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For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given

Christmas crib: designed and arranged by Mr Castana Ospina (Gus, schoolkeeper extraordinaire)
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The Advent Service

The Senior Citizens Party
1

A Christmas Message
From the Chaplain’s Desk……………………….Christmas Term 2016
Dear Friends,
As I write we have begun the Holy Season of Advent. Only yesterday the world was
saddened by the death of the passengers on an aeroplane bound for a Football Match.
Terrible atrocities still take place in Aleppo and in parts of the Middle East and indeed in
many parts of our world. Greed and Corruption take place on a major scale in business,
politics and even in sport. What is going to happen with “Brexit” and “President- elect Trump?” There is a
sense of foreboding all over the place! People are genuinely worried and are living in a time of uncertainty.
However, my heart tells me that “all will be well,” my gut tells me…ouch! My head, however, tends to follow
my heart. This is after all, the Season of Advent.
No matter how much we spend on gadgets such as the iPhone; Samsung; Nokia; Blackberry; iPods; iPads and
tablets. No matter how much we spend on infrastructure like roads and transport, we still find it hard to reach out
to one another, on a personal level and on a national level, in order to remove the obstacles that prevent us from
communicating with one another. In a similar way there are still many obstacles to the coming of our Saviour
into our world. People put up roadblocks and we have to remove them, so that his mercy and freedom, his
justice and love may reach all peoples. Ah, if only we could all encounter the Saviour and experience God's
salvation in him and at work in us too! We ask Jesus our Lord in this Holy Season that we may be the road to him
and that we may bring him near to everyone we meet.
A long time ago, The Second Vatican Council restored the meaning of Advent, formerly a season of penance and
conversion into its original purpose: a time of hope. We remember the coming of Christ, and we know he has to
come more deeply in our Church and in our world. To help us to do this we need “conversion”, of course, but we
need especially hope that, notwithstanding everything to the contrary, his kingdom will come. To deepen that
hope, we have to learn to see the signs that this hope is already present among us. Let our Lord open our eyes to
these signs. Let us pray that we may prepare the road for the Lord's coming: God our Father, we know today how
to pierce mountains and level hills to build motorways, but we have lost the way to each other's hearts and to
you. Let your Son come among us to make us inventive and daring enough to build roads of justice and love that
make us encounter one another and you, our living God.
Let’s not lose HOPE. Let us here in school and at home reach out in love to everyone so that the God who made
us, whatever and however we might address that “God”, so that each of us will strive to be the best that we
can be in our pursuit of excellence.
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May this Holy Season find you all at peace in your own hearts and homes as I wish each and every one of you
the blessings of Christmas. Every blessing to you and yours.

Fr. Kevin, S.X.
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Headteacher’s Message
I am pleased with the way we have continued to improve at Bishop Douglass School. We are
focused on ensuring that our pupils make maximum progress. This is crucial, as we are
now subject to a new regime of performance measures, most importantly progress 8 which
measures the value that we are able to add from key stage 2 to key stage 4. We are trying to
establish a culture that focuses on study and learning. GCSE syllabuses have changed and
pupils will henceforth be graded 9 at the highest level down to 1. Indications are that
examinations will become more challenging and this includes ‘A’ level, with the majority of
examinations being synoptic at the end of Year 13. We are focussed on pushing up our
Progress 8 score which measures how much value we are able to add, taking into account
prior attainment data. To achieve a high score we must ensure pupils are following a
traditional curriculum. We are encouraging students to take a modern foreign language, if
they have the ability and aptitude. Completing homework diligently, reading widely and
developing good study and learning habits are essential if we are going to continue to excel
in these changed circumstances. We rely on our parents to support us and to ensure that
children are completing all work to the best of their ability.
We are indebted to Father Kevin for his chaplaincy and spiritual direction. ‘Two minutes for
Jesus’ has taken place during Advent at 2.00pm and has provided an opportunity for our
pupils to pray during the Advent Season. Miss Mealy has organised our charity calendar and
we are currently collecting for the Catholic Children’s Society at the school gate, and on Friday 16th December will hold a
Christmas Jumper Day with donations to Save the Children. We are asking pupils to pay at least a pound. Our pupils have
been extremely generous already contributing over £300 for the Catholic Children’s Society.
A high point of this term has been our perennially successful Senior Citizen’s party attended by over 130 local citizens.
The Christmas fair was more lavish this year than ever before from very generous support from our Sponsors including,
Waitrose, Ocado & the management team of the Clissold Arms. Also our International Evening was a colourful and
auspicious occasion that attested to our unity as a multicultural community.
You will see in our end of term publication some of the ways in which we try to serve our local community. Our
remembrance service attended by Mr Beckett a World War II veteran was a moving occasion and was featured in the local
press. MP Mike Freer has been generous in his time and support in visiting the school celebrating our Academy Status.
The silver surfers computer club and monthly tea dances have allowed the sixth form to show their concern for the common
good.
The Christmas holidays give everyone the chance to recharge their batteries however our Sixth Form students will of course
be revising hard for forthcoming mock examinations. Our younger students in Year 7 and 8 will be given a classic book to
read in the holidays.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the teaching and non-teaching staff of Bishop Douglass and the senior team
for their unremitting hard work. I am very grateful to all staff who give up their time to support extra lessons, music and
drama, our plethora of clubs, sports programmes etc.

18 like to thank parents for their continued
Can I remind you that school starts again on Monday 9th January 2017. I would
support and take this opportunity to wish you all a happy and Holy Christmas.
Martin Tissot
Headteacher
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From the Editor
Welcome to the Christmas 2016 edition of The Douglass, created by the staff and
students of Bishop Douglass School. What can be said of this term? Well both staff
and students would be the first to say that it has definitely been another hectic one!
As I write, GCSE and A level students are mid-way through their December mock
exams; the school is preparing for the final end of term holy celebrations such as
the Advent Service on Wednesday 14th December; and we are busy with our local
community endeavours such as the Senior Citizen’s Party on Thursday 8th
December. In true Bishop Douglass fashion, there is a happy balance between
academic rigour, the Catholic and spiritual life of the school and our community
mission. We wouldn’t have it any other way!
Some of the highlights of this term have included welcoming the new Sixth Formers into Year 12 from Year
11 and also those from other schools. They have settled into a challenging pace of academia in the Sixth
Form, but they have also made some time for community work. It is so encouraging to see the weekly IT for
senior citizen’s sessions led by our Sixth Formers in collaboration with Age UK. The monthly tea dances are
an absolute delight to witness. Sixth Formers bake cakes; serve tea and host a tea dance for local elderly
members of our community on the first Wednesday of every month. We have learnt how to dance the ChaCha and at the same time we have brightened up the day for our guests. Visiting Nazareth House, a local care
home, to sing Christmas carols was also very rewarding for our Sixth Formers, and a perfect way to bring
Christmas cheer to others.
Our new Year 7’s have also settled in very well to school life. You will read about the Year 7 Cheese and
Wine evening in the coming pages. There has been a spectacular amount of fund raising for the Senior
Citizen’s Party by students and form tutors of year 10.
On a more sombre note, Bishop Douglass marked Armistice Day on the 11th November with a whole school
remembrance service. The two minute silence was a time of prayer and reflection for the whole school and the
ceremony was received respectfully and deferentially by all.
I have just mentioned a few of my most well remembered moments, but you will read about so much more
over the coming pages. This really should give you a flavour of all the hard work and dedication that goes into
building Bishop Douglass School into a Catholic community which is high achieving; successful; spiritual and
serving to our wider community. May I take this opportunity to say a huge thank-you to all that have
contributed to the Christmas edition. Wishing everybody a happy, enjoyable and peaceful Christmas holiday!
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Miss Wilkhu,
Assistant Headteacher,
Head of Sixth Form.
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The Advent Service
This year’s Advent Service saw students from across the school join together to celebrate the journey of
Christmas. The service was led by Fr Kevin whose poignant reflections on the Advent season welcomed
students, parents and staff. This was followed by a very thoughtful play, A Child Shall Lead Them, performed
by the Bishop Douglass Drama Club.
The Bishop Douglass Gospel Choir also performed two songs in the service. Firstly, a moving arrangement of
Silent Night and then a contemporary gospel song, Tidings. The service was punctuated by readings and carols
led by students at the school. The service helped to raise money for the Catholic Children’s Society.

Father Kevin leading the school in reflection
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The Bishop Douglass school choir
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RE - Catholic Life of the School
Year 7 Retreats
This term, we have completed our annual series of day retreats to welcome our new Year 7 students into the
community. Each form group spent the entire day with the Chaplain and their RE teacher. During the day we
prayed together, we played games designed to help us to bond and develop the necessary qualities to build a
strong community. Through team building activities and reflection, we discovered what individual qualities we
can bring to our own Bishop Douglass Community. The days also give us a great chance to get to know our
Chaplain, Fr. Kevin a little better too. Due to the generous donations for the shared lunch, we ate like kings!

Macmillan Coffee Morning
18

This September, Bishop Douglass hosted the annual
Macmillan Coffee Morning. A Huge thank to all who
donated and an even bigger thank you to the staff and
students who baked a little something despite having
had open evening the previous evening. We managed
to raise £274.91, and in the words of a large retailer,
every little helps!
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Sixth Form News
Trip
Kyushu High School visit to Bishop
Douglass School
On Tuesday 8th November, Bishop Douglass School
was fortunate enough to host an exchange visit from
Kyushu High School in Japan. The morning started
with a wonderful welcome and breakfast meeting
where 44 Japanese students and 5 members of staff
were treated to a full English breakfast. 20 sixth
formers sat with them and exchanged questions and
answers about both London and Fukuoka. Although
our visitors spoke an intermediate level of English,
communication was made much easier via google
translate!
Visitors attended sixth form lessons and were very
impressed.
Mr Iwamoto, their English teacher
commented on the excellent work ethic of our
students as well as the warm welcome which was
extended throughout the visit.

Mojahed Taghipour 12C showing visitors
his coursework.

Laura Capitelli 13A commented on how much she
enjoyed the visit, “The students were all really
friendly and I learnt so much about the Japanese
school system and how different it is to ours”.
A huge commendation should go out to our sixth
formers who once again were an absolute credit to the
school in how they presented themselves.
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Gabriella Hajda 12L chatting to our guests over
breakfast and making them feel welcome.
Our visitors enjoyed being in sixth form lessons for a day.
7

Sixth Form Open Evening
The Sixth Form Open Evening was held on Wednesday 16th November. Here is what Deputy Head Girl
Rewayda Abdulahi 13A had to say about the evening.
Open Evening is an evening dedicated to all Year 11 students who wish to attend our Sixth Form. With a
profound poem read by Mrs. Henderson alongside Mr Tissot and Miss Wilkhu’s enlightening words on behalf of
our sixth form, all departments had the opportunity to showcase their work.
Our Head Boy Tisloh Danboyi and Head Girl Charlotte Moore also spoke to inspire the pupils with a few
encouraging words of wisdom. A video was shared which captured Natalie Kyereme’s previous experience at a
sixth form college. She chose to return back to Bishop Douglass Sixth Form after realising that the grass is not
always greener on the other side. We can all agree, A-levels are a pivotal stage of your academia and it is vital to
choose wisely the courses you would like to do and where you want to go. This was exactly what Tisloh and
Charlotte reflected on.
After this communal gathering, the soon-to-be sixth formers were dispersed in the school hall and given insight
on the subjects they hoped to embark on. With the English Department’s popularity, many were reassured by the
Head of English-Miss Prina alongside her keen A-level English students, Rewayda Abdulahi, Jasmine Ebimomi
and Raabiya Soyler. While the English Department had effortlessly done a remarkable job, we can all agree it
didn’t take long for the Sciences and Maths to lure the students in. There were also a great handful of subjects
new to some of the students including those outside of the GCSE curriculum such as Economics and Psychology.
While our current year 11’s are familiar with the Sixth Form environment, students from other schools
including Mount Carmel and Queen Elizabeth Girls were shown around the Sixth Form area on the evening.
Quite frankly, choosing what A-level courses you wish to do must be a discerning process and certainly not a
hasty one that you may regret. A-level is the key to a door, to the career you wish to embark on, and choosing
the wrong key can be extremely costly. So, to all Year 11’s, I cannot emphasise how important A-levels are and
balancing your subjects in the right environment for you.
By Rewayda Abdulahi 13A
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Mr Chaganti inspiring Year 11 students to study
Maths in the Sixth Form.

Just one example of an excellent display by the
History department.
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Sixth Form News
Barnet Safe Drive Stay Alive event
On the morning of Tuesday 15th November, 100 year 12 students attended a Safe Driving event at North Finchley
Arts Depot. The campaign, which is run in partnership with Barnet Council; London Ambulance Service; the
NHS Trust; the London Fire Brigade; the Metropolitan Police and Transport for London is aimed at young
people aged 16-18. The aim is to promote an awareness of safer driving at a time when many young people are
applying for provisional licenses and beginning to take driving lessons. The performance was based upon real
life experiences and was a real eye opener for our sixth formers. This is what a few of them had to say about the
event:
Nelhia Da Silva 12C said “It had a very beneficial impact and increased my awareness of the seriousness of
driving. The survivors that spoke to us really helped to express the point of safe driving.”
Helio Agostinho 12L said “I thought that it would be a comedy but it was quite serious. I’m not an emotional
person, but people did notice that I was touched by the performance. I am still interested in learning how to drive
but I am now aware of how to be safe”.
Once again our sixth formers are to be commended for their appropriate sense of behaviour and their overall
smart appearance. This was especially noted by the event organisers.
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Sixth Form and the Community
For the past few months, the student community in years 12 and 13, especially the prefects and top team, have
been involved in extracurricular events.
The events were not for the benefit of the students but for the sake of the lovely community that Bishop
Douglass holds. Within the school, we have continued to support the lower years with peer mentoring, the
breakfast club, and homework club. And that's not all. With the recent meeting of prefects and top team, the
future holds more support for the entire school, ranging from academic support in classes, 1:1 help with
numeracy programmes, to bus monitors!
The involvement of sixth formers isn't limited to the school community, but includes the people who are local
to the area. For example, the Tea Dance, happens once a month every month. The school hosts passionate
dancers to enjoy themselves whilst dancing, having some tea, sandwiches, and cake! Sixth formers are
responsible for the whole event, from cleaning, set up, catering and entertainment.
Other events include the weekly Age UK sessions. These are very popular amongst the locals, where the
elderly are given an opportunity to ask for help with their gadgets and gizmos. The students that help aren’t
experts in the field but at an advantage with the new technology, helping with tasks that to some may seem
impossible!
This is just the tip of the iceberg of what the sixth form community get involved in.
By Charlotte Moore 13A (Head Girl).
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Sixth Form News

This has been a busy term with Year 13 students applying for university. 58 students are hoping to carry on to
Higher Education (82 % of Year 13) and offers from universities have been arriving often within a day or two of
the universities receiving the applications.
We are pleased that two of our students have applied for Medicine: Tisloh Danboyi 13A and Dayna Isaac 13A.
Likewise we are delighted that Tyvon Osafo – Addo 13A has been asked for inter view by Cambr idge
University to study Mathematics. John Marulanda Beltran 13A has received an offer from Durham University to
study Economics with offers from LSE and University College London (UCL) pending. Rewayda Abdulahi 13A
has received offers from Kings College London and University College London to study Global Health. We wish
them and all our applicants every success.
Our students are receiving offers from some of the UK’s other most prestigious universities including the
Universities of Birmingham; Durham; Edinburgh; Kings College London; Leeds; Liverpool; Newcastle;
Nottingham; Queen Mary’s University of London; Sheffield; Southampton and Warwick. Our students are also
becoming increasingly more adventurous, seeking places beyond the South East of England.
Students are applying for courses as diverse as Law, Neuroscience (Sheldon Reid 13A), Architecture,
Archaeology (Tyrese Chin–Den–Coy 13W), thr ough to English, Histor y, Histor y of Ar t, Business,
Accounting and Finance and Digital Media. It is also good to see the Women in Engineering initiative being
supported by Aikaterini Pitsi’s 13A application for Civil Engineer ing.
Applications to Scottish universities are appearing for the first time, driven by family connections in Scotland
and also by the current advantageous fee policies for EU students.
This year Leicester is a popular choice and has already given unconditional offers to Laura Capitelli 13A and
Weronika Bargiel 13A. Royal Holloway has also made an unconditional offer to Raabiya Soyler 13A.
Thanks go to all the staff who have tirelessly read and advised on students’ personal statements and who have
written excellent supportive academic references, crucial to students receiving offers of places at their university
of choice for September 2017.
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We wish all of our University hopefuls the best of luck and success from continued hard work.
Miss S. Chisholm UCAS coordinator
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Sixth Form News
City to the coast - our bicycle ride to Brighton

During the summer, Mohammed Kadhum 13W, Aaron Javier 13W and I (Ace Cebedo 13W) took a challenging
cycle journey from London to Brighton with the help of The Mark Evison Foundation. As the school came
towards an end, Dr Margaret Evison came to our school and explained the concept of her charity, dedicated to
the late Lt Mark Evison who died in combat due to poor communication. The charity’s aim is to bring out the
best in people by allowing them to perform projects within their area of interest, to gain qualities and experience
thus aiding their personal development. This is in memory of how Lt Mark Evison led his life. Through their
school awards system, the charity offers funding of up to £500 to those with the strongest applications. This
covers the expenses of the challenge pitched. Any excess to the expense can be fundraised by the pitchers.
We planned, organised, and pitched an idea of a cycle trip from London to Brighton with a camping night. We
called it ‘City to the Coast’. We chose this to challenge ourselves as it contrasts with our attitude of staying at
home most of the time thus allowing us not only to experience biking for long distances, and camping, but also
improving our organisational and leadership skills as we had never planned a trip before all by ourselves without
any adult supervision throughout. A Mark Evison project doesn’t have to be a cycling trips like ours, you can
build a drone, skydive, etc. as long as the budget covers the expenses. You can find our journey at:
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http://www.markevisonfoundation.org/award/bishop-douglass-catholic-school-2016/
Every project done is then presented to http://www.markevisonfoundation.org/ where you can find our project
story and many other successful projects.
By Ace Cebedo 13W
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Sixth Form News
On Friday 16th December, a group of Sixth Formers
together with the RE team went along to sing Carols
at Nazareth House.
Nazareth House is a nursing home that specialises in
elderly care and benefits those who wish to pursue
their Catholic faith. They were extremely happy to
receive our visit and our sixth formers did us proud!
Jasmine Ebimomi 13W, Shamarv Davis 13W,
Nkumbu Kaluwe 13A and Phillippa Ize-Iyamu
13M amongst other students sang to their hear ts
content!

Drop Everything and Read

Our literacy initiative, Drop Everything and Read,
is now successfully implemented in the school
day. Teachers and students of Year 7 and 8,
participate in weekly Drop Everything and Read
(DEAR) sessions. A twenty minute DEAR
session is run every week. Students must, when
DEAR is announced on the tannoy, start reading
for pleasure and enjoyment. It gives students time
to read what they want to read, share what they've
read, and receive the support they need for further
exploration and reflections.
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What can you do to help? You can support your
child by ensuring they have an appropriate
reading book for the weekly DEAR sessions.

Students enjoying some DEAR time
13

Year 7 News
The Year 7 students have made a fantastic start to their life at Bishop Douglass and are very much part of the
BD furniture!
Key events over the course of the term have included the Welcome Mass, the Cheese and Wine welcome
evening and the recent Target Setting Day. All of these events provided opportunities for parents, teachers
and pupils to discuss how well they had settled into school and the progress that they had made. Attendance
on these occasions was excellent and the feedback from parents was very positive.

On 2nd of November we hosted an E-Safety event and invited all year 7 parents to attend. Key information,
top tips and inspiring ideas regarding how to keep your child safe online were shared with those who attended
by industry experts. The advice was so good that we provided a summary sheet to all families on Target
Setting day detailing how we can ensure our children are safe. I hope that you have taken the time to
familiarise yourself with this information as I am sure there will be more than 1 or 2 electronic devices being
given out over the festive season! Let’s make sure we can all enjoy these items in the right way.
Many students from the year have wasted no time in ensuring that they have become active members of the
community. Year 7 have participated in key events including International Evening, The Advent Service and
the Mid-Winter Music Festival. These opportunities, combined with the formation of teams for
Football, Basketball, the ever popular Youth Club, Drama, Science and Music clubs has meant that there has
been something for everyone this term! Our aim is to ensure that all children get involved in at least one
extracurricular activity. If you have not sampled what is on offer yet, why not see what is happening in the
New Year and get involved?
We have had the pleasure of awarding lots of Gold Stars over this half term to students who have gone above
and beyond since they joined us. These students are excellent role models to others through their amazing
attendance, positive attitude to learning, desire to help and support others and their outstanding behaviour. To
all those year 7 students who have not yet received a Gold Star - work hard and be the best you can be and
you too could be wearing the pin with pride!
Mrs Nelson, Assistant Head, Head of Year 7.

Some delights from the Cheese and Wine evening.
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Remembrance Day

On a cold bright morning on 11 November 2016, the whole school: students, support staff and visitors gathered
together on the school playground as a Catholic inclusive community to celebrate Armistice Day –
(Remembrance Day), as many others have done around the world for over 100 years.
Students, accompanied by their teachers, filed out quietly and stood in absolutely regimental line order. The
proceedings started with a short introduction by myself followed by the playing of ‘The Last Post’ by Mr Reed,
Head of Music.
This year we were graced with the presence of World War II veteran, Roy Beckett, who has just been honoured
by the French government with the Order of the Legion of Honour (the highest French order for military and
civil merit) which he received from the French Ambassador to the UK for his bravery during the world war. It
was very moving for the children and staff to have Mr Beckett with us on this special day and brought home to
all of us the dignity and bravery of all who fought during both wars on both sides and indeed those still in
conflict all over the world today.
The Head boy and girl, Tisloh Danboyi 13A and Charlotte Moore 13A processed towards the remembrance
podium and laid wreaths. A poignant reading of the poem ‘The Soldier’ by Rupert Brookes served as a
touching reflection – reminding us of the sacrifices made by those valiant heroes who faced the perils of war,
paying the ultimate price, so that we can and do continue to enjoy peace and freedom.
The two minute silence was a time of prayer and reflection for the whole school, as well as a moving tribute.
The prayers led by Fr Kevin and a final refrain of the Last Post was a haunting, sober reminder of the valiant
efforts and sacrifice still being made today in conflicts around the world.
Throughout the ceremony, I was struck by the absolute respect and deference displayed universally by all
present. One could have heard a pin drop – such was the awe and engagement of the students whose behaviour
and conduct rivalled the ambassadorial atmosphere of the nation’s observance of Remembrance Day televised
that Sunday.
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Our students, your children, acquitted themselves with credit and are to be commended on their ability to rise to
an occasion because they are sensitive, respectful and decent human beings who continually restore my faith in
the youth to create a positive future. It was truly inclusive event, exemplifying community cohesion,
celebrating diversity and a fitting memorial to those who have gone before.
WE WILL REMEMBER THEM
By Mrs Mclean-Boyd
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International Evening
Daman and Yuvan
Sawney stole the
show with their
expert Punjabi
drumming.

On Thursday 24th November Bishop Douglass
School celebrated the diversity of its student body at
International Evening. It began with the sharing of
food from different cultures, as well as cake
decorating, henna and face painting. Music, dance
and fashion from all five continents was celebrated
with performances from students in years 7-13.
The performances began with three musical acts that
took the audience from West Africa, with Raymond
Williams 9F, Emmanuel Fayemiwo 9C, James
Musa 9M and John Musa 9M playing the Afr ican
drums, to America, with a performance of Sorry/
Seven years by Sophie Hopwood 11M and Ingrid
Tancredi 11M. Their stylish mash-up of two wellknown pop hits provided the audience with the
opportunity to sing along! We then crossed the
Atlantic to Poland with a beautiful piano piece to
Waltz in A minor by Chopin.

This was followed by some expert Irish
dancing by Niamh Martyn 7F who was
joined by her younger sister Ciara. Other
dance acts included Ahunna Echemuna
10F, Xenia James 10F and Amma
Patterson’s 10M contempor ar y Afr ican
dance, which was a hit with the crowd. The
crowd themselves were up on their feet in
response to some fantastic Indian
drumming led by Daman 10F and Yuvan
Sawhney 11M.

Shania Gordon 9F astounded us with her rendition of
My Funny Valentine in both Mandarin and English,
and Stephen Kadiri 7F sang the Nigerian song
Binobango. Hamayoon Tavan 12O next recited a
Persian poem and went on to play the piano with his
brother, Hamid Tavan, and father, Hossein Tavan,
who both played traditional Persian instruments.

The evening concluded with a fashion
show, orchestrated by Ms Sivanesanathan,
celebrating the many colours, patterns and
native dress that identify many of our
students and staff.
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Performers on the night.
Henna painting
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The Senior Citizens Party
On 8th December at 5pm Year 10 Bishop Douglass students welcomed over 130 Senior Citizens form the local
community into the school hall for a traditional Christmas Dinner.
It has been a long standing tradition within the school that students in Year 10 fundraise throughout the autumn
term to provide a party to remember for some of the most important members of our community. This year the
students excelled in their efforts and raised a record breaking amount of over £1200 to ensure the event was a
huge success!
Fundraising initiatives included the organisation of a raffle. This was led by Madam Chaganti who worked
tirelessly with a group of committed students to source prizes, make tickets, publicise the event and sell tickets
both inside and outside of school. The year group also organised tournaments, movie nights, guess the teacher
baby photo competitions, and many more. Our star bakers organised a hugely popular bake sale that raised a
significant amount of the final total! 100s of people helped to make sure that every penny available was
contributed to this amazing cause and the results were spectacular.
The hall was festooned with Christmas decorations and festive music and subtle lighting helped to create a party
atmosphere that was appreciated by the 132 guests. Glasses of juice and sherry were accompanied by live
musical performances before an outstanding team of Year 10 volunteers served all of the guests a three course
meal of soup, turkey dinner and of course, Christmas Pud! Conversations flowed and laughter rang through the
hall as evidence to the success of the evening. But the evening did not end with the coffee – in keeping with
tradition, we all played Bingo before Santa arrived and his ‘Elves’ delivered a special gift to every single guest.
At 7.15pm, a delighted and sated group of Senior Citizens left Bishop Douglass vowing to return again next year
for more of the same!
A huge thank you to you if you contributed in some way to ensuring this event was a great success. Whether you
bought a raffle ticket, donated a prize or guessed the teacher from the baby photos – the evening could not have
happened without your support! A special thank you must be extended to the Sixth Form team of helpers who
assisted on the evening, along with our excellent school choir. But the final and biggest thanks of all must go to
the OUTSTANDING year 10 students and Form Tutors who worked tirelessly to bring the magic of Christmas
to so many. I know that those of you who volunteered your time will remember this event for the rest of your
lives – as will the people who you served. Well done and have a very happy Christmas.
Mr Lenane, Ms Townsend and the Year 10 Team.
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Highly Able - The Sage Club
As part of the school’s commitment to ensuring that its most able students are challenged to achieve as highly as
possible, Bishop Douglass School has run an extended essay-writing club for our most able students. The Sage
Club (‘sage’ coming from the Greek sophos meaning someone who possesses wisdom) takes the format of two
sessions within a subject run by an experienced member of staff, extended research homework on the topic, and
then a final hour where students will produce an essay in response to the question set. Students’ work is marked
and feedback given to ensure that students’ thinking has been challenged and celebrated.
Why was Charles Darwin considered ‘the most dangerous man in England’ in 1859?
Darwin’s theory of Natural Selection is about how all the species today evolved from a single ancestor. This
theory caused a big debate over whether it was right or wrong. Thomas Huxley, who was nicknamed Darwin’s
Bulldog, was defending Darwin’s side of the argument being true. As people back then were very religious,
there were a lot of people disagreeing about this. Wilberforce, a Bishop, spoke for the other side of the debate
about the theory not being correct.
The argument that Huxley used first was that all creatures look similar when they are at an embryo stage. He
used this because, at first, a turtle, a rabbit, a chicken, a fish and a human look pretty much the same at that age.
This evidence supported Huxley and Darwin’s theory because it suggests that because all the different creatures
look the same at some stage of their lives that they must have used to have a common ancestor but then had
evolved because they lived in different habitats and had to adapt to their surroundings. This is why these
animals today look different from each other.
Another argument that Huxley used to support Darwin’s theory was that the brain of a human and that of an ape
are similar in size. This really confused people because they did not agree with how they could have a common
ancestor as an ape. Huxley replied that we should move forward in thinking because there are new inventions
and new technology, which helps us look deeper into science and therefore should allow us to be focused not
only on the old way of thinking but on what insight can be offered today.
However, Wilberforce argued against this by saying that God created every living thing and that we cannot have
a common ancestor because it goes against the Bible and against God. At the time, it was insane to go against
God, so people agreed with Wilberforce about this. People were very religious so they believed that the Bible
was correct and therefore Darwin is wrong.
Wilberforce argued that humans are made in the image of God, so if we evolved from apes then apes are also
made in the image of God. This statement also brought the public to agree with Wilberforce because it was very
offensive. Wilberforce also said that there are big differences between creatures and that it is impossible for all
of them to have one common ancestor. For example, the brains of humans and gorillas are different in size,
which shouldn’t be the case if they were descended from the same ancestor.
In conclusion, I think that Darwin’s theory was shown to be correct.18 Although, in my opinion, and as a
Catholic, I agree with the arguments that Wilberforce used about man being made in the image of God, I do
believe that God could have created an ancestor from which all creatures could have evolved.
By Alexandra Walczak 8C
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Chess
We have a good number of people attending Chess Club on Fridays after School. Throughout this term we have
been looking at fun ways to develop our players’ chess. One of the best ways is to play more games where you
can learn by trial and error; so we have now also made possible lunch time chess on Thursday.
The 3rd Bishop Douglass Chess Tournament will be taking place
in the Spring Term 2017. The games for each round will,
wherever possible, be taking place at Chess Club on Friday
afternoons. Games will be played touch move and with clocks,
however, players who are unfamiliar with these features of
competitive chess will be helped to acquire these skills during the
tournament. The time limit for each game is 20 minutes per player
to complete all their moves, so the longest a single game can take
is 40 minutes. Players will be free to leave when their game has
been completed and chess club will continue in the room next
door.
The School is entering the Delancey UK Chess Challenge for the
3rd year now so; at the beginning of the Summer Term we will be
distributing Megafinal invites to those children and young adults who have qualified. It is usual at this stage for
the children and their parents/ carers to make their own arrangements to enter and attend the Megafinals.

Careers
Our weekly careers programme has continued
with talks from an Economist, Quantity Surveyor,
Lawyer and Technical Architect so far this year
and we continue to look for volunteers on a
weekly basis. We already have a Journalist,
Solicitor and Paediatric Urologist scheduled for
next term and would welcome talks from any
parents/carers
18 who would be willing to come and
talk to our pupils about their career.
As part of our careers programme Sixth Form and
Year 11 pupils are also receiving impartial
careers advice and guidance on a three weekly
cycle.
Students listening intently at the talk with a Lawyer.
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Art
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Business Studies
Business Studies has proven to be a popular subject in the upper years of the school. The calibre of future
entrepreneurs at Bishop Douglass School will give even Sir Alan Sugar a run for his money!!
All the students have been working hard and delivering work of an exceptional standard, however one of the
most impressive pieces of work that was created this term was Sarah Kneer’s in 10C. She achieved full
marks for the work she submitted below.
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In the new year both the Year 9 and 10 Business classes will be entering enterprise events and the Sixth
Form classes will be attending a range of conferences.
22

Economics
The Cardinal Hume Academies’ Economics Conference (November 2016) was the merging of the Economics
departments of our three schools, bringing students and teachers together at St Thomas Moore School. Students
shared ideas on economics and current issues on the international political and economic agenda. The
conference was shaped around recalling and developing ideas from the A level course, with discussions on
market failure, business efficiency, exchange rate systems and government economic policy.
Entering a school unaware of the mental capabilities of students you are not personally acquainted with on a
regular basis brings about a feeling of uncertainty. Students from each school were put into three different
groups with teachers representing their school. This meant being tutored by someone you’ve never met. The
first module was a revision module on past topics learnt in our previous year. The hosts, which included both
students and teachers, made it easier for us to navigate our way around the school and provided additional
information on topics we were unaware of or couldn’t fully understand.
Module two consisted of topics on oligopolies, monopolies, perfect completion, and market structures that
could influence the structure of the market with regards to productivity i.e. if the market was allocative and
productively efficient, and if they were able to sustain cost and obtain supernormal/abnormal profits in the short
or long-run. The last module concluded with the issues of the exchange rate, what it was, how it worked and
how it affected countries that were underdeveloped. It was interesting to see how BREXIT played a key factor
in influencing the exchange rate and other factors such as imports and exports, the balance of payments and
investments in the UK by foreign countries.
At the end of the conference, we were led to the school lunch hall 10 minutes earlier than their usual break and
lunchtime to have a break and chat about how lessons went. It was a well-deserved break for all students who
participated during this conference. Students were also introduced to new textbooks and revision booklets
which helped us with exam revision and to gain diverse knowledge under the economics curriculum.
By Marcus Konig 13W
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Drama

This term we have seen the rise of many fantastic performers in the drama department. Due to their
outstanding effort, skill and enthusiasm the following students have been selected as ‘Performer of
the Term’. A huge congratulations to all of them for their hard work and success.

Year 7 Winner
Ilea
Dehghan 7F

Year 9 Winner
Leah
Griffin 9F

Year 8 Winner
Jessica
Harper 8F
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Drama Club
Winner
Patrycja
Hubka 7C

Year 10 Winner
Tselestine
Tshatumbu 10O
24

Year 11 Winner
Yosef
Kadri 11O

English
On Tuesday 22nd November 2016, the A-Level English class paid a trip to the Bloomsbury Central Baptist
Church for a series of lectures by a range of professors about the Shakespearian revenge tragedy ‘Hamlet’.
This successful visit provided a deeper insight into critical analysis of the play being studied for students
across all year groups. This was an excellent insight into what university lectures will be like and every student
was frantically making notes throughout!
Not only was this beneficial trip full of deeper knowledge, the students were stunned by the analysis the
lecturers were expressing and comparing with real life situations too. In fact, the last lecture which was
projected by Richard Marriot on “Women in the world of Hamlet” engaged comparisons with the topical issue
of Brexit throughout. Clearly, this is proof that Shakespeare remains as relevant in 2016 as ever! This also
shows how literature has the capability to intertwine with political commentary on society. This entirely
insightful and educational day allowed year 13 students to interject the gained knowledge within their essays
and expanding their own critical commentary. Trips like these are essential for students to progress within their
knowledge and understanding of their subjects. In addition to this, the university style organised day provided
students with a deeper insight on what to expect should they opt to study at university.
A year 13 student, who attended the trip, Jasmine Ebimomi 13W claimed:
“The trip was very educational in the sense that it gave you first-hand experience of what a lecture at
university would be like. It gave me an intellectual and in-depth understanding of Hamlet. Each lecturer left us
well informed, especially the first one as he was enthusiastic and keen to show his interpretation of the play.”
By Raabiya Soyler 13A
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English
Descriptive writing: Winter stream-of-consciousness narrative
Just a normal morning. I woke up and started to prepare myself for school. When I
looked through the window I could see snow, I said to myself ‘Winter is here!’ The
street looked like an unfinished painting; so much of the canvas was still perfectly
white, as if waiting for the artist's hand to return. The surface of the car should have
been a glossy blue, but in the early morning it glistened pale under a layer of frost. On such mornings it had
become my habit to lay my hand down flat on the hood to leave a print, I guess that's just me being a kid.
I love winter. I love the hot chocolate with marshmallows melting into the whipped cream, snuggling up with
candles burning, blankets draped over me, and watching TV. I love the snow, and the happiness it brings. I love
the rain, whether it is heavy or light. I love the big jumpers and hot homemade soup that sometimes burns my
tongue.
The branches hang low with the weight of the snow; The green is still there under the brilliant white coat. We
can call it ‘Winter wonderland’ now. I will need my Snow shoes today, while the layer looks as solid as any
forest floor I would sink in right up to my knees or even beyond. The sky is clear now, a perfect blue. It is odd
to think that the grass is still down there, surviving as best it can until the spring melts the snow, entombed in
the compacted and icy layers lower down. After yesterday's storm the top layer is perfect powder, our coldest
season doesn't get any better than this.

I must keep moving to stay warm. I have my snow shoes, a warm jacket and thick gloves; it's time to make
footpaths as well as snow angels. With every step I hear the soft crunch underfoot and it's better than music to
my ears. It is the sound that winter has returned, and with it all of my favourite sports. Children outside are
having fun, throwing snowballs at each other and building snowmen.
In preparation for cold winter time, animals respond in varying ways. Animals like birds are migrating when the
winter season approaches and they return when it's gone. So the creatures are busy gathering their food store in
order to prepare themselves for winter time where a long hibernation period will prepare them for Spring’s
awakening. Some animals are not affected by the winter time and I envy these, as they scurry about here and
there in the garden. But I am affected by winter! When I go out with my dog I will need to make sure to keep
him warm and safe, dressing him in a warm woolly dog coat to keep him protected from the icy, frosty cold.
Still staring out of the window, I think of the day ahead. On a cold winter evening I stay in front on my blazing
fire staring out of the window, staring at the beautiful snowflakes falling down. This is something I truly love to
do; it has been like that since I was a little child. I could sit there and think “what I will do tomorrow with my
friends?”/ In Poland, I always liked to go snowboarding and skiing, I love these winter sports because I have
done them since I was a little child. At night when I go to sleep, I am filled
18 with yearning! I hope the snow is
going to stay, so that tomorrow once again I can enjoy this winter wonder.
By Adrian Baran 12O
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Drop Everything
Englishand Read!
Here is a passage of descriptive writing that was done By Patrycja Kosik 7C in response to the attached
illustration which shows Scrooge and the Ghost of Christmas Past from A Christmas Carol.
Snow was everywhere. It coated the numerous hills and valleys, sneaking into every nook and cranny
as it painted the countryside. Glimmering in the sunlight, it was whiter than any pearl and softer than
the clouds themselves. Its pure beauty failed to disappoint. Crisp, fresh air danced around it, powered
by the joy and content it produced. Thousands of jubilant faces were scattered around the countryside,
stretching out as far as the eye could see.

Spinning its way through the landscape was a muddy, worn-out path. Proud and sturdy, a single
shaggy horse pranced along it, complete with an ecstatic rider. His ice-cold, flushed face was
overshadowed by a whimsical smile. Resting on his head, in the most peculiar angle between falling
down and staying, was a bright red, woolly hat complete with a green scarf. With a Christmas tune on
his lips, the young boy looked onwards mirthfully. In front of him was a mesmerising colourful city
that brightened the horizon.
In the midst of this, keeping aside, was Scrooge. His gaze was intense, yet not directed at the rider or
the shimmering, clean snow. A frown rested above his troubled, watery eyes, making his face even
more lined with wrinkles, if that was possible. Despite the mixed, delightful smells that surrounded
him, he still smelt of gruel and copper, of the heart-breaking misanthropic future that awaited his
younger self. Settled on his tongue were words of warning, yet he couldn’t let them out. He carried on
staring.
In front of him, painted elegantly by the frost himself with swirls and patterns was an enormous
window. Inside it, dimly lit by a single, faint, candle, was an ancient, oak desk with a boy huddling
against it. His face was red and malnourished, yet his eyes still shone brightly, scanning the book in
front of him. His mind was universes away. Wet with tears, his cheeks were as cold as ice.
Leisurely rising on the mesmerising, bright sky, the sun penetrated the wispy clouds with its beams.
Below it, the carpet of delightful snow began to widen, spilling out onto paths and bridges. Tiny,
shimmering snowflakes danced in the wing. They fell, scarcely at first, onto the rows of houses, each
filled with wonder and content. Slowly, ever so faintly, a smile began to appear on Scrooge’s dry
wavering lips. Christmas had begun.
By Patrycja Kosik 7C

18

27

Jack Petchey Winners
Drop Everything and Read
Over 500 votes were cast. Winners of this elite award have won £250 which they
have spent towards a department of their choice or an educational based activity.
Roulian Zelo 9O
Reason for the award: Roulian is a silent hero. She was nominated by her peers
who feel that she works extremely hard in school and is always helpful to others
in class. She is kind to people, even those she does not know and will never fail
to put people before herself. The students in her classes have benefited from her
kindness, in particular in her English class. Roulian is not a native English
speaker but is always willing to give her best. Her English group will now
benefit from the prize money as this will be spent taking the class on a themed
walk in London.

Darius-Stefan Amarie 11F
Reason for the award: Darius is another silent hero. He was nominated by
multiple students who feel that he is a true role model. He works extremely hard
and is always helpful to other students regardless of their year group. He has a
positive vibe which enlightens the people around him making him extremely
approachable and influential. His peers felt that he should be recognised for his
humble attitude that has made a positive influence to the people around him. He
has decided to spend the money with a selected number from his year group to
watch Fantastic Beasts.

Charlotte Moore 13A
Reason for the award: Charlotte was nominated by a peer who was influenced by
what Charlotte has said to her. Charlotte persuaded the student “to get their act
together, to stop being lazy and to start working harder”. The student also feels
that she has taken her Head Girl responsibilities extremely seriously and is a true
ambassador of the school. Charlotte is very much involved with the Science
department and is working with the Head of Department towards building a
greenhouse environment.
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A huge congratulations to this terms winners!!
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History
We took part in a project called Lessons to Auschwitz
aimed to give the victims of the Holocaust individual
personalities rather than let them remain as numbers and
statistics. As ambassadors, we aim to continue the work
of survivors ensuring that the Holocaust is not forgotten
and, in that, reject those who argue that the genocide did
not occur. The Lessons to Auschwitz program had more
of an effect on us than we thought it would. With the
first meeting and hearing of the Holocaust survivor story from Mala Tribich, the experience was made all the
more real for us. The biggest shock was that the smallest things gave her the energy to carry on and how her
bravery and the smallest actions helped her survive- despite her not knowing it at the time; by walking up to a
senior Nazi guard and having the courage to ask not to go on that train but to go back to the ghetto with her
younger cousin, she escaped a mass shooting of women and children through being allowed to go back and find
her father.
This served as a backdrop for the visit to the Jewish Cemetery in Oświęcim (Auschwitz’s previous name before it
was occupied and renamed by German Nazis) which further promoted the idea of individualism. What we found
interesting was the fact that there were now currently no Jewish people living in the town as a result of the
genocide as well as the fact that they do not use flowers but pebbles to show respect.

When going to Auschwitz 1, we were surprised as to how normal the buildings looked in comparison to the rest
of the town as well as the small surface area of this concentration camp (originally an army base). This resulted in
it feeling claustrophobic and closed off- despite being embedded in the town itself. This camp was more
preserved as they had used the buildings as a way to exhibit the possessions retained as well as the fact that these
buildings were brick and not built by prisoners themselves. Because of this, we had less of an emotional reaction
as opposed to Auschwitz- Birkenau.
Auschwitz- Birkenau was built by the prisoners and planned by the perpetrators, explaining why it was sparse and
built for the purpose of exterminating. The most impactful building was the children’s barrack where the feeling
you got walking in stayed with you almost telling you what untasteful acts occurred here. It also gave a glimpse
into the conditions that they lived in as you felt the damp in the air and saw the closeness of the bunks displaying
how easy it would have been to catch diseases. However, we were surprised to see drawing on the walls that were
aimed to still give some form of hope for Aryan looking children that were trained to be adopted in Germany.
This was allowed by the Nazis as it gave some sort of peace to the barracks.
Perhaps the most shocking aspect was the attempt to conceal the crimes committed
by burning the bodies as well
18
as attempted demolition of the camp, particularly the gas chambers. The notes left by those who disposed of the
gassed bodies and who were replaced regularly conveyed the sense of desperation to not be forgotten and leave
some sort of a legacy which gives us, as ambassadors, the incentive to not let this act or the individuals be
forgotten. The evening in Oświęcim was concluded by a Jewish sermon that paid respect to the faith of the
majority of the victims.
By Weronika Bargieł 13A and Laura Capitelli 13A
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ICT
The ICT department has expanded! This year we now offer Computer Science at GCSE level. Year 9s have the
opportunity to select this subject as one of their options. This term the Computer Science students have been
learning about binary, hexadecimal conversions and have started programming in Python.
Some Year 9 students share their views:
“Computer Science is really fun and I really look forward to my Wednesday and Friday Computer Science
lessons. I learn so much in these lessons such as the history of technology, using my mathematics skills in binary,
hexadecimal and denary conversions and exploring possibilities for the future”.
Domenico Deninno 9C
“Computer Science is a great subject because I learn transferable skills which will allow many people to achieve
and open up many job opportunities in the future. I feel that since I started this subject I have now got an even
greater passion for technology”.
Ross Ezechuku 9F
"“ I love Computer Science! It has taken my mind off playing video games and now I aspire to make every day
productive by trying something new in programming. It is an amazing subject and anyone who has the
opportunity to select this subject should do so”.
Lucas Lazar 9C

Year 11s have been working on series of media based projects. With a design brief set by a ‘client’, students have
to plan and produce adverts for an animal care shelter encouraging people to donate money. They must design a
full running website for the animal shelter which will host the video.
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Website by Morgan Sibley 11O
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Languages
Christmas& New Year’s Eve
in Spain

Christmas& New Year’s Eve in
France

Most people in Spain go to Midnight Mass or 'La Misa
Del Gallo' (The Mass of the Rooster). It is called
this because a rooster is supposed to have crowed the
night that Jesus was born.

In France, Une crèche (a Nativity crib) is often used
to help decorate the house. French cribs have clay
figures in them. During December some towns and
cities, such as Marseilles, have fairs that sell Nativity
figures. As well as having the normal Nativity figures
in them, French scenes also have figures such as a
Butcher, a Baker, a Policeman and a Priest.

Most families eat their main Christmas meal on
Christmas Eve before the service. The traditional
Spanish Christmas dinner is 'Pavo Trufado de Navidad'
which is Turkey stuffed with truffles (the mushrooms,
not the chocolate ones!)

The main Christmas meal, called Réveillon, is eaten
on Christmas Eve/early Christmas morning after
people have returned from the midnight Church
Service. Dishes might include roast turkey with
chestnuts or roast goose, oysters, foie gras, lobster,
venison and cheeses. For dessert, a chocolate sponge
cake log called La bûche de Noël is normally eaten.

New
Year's Eve
is called 'Nochevieja' or 'The Old Night' in Spain and
one special tradition is that you eat 12 grapes with the
12 strokes of the clock at Midnight! Each gr ape
represents a month of the coming year, so if you eat the
twelve grapes, you are said to be lucky in the New
Year.

French people don’t send Christmas cards, they send
New Year’s greeting cards instead. So if you are
18to folks in France, you don’t have to
sending cards
rush. People in France continue to wish each other la
Bonne Année throughout the month of J anuary!
No interaction is complete in France in the month of
January without prefacing it with Meilleurs voeux
(Best wishes).
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Maths
The UK Maths Trust’s Team Challenge was a thrilling intellectual venture recommended to anyone interested in
mathematics and logic. It required our team of four to summon simple mathematical techniques in complex
combinations, slowly unpicking our finer understandings of important mathematical concepts.
On arriving at the riverside venue, we were served with warm up questions. The main hall filled quickly with the
30 competing colleges, settling at square tables and working through notes and practice questions. The hosts stood
to greet us and laid the rules of the competition: 3 different rounds, with different rules, becoming progressively
difficult.

The first round allowed us to communicate freely and solve questions with each other. We decided on a strategy
to distribute problems between the four of us, according to our skills; there were a range of questions, from
geometry to statistics. Solving the 10 questions in 4 minutes proved difficult.
The second round involved a cross number question sheet; similar to a cross word but with mathematical
questions. The team was split into two and communication was restricted by an invigilator sitting between us one team solving the down questions and the other the across. The pairs could only communicate final answers.
The restriction on communication revealed our lack of preparation in some areas and flaws in our strategy; for
instance, if we couldn’t solve a question but the other pair needed the answer to complete their question,
submitting an incorrect answer would be corrected by the invigilator. By not accounting for this in our strategy,
we didn’t write an answer unless we were sure it was correct, costing us valuable time in some questions.
The last round was the most enjoyable and it required the most team work. Similar to the cross number round, the
Shuttle round restricted communication only to answers and the invigilator would not correct wrong answers. One
pair had to solve a question and pass on the answer to be used in the other pair’s calculation which had to be
passed back for the next calculation of the first pair, and so forth. Any wrong error was carried through to the
end.
The time constraints and sense of competition made for an incredibly entertaining day. The event was an
opportunity for our team to meet mathematicians from all over North London and test ourselves, individually and
as a team. It renewed our feeling of admiration for mathematics and how powerful its simple methods can be in
helping to unravel the most complex of problems. It’s the most universal language, describing everything we
know.
By Haruka Oshima 11M,
Marie Yamaoka 12O,

Tyvon Osafu-Addo 13A and
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Alejandro Marulanda-Beltran 13A

Media Studies
‘Tis the season to do coursework!

The approach to Christmas is often full of anticipated frivolity and excess but for Media Studies it signifies the
expectation of coursework completion. Not so jolly! Both AS and A2 students are diligently researching and
planning their final media productions: a music magazine front page, contents page and double page spread and
a music video. Previous media cohorts have produced short films, pop music videos, TV adverts and film
trailers. This year is all about music! Students seen around school in their Bishop Douglass uniforms will be
transformed into rock stars, rap stars, pop stars and teen idols and placed on the front of magazine covers,
digipaks, websites, advertising posters and music videos. It is almost impossible to imagine.
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Explore last year’s exemplar on YouTube : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fFentUGUJuk (Moonshine
Bruno Mars Music Video A2 Media) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jwA9MXM_tOE (Four Days A2
Media Coursework)
So despite a rumour of Justin Bieber moving to Bishop’s Avenue, East Finchley, it may have just been a Bishop
Douglass Media student striving for artistic excellence! Sorry!
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Music
Mid-Winter Music Festival

Live Gig

To showcase the fantastic talent in the Music
Department, this term saw a three day music festival
celebrating the wealth of talent at Bishop Douglass.

The second concert of the festival featured many of
the students learning guitar and drums. Juliet Ramirez
9M began the concer t with a ver y catchy piece of
Ska music which got students bouncing in their seats.
This was followed by a FANTASTIC first
performance for Mason Booker 7M who played Rock
City. This was a firm favourite with the audience and
helped create a great atmosphere for the final act of
the concert, Future Revolutions. Performing pieces by
Daft Punk and Bruno Mars, the year 9 band got
students clapping and singing along to their highly
original and enjoyable performance!

Piano Recital
The Mid-Winter Music Festival commenced with a
very sophisticated piano recital. The recital included
students from year 7 all the way through to 6th Form.
The concert began with fine performance debuts for
Nicholas Chong 7C, Patrycja Kosik 7C and Rachel
Ogunnimo 7F. This was followed by two mor e
experienced performers from the GCSE classes, Yui
Utsugi 9F and Annie Yao 11O, who showed gr eat
skill and musical talent in overcoming two
challenging pieces. The concert concluded with
Hamayoon Tavan 12O per for ming a ver y delicate
and emotive piece, Kiss the Clouds.

Gospel Choir
The Gospel Choir, who have attracted large crowds at
previous concerts, did so again this time around!
Students squeezed into the Drama Studio to hear a
18 and classic gospel songs. The
mix of traditional
concert featured many great solos by a variety of
students singing for the first time. The audience left
uplifted as the curtain came down on another
successful lunchtime music festival at Bishop
Douglass School.
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PE
Message from Mr O’Brien
The benefits of engaging in physical activity are vast, it raises energy levels, helps relieve stress,
makes you feel good and has numerous health benefits. As part of our continual drive for leading
healthy lifestyles we are encouraging all pupils to make a New Year’s resolution that will have a
tremendous impact on their lives. Each student will join at least one extra-curricular club and
undertake an extra hour of physical activity each week outside of curriculum time.
Have a merry Christmas and a happy New Year .
Head of PE

Basketball
Well done to the Year 11 Basketball squad for
finishing joint top in the Barnet Championship
Tournament. League matches will be played
throughout the winter season up until February
half-term.

Football
Both the Year 7’s and Year 11 teams have
made good starts to the 2016-17 season, with
away victories for both teams. The Year 7’s
beat Compton 3-2 and the Year 11’s beat
Hendon 6-2, with the later then following this
up with an away 1-1 draw against Whitefield
school.

Isaac Abdulahi 11C, Arian Ahmadi 11C, Gioash
Ramiro 11F , Lauerelio Espardinez 11C, Dennis
Manimtim 11M , Marcelo Zapata Hernandez
11O and Yu Chun Huang 11O.

Well done to 6 Owen who beat 6 More 3-1 in
the 2016 sixth form inter tutor tournament. In
addition, the event and spectators helped to
raise £200 towards the senior citizens fund
raising event.
6 Owen Winners: Benny Mwepu 12O , Aiden
18 Patryk Sarna 12C, Vladimir
Delor 12O,
Socolnic 12C, Diego Tonette 12O, Peterson
Nyariki 12O, Jazib Khawaja 12Oand
Krzysztof Janicki 12O.
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PE
Fitness Club
The fitness club continues to be extremely popular with
both staff and students taking part in developing and
implementing their own personal exercise plans. Please
see the extra-curricular timetable for dates and times.

Trampoline Club

Trampolining is a very popular activity at Bishop
Douglass but we are always looking for new
members to attend our clubs on Tuesday after
school. We cater for absolute beginners all the
way to level 10 students.

Bishop Douglass Youth Club
The Bishop Douglass Youth Club students were treated to
a magnificent display of fireworks during Novembers
BDYC. After they enjoyed an afternoon of active fun, the
students had time to relax with some freshly cooked pizza
as the staff set up18
the evening’s entertainment. A total of
80 pupils attended the event with a further few dozen
looking out of classroom windows…along with a few
teachers. BDYC will continue throughout 2017 as we
look to offer an increasing range of leisure activities as
well as our more active sports. All details can be found in
the weekly parent newsletter.
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Model UN
LIMUN conference (19th-20th November)
The elation of coming to the end of yet another difficult week initially seemed to be eliminated with the prospect
of a weekend long London International Model United Nations (LIMUN) conference around the corner. This
thought however proved to be of utmost absurdity as this LIMUN conference was unequivocally amongst the
best ways to spend a weekend delivering a series of small astonishments.
Saturday morning began with specks of anxiety between UN first comers and even the ‘professionals’ within the
group; however as the saying goes ‘you won’t know unless you try’ so audaciously we swallowed our fears and
set out to the challenge ahead of us. Upon arrival, the early hours served a gracious time to prepare final notes
and practice our speeches together before splitting into our respective committees. Midday saw the commencing
of committee sessions with issues including biological warfare, the rights of indigenous peoples, sustainable
development and possible solutions to the South Sudanese civil war being discussed. Sessions began rather
tensely with it proving difficult to get the ball rolling; with encouragement from the chairs and willingness to
share ideas debate was in full throttle after an hour or so. Vigorous discussions were brought to an unappealing
end due to time restrictions leaving delegates fuming to go on Sunday morning.
A new day meant a fresh start for all delegates, revising debates of the previous day and beginning to draft
resolutions. With fatigue beginning to set in, a final push was required from all delegates helping to elevate the
efforts and mood in sessions. By the end of the negotiations, all delegates had made a circle of friends united in
ideals making the feeling of togetherness palpable in the corridors of King's College.
The awards ceremony added to the jubilation of the weekend highlighted through the success amongst Bishop
Douglass delegates. Lucelia Agostinho 11O, first time delegate, was praised for playing a pivotal role in the
success of the Human rights committee. Moreover Lucas Lazar 9C was awarded with the ‘Distinguished
delegate’ award proving what an immense character he was in the Disarmament and International Security
Committee (DISEC). Caeser Obi 11F, another fir st time delegate, had numer ous successes within his
committee despite initial fears. At the end of the day everyone was terribly reluctant to leave the campus but
every good thing comes to an end. Madam Nicholl’s selfless efforts paved the way for what proved to be a truly
excellent, enjoyable and vastly informative LIMUN weekend. Now all we need is a week’s long conference...
By Ben Peprah-Tabiri Moore 11F
By

Ben Peprah-Tabiri Moore 11F
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Lucas Lazar 9C receives his certificate.
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Science
Girls into Science – Trip to Middlesex University
Five students from Year 10 and five students from Year 12 went on a trip to Middlesex University to explore
higher education and possible careers for women in Science. A few of the students have shared their experience of
the day.
“In Biomedical Engineering Scientists work to save lives. We mimicked this by saving eggs. We had to work with
students from other schools and use our initiative to save our egg from an 8ft drop using raw materials. It gave us
a glimpse into the skills required for future jobs within the biomedical engineering branch. Overall it was an
engaging, energetic and educational experience”. Valerie Moore 12S

The girls dropping their successful egg protectors
The girls with their robots before going to battle.

“We went on a trip to Middlesex University which was based on making girls more active in Science careers.
We partook in many different exciting activities such as extracting DNA from peas, programming robots,
designing a protector to save an egg from an 8ft drop and spray painting18
a wall with graffiti. It was very
interesting to see how even the smallest things in life have DNA. The process may have been long, but the end
result was quite fascinating. We got to preserve the DNA in necklaces. Then we had a robot war where we
battled computer programed robots against each other, and we instructed the robots to do what we wanted
them to do. At the end of the day, we used graffiti to make our mark on a wall, and it was like a statement to
show how girls should get more active in STEM or scientific careers”.
Ahunna Echemuna 10F and Xenia James 10F
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Sociology
A sociological analysis of the commercialisation of Christmas
Christmas adverts are seen as promoting consumerism and oppressing the working class by Marxists sociologists.
It is argued that the working class are abused by the ruling class in that families are targeted by the ruling class to
‘keep up with the Joneses’, consuming all the latest products. They also target children for them to use their
‘pester power’ to persuade parents into buying more and they acknowledge that children who lack the latest
clothes or ‘must have’ gadgets are mocked by their peers.

However, this year’s Sainsbury’s advert would please many Marxists as it rejects the idea of gift giving in the
materialistic sense, suggesting that the real gift of Christmas should be giving yourself to your family. This also
shows the rejection of the ‘ideal’ family type (the nuclear family) as Sainsbury’s acknowledges the different
family types. Despite this, Marxists would be less than impressed with the Littlewoods advert, promoting the
idea of consumerism and what they would see as exploitation of the family; this is shown through displaying their
new items through the ‘Christmas Walk’.
Feminists will be impressed with the M&S advert this year as it shows Mrs.Claus playing a vital role in gift
giving which is a male dominated industry at this time of year. She is usually waiting in the workshop for her
husband to return however, this advert has empowered Mrs.Claus. She is shown in a caring role, relating to
Parson’s view on the expressive role of women in modern society. Similarly, this is also shown through the Boots
advert, whereby women are shown to be appreciated for working through Christmas day. However, radical
feminists may argue that, although the women are in roles showing them to be heroic such as firefighters and
paramedics, there is still a key reference to their sexuality through the need to involve make up and this could be
seen as women being objectified.
Overall, the true meaning of Christmas can be argued to be lost through commercialisation. Referring back to the
biblical sense of Christmas, this time of year should be centred around family and giving back to others.
Although, perhaps this idea of giving back to the people around us is seen throughout all adverts, just with
different companies having different agendas.
By Emily Hopwood 13A and Laura Capitelli 13A
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M&S

Term Dates 2016-2017
N.B: All dates are correct at time of going to press. They are ALL subject to change.

2016/2017 Term Dates
SPRING TERM 2017
First Half: Friday, 6th January Staff Inset Day
Monday, 9th January—Friday, 10th February
Half-term: Monday, 13th February – Friday, 17th February
Second Half: Monday, 20th February – Friday, 31st March
SUMMER TERM 2017
First Half: Tuesday, 18th April – Friday, 26th May
May Day: Monday, 1st May
Half-term: Monday, 29th May – Friday, 2nd June
Second Half: Monday, 5th June – Wednesday, 20th July

Key Dates Spring Term 2017

11th January - Year 11 Parents Evening
8th February - Sixth Form Parents Evening

Wishing all our families a happy, holy Christmas and New Year.

Bishop Douglass School
Hamilton Road,
London N2 0SQ
Tel: 020 8444 5211
Fax: 020 8444 0416
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