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INTRODUCTION 

 Bishop Douglass Catholic School              

Parent Newsletter 

 

The Gospel Choir Workshop on Thursday led by Ms 
Morrison of the Kingdom Choir was truly uplifting this 
week. It was a delight to have St Agnes Primary here 
for their taster day. Good fun was had by all. 

As we come to the end of our half-term, thank you for 
your support in ensuring the children have made such 
a successful transition back to school after the 
Summer holiday. Our school attendance remains 
above the national average and we have continued to 
live out our Gospel values of supporting one another 
in the community with our charity work for Macmillan 
coffee morning and the harvest festival. Please ensure 
your child completes the work set over the half-term 
and to attend any interventions in school. A half-term 
plan has been handed out to those pupils involved. 
The extra interventions, Homework Club, Evening 
Prep and Period 6 sessions ensure that all pupils are 
on the right track to success at Bishop Douglass. A 
reminder of the deadline of the 31st of October for 
the completion of the SIF form and the online 
application in the Borough in which you live, for any 
siblings or family and friends who would like to join us 
in September 2022. 

It has been a very productive start and I would like to 
thank you for your continued support. I wish you and 
your child a safe and restful half-term break.  

God bless. 

Mrs Henderson 
Head of School 

A massive round of applause and congratulations to 

all of our students, they have worked extremely hard 

and put their best foot forward for the start of the 

year. A total of 27870 e-praise points were awarded 

to students this term along with almost 200 well 

done postcards being sent home. To end  celebrate 

the students successes and achievements we had 

our e-praise breakfast on Thursday. With the top 5 

students in each year group being invited to join. 

Year 7  

Isabel Kaiyewu    
Marc-Vincent Manangan  
Isaiah Akuffo  

Winta Daniel  
Miu-Sei Yeung  

Year 8  

Khadijah Lucungo  
Sara Dbouk  
Temiloluwa Olowojoba  

Jahmari Allen  
Soraya Johnson  

Year 9  

Javier Appeaning  
Grace Benjamin Kirunda  
Andrea Basile  

Bahador Sahami  
Yasmine Abdelkader  

Year 10  

Bodwyn Bitalo  
Denis Vavilin  
Anna Davletshina  

Manuel Pinto  
Gabriel Aversani Gil 
Vavilin  

Year 11  

Dru Amin  
Rayne Tapper  
Carolina Lorenzani Marques  

Joan Pau Jaen Mendoza 
Albie Weste- Laiou  
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Working with parents and carers 

Bullying is one of the most difficult experiences a parent or carer can experience. Bullying are can have 

significant impact on family life. We understand this as a school and we have a ‘zero tolerance’ approach to 

bullying and any reports that are made are always taken seriously, investigated and sanctioned highly.  We have 

a range of responses to ensure that Bishop Douglass is nice and a kind place for all of our students. You or your 

child can speak to any teacher, form tutor or Head of Department/Year or support staff if you have any 

concerns. It is best if this is done as immediately as possible after an incident. 

Some of the things we do are: 

 Suggestion box, located at the bottom of the C staircase. Students can write an anonymous note advising 

us of any friend they are concerned about or tell us their own experience that we can look into. This is also 

used for students to give us suggestions of things that we can improve or new ideas we can try. 

 Odd Sock Day - a chance for the school to celebrate difference. This will be on the Monday the 15th 

November. 
 The 6th form prefect team present the Anti-Bullying Week assemblies for all of KS3 during the week of the 

15th November. 
 'The Wellbeing Room’ is in DO1 every lunchtime, and gives students the opportunity to share any concerns 

or worries with the 6th form prefect team who will support them, and advise who best to see in order to 
get more support. 

 Mindfulness Club with Mr. Hadjisavva running a session on meditation and calming the mind. Mindfulness 
Club will run a range of different calming and enjoyable activities for students. 

 Form time is spent ensuring that students are aware of the different types of bullying, the different groups 
of people involved in bullying, and how their action or inaction can help or hinder the situation. 

 Bishop Douglass prides itself on being a kind school.  We thank and praise the students and know that if they 
are generous with their kindness, the school community will continue to be a wonderful one and everyone we 
meet will be ‘the happier for the meeting’, living out the words of our school prayer. 

Here is some further information and support for parents: 

Anti-Bullying Alliance:  A coalition of organisations and individuals committed to stopping all forms of bullying 
between children and young people. Website with information and advice relating to all forms of bullying. 

www.anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk  

Family Lives: 24 hour helpline for parents and carers who have concerns about bullying. They also have an 
email facility. 0808 800 2222  www.familylives.org.uk    

The Child Exploitation and Online Protection Centre (CEOP): Website with information and resources for 
children and young people about staying safe online. www.thinkuknow.org.uk  

Childnet: Website with information and advice for parents and carers on how to keep your child safe online 
including how to make a report online. www.childnet.com  
 
Mrs Henderson 

http://www.anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk
http://www.familylives.org.uk
http://www.thinkuknow.org.uk
http://www.childnet.com


FORTHCOMING EVENTS  

Wednesday 10th November 
Year 11 into Sixth Form Evening 

Friday 17th December 
Last Day of Term 
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STUDENT WORK 
Summer in 8F created this incredible poster as part of 
her studies on Hamlet. 

Students completed their first PSHE assessment 
and a personal development survey this week. This 
is really helpful for school understanding students' 
passions and wishes for the school, and enable us 
to better cater to their needs. So a big thank you to 
all students for their candor and great ideas. Along 
with School Council, we look forward to actioning 
as much as possible.  
Miss Lewinton 

CONFIRMATION AT NORTH 

FINCHLEY 

APPLICATIONS FOR SUMMER 

STEM WORK EXPERIENCE 

Summer work experience applications  are open 
through Nuffield and any Year 12 pupil 
studying Psychology, Engineering, Geography, 
Economics, Maths, Technology, Physics or Data 
Science should talk to Mr O'Neil or check SMHW 
for more information.   

Mr O’Neil 

MUSIC CLUBS 

Monday lunchtime- Ukes & Keys - An opportunity 
for students to rehearse the ukulele or spend time 
on the keyboards. 
Tuesday lunchtime - Orchestra - All instruments 
welcome as we begin preparing for the Christmas 
Service. 
Wednesday lunchtime - Ukes & Keys II - In high 
demand, students have further opportunity to use 
the keyboard and ukuleles. 
Thursday 3:10-4:10pm - Gospel Choir - led by the 
fantastic Marsha Morrison and co. 
Friday lunchtime - Song in a Lunchtime - students 
prepare a song in just 25mins! Accompanied by 
members of our 6th Form Band, 12 Years Live.  

We begin our confirmation preparation here on 
November 13th for candidates in Year 9 or above 
and live in this parish. I wonder if you would be so 
kind as to give this a mention on your notice board 
or newsletter this week? The closing date for 
applications is October 31st. Application forms can 
be downloaded from our website, 
parish.rcdow.org.uk/finchleynorth 
Fr. Dermot. 

PTA NEWS 
Dear Parent/Carer, if you are coming to the PTA 
meeting on Tuesday the 2nd of November 2021, 
at 4:30pm, don't forget to RSVP 
to schooladmin@bishopdouglass.barnet.sch.uk. 
We would like to see as many parents/carers as 
possible, it's a great opportunity to get involved 
in our school community. 
Kind Regards, PTA Team 

mailto:schooladmin@bishopdouglass.barnet.sch.uk


QUOTES THE MFL DEPARTMENT 
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GEOGRAPHY FACT  

OF THE WEEK 

MONTH OF THE ROSARY 

This month we celebrate the Rosary as a special 
spiritual gift to the Church. Pupils have had the 
opportunity to take part in saying the Rosary together 
in the Chapel. . 

Our Liturgical team praying together 
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HISTORICAL FIGURE OF  

Context and Cultural Capital  

To find out more about Josephine Baker, visit: https://
www.biography.com/performer/josephine-baker 
Watch: One of Baker’s black and white silent films.  
 
Literacy… Create: Can you create a script for a silent 
film?   
 
Research: What was the French Resistance? Can you 
find 5 other examples of parts of the movement?  
  
Read: France is famous for exceptional classical 
literature. Enjoy a book by a famous French author 
over the half term. These include: Victor Hugo, Emile 
Zola, Gustave Flaubert, Voltaire, Simone de Beauvoir, 
Marcel Proust and many more… 

BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

Follow Bishop Douglass on           

Social Media!  

Alongside the newsletter, you can now keep up to 

date with all the latest news via our Twitter, 

Instagram and Facebook accounts.  

Life: June 1906- April 1975

Country of Origin: 
America (adopted France)

Historical significance: 
She was an entertainer, French 
Resistance agent, and civil 
rights activist. Her career was centred 
in Europe. She was the first Black 
woman to star in a major motion 
picture, the 1927 silent film Siren of the 
Tropics. Baker was celebrated by artists 
and intellectuals of the era, who 
variously dubbed her the "Black 
Venus", the "Black Pearl", and the 
"Creole Goddess.”

Historical Figures:

This month we have been celebrating Black 
History Month at Bishop Douglass. First of all, 
we asked students for ideas on what they 
would like to see the school do. They came up 
with some brilliant suggestions including a 
museum and some talks so that's what we did! 
We created a museum of black history in A1.3 
with a mixture of teacher and student displays. 
This looked at interesting artefacts from 
Grenada, Ghana, Britain and Columbia. Mr 
Manley led an excellent session on Ga that 
students thoroughly enjoyed. This week, 
Madam Akinrinlola and Madam Torpos led talks  
on Nigeria and Reunion respectively. Finally, 
students have been introduced to a range of 
historical figures during Black History Month, 
some well-known and others less so. New 
figures that we have been introducing to the 
students include Henrietta Lacks and Baron 
Simon Woolley.  
 
The history department has also spent several 
years making sure that our history curriculum 
reflects black history. We cover the history of 
Medieval Mali and Ancient Ghana before then 
examining the terrible period of the 
transatlantic slave trade. After that, we spend 
some time looking at colonial and post-colonial 
Africa as well as the Raj in India. In Year 9, 
students also study the Windrush Generation 
and the impact that the Caribbean and other 
communities have had on life in Britain. 
Elsewhere, we also now include a case study 
investigation of Medieval Baghdad as well as 
more Jewish and women's history in Year 9.  
 
As always, we are always keen to hear from 
parents and students on areas of history they 
would like to learn more about so please let us 
know. In particular, if any students would be 
interested in contributing to a Philippines 
history project, then please let us know!  
 
Mr Harris 

https://www.biography.com/performer/josephine-baker
https://www.biography.com/performer/josephine-baker
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HALLOWEEN  

Halloween Party (only for year 7 & 8): 
Dear Parent/Carer, the Halloween Party is taking 
place on Thursday the 4th of November 2021. Don't 
forget to purchase a ticket on Parentpay by Tuesday 
2nd of November 2021. 
Kind Regards, Year 10 team. 

Monday- Ascertain - (Verb) - Find (something) 

out for certain; make sure of. 

The detective was able to quickly ascertain the 
suspect was not being honest with him. 

In order to ascertain which applicant was most 
qualified for the position, the hiring manager 
spent a long time reviewing the CV’s. 

 

Tuesday- Uninhibited - (Adjective) - Expressing 

one's feelings or thoughts unselfconsciously and 
without restraint. 

Young children are usually uninhibited and 
naturally outgoing. 

On the stand, the witness was uninhibited and 
wasn't afraid to speak her mind about the matter.  

 

Wednesday- Disconcerting - (Adjective) - 

Causing one to feel unsettled. 

We were disconcerted by the unexpected changes 
to the program. 

There was a disconcerting silence. 

 

Thursday- Noxious - (Adjective) - Harmful, 

poisonous, or very unpleasant. 

You can avoid getting sick so often by frequently 
washing your hands to eliminate noxious bacteria 
and viruses. 

Many household products give off noxious fumes. 

 

Friday- Accolade - (Noun) - An award or 

privilege granted as a special honour or as an 
acknowledgement of merit. 

The hotel has won numerous accolades. 

She received the highest accolade of her 
profession. 

 

WORDS OF THE WEEK 
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 CLUBS & SOCIETIES 

  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

AM   Sage Club 
Years 7-9 (S0.4) 

    Mass  
All year(Chapel) 

Lunch Dance Club  
All Years (Sports 
Hall) 
Geography Club – 
Years 7-9 (B1.4) 
 
 
Maths Club – 
Years 7-11 (A1.2) 
 
Model United  
Nations  
Years 10 -13 
(C1.1) 
Ukes & Keys – All 
Years (E0.6) 
Wellbeing room – 
All Years (D0.1) 

History Club – 
Years 7-9 (A1.3) 
 
KS4 Book Club – 
Year 10-11 (C3.2) 
 
 
Maths Club  
Years 7-11 (A1.2) 
 
Science Club – Year 
7 (S0.5) 
 
 
Science Society – 
Year 9 (S0.6) 
String Ensemble – 
All Years (E0.6) 
Wellbeing room – 
All Years (D0.1) 

Bible Club  
Years 7-9 (D0.1) 
 
Silver DofE  
Years 10-13 (B1.5) 
 
 
Maths Club – 
Years 7-11 (A1.2) 
 
Ukes & Keys – All 
Years (E0.6) 
 
 
Wellbeing room – 
All Years (D0.1) 

Drama Club – 
Years 7-9 (E0.4) 
 
Maths Club – 
Years 7-11 (A1.2) 
 
 
Senior Choir – 
Years 10-13 (E0.6) 
 
Social Justice Club 
All Years (C3.2) 
 
 
Wellbeing room – 
All Years (D0.1) 

Song in a 
Lunchtime  
All Years (E0.6) 
Geography  
Society  
Years 10-13 
(B1.5) 
Wellbeing room 
All Years (D0.1) 

PM Football  
Years 7-9 (Sports 
Hall) 
Fitness – Years 10
-13 (Sports Hall) 
 
Music Practice 
Club 
Years 10&11 (E0.6 
16:10-17:30) 

Table Tennis Club 
All Years (Dance 
Studio) 
Girls Netball – 
Years 7-9 (Sports 
Hall) 
Music Practice 
Club 
Years 10&11 (E0.6 
16:10-17:30) 

KS4 Cooking Club 
Year 10 (Food 
Tech) 
Basketball – Years 
7-9 (Sports Hall) 
 
Music Practice 
Club  
Years 10&11 (E0.6 
16:10-17:30) 

Gardening Club – 
All Years (S0.9) 
 
Girls Football – 
Years 7-9 (Sports 
Hall) 
Music Practice 
Club 
Years 10&11 (E0.6 
16:10-17:30) 
 
 
 
 
 

Chess Club 
All Years (S0.4) 
 
Football, Bas-
ketball, Fitness 
Years 10-13 
(Sports Hall) 


