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INTRODUCTION 

Thank you to the parents who 
attended our Year 9 parents 
evening this week. We hope you 
found the feedback useful for 
your child's continued progress. 
We do have a busy term ahead 
and all forthcoming events are 
set out opposite so that you can 
plan ahead.  

A reminder to ensure your child 
takes their Covid test on Sunday and Wednesday 
weekly and that the result is reported in the correct 
way and to wash their facemasks if they are re-
usable. 

For your information, Year 7 will now be finishing at 
3.10pm each day.  

We understand that there have been difficulties with 
the buses however the children have been back a 
couple of weeks now and know what the problems 
they will face on their journey are. Please encourage 
them to leave earlier to avoid being late. A text is 
sent when your child is late to school. School starts at 
8.50am and your child must be here on time. This is 
an important life skill for them. We have contacted 
Transport for London to advise them of the problems 
and to ask for the 611 back, but to date we haven't 
had a response. If you are also unhappy with the bus 
service for your child, please also contact them. This 
is who we have been writing to:   

CiaranMccartan@tfl.gov.uk  

We hope you have a lovely bank holiday weekend. 

Mrs Henderson,  

Head of School 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS  

Wednesday 19th May: Year 7 Parents Evening 

Monday 31st May—Friday 4th June Half Term 

Wednesday 9th June: Year 8 Parents evening 

Wednesday 21st July: Last Day of Term 

Follow Bishop Douglass on           

Social Media!  

Alongside the newsletter, you can now keep up 

to date with all the latest news via our Twitter, 

PTA MEETING 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

We would like to invite you to a Bishop Douglass 
PTA meeting on Tuesday 11th May 2021, at 5pm.  

Everyone is welcome to join. If you are interested, 
please email us on:  

schooladmin@bishopdouglass.barnet.sch.uk  to 
confirm attendance and receive further details, in-
cluding zoom link. Make sure to reference PTA 
Zoom Meeting in your email subject. 

The focus of the meeting is to welcome new par-
ents who didn't get the chance to get involved yet, 
and to start planning for our annual Summer Fair.  

Thank you for your support and looking forward to 
the meeting.  

Ms Wejknis 

BD PTA Coordinator 
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TERMLY E-PRAISE WINNERS 

In last weeks newsletter, we announced the winners of the termly e-praise draw from each year group. These 

students have each earned 100 or more e-praise points, and have won themselves an Amazon voucher!       

Congratulations to all and keep up the hard work. 
Year 7 

Year 8 

Year 9 

Year 10 

Year 11 

Year 12 

Year 13 
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PSHE : GROWTH MIND SET 

This week students looked into the benefits of having a 

growth mind-set, compared to a fixed mind-set. Students 

discussed what this sort of positive mental attitude might 

look like in school, in sport, in communication and 

relationships and in the wider world. Approaching things 

with a resilient attitude is both good for mental well-being 

in addition to making more progress. Striving to improve 

and never limiting your potential is always the way to 

success. Hopefully students can bear this in mind as they 

continue through this academic year!  

                Ms Lewinton 

GEOGRAPHY FACT         

OF THE WEEK 

ONLINE SAFETY 

To help prevent the creation of abusive imagery, a 
campaign has been launched by the Internet Watch 
Foundation (IWF) backed by the Home Office and 
Microsoft. It aims to help raise awareness of this type of 
criminality among parents and carers of young teens, 
empower and educate girls aged 11 to 13+ to spot the 
techniques used by sexual predators to give them the 
knowledge to Block, Report, Tell someone they trust. We 
want girls to have an increased awareness of how to 
respond safely to requests online for self-generated child 
sexual abuse material; and for parents/carers to have an 
increased awareness of self-generated child sexual abuse 
online and feel motivated and equipped to protect their 
children. As part of the campaign, parents are 
encouraged to T.A.L.K to their children about the 
dangers. 

 Talk to your child about online sexual abuse. Start the 
conversation—and listen to their concerns 

 Agree ground rules about the way you use 
technology as a family.   

 Learn about the platforms and apps your child loves. 
Take an interest in their online life.  

 Know how to use tools, apps and settings that can 
help to keep your child safe online.  

Help us spread the word and close the door to online 
child sexual abusers. More info and resources available 
at talk.iwf.org.uk. 

https://www.iwf.org.uk/selfgenerated-prevention-campaign
https://www.iwf.org.uk/selfgenerated-prevention-campaign
https://talk.iwf.org.uk/
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TRACK OF THE WEEK 

‘Hard to be the Bard’ is a song from the musical Something Rotten. The story follows 
the Bottom brothers in 1595 who struggle to find success whilst competing with their 
contemporary, William Shakespeare. The score of the show makes a pastiche of a 
number of styles typically found on Broadway and in Popular Music such as James 
Brown, Queen and numerous musicals mentioned in the showstopper at the end of 
the first act.  

The number comes early in the second act when Shakespeare discovers that the 
Bottom brothers have been finding success with their new play ‘Omelette’ (Hamlet) 
following their consultation with the local psychic. The number documents 
Shakespeare’s pressures of fame and the challenge he faces in trying to create a 
piece of work better than what he had created previously. The Kirkpatrick brothers, 
who penned the score for the show, describe the number as a pastiche of Michael 
Jackson and Queen sensibilities, often mimicking the high, clean electric guitar and 
the rhythmic style found in work by these artists.  

The piece is in a 4/4 time signature and scored in the key of G Major. The tempo is 
cited at 111 BPM with a ‘rock shuffle’ and instructs the player to perform the piece 
with a swing. The rhythm of the piece is fairly syncopated with some unusual 
rhythms and the vocal line is mostly syllabic. Occasionally all the instruments, 
including voice, play the same rhythm; a sensibility often found in music by Queen. 

‘Hard to be the Bard’ ties in with the Year 10 scheme of work on Popular Music and 
Musical Theatre. It also ties in with Key Stage 3 Schemes of Work looking at 
syncopation and popular-influenced music. Sharing this track as a Track of the Week 
is also an excellent way of celebrating the recently passed Shakespeare Day.  

Further Reading: 

 Broadway Review     

(New York Times) 

 About the Show 

(Playbill) 

 Show Trailer (Something 

Rotten YouTube) 

MFL QUOTES OF THE WEEK 

https://www.nytimes.com/2015/04/23/theater/review-something-rotten-an-over-the-top-take-on-shakespeare.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/04/23/theater/review-something-rotten-an-over-the-top-take-on-shakespeare.html
https://www.playbill.com/news/article/something-rotten-puts-a-shakespearean-twist-on-broadway-musical-comedy-starting-tonight-344742
https://www.playbill.com/news/article/something-rotten-puts-a-shakespearean-twist-on-broadway-musical-comedy-starting-tonight-344742
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wSdo4itqot4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wSdo4itqot4
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SAINT OF THE WEEK HISTORICAL FIGURE OF  

THE WEEK 

Saint Isadore 

 
Life:  7th Century AD 

Country of Origin:  Spain 

Historical significance:   

Isadore was a scholar and, for over three decades, 
Archbishop of Seville. He is widely regarded, in the 
oft-quoted words of the 19th-century historian 
Montalembert, as “the last scholar of the ancient 
world”. He was involved in the conversion of the 
Arian Visigothic kings to Catholicism. He played a 
prominent role in the Councils of Toledo and 
Seville. The Visigothic legislation that resulted from 
these councils influenced the beginnings of 
representative government.  

 

Context and Cultural Capital 
 
To learn more about Robert the Bruce: 
 
Visit:  

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Robert-the-
Bruce 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/
bruce_robert_the.shtml 

 

Watch:  

Robert the Bruce (PG13) which is available on Amazon 
Prime. Alternatively there is another engaging 
documentary available on YouTube:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3j7ImwHMeGg 

 

Create:  

Create a small replica of a typical Scottish castle from 
this time period.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AWqHVZY-8Mo 
You can use this link to inspire you.  

 

Literacy Task:  

Write an emotive diary entry from the point of view of 
Robert the Bruce. You must imagine you are writing 
the night before you are riding into battle.  

Challenge: Write another entry, the day after you 
ensured Scotland gained it’s independence.  

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Robert-the-Bruce
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Robert-the-Bruce
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/bruce_robert_the.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/bruce_robert_the.shtml
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UvV_jftzMjA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3j7ImwHMeGg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AWqHVZY-8Mo
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WORDS OF THE WEEK 
Monday -  Sedentary- (Adjective) - (Of a person) 
tending to spend much time seated; somewhat 
inactive. 
 
 Sedentary lifestyle leads to health problems. 
 We all walk a certain amount every day even if 

we are sedentary. 
 
*Did you know: The origin of the word lies in the Latin 
verb sedere, which means ‘to sit’.  

 
Tuesday – Balk - (Verb)  - Hesitate or be unwilling to 
accept an idea or undertaking.   
 
 Many people would balk at setting up a new 

business during a recession.  
 He balked at such a drastic solution. 
 
Wednesday – Elongate - (Verb) - Make (something) 
longer, especially unusually so in relation to its 
width.   
 
 The cells elongate as they take in water.  
 Acanthoclinus are elongate fish. 
 
Thursday - Wrench  - (Noun) - A sudden violent twist 
or pull; A feeling of sadness or distress caused by 
one’s own or another’s departure.   
 
 The plumber was able to wrench the pipe from 

the wall by twisting it violently with the tools.  
 It will be a real wrench to leave after eight 

years. 
 
Friday – Doldrums - (Noun) - A state or period of 
stagnation or depression.   
 
 The mortgage market has been in the 

doldrums for three years.  
 He was in the doldrums for the whole of 

winter.  
 
*Did you know: the word ‘doldrums’ also refers to an 
equatorial region of the Atlantic Ocean with calms, 
sudden storms, and light unpredictable winds. 
The crews of sailing ships dreaded the doldrums because 
their ships were often becalmed there; the designation for 
the resultant state of depression was apparently thus 
extended to these geographic regions themselves. 

WORDS OF THE WEEK 

CHALLENGE 

An E-praise opportunity  from Ms Lowdell 

Consolidate it! 

Create a sentence using each of the words 
of the day in the correct context or write a      
paragraph using all of the words correctly. 

A new discovery has been unearthed in the    

capital city! 

Write a script for the newsreader describing the 

events. Use as many of the words of the week as 

possible.  
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CLUBS & SOCIETIES 

  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

AM   Sage club - year 7 
& 8 (S0.4) 

    Mass – All years 
(chapel) 

Lunch Greek club – year 
7, 8 & 9 (C1.1) 

  
Maths club – 
year 7, 8 & 9 

(A1.2) 
  

Indoor sports - 
year 11 & 12 

  
 

Fitness - year 11, 
12 & 13 

  
Maths club – 
year 11 (S0.3) 

  
DofE – Year 9 

(B1.5) 

Mindfulness club 
– All years (A2.1) 

  
 

Maths club – year 
7, 8 & 9 (A1.2) 

  
 

Book club – year 
10 & 11 (C3.2) 

  
 

Maths Club – year 
11 (S0.1) 

Bible club – year 
7 & 8 (D0.1) 

  
 

Maths club – year 
7, 8 & 9 (A1.2) 

  
Indoor football – 

year 9 

  
  

Fitness – year 9 

  
  

Geography Club – 
All years (B1.5) 

  
Russian club – All 

years (S0.2) 
  

Maths club – year 
11 (S0.3) 

Drama club – year 
7, 8 & 9 (E0.4) 

  
Maths club – year 

7, 8 & 9 (A1.2) 
  
Indoor football – 

year 10 

  
  

Fitness – year 10 

  
  

Tagalog club – All 
years (D0.2) 

  
Model United Na-

tions – year 10, 
11, 12 & 13 (S0.2) 

  
Maths club – year 

11 (S05) 

Indoor football – 
year 7 & 8 

  
  

Fitness – year 7 & 
8 

  
  

DofE – year 10 
(B1.5) 

  
  

Social Justice year 
10, 11, 12 & 13 

(S0.2) 

PM Sports – year 7 & 
8 

  
  

Fitness – Year 
KS4 

  
 

Cooking club – 
year 7, 8 & 9 

(Food tech room) 

Art club – year 7, 
8 & 9 (T1.1) 

  
 

Science club – 
year 8 (S0.8) 

  
  

Girls football – 
year 7, 8 & 9 

Debate mate – 
year 7, 8 & 9 

(A2.1) 
  

Sport – year 9 

  
  
 

Fitness – Year KS4 

  

Choir club – year 
7, 8 & 9 (E0.6) 

  
 

Table tennis club 
– year 7, 8 & 9 
(Dance studio) 

Science club - 
year 7 (S0.8) 

  
  

Chess club – All 
years (S0.4) 

  
Dance club – year 

10, 11, 12 &13 
(E0.4) 

  
Sport – year 10 & 

11 
 

 Fitness – KS4 
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