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INTRODUCTION
Welcome back to everyone after what we hope has
been a restful and enjoyable holiday. We are
delighted to welcome our new Year 7 parents to our
newsletter.
Congratulations to our Year 11 and 6th Form
students who despite the very difficult
circumstances have achieved excellent examination
results. A special welcome also to the new families
joining our 6th form. Saturday intervention for Year
11 and the 6th form starts next week and the
timetable will be sent shortly. A reminder, core mock
exams for Year 11 pupils and Year 13 will take place
from Monday next week, please ensure they are
revising over the weekend.
Please make a note of our forthcoming Virtual Open
Evening on Wednesday 16th September at 7pm, for
parents with children in Year 5 and 6. Come along
and join our virtual meeting to see and hear a
presentation from our headteacher with more
information about Secondary Transfer, please see
the leaflet in the newsletter and the information
with any family and friends who would like to find
out more about us. You have received a letter about
our Target Setting Day on Tuesday 22nd of
September. Please return the reply slip to your
child’s form tutor on Monday.
From Monday 14th September people should not
gather and socialise in more than groups of 6 inside
or outside. Please ensure you are socially distancing
from other parents. Once you have dropped off or
picked up your children please leave the school
straight away. A reminder to wear a face mask. Your
child can now wear face masks which are plain black,
blue or grey. We have a stock of washable facemasks
which we can give to your child for free, if they need
one. They are available from Student Services.
Have a relaxing weekend.
Mrs Henderson
Head of School

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Monday 14th—Friday 18th September: Year 11 and
13 mock exams
Monday 21st September: School Photographs
Tuesday 22nd September: Target Setting Day
Friday 23rd October: INSET Day (pupils not in
school)
Monday 26th—Friday 30th October: Half Term

Follow Bishop Douglass on Twitter! Alongside
the newsletter, you can now keep up to date with
all the latest news via our Twitter account

www.bishopdouglass.barnet.sch.uk
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YEAR 7 WELCOME MASS
The R.E Department are delighted to welcome the
new Year 7 pupils to Bishop Douglass. On Thursday 3rd
of September we celebrated our first school Mass
together in the hall led by our school chaplain Fr.
Kevin. The Mass enjoyed by pupils and staff are were
especially happy about the pupils who volunteered to
lead readings and bidding prayers throughout the
service. We hope that pupils in our school will take
advantage of the many opportunities to get involved
in the Catholic life of the school such as:

Lord's Prayer on Monday Mornings
Moment for Jesus lunchtime at Tuesday and Thursday
Bible club on Wednesday Lunchtime
Retreat programs with their local parish
Rosary prayers with the school chaplain
Raising and Giving team
Our next charity event will our MacMillan coffee
morning in support of helping those affected by
Cancer on the 25th September. We ask that pupils
support this by bringing in biscuits and cake to raise
money.
God bless
RE Department

FANTASTIC LOCKDOWN
CREATION!
Just before lockdown, year 7 were learning all
about how the Normans made their impact in England following their victory at the Battle of Hastings
in 1066. One of the ways the Normans did this was
by building lots of Motte and Bailey castles. Year 7
learned about all of the different features of the
castle, and were asked to have a go at creating
their own. They had 2 weeks to get it done…then
came lockdown! Wiktoria Stasiak in 7Fisher (now
8F) took this extra time as a wonderful opportunity
to turn this homework into a creative project. She
used her class notes and the internet to research
the elements. She used individual matchsticks of
different sizes to create the wall, the steps, the
houses, a barn, a siege tower and even a working
drawbridge. She attached them together individually with Mum’s supervision of the hot glue gun!
Wiktoria’s teacher Madame Lewinton was shocked
and thrilled by the amount of care and effort which
went into this piece. This was evident by the moving siege tower and working drawbridge; the accuracy of the design was exemplary. What a fantastically productive lockdown Wiktoria had and a huge
congratulations for an astronomical effort in her
History studies!

www.bishopdouglass.barnet.sch.uk

BISHOP DOUGLASS PARENT NEWSLETTER

HISTORICAL FIGURE OF THE
WEEK

WORDS OF THE WEEK
Monday- Self-effacing - (Adjective) - Not
claiming attention for oneself; retiring and modest.

Historical Figure of the Week:

Life: c. 1162 – August 1227
Country of Origin:

In spite of her success, she remains self-effacing and
reserved.

Mongolia

Historical significance:

Founder and first Great Khan of
the Mongol Empire. This
became the largest continuous
empire in history after his death.
He also took many wives and
concubines and was thought to
have hundreds of children!

Context/cultural capital activities…

He was a shy, self-effacing man.

Tuesday- Flinch - (Verb) - Make a quick, nervous
movement as an instinctive reaction to fear, pain, or
surprise.
The young boy flinched when the bee buzzed right
next to his ear.
We shall never flinch from telling people the whole
truth.

Wednesday- Acquiesce - (Verb) - Accept
something reluctantly but without protest.
Do not acquiesce and sign that agreement until you
have reviewed it first.

Steve seemed to acquiesce in the decision.
Literacy: Shortly after they were married
Genghis Khan’s first wife was kidnapped; she
was taken and given away as a spoil of war.
Write a brief monologue based on the moment
that he realised she was missing.

Thursday- Crestfallen - (Adjective) - Sad and

Numeracy: Genghis Khan was rumoured to
have hundreds of children. If he had 157
children, and his wives had an average of 9
children each, how many wives (or
concubines) did Genghis Khan have?

He was very crestfallen when he learned that he did
not pass the exam.

Geography: Colour on a map the modern-day
geographical coverage of the Mongol empire
under Genghis Khan.
Watch: Genghis Khan: Rise of Mongol Empire
BBC documentary.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=XAFnxV2GYRU

disappointed.
He came back looking crestfallen.

Friday- Innumerable - (Adjective) - Too many to
be counted (often used hyperbolically).
Many astronomers have tried to count the
innumerable stars in the sky and have failed.
The large shopping mall appears to have
innumerable stores.

KS4-5: Listen: You’re Dead to Me Podcast,
episode Genghis Khan, 5th Sep 2020
www.bishopdouglass.barnet.sch.uk
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BUS SAFETY NOTICE
Since we have returned to school we are all trying to
work together to outline rules to help keep students,
teachers and our communities safe.
This was meant the way we travel to school has also
changed from before the pandemic.
Face covering is now compulsory on all public
transport. Please remember to have your face covering ready to put on before boarding and adjust it so it
is comfortable around your mouth and nose. While on
board the bus or tube please do not pull the mask
down as that stops the face covering from keeping
you and others safe. Please keep this on until after
you alight.
The capacity of buses has also changed, to keep all
passengers safe. Guidelines state 15 passenger maximum on a single decker bus and 30 maximum on a
double decker bus. This could result in the first bus
driving past, or the doors closing once the maximum is
met. So give yourselves extra time to arrive at
School. Please remember, this is not a decision of the
bus driver so please be kind to him/her, they are keyworkers too.

Passengers on board may be vulnerable or looking
after someone vulnerable, so we ask all students to
show awareness and consideration on board and
around bus stops. Guidelines ask you to stand or sit
down 2 metres away from another passenger.
During school travel times most bus routes have created the new scheme where by every other bus is especially for School Journeys. This is shown on an orange
sign on the windscreen. This offers more choice to students and non-students and should create a safer environment and more seats available. If your route is
running this scheme, please choose the School Journey option.
Student’s safety is paramount so please observe the 1
metre plus rule between yourselves and wash their
hands before and after travel. All tube stations and
Bus stations now have hand sanitiser facilities.
Michelle Davies
PCSO 6042T
Transport Youth Engagement Officer
Hate crime awareness, Independent travel & project
SPOC
BARNET Road & Transport Poling Command
Edgware Police Station

2020-2021 CALENDAR
Autumn Term
2020
Term Starts

Wednesday 2nd September (INSET Day—
no pupils in school)

Half Term

Monday 26th—Friday 30th October

Term Ends

Thursday 17th December

Spring Term
2021
Term Starts
Half Term

Monday 4th January
Monday 15th—Friday 19th February
Wednesday 31st March

Term Ends
Summer Term
2021
Term Starts

Monday 19th April

Half Term

Monday 31st May—Friday 4th June

Term Ends

Wednesday 21st July

A REMINDER YOU MUST NOT SEND CHILDREN TO
SCHOOL IF THEY OR ANYONE IN YOUR HOUSE
HAS SYMPTOMS.
The recognised and most common symptoms are:
• a high temperature
• a new, continuous cough • a loss or change to
sense of smell or taste
The child/adult with symptoms should get a test as
soon as possible. If the test is negative they can
return to school. If the test is positive the person
with symptoms should Isolate for 10 days from the
onset of their symptoms. Anyone in their house or
any close contacts should isolate for 14 days. If
they begin to display symptoms they should
isolate for 10 days from the onset of their
symptoms. If a child displays symptoms in school,
they will be isolated and parents called to collect
their child immediately. Please ensure we have
two working phone numbers and that your email
contact is correct.
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