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INTRODUCTION YEAR 10: FREE ENGLISH OR 

MATHS TUITION WITH THE 

ACCESS PROJECT 

We are excited to announce that The Access Project is 
inviting applications from our Y10 students to help 
them with their GCSEs. TAP works with schools across 
London, the East Midlands, West Midlands and     
Bradford to access top universities, through a unique    
combination of tuition and in-school mentoring.      
Students on the programme will benefit from           
receiving tuition delivered online by an Access Project 
tutor in either English or Maths. TAP also provides 
students with in-school mentoring from the school’s 
University Access Officer, who will be there to build 
students’ confidence and motivation on their journey 
to university.  

Students on The Access Project prior to the COVID-19 
pandemic were 4 times as likely as peers from similar 
backgrounds to attend a top university.  

Make sure that your child takes advantage of this 
amazing opportunity by applying by the 16th of 
March via this link: bit.ly/TAPlication2020. If your 
child is successful, they may be asked to interview.  

For more information, you can watch this YouTube 
video about The Access Project or get in touch with 
the University Access Officer at Bishop Douglass,       
Mr Adam Runacres, at:  

adam.runacres@theaccessproject.org.uk 

We are delighted to have our students back in school 
after nine weeks of lockdown. This has given us the 
opportunity for new beginnings which the whole 
school community has embraced. We have had an 
excellent return to school with all of our pupils having 
the opportunity to be tested. Our focus now over 
these next few weeks up to Easter will be to ensure 
that all the pupils are settled back into routines. After 
the difficulties everyone faced over the lockdown we 
want to ensure our caring culture continues whilst 
providing the opportunities for pupils to continue to 
progress with their education. Monday will see the 
start of our extensive after school programme. Clubs 
and extracurricular activities, music tuition lessons, 
along with interventions and Evening Prep shall all be 
running again and we ask you to encourage your child 
to get fully involved. 

Can I please ask that parents are considerate of each 
other and also our local residents when turning into 
Hamilton Road. Please ensure that the road is clear 
before starting down it. For the benefit of their 
health, I would encourage you to get your child to 
walk, bike or scooter to school and also to get them 
to walk and to be dropped off or to meet you in a less 
busy place. 

Lateral flow tests will continue on Monday and 
Tuesday. We will let you know about the self-test kits 
once we have had them delivered. Our Easter egg 
collection will continue throughout Lent, we are 
grateful for your support in ensuring our school lives 
out our mission value to support one another in the 
community. 

We celebrated International women’s day this week 
and to all our mother’s we hope you enjoy mothering 
Sunday.  

Have a good weekend everyone. 

Mrs Henderson, Head of School 

https://survey.clicktools.com/app/survey/response.jsp
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GRANGE BIG LOCAL’S COVID 

RECOVERY GRANT 

Grange Big Local are still accepting applications for 
their new Covid Recovery grant.  

 

The GBL Covid Recovery Grant is a small grant scheme 
where individual residents in the GBL area can apply 
for up to £500 to help them and their families recover 
from the effects of the Covid-19 crisis and get back on 
their feet.  

 

So, whether you want to use the funds for training to 
get into work, buying laptops and tech for home-
schooling , getting school uniforms or clothes for 
work, transport costs, or driving lessons, you can find 
all the information and guidance, as well as the link to 
the application form at www.grangebiglocal.org/gbl-
covid-grants 

 

This is a rolling fund pot, with applications considered 
on a first come first serve basis, until the allocated 
funding runs out. So, they are encouraging everyone 
to get their applications in as early as they can.  

 

If you have any questions, please email                      
info@grangebiglocal.org 

 

A PDF information sheet is attached to this email.  

RYAN’S RAMBLINGS...FROM THE 

CHAPLAIN’S DESK 

My Dear Friends, 

It has been so long since I Rambled that I have 
collected so many Ramblings...but where to begin? 
It is a joy and delight to sit here in my Office and 
HEAR our children chatting and laughing with each 
other. Let us hope for no more lockdowns. The Staff 
and Personnel looking after the school have made 
this a very safe environment. Please do not worry. 
All will be well. I was in school to celebrate Friday 
Masses since lockdown began again. I also took the 
opportunity to celebrate on Ash Wednesday to 
begin Lent properly.  

As you know, and as I have repeated every year 
Lent means “springtime” and that to me suggests 
budding into a newness of life. We are all called to 
this newness of life. All of us are, no matter our 
faith or our background. We are alive on this Planet 
Earth and on it together. Pope Francis in Iraq this 
past week called us “all children of Abraham” and 
indeed we are. Therefore, my prayer is very simple. 
I see and feel so much fear and uncertainty among 
so many rational people. The Coronavirus has taken 
over the planet! It is time to take back control so my 
prayer is simple “Lord give those who know what to 
do to end this situation, that is taking its toll on so 
many lives, the wisdom and desire to put an end to 
it. May the world’s leading politicians think not of 
themselves but the people whom they have been, 
in many cases, elected to serve. May they have the 
desire to work for the Common Good. Put an end to 
this plague, O Lord, and let your people be guided 
and directed in such a way that healing and 
wholeness may cover our earth.” 

Here in BD we will begin the process of healing and 
wholeness in our prayer and reconciliation services 
which we hope to have organised as we prepare to 
celebrate the great Easter Season. On a daily basis 
we pray for all our families and friends, please rest 
assured of that.  

Please stay safe, stay well and stay in the palm of 
God’s Hand! 

Every blessing to you and yours! 

Fr. Kevin S.X. 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1yasMXso8wfAgHA8LzmK_h_QSn7iGpr-c&ll=51.59642799750838%2C-0.17710084999999154&z=14
https://www.grangebiglocal.org/gbl-covid-grants
https://www.grangebiglocal.org/gbl-covid-grants
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Wednesday 24th March: Year 10 Parents Evening 

Wednesday 31st March  : Last Day of Term 

Thursday 1st April—Friday 16th April: Easter 

Holidays 

Monday 19th April: First Day of the Summer 

Term 

Wednesday 21st April: Year 9 Parents Evening 

Wednesday 19th May: Year 7 Parents Evening 

Monday 31st May—Friday 4th June Half Term 

Wednesday 9th June: Year 8 Parents evening 

Wednesday 21st July: Last Day of Term 

Follow Bishop Douglass on           

Social Media!  

Alongside the newsletter, you can now keep up to 

date with all the latest news via our Twitter, 

Instagram and Facebook accounts.  

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

If you have recently moved house, changed your 
contact number or email address, please inform the 

school by emailing:  
schooladmin@bishopdouglass.barnet.sch.uk.  

It is important we have up to date contact details to    
ensure we can always reach you when needed.  

UPDATING CONTACT DETAILS 

MAYOR OF LONDON    
MENTAL HEALTH LETTER  

Mayor Sadiq Khan has written to head teachers thank-
ing them for the “important and tireless work you do 
for young Londoners”. 

In his letter, Mr Khan continues to express “The last 
year has created but also exacerbated so many chal-
lenges, to say it has been difficult would be a huge un-
derstatement. I want to take this opportunity to 
acknowledge the immense amount of hard work that 
has gone into maintaining remote learning, while con-
tinuing to support London’s vulnerable children and 
the children of critical workers in school. As we begin 
the road out of lockdown, I want to thank you for all 
that you and your colleagues have done to support 
your students through what, for many, will be the 
most difficult period of their childhoods.  

For many of us, the pandemic has had, and will con-
tinue to have, a huge impact on our mental health and 
wellbeing. Young Londoners have faced disrupted 
learning, cancelled exams, and big question marks 
about what their future might look like. The toll on 
their mental health is becoming clear.” 

“Over the pandemic, I have become increasingly con-
cerned about the challenges of food insecurity and 
the resulting health inequities among London’s chil-
dren. As part of London’s Recovery Programme, the 
‘Healthy Food, Healthy Weight’ mission aims to learn 
from the brilliant work that is happening within 
schools to create healthy food cultures. Alongside 
this, the Recovery Programme’s ‘Mental Health and 
Wellbeing Mission’ will be working closely with Good 
Thinking and Thrive LDN to ensure young Londoners 
and those caring, parenting and teaching them have 
the support they need to stay mentally well.” 

Mr Khan has attached a bank of resources to support 
the emotional wellbeing and mental health of young 
Londoners. This can be found in the full letter 
attached to this email.  



www.bishopdouglass.barnet.sch.uk 

 

BISHOP DOUGLASS PARENT NEWSLETTER 

 

BISHOP DOUGLASS PARENT NEWSLETTER 

 

OUTSTANDING STUDENT WORK 

8F were very busy over lockdown producing posters to raise awareness of   

global warming and its’ effects on biodiversity and the future. 

By Davi 
By Joe  

By James 

By Mara 

The year 7s had an in depth re-enactment of the feudal system this week. 7F and 7W did a 

spectacular job or arranging themselves into the feudal system and explaining how the feu-

dal system works. It was a fun and interactive way to start history back at school. 
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OUTSTANDING STUDENT WORK 

Year 8 were asked to research actions to reduce the impacts of climate change in one of the     

countries involved in the Eco-Schools project, and to write a message to share with them to show 

their support.  

Josiah in 8C wrote a summary of his researches’ results, and a beautiful poem! 



www.bishopdouglass.barnet.sch.uk 

 

BISHOP DOUGLASS PARENT NEWSLETTER 

 

CAREERS— WORKING IN 

AEROSPACE 

PSHE: GENDER EQUALITY 

WEEK 

 

This week pupils will be learning about working in 
Aerospace, they will consider a wide range of jobs in 
Aerospace including engineering, astronaut, 
mechanical and operational roles. They should check 
their Startprofile links on SMHW.  

 

 

 

 

Labour market information:  

It is important to be aware of changes in employment 
across London and how this will affect future 
employment options for pupils. Pupils should use 
their Start accounts to consider different jobs and ask 
their teachers about the skills they are learning. They 
can speak to Mr O’Neil if they need more specific 
advice or a meeting arranged with a professional 
advisor.  

 

Three facts for this week in the Labour Market:  

1. The number of unemployment related claims in 
London remains around 170% higher than in 
January 2020.  

 

2. The unemployment rate for women was 
estimated at 7.2%. This was up 1.3pp on the 
previous quarter and up 3.5pp on the year.  

 

3. The unemployment rate for men was estimated 
at 6.7%. This was up 0.8pp on the previous 
quarter and 2.0pp on the year.  

Celebrating International Women’s Day on 
Monday, gave students the opportunity to think 
about how far the UK has come and how far it still 
has to go. Key Stage 2 discussed this week about 
what gender equality means and how it can be 
improved in the UK. Key Stage 4 focused on the 
gender pay gap, how it comes to exist and why, as 
well as what can be done to improve the gap. Key 
Stage 5 debated a number of topics from the 
menstrual cycle, to paternity versus maternity 
leave disparities. This gave students the chance to 
explore all elements of what true gender equality 
means.  
 
Gender Equality and linked topics have been 
explored this week throughout many subjects and 
clubs. Media students looked at the disparity in 
number of speaking roles between men and 
women in Oscar-winning films. Economics 
explored powerful women within their male-
dominated industries, see examples attached. 
Year 11 Science explored the topic of the 
menstrual cycle, access to sanitary products and 
period poverty around the world. For many, 
especially the boys, this was eye-opening. 
 
Social Justice Club also took the opportunity to 
include all genders this week, by discussing 
homophobia and transphobia. This gave students 
the chance to understand different perspectives, 
to exchange ideas and debate in a positive and 
educational 
setting. 
Students were 
receptive and 
inclusive and 
treated each 
other with 
great 
respect.  
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SAINT OF THE WEEK HISTORICAL FIGURE OF  

THE WEEK 

Saint Anne Line 

 
Life:  16th Century AD 

Country of Origin:  England 

Historical significance:  

Anne was an English Roman Catholic martyr. After 
losing her husband, she became very active in 
sheltering clandestine Roman Catholic priests, 
which was illegal in the reign of Queen Elizabeth I. 
Finally arrested, she was condemned to death and 
executed at Tyburn for harbouring a Catholic 
priest. The Roman Catholic Church declared her a 
martyr, and Saint Paul VI canonised her in 1970.  

Context and Cultural Capital 
To learn more about Sojourner Truth: 
 
Visit:  

https://www.womenshistory.org/education-resources/
biographies/sojourner-truth 

 

Listen:  

Sojourner Truth’s most famous speech ‘Ain’t I am 
Woman? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ry_i8w2rdQY 

 

Read:   

I know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou 

 

Watch:  

Made in Dagenham 

 

KS4-5: Watch:  

Explained!: Racial Wealth Gap (Netflix) 

 

Take Action: 

Can you enact any of the principles to improve gender 
equality? 

https://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2020/2/
compilation-small-actions-big-impact-for-generation-
equality  

 

https://www.womenshistory.org/education-resources/biographies/sojourner-truth
https://www.womenshistory.org/education-resources/biographies/sojourner-truth
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ry_i8w2rdQY
https://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2020/2/compilation-small-actions-big-impact-for-generation-equality
https://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2020/2/compilation-small-actions-big-impact-for-generation-equality
https://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2020/2/compilation-small-actions-big-impact-for-generation-equality
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THIS WEEKS STAR PUPILS 

Pascal Chanda 

Arshia Sadighnoohi 

History 

History 

YEAR 7 

Imo Atobajeun History 

YEAR 11 

Michee Mungenga 

Zak Nakmouch 

Louisa Papapetrou 

History 

History 

History 

YEAR 12 

MFL: 

QUOTES OF THE WEEK 

E-PRAISE 

Well done to all of our students for their hard work 

and continued outstanding effort! This week’s top e-

praise earner in each year group are:  

YEAR 7 

Simon O’Donnell 

Raluca Florescu 

Jaylen Corbin 

YEAR 8 

Yasmine Abdelkader 

Julia Swiderski 

Shamiyah Burte 

YEAR 9 

Tre-Kwan Mcpherson 

Ian Lam 

Katerina Stepanova 

YEAR 10 

Albie Western 

Milad Afshar 

Halimat Oshodi 

YEAR 11 

Iona Ogunnimo 

Kaira Caner 

Rubenn Bazgan 

All of the students have 

been outstanding in their 

return to classroom lessons, 

their exceptional work has 

been recognised by their 

teachers and a lot of e-

praise has been given out. 

There are two weeks until the much anticipated e-praise 

draw! Keep working hard and earning your e-praise to be 

entered into the draw for the Amazon vouchers. 

GEOGRAPHY FACT 

OF THE WEEK 
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WORDS OF THE WEEK 

Monday -  Emancipate - (Verb) - To free from legal, 
social, or political restrictions; Liberated.  
 
International woman’s day, celebrated each year on 
8th March, is a celebration of women’s achievement 
and emancipation from an oppressive past. 
 
Once he had emancipated himself from old-
fashioned values he was able to thrive.  
 
 
Tuesday – Svelte - (Adjective) - (Of a person) slender 
and elegant.  
 
The svelte model made her way across the runway 
with a graceful flare. 
 
The artists drew svelte lines down the canvas, 
creating slender figures throughout.  
 
 
Wednesday – Doyen - (Noun) - The most respected 
or prominent person in a particular field.  
 
He became the doyen of British physicists.  
 
He is considered the doyen of political journalists. 
 
 
Thursday - Languish - (Verb) - (Of a person, animal, 
or plant) lose or lack vitality; grow weak. Or be 
forced to remain in an unpleasant place or situation.  
 
Away from the sunlight, the plant will languish and 
eventually die.  
 
He has been languishing in jail for years.  
 
 
Friday – Fluke - (Noun) - An unlikely chance 
occurrence, especially a surprising piece of luck.  
 
We won the football game by a fluke.  
 
Passing the exam was a real fluke as he did not work 
for it at all.  

WORDS OF THE WEEK 

CHALLENGE 

An E-praise opportunity  from Ms Lowdell 

Consolidate it! 

Create a sentence using each of the words 
of the day in the correct context or write a      
paragraph using all of the words correctly. 

Complete this leaflet using as many words of the 

week as possible. The leaflet is advertising a perma-

nent move to Mars and has been issued by the direc-

tor of the new facility Dr AL Misdevan.  

 

You should try to convince people that moving to 

Mars would be a good idea.  
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TRACK OF THE WEEK 

‘RESPECT’ is a song originally written and recorded by Otis Redding in 1965, 
however became the signature song of Aretha Franklin following the re-
lease of her version in 1967. Redding was originally introduced to the song 
by Speedo Sims who had proposed Redding record the song. At that time, 
it was a slow ballad with slightly different lyrics to the Redding and, later, 
Aretha Franklin version. “Although there is no official account of exactly 
who wrote the song, although both Redding and Sims are frequently cred-
ited.  

The meaning of the song was radically reimagined when Aretha Franklin 
recorded the song, with slightly altered lyrics and a radically different har-
monic structure. The song was no longer about a man demanding respect 
from his significant other as the ‘breadwinner’, but about a woman de-
manding this respect for the same reasons. Franklin’s revision of the song 
went on to become an anthem for the Feminist Movement in the 1970s 
and beyond.  

Franklin would go onto win a number of varied awards for her contribu-
tions to Music and Recognitions for her Activism, as well as performing her 
signature song all over the world. She was also responsible for introducing 
hit songs such as ‘Natural Woman’, ‘Think’ and ‘I Say A Little Prayer’ to the 
mainstream, all with the running theme of female empowerment and gen-
der equality.  

This recording of the song is in the key of C Major, a 4/4 Time Signature 
and is usually performed  at around 120BPM. Franklin’s voice is a Mezzo-
Soprano and demonstrates heavy influence drawn from Gospel and Blues 
Music. As well as being a respected singer, Franklin is also a talented pia-
nist and can be seen in some performances accompanying herself on the 
piano, most notably when singing ‘Natural Woman’ for Carole King, the 
original songwriter of this track.  

This track ties in with Year 10 Popular Music and the PSHE Theme of the 
Week centred around International Women’s Day.  

Further Reading: 

 The Queen: Aretha Franklin 

(Rolling Stone Magazine)  

 Franklin and the Civil Rights  

Movement 

INSTRUMENTAL LESSONS 

Instrumental lessons are due to resume Monday 15th March in preparation for the summer term. If your child is 
interested in lessons, they are welcome to attend a free taster lesson on any of the instruments below.  

Please ask your child to see Mr Reed to book a space.  

 

 

 

 

Should your child wish to attend instrumental lessons in the summer they should see Mr Reed for a letter, or you 
can apply following this link: https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx? 
id=wXU5P_pNNEqoxgzdGzgQ4eHPZKD_21tEuSxKogBwv31UOU8zVEZJRElOM0NBTDBUQjUyWFlZTjE3RC4u 

Piano 

Violin 

Cello 

Viola 

Guitar 

Drum Kit 

Voice 

Ukulele 

Steel Pan 

https://music.youtube.com/watch?v=8rRPc87wgug&list=RDAMVM8rRPc87wgug
https://www.rollingstone.com/music/music-features/aretha-franklin-tribute-cover-story-queen-729053/
https://www.rollingstone.com/music/music-features/aretha-franklin-tribute-cover-story-queen-729053/
https://time.com/5369587/aretha-franklin-civil-rights/
https://time.com/5369587/aretha-franklin-civil-rights/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=wXU5P_pNNEqoxgzdGzgQ4eHPZKD_21tEuSxKogBwv31UOU8zVEZJRElOM0NBTDBUQjUyWFlZTjE3RC4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=wXU5P_pNNEqoxgzdGzgQ4eHPZKD_21tEuSxKogBwv31UOU8zVEZJRElOM0NBTDBUQjUyWFlZTjE3RC4u
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