers and pupils a
blessed new year.

Gregory is known for instigating the first
recorded large-scale mission from Rome, the
Gregorian Mission, to convert the then-pagon
Anglo-Saxons in England to Christianity. Gregory
is also well known for his writings, which were
more prolific than those of any of his
predecessors as Pope.

We are thankful for the opportunity to gather
together in worship and look forward to the new
year.
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A FINANCE SUCCESS STORY
The last two years have been difficult for the students at Bishop Douglass, but their resilience and hard work
have allowed them to flourish through some of the hardest times we all have faced over recent years.
A true success story comes from a Year 12 Finance student, Philip Rai. Philip was eager to sit exams during the
January examination series and he proved this was the right decision. Gaining 100% in his examination he set
himself up for success for the remainder of the difficult year. Summer soon approached and Philip provided a
vault of evidence for the London Institute of Banking and Finance look through and provide a final grade.
Philip received a final Year 12 grade of an A in his Certificate in Financial Studies (CeFS). Not only did he receive
an outstanding grade, he was also the recipient of a personalised letter of achievement from Catherine Winter,
the Managing Director of the London Institute of Banking and Finance.

This letter not only praised Philip for his achievements over the last academic year, but included a scholarship for
his further education at the London Institute of Banking and Finance.
Amazing achievement Philip!
Mr Jones
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HARVEST FESTIVAL
Every harvest festival Finchley Foodbank has relied on the
donations of both food and money to help provide food to
support people in our local community who are experiencing
food poverty. Without your generosity we would struggle to
continue, especially as demand has increased by around 600%
over the last 18 months meaning that we are supporting up to 450 people a week with three days emergency
food packages. A third of the people we support weekly are children.
Traditionally we have always experienced an increase in demand at this time of year but this year with the
added burden of the removal of the extra £20 a week universal credit payment, the end of furlough and the
recent reports of increases to electricity and gas bills as we start to enter the autumn, we really do need your
support this harvest.
Harvest is a time which marks the change in seasons, when the farmers collect the food from the fields grown
in the summer months and is stored in preparation for the long winter. It gives us the opportunity to reflect
and be grateful for the variety and ample food that we are very fortunate to have. This festival also gives us
the chance to remember our neighbours who don’t have the same choices.
A shopping list of our much needed non-perishable items can be found on the Finchley Foodbank website:
https://www.finchleyfoodbank.org.uk/give-support. All items need to be in date and in their original
unopened packages.
Alternatively you can make a monetary donation through our online giving page: https://
uk.virginmoneygiving.com/charity-web/charity/displayCharityCampaignPage.action?
charityCampaignUrl=Finchleyfoodbank which we use to supplement our packages with eggs, fresh fruit &
vegetables and cheese.
To arrange a drop off or collection please contact us at finchleyfoodbank@gmail.com, via the contact form on
our website https://www.finchleyfoodbank.org.uk/contact-us, via our Facebook page https://
www.facebook.com/finchleyfoodbank/ or on 07849 558 307.
Thank you very much for your support.
Finchley Foodbank
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WORDS OF THE WEEK
Monday - Submerge - (Verb) - Cause (something) to
be under water.


Houses had been flooded and cars submerged.



She submerged her hands in warm water.

WORDS OF THE WEEK
CHALLENGE
An E-praise opportunity from Ms Lowdell

Tuesday – Nuance - (Noun) - A subtle difference in
or shade of meaning, expression, or sound.


The painter has managed to capture every nuance
of the woman’s expression.



Linguists explore the nuances of language.

Wednesday – Abstruse - (Adjective) - Difficult to
understand; obscure.


Some of the maths students found the abstruse
concept hard to comprehend.



Some of the classic novels are too abstruse for
beginning readers to understand.

SAGE CLUB FOR HIGHLY ABLE

Thursday - Quench - (Verb) - To satisfy an actual or
figurative thirst, or to put out a fire.


Aiming to quench her thirst, the runner guzzled
down the water at full speed.



When they were finally able to quench the flames
of the fire, the firefighters breathed a sigh of
relief.

CAREER OF THE WEEK

Friday – Crave - (Verb) - To feel a powerful desire for
something.


While I was away at college, I would crave homecooked meals.



Many young children crave attention.
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