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BLACK HISTORY MONTH

INTRODUCTION
Parents and carers, as we come to the end of our
half-term, thank you for your support in ensuring the
children have made such a successful transition back
to school after the many months they have had off.
Our school attendance remains above the national
average and we have continued to live out our
Gospel values of supporting one another in the
community with our charity work for Macmillan
coffee morning and the harvest festival. Please
ensure your child completes the work set over the
half-term and to attend any interventions in school.
A half-term plan has been handed out to those
pupils involved. The extra interventions, Homework
Club, Prep and Period 6 sessions ensure that all
pupils are on the right track to success at Bishop
Douglass.
A reminder of the deadline of the 31st of October for
the completion of the SIF form and the online
application in the Borough in which you live, for any
siblings or family and friends who would like to join
us in September 2021.

Black History Month celebrations 2020 have included
a number of different opportunities for students at
Bishop Douglass to learn about and engage with
individuals and experiences which have been
overlooked nationally in the past. Every day there is a
new historical figure for Black History Month which
exposes students to individuals and their
achievements. Some of these include: Brian Lara,
Mansa Musa, La Mulatresse Solitude, John Archer,
Hannibal and Dame Linda Dobbs. We have chosen
figures who represent multiple locations, industries,
experiences and experts in their field.
The school has been visited by a spoken-word poet
Solomon the Wizard who ran a workshop with Year 9
on identity and how this informs his work and
literature more widely. Students greatly enjoyed this
opportunity and really engaged with a new and
challenging art form.

It has been a very productive start and I would like to
thank you for your continued support. I wish you and
your child a safe and restful half-term break. God
bless.
Mrs Henderson
Head of School
This week’s Headteacher’s award goes to Julia
Swiderski in Year 8 for her amazing piece if art
work.

Miss Lewinton and Miss Shimwell have hosted two
Key Stage 3 debate on the themes: 'This house
believes that all statues with connections to the slave
trade should be pulled down,' and ‘This house
believes that everyone should be entitled to universal
healthcare.’ These debates were well-attended and
full of great ideas. It was wonderful to see students of
this age being so engaged with the topics, so eager to
learn more about the topics and US politics and able
to juggle some of the complexities which surrounds
them.
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BLACK HISTORY MONTH CONT’D

HISTORICAL FIGURE OF THE WEEK

Students were respectful of each other's ideas, able
to change their opinions based on new information
and engage in a healthy and well-rounded debate.
This gives us great hope for the quality of the Debate
Mate programme which officially begins on Thursday
5th November.
This year Mr Harris (Head of Humanities) has created
a scavenger hunt competition which leads students
around the school to gather information on the
achievements of members of the Black community
with whom children may not be familiar. This includes
the Tudor trumpeter John Blancke, the nurse and
hotelier Mary Seacole, spoken-word poet Akala and
mathematicians such as Gladys Mae West and
Dorothy Vaughan. Displays have been created across
subjects such as Music, Maths, Science and English to
highlight these achievements, and students have
been invited to research further.
We have launched a whole-school heritage
patchwork this year to celebrate the cultural diversity
of Bishop Douglass. Students and staff alike are
invited to create an A4 poster of their heritage, and it
is our intention that we will create from this a
patchwork of all the school community. Entries
should be submitted to Miss Lewinton on 2nd
November (online or on paper) so that students have
half term in order to have the time and opportunity
to really enjoy this creative task.
MP for Brent Dawn Butler was not able to visit due to
COVID restrictions, but was kind enough to film a
positive message about the importance of celebrating
Black culture and history and encouraging schools to
ensure that the curriculum is both decolonised and
diversified.
Miss Lewinton

KS3 DEBATE
This Wednesday saw the next installment of KS3
debating. This week we focused on the upcoming
US election and what issues are currently hot
topics in the US. We spent some time going
through what US politics is like, how it works. We
talked about the main American parties and
discussed a little about the differences between
political parties in America and in the UK.
Students then learned about how healthcare in
particular works in the USA and compared with
the UK. They then split into groups to discuss
which model they think is best and discussed the
positives and negatives to come to a decision
about ‘whether everyone should be entitled to
free healthcare.’ It has been excellent to see a
great turnout over the past few weeks to engage
in these debate topics. It is very exciting that after
half term Debate Mate will be officially starting!
The first induction session will be on Thursday 5th
November 2020 from 3:50-4:50pm. Please
encourage your Year 7-9 students to take part,
and see Miss Shimwell for a consent form.
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BEE-FRIENDLY GARDENING AT BISHOP DOUGLASS

Last Wednesday, a group of students from 9 Campion
enthusiastically upgraded our bee-friendly beds with
new plants and seed. We were fortunate to have
Cath, a visitor from 'School Food Matters' to guide us
through the task. Despite the wind, rain and sun our
merry group did fantastic work! Well done you all.

I enjoyed planting the new plants for the
bees. In the future I would like to have more
outdoor activities. This is because we then
see science in nature instead of just writing
it down and looking at it on a piece of paper.

Dr Williams

Said 9 Campion

On Thursday 15th October our class went to do
gardening for the bees! I really enjoyed it- not
only for learning about the interesting plants- but
for the sense of community we got. It really felt
like a team effort, with all of us doing different
tasks such as removing weeds and planting
yarrow. There was a large variety of things to do
so we were never bored!
Michal 9 Campion

The gardening session was one of the most fun
experiences that I have taken part in at school. It
was very informative and I got to learn how to
plant and garden. It inspired me to get some plants
of my own and take care of them. The most
exciting part was when we all gathered to plant in
the plants and put some seeds in the soil. I think
that it would be a good idea to do some gardening
in the school every few weeks. Thank you Cath.
Daisy 9 Campion
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E-PRAISE
The E-praise shop has been updated with new and exciting items that students can be spending their Epraise on. This has been the talking point of many students who are now aiming to achieve more Epraise so they can get their hands on some of the amazing rewards on offer. The new rewards include;
table tennis bats and balls, compact mirrors, domino sets, multi-colour retractable pens, notebooks and
hair scrunchies.
This terms top E-praise earners were treated to a scrumptious school breakfast on Wednesday, the students devoured their pizza slices, potato wedges and chocolate chip muffin. The spread put on by the
canteen and the expressions of enjoyment on the student’s faces had the rest of the school green with
envy. I am sure that next term will see many more students working hard to earn E-praise and be entered into the upcoming end of term prize draws!
Well done to the top E-praise achievers listed below:
Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

Year 10

Year 11

Imo Atobajeun
Sofi Kaur
Jaylen Corbin
Meraj Afshar
Jahmari Allen

Emmanuel Fabelurin
Josiah Gacheru
Adeline Orghidan
Donya Shaterian
Rayan Almazumi

Aynaz Amiri
Rawan Alsaheli
Elizabeth-Anne Fabelurin
Michal Jarecki
Gaby Galdino Messias

Abraham Williams-Solate
Jackline Kuol
Sam Dehghan
Chinelo Anene
Christine Loua

Tristan Daley
Andi Drici
Ali Amiri
Kaira Caner
Ahmed Soliman
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SAINT OF THE WEEK

2020-2021 CALENDAR
Autumn Term
2020
Half Term

Monday 26th—Friday 30th October

Term Ends

Thursday 17th December

Spring Term
2021
Term Starts

Monday 4th January
Monday 15th—Friday 19th February

Half Term
Wednesday 31st March
Term Ends

Saint John Henry Newman
Life: 19th Century AD
Country of Origin: England
Historical significance:
John Henry Newman was an English theologian and
poet, first an Anglican priest and later a Catholic
priest and cardinal, who was an important and
controversial figure in the religious history of
England in the 19th century. He was known
nationally by the mid-1830s, and was canonised as a
saint in the Catholic Church in 2019.

Summer Term
2021
Term Starts

Monday 19th April

Half Term

Monday 31st May—Friday 4th June

Term Ends

Wednesday 21st July

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Monday 26th—Friday 30th October: Half Term
Wednesday 11th November: Remembrance Day
Service
Monday 30th November: INSET Day (School closed
to pupils)
Monday 7th November: Whole School Assessment
Week
Monday 14th December: Carol Service

Thursday 17th December: Last Day of Term

Follow Bishop Douglass on Twitter!
Alongside the newsletter, you can now keep up to
date with all the latest news via our Twitter account
@BishopDouglass
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WORDS OF THE WEEK

CLUBS
Monday
AM
Lunch
Indoor football - year 11
Fitness - year 11
PM

Monday- Conspicuous - (Adjective) - Clearly
visible; attracting notice or attention.

Sport – year 7 & 8
Drama club – year 8

Tuesday
AM
Lunch

Sage club - year 7 & 8
Moment for Jesus – year 7 & 8

PM

Dance club– year 8

During the summer months, the mosquitos are very
conspicuous near the water.
Hunters wear camouflage so they appear less
conspicuous around the animals.

Tuesday- Devolve - (Verb)- Transfer or delegate
Wednesday
AM
Lunch

PM

Bible club – year 7 & 8
Indoor football – year 9
Fitness – year 9
Geography Society – year 10 & 11
Russian Speaking club – Year 10,
11, 12 & 13

A law was passed to devolve some powers of the
central government to regional councils.
When the President is ill, his duties devolve on the
Vice- President.

Wednesday- Palpable - (Adjective)- (Of a

Sport – year 9

feeling or atmosphere) so intense as to seem almost
tangible; Able to be touched or felt.

Thursday
AM
Lunch

(power) to a lower level, especially from central
government to local or regional administration; Pass
into (a different state, especially a worse one);
degenerate.

Moment for Jesus year 7 & 8
Model United Nations –year 10,
11, 12 & 13
Indoor football – year 10
Fitness – year 10

There was a palpable sense of relief among the
crowd.
Her joy was palpable.

Thursday- Misconstrue - (Verb) - Interpret (a
person's words or actions) wrongly.

PM
Friday
AM
Lunch

PM

My advice was deliberately misconstrued.
You have misconstrued my words.

Mass - Chapel
Indoor football – year 7 & 8
Fitness – year 7 & 8
Year 10 DofE – A3.3
Social Justice year 10, 11, 12 & 13
Science club year 7
Sport – year 10 & 11

Friday- Precarious - (Adjective) - Not securely
held or in position; dangerously likely to fall or
collapse; Dependent on chance or uncertain.
That ladder looks very precarious.
My financial position is rather precarious at the
moment.
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