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A Christmas Message
Ryan’s Ramblings…..from the Chaplain’s Desk…Christmas 2018
As I write, we are beginning the third week of Advent. We are called to “Rejoice in the
Lord who is very near”. The expectation of the people at the time was that John the Baptist
was the Messiah. Therefore, they came to him asking in expectation, “What can I do? What
can we do?” In essence, the reply was simple: be the best that you can be - feed the hungry,
clothe the naked, be kind, merciful and just. One day I believe that you and I will stand
before the God we believe in no matter what name we might choose to call “God”, we will
be asking the same question. What can I do? What can I do to be a better person? What can I do to make the
world a better place? The response will be the same: be the best that you can be! It really is not rocket science! It
is simple. Be the best; bring out the best in others. Be an agent of hope, an agent of peace, joy and love! Simple!
We began this term back in September and I must admit I was bowled over by the response of the present year 7
students when we went to the retreat to St. Mary’s Church Hall. For ten years I have been taking students and
staff, and in all that time this present group of students were remarkable in how far they have come in so short a
time. Year 8 and 9 likewise have continued their own growth as you may have noticed in the recent International
Evening and more recently our Advent Carol Service. Being the best that we can be is something we take very
seriously here at Bishop Douglass. Year 10 excelled themselves again this year as they worked extremely hard to
put together the Senior Citizens’ Christmas Dinner by raising funds to pay for it and setting up and serving the
meal to the 130 plus guests who had a most enjoyable evening. They were of course aided and abetted by our
own senior students in the sixth form. The school continues to reach out to the local Community and at Harvest
time in the Autumn we asked for a special Harvest collection so that we could come to the aid of our local East
Finchley food bank organised by the community of St. Mary’s amongst others. Again this Advent we have
organised Christmas Hampers for those less fortunate and we are sharing them with the local food bank and the
Catholic Children’s Charity. Therefore, when we stand before God we can honestly say we have reached out to
our brothers and sisters most in need and been less selfish than we might have been. We have chosen the right
path!
So as we wind down this term my prayer for us and for you is that we also ask - what can I do? The answer to
which is “Be the best that you can be.” Who are you? Be the best that you can be; it really is that simple. That is
my wish and my prayer. Soon the school will close and your homes will ring true with the sound of laughter and
joy, I hope. I also hope that as you spend this Christmas time together you will continue to remind each other that
we all need to be the best that we can be.
Wishing you the love, peace and joy of the season of God’s great love for all of us.
Every blessing to you and yours throughout this Holy Season and through
18the rest of this school year.
Fr. Kevin Ryan, S.X.
Chaplain
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Headteacher’s Message
Dear Parents and Carers,
The Governors, staff and children are very pleased with the outcome of our recent
Ofsted inspection. We will strive to continue achieving very high standards,
focusing on any areas where we are falling short, so that our pursuit of excellence is
realised and recognised in the next Ofsted inspection. The staff and pupils deserve
every commendation for their hard work to date and dedicated efforts.

It has been a very successful term. Bishop Douglass International Evening was a
great success thanks to the help of our hard working PTA, Mr Burt, Ms Gant, Ms
Binz, Ms Spencer and Ms Wejknis. It was a colourful occasion with an array of
national costumes. The Senior Citizens’ Party on Thursday 6th December was a riproaring success with over 130 visitors in attendance. Guests were treated to a
traditional Christmas dinner with all the trimmings. Mr Reed excelled as compere
and bingo and carol singing was enjoyed by all. Father Christmas made a welcome
appearance and handed out personalised gifts.
For the hundred year anniversary at the end of the First World War, we held a moving ceremony in the school
field on Friday before Armistice Day. Father Kevin, as always, led with a thoughtful reflection. The children
stood silent as prayers were said for world peace. The photographs in our Christmas edition of The Douglass
although striking, cannot reflect the spiritual and deeply moving ambience of the occasion.
Our Christmas appeal is centred both on raising money for the Catholic Children Society and providing food
stuffs and hampers for their drive to support less fortunate families this Christmas. My gratitude to parents and
pupils who have supported this worthy cause.
It is always sad at this time of year to say goodbye to members of staff that are leaving including Mr Brown who
has been with us for a term in RE and Ms Sobuta who has been seconded this year to our sister school
Salvatorian College.
As ever I commend to you this edition of The Douglass with thanks to Ms Wilkhu for her editorial skills. I was
delighted to read about our sixth form continuing to support Age UK with ICT classes and the regular tea dances
for the local senior citizens.

Christmas is a time to reflect and spend time with family and loved ones. However, I hope that students will take
advantage of the holiday to study and complete the work they have been set. Another set of year 11 mock
examinations in the core subjects will take place when we return in 18
the New Year. It is important that the
momentum of study and learning is maintained over the extended break.
May I take this opportunity to thank you all for your ongoing support this term and to wish you all a happy, Holy
and peaceful Christmas with family, friends and loved ones.
Martin Tissot
Headteacher
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From the Editor
Welcome to the Christmas 2018 edition of The Douglass. This has been another
incredibly busy term for staff and students alike. As the December round of mock
examinations end, we are hopeful our GCSE and A level students have made good
progress against their targets.
As a school we have been preparing for the end of term holy celebrations such as
the Advent Service which was held on Wednesday 12th December. It was
wonderful to see our readers, choir, orchestra and budding actors come together for
the reflection.
The Senior Citizens’ Party on Thursday 6th December was another excellent
example of how our students contribute to the wider community. Year 10 and sixth
form students busied themselves with organising, planning, fund raising and
entertaining on the night. A spectacular £1500 was raised for this event which is highly exceptional. A
massive congratulations goes to Madam Merrett and the year 10 team for their admirable effort.
The International Evening, which was held on Thursday 29th November, was another wonderful event. My
favourite performers on the night were Daman Sawhney 12S and Yuvan Sawhney 13C with their traditional
dhol drumming – they really did raise the roof off the building! All of the performers, students and staff
involved came together for another exciting evening of entertainment.

The sixth formers have had a good start to the academic year and have been engrossed particularly with mock
exams for the past few weeks. In order to reward them for their efforts, a sixth form Christmas party was held
in school on the evening of Thursday 13th December. All who attended had much fun!
I have just mentioned a few of my favourite moments, but you will read about so much more over the coming
pages. It should give you a flavour of all the hard work and dedication that goes into building Bishop
Douglass School into a Catholic community, which is high achieving; successful; spiritual and serving to our
wider community. May I take this opportunity to say a huge thank-you to all that have contributed to the
Christmas edition. Wishing everybody a happy, enjoyable and peaceful Christmas holiday!

Each year, Mr Castano Ospina our
schoolkeeper creates a nativity scene for
the school reception area.
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This year, true to form, Mr Castano
Ospina has created a wonderful scene
together with art work and running water,
(pictured left). This is a super example of
the community at Bishop Douglass
School
pulling
together
and
demonstrating the true ‘Christmas Spirit’.

The Advent Service
On Wednesday 12th December Bishop Douglass staff and students participated in the annual Advent Service,
filled with an enthusiastic drama performance, carol singing and many Christmas treats to match the joyful and
warm Christmas spirit that is ever present in the hall. We were reminded during this season of Advent of the
true gift of Christmas. A big thank you to all the staff and students who helped make this a reflective and
prayerful event.

Choir: Madeleine Adjei 7C; Gift Apula 7M; Bodwin
Bitalo 7W; Gwenn Bulatao 7C; Nicole Chester 7O; Sofia
D’Onghia 10W; Chanelle Daly 7O; Anna Drumchiyska
7O; Marieann Effah Yawson 7F; Joseph Fanokun 7O;
Denver Godinho 7O; Toni Rose Gomez 9C; Jade
Guikoume 9C; Makena Hanchard 7C; Ashleigh Lithy
7W; Nahanielle Manuel 7C; Tay Minto 7M; Nteisi Ntalla
7C; Sara Obika 7M; Teya Otite 9A; Bianca Pinto 10M;
Favour Uwenduyile 7M; Hannah Viera 7M; Rokalya
Wallace 7W; Nikola Wrobel 7C; Rafaela Poncho 7M;
Aminah Allen 9A; Ryan Bah 7W; Shian Bulandos 7O;
Ahoo Damiar 7O; Kaiya Dawkins 7M; Nathaniel De
Guzman 7F; Nina Del Mundo 7O; Elizabeth Fabelurin
7F; Iara Goncalves 10C; Savannah Makinde 10F; Adam
Shergold 7F; Katerina Stepanova 7M; Jasmine Tominez
7M and Karina Zarei 7O. Orchestra: Iona Ogunnimo
9A; Sebastian Barrows 10C; Akeel Whyte 10F;
Alexandra Walczak 10C; Max Walczak 12S; Joan Pau
Mendoza 8C and Taiye Ajao 10F.
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RE - Catholic Life of the School
Once again RE has continued to be a popular and
successful subject throughout the school. We
celebrated outstanding results across GCSE and A
level.

We began the year with a whole year 7 mass with
parents in attendance to welcome our new pupils to
the school. Year 7 were delighted to attend retreats
with their class at St. Mary’s Church in East Finchley
where they were able to get to know one another and
think about how they will grow throughout their time
here at Bishop Douglass.

Our year 7 pupils have begun the year with a study of
community which complimented their retreats well.
They have also studied the Bible and have begun to
think about the Sacraments in preparation for
considering Jesus in the new term.

We are delighted that Friday morning mass continues
to be well attended by pupils and staff. Everyone is
welcome at 8:25. This is in addition to our “two
minutes for Jesus” which we host on Tuesday and
Thursday lunchtimes, led by our sixth-form liturgical
prefects where we say the Angelus together.

In year 8 we began with the authorship and history of
the Gospels before moving on to miracles and
apparitions. Throughout Black History Month we were
delighted to study the apparition of Our Lady of
Kibeho in Rwanda.

Throughout the term pupils have been taking the lead
with the religious component of our assemblies
leading prayers together with readings in accordance
with the Liturgical Calendar.

The year 9 pupils are beginning the GCSE this year
studying arguments for and against God. They have
also begun to study prophets and patriarchs in the Old
Testament which will prepare them well for when we
begin the GCSE study of Judaism in the New Year.

We hosted a whole school mass for the Holy Day of
Obligation our feast of All Saints, which was a
resounding success.

Year 10 pupils have completed their studies of Judaism
which is a 25% component of the RE GCSE. They are
now studying Christian beliefs such as the Trinity,
Incarnation and Paschal Mystery.

Our Remembrance Service to mark the centenary of
the ending of WWI was attended by all pupils where
we listened to history, poetry and observed a two
minute silence.

Our year 11 pupils have completed their study of
Catholic Christianity and are now studying philosophy
and ethics. They will be considering issues such as
whether or not the existence of evil is a problem for
Christians today.

th

On the 28 of November we hosted our first ever Red
Wednesday where pupils wore red and non-uniform in
support of persecuted Christians throughout the world.
This continued alongside our successful campaign to
provide a hamper of food per form for the Catholic
Children’s Society Christmas appeal.
Throughout advent our assemblies focused upon the
birth of Jesus and we were able to light the appropriate
advent candles alongside our weekly assemblies.
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At the end of the year we enjoyed the Christmas
service along with drama, music and prayers in some
of our pupils’ home languages. The service was well
attended and everyone enjoyed it.
Right—Father Kevin and some sixth form students on their
way to deliver donations to the food bank at St Mary’s church.
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Sixth Form News
Kyushu High School visit to Bishop
Douglass School
On Tuesday 6th November, Bishop Douglass School
was fortunate enough to host our third visit from
Kyushu High School in Japan. The morning started
with a wonderful welcome and breakfast meeting
where 60 Japanese students and 4 members of staff
were treated to a full English breakfast. 20 sixth
formers sat with them and exchanged questions and
answers about both London and Fukuoka. Although
our visitors spoke an intermediate level of English,
communication was made much easier via Google
Translate!
Visitors attended sixth form lessons and were as ever
very impressed. Mr Iwamoto, their English teacher
commented on how much they enjoyed the morning
and on the warm welcome that was extended
throughout the visit. Mr Iwamoto invited us to visit
Kyushu High School and hopefully this might
happen in the future!
Above—our guests enjoying breakfast with head girl
Maedeh Pourhamdany 13A. Below—Casear Obi 13A
and Arian Ahmadi 13C explain their A level
Sociology work to our visitors. Left—the Japanese
students taught some origami making skills to Bishop
Douglass students.
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Sixth Form Open Evening
The Bishop Douglass Sixth Form Open Evening took place on Wednesday 14th November. The evening was a
huge success, year 11 students and some parents attended together with some external students. The evening
began with talks by the Headteacher Mr Tissot; Head of Sixth Form Miss Wilkhu; Head Girl Maedeh
Pourhamdany 13A and Charlotte Moore who left the school two years ago with top grades at A level and is
currently studying Biology at Queen Mary University, London.
Parents and students then had an opportunity to visit subject stalls where they could ask teachers about sixth
form courses offered at the school. Stalls were varied and interesting, showcasing exemplar student work,
resources and course descriptions. Current sixth formers were also on hand to answer questions about sixth form
life at Bishop Douglass School. There was a real buzz around the hall and we look forward to welcoming year
11s into the sixth form next year!

Above—Charlotte Moore, Darius Stefan Amarie 13S and
Maedeh Pourhamdany 13S at the science stand. Below–
NCS volunteers recruiting for their summer programme.

Above—Darius Stefan Amarie 13S practising his medical
skills on the year 11 students. Below—Mr Chaganti and Julia
Kneer 13S promoting A level Maths.
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Sixth Form News
Barnet Safe Drive Stay Alive event
On Thursday 29th November, 80 year 12 students together with Ms Wilkhu and Ms Chisholm attended a Safe
Driving event at North Finchley Arts Depot. The campaign, which is run in partnership with Barnet
Council; London Ambulance Service; the NHS Trust; the London Fire Brigade; the Metropolitan Police and
Transport for London is aimed at young people aged 16-18. The purpose is to promote an awareness of safer
driving at a time when many young people are applying for provisional licenses and beginning to take driving
lessons. The performance was based upon real life experiences and was a real eye opener for our sixth formers.
This is what a few of them had to say about the event:
“I believe that this event is essential for young drivers who often forget the dangers involved in reckless driving
and how a small distraction or a wrong decision can cause pain. I have started to pay more attention when
crossing the road now”. Jennifer Maettos 12S.
“I found the presentation very interesting and useful as I think about the consequences of driving. I would really
recommend it as it opens your eyes to reality once you’re on the road”. Grace Ramirez-Ortega 12F.
“I think that it helped me reconsider the dangers that exist on the road if you don’t drive responsibly and take
precautions because a bad decision can put your life at risk and that of others”. Marcelo Zapata Hernandez
12O.
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Sixth Form and the Community
Aiding the community is a fundamental role students and staff take part in every year in
Bishop Douglass School. This year many activities and events took place in order for
students to show their appreciation to the community and wider society. Many of our
community initiatives centre on our elderly community, examples being the Age UK ICT
lessons, senior citizens’ tea dances and the recent senior citizens’ party.
The Age UK programme is headed by sixth form students. Every Friday sixth form
students teach and mentor elderly citizens about the more difficult aspects of the internet,
allowing them to gain a better understanding, thus improving internet safety, through
increasing their awareness of the risks. A monthly event organised by the school, is the
senior citizens’ tea dance, where members of the community are invited into our school to have a relaxing
afternoon dancing and socialising with each other. This all culminated with the senior citizens’ party organised
and fundraised by our year 10s.
This party once again is an effort to show our appreciation to our community and allowing members to enjoy
themselves for the evening. Fundraising for charities is a common practice in Bishop Douglass and all year
groups took part through our cake sales as well as the Red Day, where students came into school wearing red and
donating a pound to charity.
By Caeser Obi 13A
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Sixth Form News

Autumn Term Update

UNIVERSITY APPLICATIONS 2018-19

This has been a busy term with year 13 students applying for university. 62 students are hoping to carry on to
Higher Education (91% of year 13) and offers from the universities have been arriving often within a day or two
of universities receiving applications from UCAS.
We are pleased that two of our students have applied for Medicine: Darius-Stefan Amarie and Nima Hashemi.
Likewise we are delighted that Maedeh Pourhamdany has been invited for interview by Girton College,
Cambridge University to study Middle Eastern and Asian Studies with Chinese.
Rino Takeuci has r eceived four offer s fr om Russell Gr oup univer sities to study Inter national Business
with them.
Our students applied to and are receiving offers from some of the UK’s other most prestigious universities
including the Universities of Birmingham, Bristol, Durham, Edinburgh, Leeds, Liverpool, LSE, Newcastle,
Nottingham, Queen Mary’s University of London, University College London (UCL) and Warwick. It is also
good to see that our students are becoming increasingly more adventurous, seeking places beyond the South East
of England, with applications to Scottish universities, Edinburgh and Glasgow, also appearing.
Students are applying for courses as diverse as Law, Architecture and Aerospace Engineering (Daniel Marboth),
through to English and, interestingly, Ancient History (Natalie Gamage who has received an offer from
Nottingham) to Business Management, Accounting and Finance, Computer Science with A.I (Barnabas
Grunwald ) and Digital Media.
This year the choice of universities has been wide ranging. We wait to see if, like last year, some students will
receive offers from some of the country’s leading universities.
Thanks, as always, go to all the staff who have tirelessly read and advised on students’ personal statements and
18
who have written excellent supportive academic references, crucial to students
receiving offers of places at their
university of choice for September 2019.
We wish all of our University hopefuls the best of luck and success from continued hard work.
Miss S. Chisholm UCAS coordinator
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Sixth Form News

On November 20th 12S attended a university fair at Central Hall Westminster sponsored by Making The Leap, a
charity aiming to inspire young people to apply to the top universities in the UK.
The main purpose was to encourage and enable students to talk to student ambassadors and representatives from
the top Russell Group universities. Representatives from many universities including Oxford, attended. Our
students found the time and opportunity to have in-depth discussions with the representatives and certainly
voiced the opinion that the experience had been very valuable for them.
Genta Malaj “Making The Leap gave me greater insight into university life and helped clarify what universities
require in a candidate and what I should write in my personal statement”.

Natalie Rutagamirwa “Being new to the UK, Making The Leap was a necessary trip for me in understanding
what universities have to offer and what university life would be like in general. I enjoyed the positive
engagement of the student representatives”.
Jasroop Sandhu “Making The Leap was a very beneficial trip. It helped me understand about different
university courses and university life. The trip was inspirational and inspired me to work hard to fulfil my dream
of going to university”.
Students are also encouraged to apply to the Social Mobility Foundation and the Sutton Trust, charities which
support students through a mentoring, work experience and summer school programme to aspire to apply to top
universities and move into the top professions.
Students accepted by the Sutton Trust are offered summer schools at the top universities including Cambridge,
Bristol and Birmingham.

18
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Sixth Form News
conversations to lose the notion of time and the
feeling of pain, we reached our hostel. It was
astonishing—we were in a bunk house with no one
else booked on that date. We were so excited but too
tired to use it at the same time.

Caeser Obi 13S, Darius-Stefan Amarie 13S and Yuvan Sawhney
13C.

We, three students of Bishop Douglass School, set out
to complete the Hadrian’s Wall trail, starting from
Newcastle and ending in Carlisle. A five-day journey!
With the financial aid provided by Mark Evison, we
were able to plan and equip ourselves for the coming
days sufficiently. Our journey first began with an 8hr
coach ride from London to Newcastle, a stiff chair
being our only source of comfort. Nevertheless, we
arrived excitedly in the early hours, taking time to
stretch our bodies and find a place to have breakfast.
Soon after we set off on what would be one of the most
stressful, yet joyful experiences of our adolescent lives.
Being up north, we found the weather to be
considerably colder than what we are used to in
London, leading to us immediately putting on our
jackets and walking shoes. Our first day would consist
of a 16-mile trek to our first hostel, all of us first timers
to such an extended walk. We struggled and found
ourselves often taking breaks for water and a quick
snack before continuing. Honestly, it was tough. We
had underestimated the challenge entirely. 16 miles
later we arrived in our first hostel, Houghton North
Farm. Upon arriving at our rooms the energy had
utterly drained from us. Yet, we found ourselves elated
with what we had achieved that day, saying to each
other, ‘We can do this’.
Day 2: Muscle pain. What did we expect? We had just
walked 16 miles. Each of us felt it whether it came
from our legs, backs or arms. However, we had no time
to feel sorry for ourselves- we were on a strict schedule
which required us to set off at 7 am. Another day of
walking, we kept ourselves entertained with the sites
and conversations of school. After a full day next to the
sheep, overusing our legs, drinking unbelievable
amounts of water and having pointless

Day 3: As if a miracle had occurred, the muscles had
recovered, and our tiredness swept away. However,
that was not the only change; our stamina had
significantly improved. It was great as ahead of us we
had the longest day of all. Emotionally, we were
ready and physically much better off than any of the
other days. We were able to walk prolonged distances
with fewer breaks and in those breaks with our cheese
strings and Ritz crackers we were anxious to continue
the walk. This day was the bread and butter of the
whole journey, we finally reached the part of
Hadrian’s wall with the most jaw dropping scenery.
This is when we realised that it was all worth the
effort. Another fantastic aspect of the day was the
hostel itself, this hostel had recently been renovated
giving us state of the art rooms and showers (greatest
showers of our lives). Plus we were also lucky enough
to watch the England game with a great dinner and
dessert.
Day 4: All of us believe that this was the second best
day of the walk. This was due to a phone call from
our fellow classmates calling to cheer us on and ask
about our progress. This phone call was a godsend as
we had been walking up particularly steep hills. The
phone call distracted us from the heat and the pain,
giving us the morale we needed to push ourselves to
levels we never thought we could reach. As usual we
walked, and we walked without stopping. Why? This
was because this was the day we would arrive at
Carlisle, the day we would see the fruition of our
endeavours, our excitement clouded our logic and due
to this we arrived 2 hrs earlier than expected- we had
finally returned to the civilisation we were used to:
18
McDonalds; Waterstones (where we made up for the
2 hours because of Caeser) and many other shops and
supermarkets. However, before we could leave we
had to finish the trail which meant another day of
walking.
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Sixth Form News
Day 5: (The best and final day) During our final walk
we met many others who had also taken up the
challenge as well as many farm animals who were out
for grazing season and 10+miles later we had finished
the trail and with it, we enjoyed the view of the beach
and the message left at the end of the trail. We had been
through thick and thin sometimes arguing but together
we succeeded. For that, we would like to thank the
Mark Evison Foundation for providing us with the
funding and opportunity to have this once in a lifetime
experience.
The moral of this experience we have witnessed is to
never be afraid of trying new things and pushing
yourself forward. It’s truly amazing what can be
achieved when you have two great supporting friends
with you.
By Caeser Obi 13A, Darius-Stefan Amarie 13A and
Yuvan Sawhney 13A.
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Remembrance Day
Centenary Commemoration
100 years of Peace
This year’s Remembrance Service to mark the centenary of the Armistice, was certainly the most poignant and
memorable to date. Nationally, the day began on 11 November 2018, at the Commonwealth War Graves
Commission St Symphorien Cemetery near Mons, Belgium where the war began in 1914, and the place where the
war’s first and last casualties lie. Whereas, we reflected on the cost of war at Bishop Douglass School in a service
on Friday 9th November.
At 10.50am, an orderly line of pupils and staff made their way to the playground to begin our solemn
remembrance of this auspicious anniversary. Father Kevin began the service and whilst some may argue that
Remembrance Day is a more secular occasion - an active demonstration of British Values - the reverential
atmosphere was a timely reminder that such values are synonymous with our Catholic ethos, the gospel values and
the spirituality we espouse.
The commemoration was marked by a moving service which included Mr Harris giving a pithy, potted history
lesson to give context. The solemn procession of red poppy wreaths was led by our Head Boy and Head Girl and
Foundation Governor Mr Murphy. They were accompanied by one of the longest serving members of staff,
Madam Chisholm and the youngest child in the school, Boduinor. We remembered not only the fallen of both
world wars, but also conflicts worldwide and paid special homage to those brave men and women who continue to
risk their lives in active service in order that we may enjoy lasting peace.
Once again, visitors present commended our students for their exemplary conduct and reverential attitude – one
could have heard a pin drop during the two minute silence and this respectful atmosphere was maintained
throughout. The ethereal sound of the ‘Last Post’ provided a memorable backdrop. Not only was it a touching
tribute to mark 100 years since the original Armistice, but a moment where as a cohesive community, we were
unified in our pride as British Citizens and a Catholic community.

We Will Remember Them
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By Madam McLean Boyd
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The Senior Citizens Party
All great events have a beginning, and this party was no exception. The grand scheme
required a lot of money and like every other year, it was up to the year 10 students and
their lovely form tutors to make it possible. Make no mistake, this took quite a lot of coordination and communication from Madam Merrett and the form tutors in addition to the
most essential component – teamwork from all involved. Everyone had to do their part and
with the upcoming tasks you can imagine how stressful it was, however as the year 10
students in previous years have taught us, it was to never give up and this what we set out
to do!

The fundraising was key to the upcoming extravaganza, and so there was a lot of planning
to raise the money. We came up with very creative ideas including running a school tuckshop in which year 10
students at lunch could sell treats to other students and staff in the school. With the passion and relative freedom
of how and when fundraising activities were run, it wasn’t long until the plans were orchestrated. We all did our
part, selling raffle tickets, washing teacher cars, hosting cinema and sporting events with students in younger
year groups. We managed to make a serious amount of money, with all our efforts put to good work, we were
finally ready for the big night.
It was finally the day, where all our hard work was to be paid off. The school caretaker . Mr Castano Ospina,
had helpfully set up the hall with Christmas decorations and it was completely transformed, fitting perfectly for
the night to come. All students were at the doors, ready to greet guests and escort them to their tables. The year
10s were split into two main teams working through the night; entertainers, those who sat conversing at tables
with a sixth former, teacher and guests, while the other students helped serve and clear away food from tables.
We had not done anything on such a grand scale, so you best believe we were extra attentive so as not to cause a
catastrophe. Mr Reed gave a surprise announcement at the beginning of the evening, revealing that all student
helpers, year 10 and 6th formers were to come to the stage and sing carols before the night got underway. All the
attention was on us as we sang at the front. Anxious at first, we slowly warmed to the attention, pouring our
hearts into every note, every word. It turned out to be a delight and not as scary as we envisioned.
Come the evening and everything went smoother than we could have anticipated. The entertainers, anxious at
first to converse with people we only met that night, understood and learnt a lot of fascinating stories which
truly gave a glimpse into the wonderful days of the past.
By Anthony EFFAH-YEBOAH 10C

To the left, our very own
Father Christmas, Mr Manley.
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To the right, Mr Reed led the
year 10 and sixth form students
in the carol singing.
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The Senior Citizens Party
This year, the students of year 10 were put forward to fundraise and assist in delivering a
senior citizens’ Christmas party. It was a wonderful group effort with everyone contributing
hard work and effort toward the end result.
Fundraising
Each form in year 10 devised a variety of different ways to raise funds. Some of these ideas
included car washes, selling raffle tickets, a lunchtime tuck shop, sports competitions and
movie nights. All of these events were a success. The lunchtime tuck shop was an extremely
popular event. In there, the year 10 students were selling a range of juices, milkshakes and
other snacks (supervised by teachers). It went on for 3 weeks with different students eager to
help and raise money. In total, the tuck shop raised £900. Raffle tickets were another way
that assisted in gathering the necessary funds. The raffle was wonderfully organised by Madam Chaganti who
worked incredibly hard to prepare it. There were six main prizes up for grabs including chocolates, a hamper,
beats headphones and a PS4. Every break time, the year 10s were selling their raffle tickets to other members of
the school. This raffle helped raise £500. The other events also contributed to the final total that was raised which
was an amazing £1500!
The night of the party
Finally, the Senior citizens’ Christmas party came. A great number of year 10 students happily volunteered their
time to assist with this event. Before the guests arrived, we went into the hall to set up the decorations and the
tables for our guest. Once they arrived each guest was escorted to their seat by a year 10 student who aided them.
At their table were at least two year 10 students socialising and making them feel comfortable. The starter was
served when the entire guests had arrived, it was a tomato soup accompanied with bread and butter (with a drink
of choice). After was the main meal - Christmas dinner. The dinner included turkey, roast potatoes, carrots, peas
and gravy. It was delicious. Lastly, the dessert was served. Every guest received a traditional mince pie with cake
and ice cream. When everyone had finished an exciting game of bingo was played, which was hosted by Mr Reed.
It was so amazing to see everyone smiling and having an amazing time together. There were some lucky winners
who got to take home prizes. Lastly, to finish off the night all the guests were gifted with a present from Mr
Manley as Santa.
By Monique JEMMOTT-BROWN 10C.

18

Above left: year 10 students socialising with our guests. Above right, raffle prizes galore!
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International Evening

Above left, Homayoon Tavan 12F, Hamid Tavan 12F and Emad Pir Boveiri 12F performed some traditional Iranian music with Mr
Tavan. Above right, Ms Santos had a face painting stall where she painted flags and international designs.

The International Evening was a huge success. The delicious food from around the world, the music and the
fashion show were a testament to our multicultural school community. The performances were wonderful and it
is fair to say that everyone thoroughly enjoyed themselves. The event would not have been possible without the
help of all the staff, students and the parent teachers association. A total of £560.82 was raised and this money
will be used towards the school minibus fund.
Below Madam Venables with her Spanish salsa class performed a wonderful dance.
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Chess
Chess Club Autumn Term 2018
We continue to welcome both pupils and teachers who wish to learn how to play the game at both lunchtime
sessions and Friday after school. It is pleasing that some of our sixth form students have become involved in
helping to run the Lunchtime Chess session on Mondays.
In London this November, Magnus Carlsen (of Norway) defended his World Champion title against the strong
challenger Fabiano Caruana (of America and Italy) and while there are many leagues above us; it has raised
interest in the game. Currently a large body of year 10 and year 11 pupils are returning to chess with great
enthusiasm. While this continues, we are also running more informal chess sessions for interested pupils every
lunchtime in the Science Department. Requests are now being received for us to run a school tournament so this
will be considered next term.
We are facilitating many games and mixtures of pairings, which allow the pupils to try out their ideas with degrees
of success. In addition to this, we study puzzles which help the students to see deeper tactical ideas.
Two recent examples are shared with you below.
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White’s move
Explain how white can play and win.
(Hint… find next move is first step)

White’s move
What would be your next move
playing with white.

(Answers at the back of the Douglass)
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Art
Here are some impressive pieces of work from Art students this term.

Giulia Roga 10W
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Alessandro D’Onghia 11M and Roulian Zelo 11O
20

Art

Sara Ghaffari Kesejini 9M
Jasmine Tominez 7M

Aidan Souza 7W
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Mary Espolong 11M

Arwen Valeza 8C
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Business Studies
Sixth Form trip to the Business Show.
The Business Show was an opportunity for the year 13 students to see real businesses, network and
communicate with employers, entrepreneurs and even young business owners who became very successful. The
students gained valuable information from their talks with many people from the real business world and
attended workshops including a Virgin Start-Up Ambassador who delivered a workshop on how to maximise
every opportunity in business and give a deeper insight into his journey from being a young troubled teenager to
owning a successful large international company.
Year 9 Business Challenge
The year 9 Business students had the opportunity to create a business idea in teams and plan and research how
they could turn their business ideas into a real business. The students created Power Point presentations to
showcase their work and had the opportunity to share this will the class and a Dragon. The Dragon is a real
business owner within Barnet and visited the students whilst completing the business challenge to support and
advise them on how to improve. The main objective of this challenge was to raise money for a charity called
Noah’s Ark Children’s Hospice. A member of staff from the charity visited the school to help raise awareness of
the purpose of the charity and how the money raised from the business challenge would help children. As part of
the challenge, students made and sold pancakes every week to students and teachers at Bishop Douglass
Catholic School to raise money and experience what it is like to run a business.
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English
As part of their year 11 GCSE English Language studies, students have to write robust, hard-hitting and
engaging articles, letters or speeches about topical and often controversial issues. As well as sharpening their
intellectual reasoning, they are also forced to really refine their punctuation for purpose and precision of
vocabulary through this process.
Here are some excerpts from Year 11 letters to the Mayor of London Sadiq Khan:
Dear Mr Khan,
Knife crime is a problem which we clearly all recognise. I believe that a child of limited
experience, like myself, should not be faced with a question of such gravitas that concerns
my entire generation: am I going to get home today? Now, as an adult, you may see this
as paranoia or exaggeration. But I urge you, Mr Khan, don’t disregard this letter. As a
teenager in this day and age it’s a matter of “everybody knows everybody” and this is a
problem because nobody likes everybody! In order for my generation to prove themselves
to be more than “snowflakes”, some try to impress the impressionist older generation by
carrying and even using illegal weapons which they may have found or even taken from
their – too-often – single mother’s kitchen. I do respect you and your work, Mr Khan, but
I just need to see its fruits. I cannot give my already-poorly mother further high blood pressure, just because I
stepped out to the corner shop 13 steps from my council estate. What I am saying may seem repetitive and give
you a sense of deja-vu. But, Mr Khan, what does that suggest to you? As a moral man and a
father of sons, I am sure you understand,
Yours sincerely,
Raymond Williams 11F

Dear Mr Khan,
I am in great awe of the substantial work you have accomplished, most notably in the field
of making suitable housing for London. As a middle class teenager, I can personally
confirm our gratitude for the strides you have made in creating adequate housing for
Londoners. At the same time, however, as a teenager I urge you to take a more aggressive
and fourth dimensional approach to the inexplicably savage state of youth crime in London.
As an ethnic teenager, I can also confirm our unparalleled despair at your lack of intervention in this critical and
weighty matter.
Jordan Shodeinde 11C
And an article on an emotive issue: Islamophobia in the media.
Does the media exacerbate Islamophobia? If you were to ask a modern day Muslim,
they would say yes. Yet, to a middle-aged, suburban white woman called Susan
watching the news, it doesn’t appear to be that obvious.
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Now, if I was paid £1 every time someone asked me why I don’t wear the hijab, I would
have enough money to build another Mecca. Every Muslim person who is negatively
portrayed in the media either has darker skin, wears a hijab, has multiple wives or owns
a camel! Based on this presentation, Susan suddenly believes that she’s an expert on
terrorism and Islam….
Moulka Ben Mosbah 11F
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English
TRIPS! TRIPS! TRIPS! TRIPS! TRIPS!
The English department, as ever, have been busy!
We have a host of trips that have been organised or are in the pipeline. This includes our November Year
13 Hamlet lectures aimed at giving students an insight into university life and the academic rigour expected
there. In the week before the end of term, the lucky Year 12 AS class will make a trip to the National
Theatre archives where a special viewing of “A Streetcar Named Desire” starring Gillian Anderson (which
sold out the complete run in just 1 day when it was running in 2016) is being screened for them as part of
their AS English Literature studies. In addition, the annual residential trip to Bronte’s remarkable
Parsonage in the Yorkshire village of Haworth is currently in the pipeline for the Year 13 English
Literature class who will walk in the shoes of the Bronte’s in this unspoilt village on the foot of the
Yorkshire moors!
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English
But we haven’t forgotten Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4 students! Ms Ingram has been busy organising a trip for
all of Year 8s and selected Year 9s for February 2019 when we will make a trip to Shakespeare’s Globe to watch
“Romeo and Juliet” and enjoy some workshops on Shakespeare’s immortal play. In addition to this, we’re
currently trying to organise a “Macbeth” trip for Year 11 students and a trip to the theatre to see “The Woman in
Black” for Year 10 students! Lastly, we are also planning a trip to the Jack the Ripper museum in the Spring
term using Amber Rayner’s Jack Petchey winnings to fund this!
***
It is at the centre of our ethos that enriching cultural capital is a key factor in a student’s holistic selfimprovement. With this is mind, here’s a list of our favourite London sights and landmarks that are entirely free
but could help fill some of those long school holidays!
- Keats House – Hampstead (walk in the footsteps of our much-loved local Romantic poet) then take a brisk walk
on glorious Hampstead heath afterwards and take in Kenwood House.
- The Museum of London – Barbican – So much to see you’ll need a whole day.
- The National Portrait Gallery – Leicester Square / PIcadilly – Did you know that Van Gogh’s famous
“Sunflowers” hang here, along with Michelangelo’s “The Entombment”, Constable’s “The Haywain”, Millais’
“Ophelia” – just to mention a few!
- The British museum – Holborn / Russell Square
- The British Library – Kings Cross – There’s always a free exhibition in the upstairs foyer. In addition, students
are able to use the library itself, with access to hundreds of thousands of books, for free.
- The Natural History museum or The Science Museum – there’s something for every Science-buff in here!
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Humanities
On Tuesday the 6th of November the Royal
Geographic Society visited Bishop Douglass. As part
of their Geography ambassador’s programme, they
sent three 2nd year Geography university students to
share their experience of Geography with our students.
The visit was a great success, the year 10 Geography
classes found out more about Geography at A level
and university as well as what careers Geography can
open for them. The year 8 students attended a
lunchtime session aimed at getting them excited about
Geography and it certainly did, with them competing
in groups to identify various global logos. We look
forward to welcoming the Royal Geographic Society
back to meet with the other years.

The Humanities department has been very fortunate
recently to receive a very generous donation of
books from a local resident. The books focus on the
arts, renaissance and ancient and modern history.
They are in excellent condition and have formed the
basis for a student library within the department.
The A Level history students have particularly
benefited from using the library to support their
research in their history coursework. However, the
books are available for all students.
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ICT
Some examples of student work this term in ICT.

CARINO, Christine YR12O
ZAPATA HERNANDEZ, Marcelo YR12O

The year 11 have been investigating AI
(Artificial intelligence) and presenting in lessons; considering advantages and disadvantages of the development of AI’s.
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Languages
Here are some wonderful examples of student work in modern foreign languages this term.

Raissa Alves 8O
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Languages

Alexandra Walczak 10C
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Maths
UKMT - MATHS CHALLENGE
The maths department participates and enters students in prestigious Mathematics competitions organised by the
UKMT (UK Mathematics Trust).
The UKMT is a charity which organises national mathematics competitions and other mathematical enrichment
activities for 11-18 year old pupils in the UK. So far this year, sixth formers have sat the Senior Challenge and
we are pleased to announce that Maximillian Walczak (12S) has been awarded the ‘Bronze’ certificate – well
done!
Pupils across the school will have the opportunity to sit the respective challenge for their age group so watch this
space! Until then, here’s the weekly Maths challenge to keep you engaged.
By using positive integers, how many different ways can you make a sum that is equal to six?
For example you could use:
3+1+1+1=6
4+2=6
(4 + 2 would be considered the same as 2 + 4)
See your form tutor for the solution and Epraise!

M

ths

Challenge
An arrow is formed in a 2 x 2 square by joining
the bottom corners to the mid point of the top
edge and the centre of the square.
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Find the area of the arrow.
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Media Studies
Year 13 A level Media Studies are currently working on their coursework. Here are some examples of their
magazine front covers. Below is the work of Marlena Malec 13W.
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Media Studies
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Morgan Sibley 13W
32

Media Studies

Top right Annahita Samirir 13W; Top left Ingrid Tancredi 13C;
Bottom right Joyce Buttigieg 13A and bottom left Dylan Mitchell
13C.
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Media Studies
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Ingrid Tancredi 13C
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Music
This term the year 13 BTEC students have been working extremely hard. Following already fantastic grades in
year 12, the students are sounding better than ever!!
A key aspect of the course this year is the growth of musical identity. Whereas, last year students performed
covers of well known chart hits, this year students are strongly encouraged to write, arrange and perform their
own music. To support this Bishop Douglass invited Mr Rob Willson to lead a song writing workshop with the
class. Over the course of the day students worked together to create their own original song, as well as learning
some of the key skills required to create and produce music as a group. The final song was a Reggae-inspired
track called 'Don't be Jealous'.
Here's what they had to say about the day...
“I think the day went extremely well because it was very productive and I would encourage schools to expose this
enthralling experience to those who possess the desire to become a creative within the industry.” Jayde Gayle
13C
“I enjoyed the day because of the growth amongst the group. Coming from a state of confusion to a completed
song constructed in a school setting - simply magical.” Panna Zsoldos 13W
“I liked it because it encouraged us to be confident and creative musicians.” Imisi Peletu 13C
“This rare experience allowed a creative like myself to flow free. I was schooled in composing a song that
remained relevant and held meaning.” Dylan Mitchell 13C
A big thank you goes to Mr Willson and Mr Layton who helped support the event.
Keep an eye out for forthcoming gigs by your year 13 band, Nocturne!
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PE
Message from Mr O’Brien
As we all know, the benefits of engaging in physical activity are vast, it raises energy levels, helps
relieve stress, makes you feel good and has numerous health benefits. So, as part of our continual
drive for leading healthy lifestyles we are encouraging all pupils to make a New Year’s resolution that
will have a tremendous impact on their lives. Each student will join at least one extra-curricular club

and undertake an extra hour of physical activity each week outside of curriculum time. Please see
attached our extra-curricular clubs provision for January – February. Have a merry Christmas and a
happy New Year
Mr O’Brien
Head of PE

Bishop Douglass year 8 Football

Bishop Douglass Youth Club Every Monday
The BDYC continues to be a ver y popular event,
with up to 80 pupils across all year groups attending
each week. With the onset of winter, most of the
activites will now be taking place indoors. This will
include trampolining, in our Dance studio.

The year 8 squad (below) preparing for their match
against East Barnet School Bishop Douglass were

held to 2-2 draw. Football will re-commence after
the winter break in February 2019.

To attend, pupils just need to sign in at 3.10pm and
join one of the activity groups.

Training will continue every Monday (ks3+4) and
Friday (ks5).
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PE
YEAR 10 NETBALL TOURNAMENT
On 16th October 2018, Bishop Douglass School’s talented young netballers accompanied by their head of year,
Ms Merrett, competed in the Year 10 netball tournament, which took place at Copthall School. There were many
other schools taking part from the Barnet area.
The netballers showed ambition and enthusiasm for this event. One main quality that the pupils showed was their
co-ordination throughout the netball court. In addition, the players were able to score due to their sophisticated
skills—taught to them in their PE classes. However, one feature this set of year 10 students need to work on is
their ability to think and react faster in order to be able to increase their score.
The students who took part in this tournament were: Vanessa Owusu-Fordjour, Asha-Marie Ormsby-Jackson,
Salma Amri, Jessica Harper, Bahar Nazarinafooti, Arnilda Myzyri, Sofia D’Onghia, Alika Baptiste, Rebecca
Kneer and Chipego Kalebwe.
It was truly an honour to participate in this event and we are all very grateful to experience this opportunity.
Written by Bahar Nazarinafooti 10W
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Science
It has been a busy term in the science department with our students working hard on their new courses, year 7
have embarked on science club and our gardening club have racked up yet another award!
Science Club in full swing
Our year 7 cohort of budding experimental scientists are gaining new experiences every week. They have now
completed a multitude of investigations ranging from correcting short and long sightedness in the human eye to
the electrical properties of fruit and vegetables.

The next objective will be to protect a chicken’s egg from a great fall - who will produce the best design? How
many shells will crack? It’s bound to be egg-citing!

BD Gardeners receive Royal Horticultural Award Level 3!
Our entry into the RHS Level 3 award was successful winning a Rocket Gardens voucher worth £150 for a
series of three boxes brimming with vegetable and fruit plug plants.
We'll be getting this in early April, so watch out on how to get involved18in GROWING!
Gardening club prepares for winter hibernation.
In the meantime, members of the gardening club spent the weeks of November protecting our bulbs and seeds
for the winter months, ready to be redeployed in spring. The winter months will bring frost and harsh conditions
for the soil, it is important to ensure any vulnerable plant stocks are safe and secure in the greenhouse.
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Sociology
On Monday 26th November, our year 13 Sociology class went to an AQA A Level Sociology
revision session at Stratford. As mock exams were approaching, this session was really
helpful in awaking our revision orientated minds with several activities designed to do so.
Although, the material we covered focused on AS material and topics we covered last year it
was still ever so important as they will be part of our Sociology A level exams in the
summer.
The session was aided with a revision guide we could complete and follow throughout the
day. With the use of the revision guide we could record and track our progress through the
revision modules. Luckily they were for us to keep, meaning that we can use them again in
our revision at a later date. The first session started with the education and then methods
topics. Rather than the mundane approach of learning and reading off a power point, we enjoyed activities such as
identifying key terms, policies, concepts and sociologists through visual clues. Needless to say, Bishop Douglass
compared to the other schools, didn’t need many clues to get the answers right!
There were many opportunities that allowed students to interact with the teachers during the session. As a class we
were very enthusiastic about participating in the session, many students shared their ideas and answers amongst
the whole group. Caesar Obi 13A won a pack of revision cards as last student standing in a revision quiz. We also
really liked the focus on exam techniques and the insight into constructing brilliant exam essay answers. During
the sessions we could put our learning and notes in to action, with several chances to create responses for exam
questions in our booklets. With the help of the teachers and ability to share and listen to other student’s ideas, we
were able to perfect our responses. By doing so our confidence in knowledge and written expression significantly
increased by the end of the session.
After an hour long lunch break we progressed into covering the last topic: Theory. Even though the last session
seemed to be slightly longer, we were kept on our toes until the end of the session with activities that required
focus, energy and attention. One of these tasks
was the ‘Thinking Task Bingo’. We had to write
down concepts, theorist and sociological ideas
that we had learnt and covered, and then had to
identify them as they were read aloud. Our class
were one of the first to get a complete set ‘Bingo’.
Overall the day was well spent and very helpful
as it provided some direction in our knowledge
and revision regarding the topics we learnt last
year. The different activities were significant as
they were fun and illustrated how revision can
be completed in many enjoyable ways that will
make revising easier for us as students.
Moreover, having the chance to practice our
exam responses was really beneficial as it
provided us with security over our exam
techniques.
By Soraya Arif 13A
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The conference was run by Tutor2u. Marlena Malec 13W, Jaden Margetson 13W
and Chelsea Javier 13W pictured with their revision booklets.
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Term Dates 2018-2019
N.B: All dates are correct at time of going to press. They are ALL subject to change.

2018/2019 Term Dates
SPRING TERM 2019
First Half: Monday, 7 January – Friday, 15 February
Half-term: Monday, 18 February – Friday, 22
February
Second Half: Monday, 25 February – Friday, 5 April
(Easter weekend 19 – 22 April)
SUMMER TERM 2019
First Half:
Tuesday, 23 April – Friday, 24 May
May Day:
Monday, 6 May
Half-term:
Monday, 27 May – Friday, 31 May
Second Half: Monday, 3 June – Friday, 19 July

Chess Study Solutions:
Study 23-11-18 Answer; Is an example of a motif known as the
windmill taking advantage of many discovered checks to ultimately
generate checkmate... 1.Bd4+ Kxh7(forced) 2.Rf7+ Kg8(forced)
3.Rg7+ {alternative Kf8 4.c6+ Ke8(forced) 5.Qe7# i.e. checkmated
sooner so} Kh8 4.Rxc7+ Kg8(forced) 5.Rg7+ Kh8(else mate as
alternative at move 3) 6.Rxb7+ Kg8(forced) 7.Rg8+ Kh8(else mate as
alternative move 3) 8.Rxa7+ Kg8(forced) 9.Rg8+ {Kh8 10.Qa8#} Kf8
(black is mated next move whether they move left or right) 10.Qa8#
checkmate by force from move 1.
Study 30-11-18 Answer; Is a piece sacrifice that leads to either
checkmate or a profitable exchange and a winning position. It is from
a game played in 1962 between David Bronstein (white) and Viktor
Korchnoi (black)... The winning move was move 39 of the game and
following it Viktor Korchnoi resigned... 39.Rxh6+ and here black has
four possible moves A) 39...Kf7 40.Qc7+ Kg8 41.Qc8+ Kf7 42.Qe6+
Kf8 43.Rh8 mate; B) 39...Kg5 40.Qe5+ Kxg4 41.Rg6+ Kh4 42.Qg5
mate; C) 39...gxh6 40.Qg8+ Kf6 41.Qf8+ winning the black queen
next move; D) 39...Kxh6 40.Qh8+ Kg6 41.Qh5+ Kf6 42.g5+! also
winning the black queen next move.

Key Dates Spring Term 2019
Year 11 Parents Evening—9th January 2019
Sixth Form Parents Evening—6th February 2019
Year 10 Parents Evening—27th March 2019

Wishing all our families a happy, Holy Christmas and New Year.

Bishop Douglass School
Hamilton Road,
London N2 0SQ
Tel: 020 8444 5211
Fax: 020 8444 0416
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