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For unto us a Child is born. Christmas begins with Christ. 

BISHOP DOUGLASS SCHOOL         DECEMBER 2019 

 

 

BISHOP DOUGLASS SCHOOL         DECEMBER 2018 
A scene from Mr Castano Ospina’s fabulous nativity display 2019 
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Ryan’s Ramblings…..from the Chaplain’s Desk…Christmas 2019 
As I write we are in the second week of Advent.  We are called to “prepare a way for the 
Lord”. The expectation of the people of the time was that John the Baptist was the Messiah. 
So they came to him asking in expectation “What can I do? What can we do?”  In essence 
the reply was simple: be the best that you can be, feed the hungry, clothe the naked be kind, 
merciful and just. One day I believe you and I will stand before the God we believe in no 
matter what name we might choose to call “God” we will be asking the same question. What 
can I do? What can I do to be a better person? What can I do to make the world a better 
place?  The response will be the same: be the best you that you can be! It really is not rocket 
science! It is simple.  Be the best bring out the best in others. Be an agent of Hope, an agent 

of peace, joy and love!   
 
Now things are more than a little uncertain. This week we have a General Election. How that will turn out, I have 
absolutely no idea.  Like the people of The Holy Land at the time of the Roman Empire were filled with an 
expectation that the Messiah would come as John the Baptist proclaimed, we too await someone to lead this 
country in a direction that will be good for the whole country! We can but hope and pray that good will triumph 
and that light will scatter the darkness of this bleak wintertime.  
 
We began this term back in September and welcomed back all our students with news that our pupil progress 
reached extraordinary levels.  You know all this but it is nice to be reminded that we are doing something right 
here at BD by being the best we can be.  Year 7 were full of wonder and excitement as their school life took a 
major step forward when we went on retreat to St. Mary’s Church Hall. For ten years I have been taking students 
and staff and in all that time this present group of students were remarkable in how far they have come in so short 
a time. Somehow, they seem to have gelled in such a short time.   Their awareness of each other was quite 
remarkable.  I hope and pray that they continue to progress throughout their stay here at BD.  Being the best that 
we can be is something we take very seriously here at Bishop Douglass. Year 10 excelled themselves again this 
year as they worked extremely hard to put together the Senior Citizens Christmas dinner by raising funds to pay 
for it and with their own help in setting up and serving the meal to the 100 plus guests who had a most enjoyable 
evening. They were of course aided and abetted by our own senior students in the Sixth Form.  The School 
continues to reach out to the local community and at Harvest time in the autumn, we asked for a special Harvest 
Collection so that we could come to the aid of our local East Finchley food bank organised by the community of 
St. Mary’s among others. Again this Advent we have organised Christmas Hampers for those less fortunate and 
we are sharing them with the local food bank and the various Catholic Charities which help the less fortunate 
especially in these difficult and troubled times.  So, when we stand before God we can honestly say we have 
reached out to our brothers and sisters most in need and been less selfish and self-cantered than we might have 
been.  We have chosen the right path! 
 
So as we wind down this term my prayer for us and for you is that we also ask: What can I do?  The answer to 
which is “Be the best that you can be.” Who are you? Be the best you that you can be, it really is that simple.  
That is my wish and my prayer. Soon the School will close and your homes will ring true with their sound of 
laughter and joy, I hope. I also hope that as you spend this Christmas time together you will continue to remind 
each other that we all need to be the best that we can be. 
 
Wishing you the Love, peace and joy of the season of God’s great love for all of us.  
Every blessing to you and yours throughout his Holy Season and through the rest of this school year. 
Fr. Kevin Ryan, S.X.  
Chaplain 
 

 
 

 

A Christmas Message 
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It has been a very good term here at Bishop Douglass School.   We came back from 
the summer break and were delighted that our examination results at KS4 and KS5 
were so strong again.   As national data has been processed, it seems that Bishop 
Douglass will be placed in the top ten schools in the country for progress achieved at 
GCSE.  This remarkable result is testimony to the hard work by teachers, non-
teaching staff and of course the pupils who seem to understand as a body that 
examination success is a marathon rather than a sprint and that a conscientious and 
sustained application to work is the key to success.   Congratulations to all!! 
 
Underpinning our success has been our determination to ensure that behaviour and 
the conditions for learning are always apposite.  This term we have been focussing 
on pupil manners and reinforcing the message that everyone deserves to be treated 
with courtesy and respect.   As the country is polarised politically it is important to 
come together as a community and work with other towards the common good.  
Whilst there are differences, ‘three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of 
these is love’. 
 

This term has been remarkably busy but ending the term with mock examinations for our Year 11 and Sixth 
Form has brought a sense of purpose and calmness to the school.   However, last week we were host to over 100 
senior citizens who enjoyed a lively Christmas party organised by Madam Wilkhu, Madam Pendakis and Year 
10.   The pensioners clearly enjoyed the sherry, mince pies, turkey dinner and other festive treats and I have 
received quite a few Christmas cards and emails that wax lyrical about how much the evening was enjoyed.   
The Bishop Douglass Winter Fair was a festive celebration punctuating the end to a busy time and putting us in 
the mood for the end of term.  Highlights included our own Mr Manley who made a jovial Father Christmas and 
lots of stalls, tombola, raffles and selling cake and other fattening items.   
 
It is always sad to say farewell to staff that are leaving.  Mr Betiglu has been an excellent support but is moving 
to other things.  We wish good luck to Madam Gant who is on maternity leave and we look forward to 
welcoming back Madam Jamila Afzal who returns to us after a term in another school.    
 
A reminder that we finish early on Thursday 19th December.   Full attendance is expected on our last day, which 
is also non-uniform day with the £1 contribution going to the Catholic Children’s society.     Pupils will be 
dismissed from school at 12.30pm at the end of the session. The spring term begins on Monday 6th January when 
all pupils are expected to return in full school uniform.     
 
Can I thank parents for their unstinting support for our standards and uniform rules.   A reminder that shoes must 
be all black.  Likewise, scarves should be black or navy and mobile phones are banned at all times.   Outdoor 
coats should also be navy or black and sensible – the new style goggle coats are not suitable for School.    
 
My best wishes to you all.  On behalf of the governing body and all the staff, may I wish you and your families a 
happy and peaceful Christmas and may God’s blessing be with you throughout 2020.  
 
Yours sincerely 
Martin Tissot 
 

 

Headteacher’s Message 
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From the Editor 

 

The year 11 and sixth form students have had a good start to the academic year and have been engrossed 
particularly with mock exams for the past few weeks. In order to reward them for their efforts, an upper school 
Christmas party was held in school on the evening of Tuesday 17th December. All who attended had much fun! 
 
I have just mentioned a few of my most well remembered moments, but you will read about so much more over 
the coming pages. This really should give you a flavour of all the hard work and dedication that goes into 
building Bishop Douglass School into a Catholic community which is high achieving; successful; spiritual and 
serving to our wider community. May I take this opportunity to say a huge thank-you to all that have contributed 
to the Christmas edition. Wishing everybody a happy, enjoyable and peaceful Christmas holiday! 
 
Madam Wilkhu 
Assistant Headteacher 
Head of Sixth Form.  

Welcome to the Christmas 2019 edition of The Douglass. This has been another 
incredibly busy term for staff and students alike. As the December round of mock 
examinations end, we are hopeful our GCSE and A level students have made good 
progress against their targets. As a school, we have been preparing for the end of 
term holy celebrations such as the Advent Service, which was held on Wednesday 
11th December. It was wonderful to see our readers, choir, orchestra and budding 
actors come together for the reflection.  
 
The Senior Citizen’s Party on Thursday 5th December was another excellent 
example of how our students contribute to the wider community. Year 10 and sixth 
form students busied themselves with organising, planning, fund raising and 
entertaining on the night. A spectacular amount of money was raised by the year 
10 students to pay for the event – over £1000 which is excellent. A massive 
congratulations goes out to Madam Pendakis and the year 10 team for their 
admirable effort.  

Right: the Advent Service. Above: the  
Senior Citizens Party. 
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The Advent Service 

This year's advent service began with a brilliant drama performance by students in year 8. Including dance and 
the spoken word, the performance shared the joy and wonder of Jesus' arrival. Notable performances 
from Charna Scott 7W, Ethan Locke 8F, Matas Mizerevicius, 8F and Malgorzata Wilk 10M led a stellar cast. 
 
This year's advent service featured some fantastic musical performances. The choir, as always, superbly led the 
audience on a number of carols. One member of the audience said 'What a lovely choice of carols and the singing 
was exquisite'. Alongside this, the choir also performed a new arrangement of the well-known carol Away in a 
Manger which added a magical touch to the evening. Providing a musical interlude in the evening Iona 
Ogunnimo 10F and Nela Lorenc 8C performed a beautiful arrangement of Christmas Song accompanied by Mr 
Mercer. 
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RE - Catholic Life of the School  

We began the year with a whole year 7 mass with parents in attendance to welcome our new pupils to the 
school. Year 7 were delighted to attend retreats with their class at St. Mary’s Church in East Finchley where 
they were able to get to know one another and think about how they will grow throughout their time here at 
Bishop Douglass.  
 
We are delighted that Friday morning masses continue to be well attended by pupils and staff. Everyone is 
welcome at 8:25am. This is in addition to our “Two minutes for Jesus” that we host on a Tuesday and a 
Thursday lunchtime led by our sixth-form liturgical prefects where we say the Angelus together. 
Throughout the term pupils have been taking the lead with the religious component of our assemblies leading 
prayers together with readings in accordance with the Liturgical Calendar. We hosted a whole school mass for 
the Holy Day of Obligation our feast of All Saints which was a resounding success.  
 
Our remembrance service to mark the centenary of the ending of WWI was attended by all pupils where we 
listened to history, poetry and observed a two minutes silence. 
 
On the 27th of November we hosted our first ever Red Wednesday where pupils wore red and non-uniform in 
support of persecuted Christians throughout the world. This continued alongside our successful campaign to 
provide a hamper of food per form for the Catholic Children’s society Christmas appeal.  
 
Throughout advent our assemblies focussed upon the birth of Jesus and we were able to light the appropriate 
advent candles alongside our weekly assemblies.  
 
At the end of the year we enjoyed the Christmas service along with drama, music and prayers in some of our 
pupils home languages. The service was well attended and everyone enjoyed it. 
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RE - Catholic Life of the School  

Once again RE has continued to be a popular and successful subject throughout the school. We celebrated 
outstanding results across GCSE and A level.  
 
Our year 7 pupils have begun the year with a study of community which complimented their retreats well. They 
have also studied the Bible and began to think about the Sacraments in preparation for considering Jesus in the 
new term. 
 
In year 8 we began with the authorship and history of the Gospels before moving on to miracles and apparitions. 
Throughout Black History Month we were delighted to study the apparition of Our Lady of Kibeho in Rwanda.  
The year 9 pupils are beginning the GCSE this year studying arguments for and against God. They have also 
began to study prophets and patriarchs in the Old Testament which will prepare them well for when we begin 
the GCSE study of Judaism in the New Year. 
 
Year 10 pupils have completed their studies of Judaism which is a 25% component of the R.E. GCSE. They are 
now studying Christian beliefs such as the Trinity, Incarnation and Paschal Mystery. 
 
Our Year 11 pupils have completed their study of Catholic Christianity and are now studying philosophy and 
ethics. They will be considering issues such as whether or not the existence of evil is a problem for Christians 
today.  
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The Bishop Douglass election 

12th December: ELECTION DAY. 
 

At Bishop Douglass school, we held our own general election! Here are the results.  
 
Forms have used their constituency information, read the manifestos and debated with their candidates and 
within their forms about who would best represent their constituency. Further the leaders’ debate was well 
attended and informative. Badges and rosettes, party chants and slogans can be seen all around school. Ballot 
papers are ready, individualised to constituency and personalised to encourage participation. 
 
To the right shows a picture of year 8 students, deep in thought about 
casting their vote.  
 
Polls opened at 9am on the receipt of ballot papers. Polls remained open 
until 4:30pm to reflect the way that real polling stations work. It was also a 
great educational experience for students that the school contained a polling 
station. Teachers including myself took the opportunity to take classes down 
to see democracy in action – to ask the volunteers questions and see how the 
process of voting works, BEFORE they cast their own votes. What a 
wonderful opportunity for the students, and so fantastic and proud that they 
asked some fantastic questions and really took the opportunity to engage 
with and understand the process. 
 
As with the real election, our party leaders took full advantage of their photo 
opportunity when submitting their ballots, and many volunteers took part in 
encouraging voter turnout. School turnout was 68% which was higher than the national 
average – a particular well done to Year 9 whose turnout was a huge 81%. 
 
The number of students reading the manifestos and policy promises on the battle buses 
and the real campaign advertisements was high all day. Students took great delight in 
posting their ballots into the ballot box, and eagerly asked each other who they had 
voted for – some choosing to exercise their right to their secret ballot. 
 
With the close of the polls, volunteers appeared in their number to counting and 
recounting the votes. This is potentially the least exciting aspect of the election 
campaign, and yet the level of interest generated – especially within the lower sixth – 
was wonderful to see. After votes, had been counted, double and triple checked, all that 
was left was to collate the results.  

The results of the Bishop Douglass Election 
2019 were as follows: 
 

Labour Wins with 63% of 
the vote.  
 
Labour won 21 of the 
contested 33 seats.  
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Kyushu High School  
visits Bishop Douglass School 

On Wednesday 6th November, Bishop Douglass School hosted our fourth visit from Kyushu High School in 
Japan. The morning started with a wonderful welcome and breakfast meeting where 37 Japanese students and 4 
members of staff were treated to a full English breakfast. 20 sixth formers sat with them and exchanged questions 
and answers about both London and Fukuoka. Although our visitors spoke an intermediate level of English, 
communication was made much easier via google translate! As always our visitors were very impressed by the 
hospitality of our students and enjoyed attending sixth form lessons for the morning.  
 

Top left, the year 12 Politics class hosting our visitors.  
 
The other pictures show our sixth formers entertaining  
over Breakfast. (Emmanuella Amankwa, Sarah Correa 
and Clivert Chapula).  
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Sixth Form Open Evening 

The Bishop Douglass Sixth Form Open Evening took place on Wednesday 13th November. The evening was a 
great success, year 11 students and some parents attended together with some external students. The evening 
began with talks by the Headteacher Mr Tissot; Head of Sixth Form Madam Wilkhu and Head Girl Natalie 
Rutagamirwa 13S. 
  
Parents and students then had an opportunity to visit subject stalls where they could ask teachers about sixth form 
courses offered at the school. Stalls were varied and interesting, showcasing exemplar student work, resources 
and course descriptions. Current sixth formers were also on hand to answer questions about sixth form life at 
Bishop Douglass School. There was a real buzz around the hall and we look forward to welcoming year 11s into 
the sixth form next year! 

Above left: Homayoon Tavan, Clifford Appiah and Mr Reed discussing Music. Above right: Clivert Chapula and Vanessa Fusso 
describing Politics A level. Below left to right: Daman Sawhney introducing Biology; Mr Golle at the Art stand and Mme McCrone 
talking about Drama A level.  
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Barnet Safe Drive Stay Alive 

 

On Friday 15th November, the year 12 students together with Madam Wilkhu and Madam Chisholm attended a 
Safe Driving event at North Finchley Arts Depot. The campaign, which is run in partnership with Barnet 
Council; London Ambulance Service; the NHS Trust; the London Fire Brigade; the Metropolitan Police and 
Transport for London is aimed at young people aged 16-18. The purpose is to promote an awareness of safer 
driving at a time when many young people are applying for provisional licenses and beginning to take driving 
lessons.  The performance was based upon real life experiences and was a real eye opener for our sixth formers. 
 
This is what a few of them had to say about the event: 
 
“The road safety seminar taught me about the different types of road accidents that can occur. It was alarming 
how young people can be affected because they have just acquired their vehicles and are more likely to get into 
accidents.”            Ross Ezechuku. 
 
“The safety seminar taught me that when driving as young people we have to be aware of our surroundings and 
avoid distractions”.           Mariam Njie 
 
“The seminar taught me to avoid distractions when driving especially at night time. It also opened my eyes to 
the fact that driving is dangerous if not taken seriously”      Cristina Agostinho 
 
“The road safety seminar made me aware of the troubles and dangers of driving if we don’t consider safety or 
awareness of our surroundings. We should be cautious when it comes to the road and not be reckless”.  
            Michael Imomoh 
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Sixth Form and the Community 

 

The top team have been busy co-ordinating their community work this term. Here is a flavour of what they have 
been doing:  
 
Senior Citizens Party: 
On the 5th December 2019, Bishop Douglass’ annual senior citizens party took place. We hosted 100 senior citi-
zens from around our borough who joined us for this festive Christmas celebratory season. We had volunteers 
from year 10, as well as years 12 and 13. As sixth form volunteers, we enjoyed sitting with the senior citizens 
and talking to them.  We joined the year 10s in serving food and drinks, as well as enjoying some turkey and 
Christmas pudding ourselves too. We sung some carols, played bingo and ended the evening in joy and laugh-
ter. It truly was a Christmas treat! 
 

Tea Dance: 
Every first Wednesday of the month this term, we have welcomed senior citizens from the local community to 
our school for the Tea Dance. We provide them with tea, coffee, sandwiches and some desserts, as well as have 
conversations with them to get everyone energised and ready to dance the afternoon away! As a sixth form vol-

unteer, I have highly enjoyed partaking in the tea dance as it has allowed me to give back to the community. We 
have built upon our communication skills and enriched ourselves with skills that will benefit us for now, and for 
life! (Flyer below).                By Natalie Rutagamirwa, Rashida Ngwu and Max Walczak. 
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Sixth Form News 

Autumn Term Update                    UNIVERSITY APPLICATIONS 2019 -20    
 
This has been a busy term with year 13 students applying for university and offers from the universities have 
been arriving often within a day or two of them receiving their applications from UCAS. 
 
We are pleased to write that Benyamin Dehghani has applied for Medicine. Likewise we are delighted that 
Daman Sawheny has applied to study Economics and has received offers from, amongst others, Kings 
College London, Nottingham and Newcastle so far. Jennifer Neves Mattos has received offers from Liverpool 
and York Universities to study Biomedical Science. Sarah Kneer has received offers from Liverpool, Exeter and 
Cardiff so far to study Engineering. From the Humanities faculty, Filip Kocik has conditional offers to study 
History at Kings College,London and Queen Mary’s. In fact, this year Leicester has already given an 
unconditional offer to Filip to study History with them. Tinisha Christie has also received offers from 
Southampton and Nottingham to study Psychology. Sarah Correa Borhorquez has accepted her offer from 
Queen Mary’s London to study Psychology. 
 
We wish them and all of our applicants every success. 
 
Our students applied to and are  receiving offers from some of the UK’s other most prestigious universities 
including the Universities of Cardiff, Kings College London, Liverpool, Newcastle, Nottingham, Queen Mary’s 
University of London - a popular choice this year- and  Southampton. Our students are becoming increasingly 
more adventurous, seeking places beyond the South East of England.  
 
Students are applying for courses as diverse as Law, Aerospace Engineering, Architecture, English, History, 
Economics, and Accounting & Finance. A few students are applying for 21st Century courses such as Comic 
and Concept Art (Jon Homer Israel) and Computer Games Art (Fa’ad Ndalolo). 
 
Thanks go to all the staff who have tirelessly read and advised on students’ personal statements and who have 
written excellent supportive academic references, crucial to students receiving offers of places at their university 
of choice for September 2020. 
 
We wish all of our University hopefuls the best of luck and success from continued hard work. 
 

Madam S. Chisholm UCAS coordinator 
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Sixth Form News 

Our hiking trip through the Mark Evison 
challenge to Scotland 

 
The highlights from the 1st – 6th of August. 

Our Journey 

On the first day of our trip, we went together to  

Victoria Coach Station to get our coach towards 
Birmingham to change coaches to go to Edinburgh, 
however, due to a lack of communication, not all of us 

were able to arrive on time. Hence, we had to get a train 
towards Birmingham. We got there around 7pm, and 
our next coach would only leave after 10pm, and as we 

were very close to the coach station, we took a walk 
around Birmingham. 

We arrived very early 
in Edinburgh the next 
day and we'd had a 

restful night on the 
coach, however, it was 
uncomfortable sleeping 

upright. So, as soon as 
we left the coach station, 
we were more than 

excited to take a look 
around the city of 
Edinburgh. During the 

morning, we visited 
some places, for 
example, Edinburgh Castle, the National Museum of 

Scotland and the Scottish National Gallery. However 
even though there were plenty of concerts and events 
happening where we were, we had to move on and start 

to get on the John Muir trail, so near midday, we started 
our hike towards Glasgow. After long hours of hard 
hiking, due to the high height of our hiking bags, we 

reached a beach where we spent our first night. During 
our first night, we had to do wild camping on a beach, 
we really had a good and enjoyable day, even with the 

hard night. We found loads of difficulties and some of 
us were injured, however, we stayed strong and we 
were happy to spend this experience together there's 

nothing we would change about it. 

On the third day, after 
we had a nice walk in 

the morning on the 
beach, we had to start 
our hard long hiking 

again. We had a four 
hour walk and we had 
to be at our campsite 

by 5pm, therefore, we 
planned to leave by 
10am so we could 

have no worries  
about getting there on 
time. Not only did we 

arrive there on time, 
but we had plenty of 

time to get around the neighborhood. One of the special 
places we saw was Linlithgow Palace. We had a really 

good time visiting Linlithgow. At night, we had a 
restful sleep, which was needed as we had a 6 hour hike 
the next day. 

The fourth day of our hiking trip was probably our 

hardest day, because not only had we to walk the 
furthest and the longest, but we already started our 
morning with rain. Thanks to the waterproof tent, none 

of our things got wet, but we had to wait to start 
walking. At around 1pm, it was raining and thundering 
a lot, so we had to stop and wait for the weather to 

improve. Our 
biggest concern 
was that we had to 
have a long hike 

that evening to get 
to our campsite, but 
the campsite said 

that we had to get 
there before 5pm. 

 

 

 



18 

15 

 

Sixth Form News 

 

For our last day, even with a little rest, we 
managed to hike for 5 hours and we finally arrived in 

Glasgow. During the fifth day, we were really tired 
and mostly hungry because we couldn't cook in our 
last campsite and we didn't have a lot of dry food; we 

couldn't also eat at another place because of the 
constant rain. However, as we approached Glasgow, 
we found a restaurant where we stopped and rested as 

our coach back was going to leave after 10pm. 

Accomplishments and Challenges 
These are some of the accomplishments we 

had during this trip: Even though we lost a coach, 
which meant we also lost money, we figured a 
solution together and we managed it as a team. We 
arrived at our campsites and camped (even wild 
camping) after all the long hiking we did during the 
day. We managed 
to visit a little bit 
of Scotland 
together. We got to 
our targeted place 
that we wanted to 
arrive, Glasgow, 
and we made it in 
time to catch our 
coach and get back 
to London. 

Some of the 

main challenges 
that we 
encountered during 

our experience: 
Going wild 
camping one of the 

nights; having to 
hike miles with our 
heavy equipment 

or almost not being 
able to arrive on 
time to either the 
campsite or the coach station on our way back. Having 

no services at one of our campsites and not being 
allowed to make a fire, therefore, we didn't have any  
hot food; dangerous insects and plants on our journey 

and during the nights. 

 

 

This challenge was undertaken by Jennifer 

Mattos, Michelle Praise, Natasha Kalebwe and 
Sarah Kneer. 
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The Winter Fair 

Bishop Douglass Winter Fair 2019 
 

Our first ever Winter Fair took place on the 29th of November 2019. Many students and their families had an 
amazing time and enjoyed Santa’s Grotto, Christmas cards, face painting, a raffle, tombola and a candy cane secret 
message stall, to name a few.  
 
There was a good selection of food, hot drinks and Christmas cakes from around the world to fill the hungry 
tummies of our students and their families. 
 
One of our local sponsors Papa John’s did an amazing job with supporting our event by selling pizza during our 

Fair and donating most of the takings to the PTA Minibus fund! Below are some great photos of the event. 

Some of our students enjoying themselves at the fair: 
Ayla Dillaby; Dina Futsum;  Lerisa Dureata; Sofia 
Van Der Sandt and Nila Nouri. 
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The Winter Fair 

Bishop Douglass Winter Fair 2019 
We held a competition at school to see who could design the most fitting poster for the fair. The winning posters are 

pictured below. 

 

Winter Fair poster competition winner:  
Kiara Theys 10M. Well done! 
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The Senior Citizens Party 

The Senior Citizens Christmas Party was a very unique experience that allowed the Year 10s to give back to their 
local community. We raised hundreds of pounds through selling raffle tickets, organising tuck shops, cinema 
evenings and music concerts. All the money we raised was used to organise the party, which turned out to be a 
great success. During the evening, we welcomed all the guests and had the opportunity to talk to many incredible 
people before serving the Christmas dinner. The evening ended with two rounds of bingo, hosted by Bishop 
Douglass’ very own Mr Reed. As the guests were leaving, they were all very grateful for the evening and all the 
year 10 and sixth form helpers were glad they were able to take part in this joyous occasion.  
By Malgorzata Wilk 10M.. 

Waiting patiently at the door, the students stood in nervousness and excitement. The guests had arrived and one 
by one, the seats were filling up. Everyone settled down and the party was to begin. The senior citizens party was 
honestly really fun. Many of us year 10 students sat down at their tables and sparked up a conversation. They 
were all very interesting and had many stories to tell. I thought it was a fantastic experience. The senior citizens 
were all enjoying themselves and you could truly see how much this one night meant to them. From the meals to 
the conversations and the games of bingo, both the senior citizens and the students enjoyed themselves. After all 
of our hard work to raise money for this party, it was really worth it. I would recommend the students next year to 
also participate since it was just so magnificent. 

By Ilea Dehghan 10W. 
 

 

Here are some photos of our guests enjoying themselves.  
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Visit to Mercedes 

We were lucky enough to visit Mercedes AMG HPP in Brixworth, Northamptonshire, where the engines for 
Formula One cars are designed and manufactured. We were given a tour around the design, manufacturing and 
testing facilities by the fantastic Mr Gant.  
 
We learnt a lot, not just about engine design, but also about energy efficient batteries and Mercedes AMG Project 
One, their road car that has a Formula One engine. It was a fun trip, packed with both learning and cutting edge 
technology. It was inspirational and great to see things that we learn about in school put into practise. 
 

By Ebrahim Adat and Alessandro D'Onghia.   

Pictured above, the year 12 students accompanied by Madam Gant and Madam Pendakis. Noel Omose; Ebrahim Adat; Alessandro 
D’Onghia; Delane Brandy; Brandon Rutagamirwa; Domenico De Ninno; Aymen  Jaber; Clivert Chapulla; Roulian Zelo and Armin 
Rahmatpour.  
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David Lammy visits Bishop Douglass 

As part of our celebrations for Black History Month, we welcomed David Lammy, the MP for Tottenham to 
school on the 10th October. Mr Lammy spoke to our year 8 and sixth form students about his upbringing and his 
career as a barrister, politician and government minister. He spoke passionately about the importance of education 
in his life as well as the challenges facing young people in London today. Students were invited to ask questions 
and it was a testament to the relevance and message of the talk that so many students asked Mr Lammy a range of 
very interesting questions. It was enjoyable to see him answer directly (and frankly!) about subjects from his own 
inspirations to his views on Brexit and politics.  
 
Afterwards, Mr Lammy very kindly held a workshop with our sixth form history, politics and media students who 
were all given the opportunity to ask him any question they wished. We gained a valuable insight into the day-to-
day life of a politician as well as the issues Mr Lammy believes require the most urgent attention in Britain today. 
It was wonderful to see students not only pose their own questions but also to challenge Mr Lammy on the role of 
politics in society today.  
 
We are immensely grateful to Mr Lammy for his time to come and speak to our students and we hope they will 
have found his talk fascinating and a motivation.  
 
During Black History Month we also ran a quiz and poster competition. Mr Reed ran a gospel choir event and 
Madam Lewinton ran a Caribbean dance class and organised for a Black History Month person of the day to be 
displayed every day in October. We were delighted to see students take part in this very important event and 
would welcome feedback from them and families on how we can develop this area further in the future.  

Mr Lammy meets the top team top left: Rashida Ngwu; Natalie Rutagamirwa; Max Walcazk and Kuba Demko. Top right Mr Lammy 
holds the attention of a hall full of Bishop Douglass students.  
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Online safety 

Lots of useful articles are available online for parents 
regarding online safety: 
 
Make informed choices: 
 
In order to protect children online, it is vital that we fully 
understand the capabilities and make informed decisions about 
new games, apps and devices, before providing them to 
children. 
 
• Do your research before purchasing a new device or game for 
your child; find out what other parents think, search for 
parental advice online and ask the shop about pre-installed 
apps or tools. 
 
• Always check the PEGI age rating and descriptors on games 
before buying them for your child and carefully consider 
whether the content is appropriate for them. 
 
• Take time to find out whether the device or game has an 
online component or allows your child to access to the internet, 
which allows them to connect with others online. 
 
• Familiarise yourself with the privacy, safety and security 
tools on new devices; ensure you are in a position to teach 
your child how to make their accounts private and how to 
block and report other people online. 
 
Use the parent guides and shopper’s checklists from UK Safer 
Internet Centre to help you ask the right questions and make 
informed choices when buying new technology:  
www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers/
parents-guide-technology  
 
Setting boundaries:  
 
Much like the ‘real world’, parents need to set boundaries for 
children online; this provides them with a clear understanding 
of the limits, expectations and consequences of their 
behaviour. 
 
• Discuss and agree as a family, how the internet and 
technology will be used in your home; consider nominating 
‘tech-free’ areas or times, such as: your child’s bedroom or 
dinner time. 

 
• Discuss online boundaries too; let 
children use the lessons they learn in 
school to tell you what they think is/
isn’t acceptable for them to do online 
and adapt these messages into your 
own family rules. 

 
Take a look at the conversation starter ideas and family 
agreement template available from Childnet International: 
www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers/have-a-conversation  

Filters and Parental Controls: 
 
Children can accidently or deliberately be exposed to illegal, 
unwanted or unpleasant content online, but there are some simple 
steps you can take at home to help minimise this risk. 
 
• Make sure you install anti-virus software, filters and parental 
controls on your child’s device before giving it to them. 
 
• Ensure that you are role-modelling good behaviour by using 
strong passwords yourself; make them difficult to guess and do 
not share them with your children. 
 
• Remember that blocks and filters are not 100% effective and you 
can’t rely on them alone to protect your children, so remind them 
to tell you if they see something upsetting online. 
 
Take a look at the interactive guide to parental controls available 
from Internet Matters: 
www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/interactive-guide/  

 
Talk to your children: 
 
Take an active interest in your child’s online life and engage in the 
digital world with them. 
 
• Let your children teach you about their online world and how 
they use technology; playing new games and exploring websites 
together can often open opportunities to discuss safe behaviour 
online. 
 
• Make sure your children know that you are safe and 
approachable; remind them that they can tell you if something 
happens online that makes them feel scared, worried or 
uncomfortable, without being told off or punished. 
 
You can find more advice about talking to you child about online 
safety from CEOP: 
www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/having-a-conversation-
with-your-child/  
 
Other useful websites for parents/carers: 
• www.net-aware.org.uk-  NSPCC guide to the most popular apps 
and websites available online. 
• www.thinkuknow.co.uk - CEOP website for advice and 
reporting abuse online. 
• www.iwf.org.uk - Report illegal content online (including 
indecent images of children). 
• www.parentport.org.uk - Report inappropriate content online. 

 www.getsafeonline.org - Free up-to-date security and 
technical advice. 

 
If you are concerned about your child's online safety contact the 
Designated Safeguarding Lead at school: Mrs Henderson.  

http://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers/parents-guide-technology
http://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers/parents-guide-technology
http://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers/have-a-conversation
http://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/interactive-guide/
http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/having-a-conversation-with-your-child/
http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/having-a-conversation-with-your-child/
http://www.net-aware.org.uk-
http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk
http://www.iwf.org.uk
http://www.parentport.org.uk
http://www.getsafeonline.org
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Chess 

Bishop Douglass Chess Club 
This term we have been continuing to offer chess coaching and practice on Fridays after school for both 
beginners and those who know how to play the game but wish to improve further.  
We have also had 2 trips out with past and present members of the chess club who wished to gain the 
experience of playing in team chess competitions.  
 
For our first trip we took 7 players to a Team Chess Challenge North London Qualifier at Mill Hill County 

High School. The event was for teams of 4 so we rotated our squad over the 4 rounds so that everyone got at 

least 2 games. There were 9 teams who entered and turned up and we came 5th through “Swiss Pairings”. 

For our second trip we took 6 players from a squad of 9 to a National Secondary School Chess Championship 

Afternoon Qualifier event hosted by Hereward House School. There were 3 teams of 6 in an “all play all” 

event. The other 2 teams had more experienced players who had entered similar events this year and previous 

years. Our players gave them competitive games over 3 rounds and in some of these games we got chances to 

win. More importantly they enjoyed the experience and are looking forward to further opportunities to 

represent the School at chess.  
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Art  

Here are some impressive pieces of work from Art students this term. Students made their own Christmas cards. 
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Art  

Nathaniel De Guzman 
8C 
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Business Studies  

Over the last few weeks Year 9 and Year 10 have been developing application of their knowledge of business 
in the real world. Understanding how important real life success and failure stories are for their success in the 
curriculum, they have been contextualizing business theory to the misfortunes of celebrity chef Jamie Oliver.  
As we know, Jamie Oliver has had a hugely successful career with the growth of Jamie’s Italian and was 
known across the UK for his influence in the implementing of healthier school meals. Jamie Oliver is 
considered one of the most successfully celebrity chefs in the world with a net worth of £300 million. 
 
The pupils have researched and explored how Jamie grew his business and the benefits he gained from this 
known as economies of scale. They have also been exploring how growth and over expansion of a business can 
hinder success and this is known as diseconomies of scale and as we know from the recent publicity in the 
national press that Jamie has unfortunately been struggling with this diseconomies of scale in all of his 
restaurants.  
 
Students have been arguing for and against business growth and analysing data from Jamie’s restaurants to 
understand where it all “went wrong”; they have been suggesting proposals for when he should have stopped 
the growth of his businesses and offering solutions for him in a variety of ways. In addition, students applied 

their financial numeracy skills to analyse profit/loss figures over the ten years Jamie’s restaurants were 
operating in the UK. The channel 4 show presented by Davina McCall titled ‘Jamie Oliver: The Naked Chef 
Bares All’ explores this issue further.  
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 Drama 

Splendid Theatre Company visit - Doctor Faustus  
Splendid Theatre Company visited Bishop Douglass this term to present the play Dr 
Faustus to the year 9, 10 and 11’s. The compelling company of three delve deep into 
the story of the seven deadly sins and had the audience giggling, gasping and 
gawking at the hilarious portrayal of each character, in true Brechtian style. The 
company transformed the school hall, to a hilariously haunting place where Dr 
Faustus was confronted by unusual and intriguing characters. Later on, year 10 
students participated in a workshop lead by the company; exploring choral 
movement and speaking, whilst helping them build on their devising pieces for their 
GCSE component 1 performance.  

NOT US - National Theatre Project 

'What is the experience of young people from diverse backgrounds regarding racism and the far right?' 'How 
do people react differently to this on social media and off social media?' These are two questions that 11 of our 
Y11 Drama students are exploring with 2 playwrights and a composer from the National Theatre this term.  

The students are creating a musical presentation of these ideas to share with other schools at Streatham Space 
Project on Monday 16th December. The NT Creatives will incorporate this into their development of their 
play, and our students are benefiting from being part of this process which contributes to their skills for Drama 
GCSE and also to their access to careers. Well done to the students for their creative development! 
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 English 

Social Media – love it or hate it, it’s here to stay. 
 
In a combined PSHE / English project, all year groups look at some of the possible adverse 
effects of Social Media, focusing on a BBC documentary as the main source and stimulus for 
their writing. Here is one student’s response… 
 
We live in a society where the weak and the vulnerable are neglected and punished whilst the 
strong are blessed and praised and rewarded. It is undoubtedly clear that the primary source 
of this segregation and discrimination is Social Media. Social media isn’t necessarily the 
cause as it was initially created with good intentions (although the distasteful and ruthless 
internet “trolls” it attracts, might be singled out as the cause of our decaying society. 
 
These internet trolls have transformed social media into an abomination that is causing the 
fragile individuals to wither away. Whilst some suppress their anger, others are incapable of 
simply absorbing the toxicity bestowed upon them, leading to sometimes drastic actions. 
Studies show that as the popularity of social media increases, rates of depression 
simultaneously increase.  Since the popular “Snapchat” APP was introduced, teen depression and anxiety rates 
have risen by a whopping 25%. This is really rather unsettling as Snapchat is aimed at a younger demographic 
who perhaps are ill-equipped for coping with its adverse effects. 
 
A dystopia: that’s the future if we don’t get this under control! The old adage “sticks and stones may break my 
bones but words will never hurt me” comes to mind. Of course, this childish phrase was trying to promote 
resilience and positivity. However, social media has rendered the phrase immaterial. 
 
In conclusion, if you don’t concur with the message I’m attempting to relay, you are one of the blessed 
individuals who are unaffected by this social media plague.  That, or you are just trying to ignore the elephant in 
the room.                                                                                                                               By Henry Mataa – 10A 

 
 

A Streetcar Named Desire at The National Theatre archive…  
 

Our Year 12 English Literature students have been studying that seminal American play “A Streetcar Named 
Desire” for the past term. And on Monday 18th November we headed for the National Theatre Archive in 
Waterloo where we were able to watch a 2014 pivotal performance of the play starring Gillian Anderson in the 
role of Blanche Do Bois. 
 
It was a long and intense performance – 3 hours in total! 
The purpose of the visit was really to interrogate the 
production and evaluate how well Williams’ work had 
been interpreted. Students were all agreed on one thing: 
that Gillian Anderson was mesmerising in the role of 
Williams’ broken tragic heroine. One student, Alexandros 
Esthathios commented that “this production was all about 
Blanche and not about Stanley Kowalski (the play’s 
brutish antagonist). It definitely had a 21st Feminist edge”. 
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 Humanities 

The History Department are always looking for interesting and innovative ways to deliver their lessons, and last 
week was the turn of Year 7. They were introduced to Governor Gaius Suetonius Paulinus who explained to the 

classes why he was in favour of the Roman invasion of Britain, and what the Romans could bring to Britannia! 
All 5 classes were able to enjoy this experience across the week, and gain an immersive experience into the 
character as well as understanding the motives behind the Roman expansion. This resulted in some high quality 

discussion, excellent engagement and well-presented and thorough written work. Next lesson, year 7 will 
continue to learn about what happened following the British invasion, and the subsequent Celtic Rebellion. Who 
knows who they may meet further along their journey? 
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 Humanities 

 

A Trip to Auschwitz  
 

On Thursday 31st October, as part of the Lessons from 
Auschwitz project, we travelled to Poland. Undeniably, it 
was eye-opening for us as we learnt more about the 
Holocaust and how it continues to have a massive impact 
today. Albeit it was an emotional experience, it was a 
vital one as we acknowledged the significance in 
spreading the message to ensure that history; specifically 
a mass genocide does not repeat itself.  
 

Initially, there was a seminar we attended which informed us more about what the trip would consist of and 
significantly, we met one of the last few Holocaust survivors who bravely told us about her surprisingly different 
experience to what would be expected as the majority of her family survived during the Third Reich by 
emigrating to different countries. Once we arrived in Poland, we visited the town of Oswiecim. Pre-war it had a 
predominantly Jewish community and it showed us how Jews prospered and thrived amongst common 
professions. Afterwards, our tour guide showed us round Auschwitz and Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp 
whereby we were educated about aspects including the mass deportation of Jews from all over Europe and the 
torture they faced from forced labour, in the gas chambers. There was also a room with tonnes of hair, another 
with Jewish possessions and valuable assets that were taken from them by the Nazis, thus displaying the 
magnitude of how much the Jews were dehumanised. Although Jews are often regarded as ‘victims’, at the end of 
the tour, we were presented with a display of several photographs of Jewish families before the Holocaust - 
demonstrating how they were normal and innocent civilians like us. Through these memories, the Jews were 
revitalised.  
 

Ultimately, we thank the History department, especially Madam Pantelli for organising the trip very efficiently 
for us. 

 

By Tinisha Christie and Vhea Sobrevinas. 
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 Humanities 

 

Last week students across Year 8 have been playing games in their history lessons. The great thing about these 
games is that they have been designed and made by the students themselves to explain the topic they have been 

learning about, ‘The scramble for Africa’. This was a period in the late 19th century when European countries 
raced each other for control of land throughout the African continent, often with the aim of exploiting the new 
territory’s resources. These pictures show 8 Campion enjoying the varied and wonderful games prepared by 

students with prizes following shortly. 
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 ICT 

Some examples of student work this term in ICT. 

The year 12 have been developing graphic products to meet business requirements. 
They have been creating competitive smartphone designs. There have been some 

very impressive efforts. Right: designed by Naila Khadery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The year 13 students have been developing websites to meet client requirement. The websites produced are 
functional and of high quality. All students have grown in confidence. The design pictured above is by Danillo 
Alves Martins. 

The year 9 class have been creating teacup and box designs in preparation for Christmas. The students have 
very quickly learnt the new software.  

By: Faraz Mousavi  

By: Sami Soyler 
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 Languages 

PARIS TRIP 
On Wednesday 6th November, 22 students from year 11 and year 10 went on a trip to Paris for three days. They 
stayed at the Chateau Romaine (PGL centre) and had an amazing and enriching experience. They were 
accompanied by 3 members of staff: Mr Harris, Madam Ellery and myself, Madam Torpos.  
 
Students had the opportunity to go on a boat trip along the River Seine, a visit to Versailles where Mr Harris 
explained some parts of the history of the Treaty of Versailles. Students also visited a chocolate museum. They 
were lucky enough to witness a stunning sunset from the Tour Montparnasse and attended some language 
classes at the Accord language centre. The highlight of their trip was the visit to Le Stade de France: a guided 
tour from the VIP entrance of the football players, to the presidential box and the famous changing room. 
 

Madam V. Torpos  
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 Languages 
On November 6th, I had the 
opportunity to visit the city of 
Paris and explore their culture. 
My favourite part of the trip was 
going to the chocolate museum 
and having the chance to see how 
French chocolate is made. 
 

By Andrea Afena 11C 

The Paris trip was very enjoyable; 
it offered us a momentous break 
from our revision to practise our 
French even more. We were 
exposed to a famed culture that 
most of us had only heard about 
but were now seeing for the first 
time. On our first day, we saw the 
Chateau de Versailles, which was 
simply breath taking both outside 
and inside. We also saw a 
chocolatier, Notre Dame, the 
Eiffel Tower, the stadium de 
France (which we all wrongly 
thought was the PSG stadium!) 
and the Tower of Montparnasse, 
the Paris “Shard”. Simply the 
experience with friends old and 
new was unforgettable.  
 
By Sebastian Burrows-Davila 

11C 

During the Paris trip what I 
especially enjoyed was 
witnessing the Stade de France 
with my own two eyes. But 
unfortunately we couldn’t see 
any football players. But it was 
really special to see the stadium.  
 

By Kehinde Ajao 11C 

I thought that the trip was a 
wonderful experience. We were 
able to experience the French 
culture, which we have been 
learning about for four years. It 
was also a good and enjoyable 
chance to spend time with our 
classmates. 
 

By Riyaz Hussain 11C 

It was an unbelievable and extraordinary experience. We saw 
the glorious sunset on top the Montparnasse, visited the Stade 
de France and I personally enjoyed a scrumptious vegetarian 
burger towards the end of the trip. We had enjoyable bus rides 
back and forth from places we were visiting. They were one of 
the best highlights, including the visit to Le Chateau de 
Versailles. Overall the trip was an incredible experience and I 
would like to sincerely thank Madam Torpos, Madam Ellery 
and Mr Harris for this enjoyable trip. 
 

By Rishahb Tiwari 11C 
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 Maths 
UKMT - MATHS CHALLENGE 

The maths department participates and enters students in prestigious 
Mathematics competitions organised by the UKMT (UK Mathematics 
Trust).   The UKMT is a charity that organises national mathematics 
competitions and other mathematical enrichment activities for 11-18 
year old pupils in the UK. So far this year, sixth formers have sat the 
Senior Challenge and we are pleased to announce that Kudakwashe 
Benza (Y13) has been awarded the ‘Bronze’ certificate – well done! 
 
Pupils across the school will have the opportunity to sit the respective 
challenge for their age group so watch this space! Until then, here’s 
the weekly Maths challenge to keep you engaged. 
 
The White Rabbit has an appointment to see the Red Queen at 4pm every day apart from weekends. On 
Monday, he arrives 16 minutes late. Each day after he hurries more and more and so manages to halve the 
amount of time that he arrives late each day. On what day of the week does he arrive just 15 seconds late? 
 
See your form tutor for the solution and Epraise! 

 

What have we been learning about in maths? 

This week in maths, we have been learning about linear graphs; To begin with, linear graphs are used to 
represent data in the real-world by using a straight line. An essential formula to keep in mind when making this 
type of graph is y = mx + c, which can be divided into 4 separate parts: y being the y-axis, x being the x-axis, m 
being the gradient and c being the y-intercept. The gradient represents the steepness of a line. Using this 
equation, we could then find the gradient (m) by finding the quotient of the change in Y and the change in X in 
their respective order. 
For reference, here is an example of a real-world linear graph: 

If we calculate the gradient (-20 / -1), we can 
conclude that, according to this graph, the height 
decreases by 20 feet every 1 minute. So in this 
context, the gradient is the amount the y-axis 
changes whenever the x-axis changes (-20) and the 
y-intercept is the point where the graph starts 
(0,360). From this, we can tell that that the hike 
started at 360 feet above the Canyon Floor. 
 
In conclusion, linear graphs are important: They 
represent data well in the real world and make it 
easier for others to see what the data should look 
like. 
 

By Angelo Distor, 9C 
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 Music 
 

It has been a very busy term in music as we focus on helping students find their voice! 
 
In October Bishop Douglass Music Department was delighted to welcome international classical singer Mr 
Oliver Mercer to lead an opera workshop. Hailed by the New York Times as “excellent” and “particularly 
impressive,” Oliver Mercer is quickly gaining recognition as an exciting young voice in classical 
music. Pictured below the students who participated in the workshop. 
 
Mr Mercer, visiting from the US, treated students from years 9-11 to a live performance of works by 
Monteverdi and Handel. The second half of the workshop saw Chinika (11C), Toni Rose (10A) and Teya 
(10F) all perform.  

Bishop Douglass Music department also welcomed 
guests from the world famous Kingdom Choir. 
Marsha and Vaughan took time out of their busy 
schedules to run a 3-hr gospel choir workshop with 
students from across the school. Over 50 students took 
part in the workshop, which culminated in a 
performance to year 7 at the end of the day. 
 
"I'd never sung Gospel but I thought I'd just get out of 
my comfort zone and give it a go!"  
 
(Oskar - 7C) 
 
Most recently, the year 13 BTEC performance students 
gave a lunchtime concert in the drama studio. The 
group played a selection of three songs: Billie Jean, 
Careless Whisper, and Bring it Back. The students 
have been rehearsing over the last several weeks as  

part of their BTEC performance module. The ensemble 
was well-rehearsed and it earned them thunderous 
applause! Well-deserved and well done BD Vibes! 
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PE 

Message from Mr O’Brien 

The benefits of engaging in physical activity are vast, it raises energy levels, helps relieve stress, makes you feel good and has 

numerous health benefits. As part of our continual drive for leading healthy lifestyles, we are encouraging all pupils to make a 

New Year’s resolution that will have a tremendous impact on their lives. Each student will join at least one extra-curricular 

club and undertake an extra hour of physical activity each week outside of curriculum time. Please see attached our extra-

curricular clubs provision for January – February.  

Have a merry Christmas and a happy New Year . 

S O’Brien 

Head of PE 

Football  
 
 Bishop Douglass 1-0 East 

Barnet School 
By Chibueze Ogbuehi 9C 

At our final match before the winter break, BD beat 

East Barnet School 1-0 thanks to our captain Fabian 
Lockbridge-Scott in the second half.  The team were 
on an unbeaten streak, after losing the opening fixture 

way back in September. However, we had been very 
unlucky to only draw our last 3 games against 
Finchley Catholic school, The Wren and JCOSS. The 

team were determined to make sure we got all 3 
points from this difficult fixture.  

BD were dominant in the first half from the first 
minute, were able to keep possession, and had a few 

half chances from Julian, Fabian and Ricardo. 
However, the first half became heavily disrupted due 
to an injury to an East Barnet player’s arm, but we 
were able to stay concentrated and have many 

attempts at goal. However, we nearly conceded to a 
wonder strike from their striker, which hit the bar. 

In the second half, BD continued how we ended the 
first half and kept possession limiting East Barnet 

from having any attacking opportunities. Midway, 
through the second half we got the goal we deserved 
after Dorian’s corner was handled by the opposition, 

as it was travelling towards the back of the net. Fabian 
stepped up and slotted the penalty down the middle.  

From then on, we controlled the game and we were 
able to show our skills through brilliant dribbles from 
Maximo and Julian. As the whistle blew, we 
celebrated our win with Mr O’Brien and Mr 
Hajidsavva alongside Mr O’Neil.  
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 PE 
Bishop Douglass Youth Club 

 
The Bishop Douglass Youth Club students were treated to a magnificent display of fireworks during November’s 

BDYC. 

After they enjoyed an afternoon of active fun, the students had time to relax with some freshly cooked snacks as 

the staff setup the evening’s entertainment. 

Well over 80 pupils attended the event with a further few dozen looking out of classroom windows…along with a 
few teachers. BDYC will continue throughout 2020 as we look to offer an increasing range of leisure activities as 
well as our more active sports. All details can be found on the weekly parent newsletter. 
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 Science 

Wojciech Laska left Bishop Douglass sixth form a few years ago and has since graduated from University. Here 

he writes an article giving some advice for our current students.  

 

 

Perseverance – Persistence in doing something despite difficulty or delay in achieving success. 

 

Sixth form times I definitely recall as fun and happy, but also very stressful. Having to deal with A-levels on their 

own can be challenging, but that is obviously not everything. At the same time, students have to participate in 

events and gain experience for their UCAS application – which later turns into stressful period when universities 

send their offers out.  

 

Three years ago, I was in the same position, however, being declined from all of my university choices was tough 

back then, but now, I can say with confidence that this was one of the best things that happened to me. Such 

events shape the person you are and will be for the rest of your lives.  

 

Having experienced failure at that stage, not getting a place for a Dental Therapy course, I have decided to go for 

Dental Technology and stick to that for now, I was saying to myself. Three years later, I am now graduating and 

in the process of securing a placement in one of the top companies in the industry, located in Italy, allowing me to 

expand my skillset even further in an industry that I fell in love with… an industry that I knew nothing about 

three years ago. 

 

If I want something to be taken from 

this short story, it is that 

perseverance pays off. Failure, 

simply put, is something that we 

have all experienced, and will 

experience in the future, but it is not 

something that stops you from 

finding happiness in your life. Yes, 

it can be tough, and it will be, 

however, the quicker you make 

peace with that, the faster you will 

act, the better you will be, because 

that is how we all learn.  

 

If someone had told me back then 

that I will be happy with what I am 

doing and my current position three 

years down the line, I would have 

walked off laughing.  
Wojciech Laska as a graduate now with Dr Williams and Madam Chaganti, his 
science teachers at Bishop Douglass.  
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 Sociology 

Cherie Blair Talk about Women in Education 
 

On Wednesday 16th October, we sociology students went on a trip to Harrow School to 
listen to a talk on gender equality in education by Cherie Blair. As you may know she is 
married to Tony Blair who was the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom and she was 
previously a barrister. We found the talk immensely interesting as Cherie enlightened us 
on many different ideas and factors all contributing to the equality of women in education. 
For example, she spoke to us about the glass ceiling- a metaphor used to represent an 
invisible barrier that keeps a given demographic from rising beyond a certain level in a 
hierarchy. However, despite this, we learnt that women were able to break through the 
glass ceiling; women were able to share the opportunities of men equally. 
 

Nevertheless, Cherie mentioned that despite feminism, men were still favoured in the workplace. She said that 
exceptional men and women will always make it, but the ‘good enough’ man always makes it. Consequently, 
we want to see a time when the ‘good enough’ woman will make it. However, this involves changing the male 
mind set. Moreover, an example of gender equality in education was when Tony Blair became a member of 
Lincoln’s Inn and enrolled as a pupil barrister. He met his future wife, Cherie Booth at the law chambers 
founded by Derry Irvine and despite Cherie being the better barrister, Tony was chosen. This therefore 
reinforces the importance and power of education as it allows meritocracy, a combination of effort and ability 
with the outcome of success.  
 
Therefore, through meritocracy both men and women have equal opportunity to succeed. The fact that Cherie 
was not chosen, despite being the better barrister (even Tony admitted this), portrays the issue of inequality- in 
both gender and class. Cherie came from a working class background and was the first in her family to go to 
university. She also touched on the importance of role models and realising that a lack of role models can 
prevent women from aspiring to certain roles traditionally taken by men, she set up the Cherie Blair Foundation 
in 2008 to match online mentors- male and female- to businesswomen around the world.  
 
Overall, we all found the talk very interesting and worthwhile and we thank Madam Wilkhu and Mr Carter for 
taking us. 

By Amber Raynor  
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Term Dates 2019-2020 

N.B: All dates are correct at time of going to press. They are ALL subject to change.  

Key Dates Spring Term 2019 
 
Year 11 Parents Evening—8

th
 January 2020 

Sixth Form Parents Evening—5th February 2020 

Year 10 Parents Evening—25th March 2020 

 

Bishop Douglass School 

Hamilton Road,  

London N2 0SQ 

Tel: 020 8444 5211 

Fax: 020 8444 0416 

2019/2020 Term Dates  

SPRING TERM 2019 

First Half:     Monday, 6 January – Friday, 14 February    
Half-term:     Monday, 17 February – Friday, 21 February 

Second Half: Monday, 24 February – Friday, 3 April 
(Easter weekend 19 – 22 April)       

  

SUMMER TERM 2020 

First Half:      Tuesday, 20 April – Friday, 22 May  

May Day:       Friday, 8 May  

Half-term:       Monday, 25 May – Friday, 29 May  

Second Half:   Monday, 1 June – Friday, 17 July   

Wishing all our families a happy, holy Christmas and New Year.  


