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Christmas begins with Christ

The Christmas Nativity Scene designed and created by Mr Castano Ospina
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The Advent Service

BD wins RHS Green Plan It competition 2017
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A Christmas Message
Ryan’s Ramblings…………………
The First Term always seems the longest, the busiest and the most trying. I often ask myself: “Why?” Then of
course I realise time and time again: because it is the “first”!
The first is always hard because it is “the first”. First step, first word, first tear, first school, first date, first
love, first break-up etc… So why shouldn’t the “first term” be singled out in a similar way? In Bishop
Douglass we pride ourselves on BEING first! First to reach out, first to support, first to pick up the pieces
when things break down and we pride ourselves in putting things back together. In these days of technology
where terabytes have replaced megabytes what hasn’t changed is the human heart. Remember jigsaw
puzzles? Always a favourite Christmas gift from Aunts and Uncles that didn’t particularly like you (me in this
case!) I never had the patience, the desire or the will to put 100/ 500/ 1000 pieces of a painting together that someone has deliberately
cut up in multiples just described. What’s the point?
Had someone once said to me in giving me a puzzle: “Kevin this is a bit like life. It needs work…its all there, its complete, there is
nothing missing. All you have to do is take your time and put together the pieces that fit together. You don’t need to do it all at once.
There is no “expiration date” and there is no “best before” date. It is yours to do with as you please, when you please. There is no rush.
Take as much time as you want and let the pieces fall into place.”
I had always felt that jigsaws were from people that didn’t like me! Why give a child a mangled picture, a portrait and tell them “just
put it together.” Now children are into PS4 (I think), X-Boxes….Call of Duty…I even see adults getting hooked into technology on
“smart phones” with that silly farm thingy my sisters are all into and dare I say “Candy Crush”? All the gadgets we are using are
actually stopping us from communicating: the very thing they are meant to ease and help! I hear husbands email their wives to tell them
when they’ll be home for dinner. I have brothers in community who do the same… so with all our technology we actually have a
breakdown in communication: But I sent you an email! I sent you a text! I left you a message! Good grief! Communication is hard!
So, when a new Term starts, particularly in a New Year when we have new staff and new sixth formers and year sevens sandwiching a
community of year 8-11 from an “old Bishop Douglass community” the first weeks were going to be groundbreaking.
A very important item on our agenda in the first term is always the year seven retreats. Getting a place, getting a date, getting staff is
always a jigsaw in itself. The results however are always truly spectacular. This year, and folk tell me I say this every year, there was a
difference. When young people are brought together for the first time it is always a risk. The risk is in taking them and stretching them.
The risk is – they might crack. The risk is worth it, because young people don’t crack. This year was remarkable. In the safety of our
school community our year sevens have grown and developed so well. Our retreats have reinforced the need to listen, to share, to
communicate, to belong. That’s what we do here at BD. We belong. We took the first step in coming. It will be a long journey. Not all
the pieces will fit immediately but when we listen to each other, when we communicate with each other and support one another, the
pieces will fall neatly and perfectly into place.
November is a month of special remembrance when for many who are dear to us their journey has ended. Their puzzle is complete.
November is also a remembrance of those puzzles which will never be completed because of the lack of communication and greedy
selfishness which is the cause of all wars. We remember those whose lives were taken from them brutally…and pray for an end to wars
and conflict everywhere.
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December is always a time of expectant hope – as we put all the pieces together as we strive to bring this first term to a good end. In
putting the first term to an end we welcome the Lord in his Nativity at Christmas and so the cycle continues: that the Prince of Peace
will enable each and every one of us to be people of peace, growing together in holiness. My prayer then is always the same: may
everyone we meet be happier for the meeting.
Every blessing to you and yours,
Fr. Kevin - Chaplain
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Headteacher’s Message
Dear Parent and Carers
This has been a wonderful term, I am delighted with the progress of the school, and no doubt
we have been spurred on by our very strong exam performance last year, which saw us in the
top 100 schools in the country for progress. I believe that we are becoming the academic
power house of Barnet Schools. Our English results put us in the top 15% of the country; I
particularly thank Madam Prina and her hard working team. Whilst I appreciate that parents
and children will want to enjoy family and leisure time together, I hope that our pupils will
take advantage of the extended break to consolidate their learning, revising, studying and
reading over the holidays. We have continued with our effort to ensure students develop a
culture of hard work, perseverance and love of learning. In these uncertain times, I feel it is
ever more important for our children to gain qualifications and skills to enable them to
achieve in an ever more challenging landscape.
The school has benefitted from considerable capital expenditure over the last few years.
Over the summer, all of the heating and water pipe system in the school has been renewed
which at least, means we are warmer and far more comfortable than anyone remembers. The
programme of refurbishment will continue, as we have secured some funding to develop the
technology rooms at the front of the school which are in desperate need of renovation.
It is always sad at this time of year to say goodbye to staff who are moving on. We congratulate Madam Townsend who,
after eight years at Bishop Douglass is moving to a Deputy Headteacher role. We say goodbye to Madam Martin-West
from the English Department, who is moving for promotion and we wish her all the very best. We also thank Mr Frempong,
who is moving on to pastures new, for his contribution this term.
The spirit of Bishop Douglass is generous and selfless; I was moved by the efforts of staff and particularly pupils in sixth
form and year 10 who hosted the Senior Citizens party which was merry and festive affair.
We have assembled Christmas Hampers to be distributed, to those in need locally. We are concerned as a Catholic
community that more people than ever are living on the streets and that poverty has increased. We are determined to do
something collectively to redress this. This year hampers will be distributed through the Parish offices of Mary Immaculate
and St. Gregory the Great in High Barnet’ (Diocese of Westminster).
Can I commend to you, this edition of ‘The Douglass’ and can I thank Madam Wilkhu for her editorial skills. I particularly
enjoy reading the children's contributions and reading about the trip to China, which is the first time Bishop Douglass has
ventured so far afield.
We are so lucky at Bishop Douglass to have the support of our Chaplain, Fr Kevin, who is always here to support and
spiritually guide both staff and pupils. His contribution to the Catholic Life of the school is invaluable.
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May I take this opportunity to thank you all for your ongoing support this term and to wish you all a happy, holy and
peaceful Christmas with family, friends and loved ones.
Martin Tissot
Executive Headteacher
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From the Editor
Welcome to the Christmas 2017 edition of The Douglass. Every year I write that
the Autumn term at Bishop Douglass is a hectic one – and true to form, the same
can be said of this term. GCSE and A level students have been busy sitting their
December mock exams and the school is preparing for the final end of term holy
celebrations such as the Advent Service on Wednesday 13th December. I especially
enjoyed the Senior Citizen’s Party on Thursday 7th December. It was an absolute
delight to witness our year 10 and sixth form students organising, planning, fund
raising and entertaining on the night. An astonishing £1200 and counting was
raised for this event which is highly commendable.
Some of the highlights of this term have included welcoming the new sixth formers
into year 12 from year 11 and also those from other schools. They have settled into
a challenging pace of academia in the sixth form, but they have also made some time for community work. It
is so encouraging to see the weekly IT for senior citizen’s sessions led by our sixth formers in collaboration
with Age UK. The monthly tea dances also go down very well with our local community. Once a month, sixth
formers serve tea and cakes whilst hosting a tea dance for local elderly members of our community. We have
learnt how to dance the Samba and at the same time we have brightened up the day for our guests. Visiting
Nazareth House on Friday 15th December, a local care home, to sing Christmas carols was also very rewarding
for our sixth formers, and a perfect way to bring Christmas cheer to others.
This term we were fortunate enough to host a third visit from Kyushu High School, a visiting Japanese school.
Their teachers are always impressed with what they see at Bishop Douglass School in terms of our students
welcome and their work ethic. We enjoyed their visit so much that we are hoping to make a trip to visit them
in Japan next academic year. This follows the success of our Beijing trip in October that you will read about in
this edition of the Douglass.
I have just mentioned a few of my most well remembered moments, but you will read about so much more
over the coming pages. This really should give you a flavour of all the hard work and dedication that goes into
building Bishop Douglass School into a Catholic community which is high achieving; successful; spiritual and
serving to our wider community. May I take this opportunity to say a huge thank-you to all that have
contributed to the Christmas edition. Wishing everybody a happy, enjoyable and peaceful Christmas holiday!
Miss Wilkhu,
Assistant Headteacher,
Head of Sixth Form.
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The Advent Service
On Wednesday 13th of December Bishop Douglass staff and students participated in the annual Advent Service,
filled with enthusiastic drama performance, carol singing and many Christmas treats to match the joyful and
warm Christmas spirit that is ever present in the hall. We were reminded during this season of Advent of the
true gift of Christmas. A big thank you to all the staff and students who helped make this a reflective and
prayerful event.
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RE - Catholic Life of the School

September saw the welcoming of year 7 pupils and their families at their first Bishop Douglass School
Mass. It was lovely to see so many supportive family members participating in the sacrament of the
Eucharist and it was great opportunity to welcome people of all religious faiths to our school community.
Our whole school All Saint’s and All Soul’s Mass marked the beginning of our time of remembrance.
This gave all staff and pupils the opportunity to reflect on their beliefs. Our annual Remembrance Day
Service took place as usual, allowing our school community to pray together for all departed souls who
lost their lives at war.
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus taught that Christians should share their time and possessions to help
those in need. This Harvest, we collected non-perishable goods for our local food bank run by St. Mary’s
Catholic Church. Our donations were greatly received. Thank you all for your donations.
Our Advent celebrations have begun in earnest with ‘Two Minutes for Jesus’ every lunchtime; assemblies
and our delightful Advent carol service led by Fr. Kevin. The RE and Performing Arts departments
worked closely to teach us about the ‘Gift of Christmas’. The 15th December saw an array of flashing
Rudolph’s, snowmen and Father Christmas’ alike besieging our beloved school as both pupils and staff
dressed to impress on Christmas Jumper day in aid of the charity ‘Save the Children.’ In addition and
maintaining the Christmas spirit, all form groups were busy collecting goods to make hampers for
families in need within our Diocese.
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Charlie Charalambous 13S; Aiden Delor 13O; Mr Hurley; Patrick Lopes 13O and Diego Tonette 13S presenting Harvest
donations.
6

RE
Once again another busy term for the R.E department! Following the phenomenal success of our summer
results, interventions begin immediately and in earnest. Year 10, year 11 and A-level are all working
towards achieving equal success.
Year 7 began the year with a reflective retreat in line with the curriculum on building community.
Students enjoyed the opportunity to get to know one another and our on-site Chaplain Fr. Kevin.
As part of Black History month, year 8 pupils studied the recently
Vatican approved apparition of our Lady of Kibeho in Rwanda. This is
the only Vatican approved apparition in the whole of Africa and pupils
were fascinated to learn about the visionaries and prophecies they
received.
November is the month of the Holy Souls. Throughout this month key
stage 3 classes attended remembrance services in the chapel and had an
opportunity to reflect on life after death. As a school community we
remembered those close to us who have gone to their rest in the book of
remembrance. Each week throughout November those named in the book
were prayed for at Friday mass. Many staff and pupils welcomed the
opportunity to remember. Pupils had the opportunity to devise their own
services which are relevant and personal to the lives of young people
today.
In preparation for the year 7 study of the Bible we were fortunate enough
to have a presentation from Gideon’s on the importance of the Bible and the work they do. Year 7’s were
issued with their very own pocket sized New Testament and Psalms which will be of great help to them
academically and spiritually for years to come.
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Sixth Form News
Kyushu High School visit to Bishop
Douglass School
On Wednesday 8th November, Bishop Douglass
School was fortunate enough to host an exchange
visit from Kyushu High School in Japan. The
morning started with a wonderful welcome and
breakfast meeting where 44 Japanese students and 4
members of staff were treated to a full English
breakfast. 20 sixth formers sat with them and
exchanged questions and answers about both London
and Fukuoka. Although our visitors spoke an
intermediate level of English, communication was
made much easier via google translate!
Visitors attended sixth form lessons and were very
impressed.
Mr Iwamoto, their English teacher
commented on the excellent work ethic of our
students as well as the warm welcome which was
extended throughout the visit.
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Our visitors enjoyed being in sixth form lessons for a day.
Here they take an active part in an A level Art lesson.

Jaydine Joseph 13L socialising over breakfast.
8

Sixth Form Open Evening
The Bishop Douglass Sixth Form Open Evening took place on Wednesday 15th November. The evening was a
huge success, year 11 students and some parents attended together with some external students. The evening
began with talks by the Headteacher Mr Tissot; Head of year 11 Mrs Henderson; Head of Sixth Form Miss
Wilkhu; current year 12 student Maedeh Pourhamdany 12W and Charlotte Moore and Tisloh Danboyi who
both left school this summer with top grades at A level.
Parents and students then had an opportunity to visit subject stalls where they could ask teachers about sixth
form courses offered at the school. Stalls were varied and interesting, showcasing exemplar student work,
resources and course descriptions. Current sixth formers were also on hand to answer questions about sixth form
life at Bishop Douglass School. There was a real buzz around the hall and we look forward to welcoming year
11s into the sixth form next year!

Charlotte Moore and Tisloh Danboyi last years Head Girl and
Head Boy

Mr Chaganti enticing students into studying A level Maths.

The top team together
with Miss Wilkhu
have been busy
promoting the sixth
form to local 11-16
schools. Here are
Jesse Towoua 13L,
18
Aiden Delor 13O
(left) and Valerie
Moore 13S and
Habib Njie 13S
(right) at Heartkands
High School Y11
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Sixth Form News
Barnet Safe Drive Stay Alive event
On Monday 13th November, 100 year 12 students together with Miss Gant and Ms Modibi attended a Safe
Driving event at North Finchley Arts Depot. The campaign, which is run in partnership with Barnet
Council; London Ambulance Service; the NHS Trust; the London Fire Brigade; the Metropolitan Police and
Transport for London is aimed at young people aged 16-18. The aim is to promote an awareness of safer driving
at a time when many young people are applying for provisional licenses and beginning to take driving lessons.
The performance was based upon real life experiences and was a real eye opener for our sixth formers. This is
what a few of them had to say about the event:
“The event was a real eye opener, I hope to learn to drive soon and I didn’t really realise that driving can be so
dangerous. This made me think twice about being very careful”. Nima Hashemi 12A
“I am glad that I came along to this performance. It was really sad but hard-hitting. I think every driver in the
country should watch this”. Jalya Ortega 12W
Once again our sixth formers are to be commended for their appropriate sense of behaviour and their overall
smart appearance. This was especially noted by the event organisers.
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Sixth Form and the Community
Since September, the sixth form students from both year 12 and 13 , especially the prefects
and top team, have been involved in a multitude of extracurricular events. As a part of our
strong ethos, we strive to benefit all within the community, both inside and outside of
school.
Within the school many sixth formers serve as role models for the younger years and we
aim to pass on our wisdom from our time in school when we act as mentors for students in
year 7, 8 and 9. This allows us sixth formers to bond, connect and positively develop our
mentees and it is a very gratifying time for both mentor and mentee. To further fulfill our
duties as role models, many students also volunteer to supervise students in the playground and even inside the
lunch hall. As a result of recent prefect meetings, the top team has even more plans to benefit the school
community even further!
The involvement of sixth formers is not limited to the school community, but includes the people who are local in
the area too. For example, there is a Tea Dance that happens once every month for the local elderly. The school
hosts passionate dancers to enjoy themselves whilst dancing, having tea, sandwiches and cake! Us sixth formers
are entirely responsible for the event, from set up, catering, entertainment and cleaning. Other events include the
weekly Age UK sessions where the elderly are given an opportunity to ask for help with their gadgets and general
technological queries.
The top team, both Heads and Deputy Heads, have had the lucky opportunity to deliver assemblies to schools,
such as City of London Academy Highgate Hill, Frien Barnet and Totteridge Academy to express why Bishop
Douglass sixth form is the best sixth form to choose. Similarly, we have attended a progression evening at
Heartlands Secondary school, along with many others, to deliver a similar campaign. Meeting people with high
aspirations and speaking from our experience led to many more people being interested in our wonderful sixth
form. With more meetings and more suggestions, our sixth form
community continues to better those around us.
By Habib Njie 13S Head Boy.
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Pictured above Andrii Koysa 13L and right, Valerie Moore 13S Head Girl
offering their ICT skills to local senior citizens.
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Sixth Form News

Autumn Term Update

UNIVERSITY APPLICATIONS 2017 -18

This has been a busy term with year 13 students applying for university. 78 students are hoping to carry on to
Higher Education (98 % of Year 13) and offers from the universities have been arriving, often within a day or
two of universities receiving applications from UCAS.
We are pleased that two of our students have applied for Medicine: Lenon De Vera 13S and Nneka EkeneMicah 13S. Likewise we are delighted that five students have applied to Cambridge and have received interview
invitations : Vanessa Agiddi 13S (English), Kezzia Macauley 13S (Law), Ariana Malaj 13S (Economics),
Nicolas Wilding 13S (Engineering), and Marie Yamaoka 13S (Natural Sciences). Nicolas Wilding has also
been for interview at Imperial College and we are pleased to announce he has been made an offer of a place
there! Students are also receiving unconditional offers, including Leah Aston’s 13S offer from Queen Mary,
London for English and Creative Writing. The others are from East Anglia to Charlie Charalambous 13S, East
Anglia and Surrey (both to Vanessa Agiddi 13S), and Roehampton (Sara Hajda 13O). We wish them and all
our applicants every success.
Our students have applied to and are receiving offers from some of the UK’s most prestigious universities
including the Universities of Birmingham, Bristol Durham, Exeter, Kings College London, Leeds, Liverpool,
Nottingham, Queen Mary’s University of London, Sheffield, Southampton, UCL , York and Warwick. Students
are becoming increasingly more adventurous, seeking places beyond the South East of England.
Students are applying for courses as diverse as Law, Politics and International Relations through to English,
Geography and History of Art to Business, Economics and Computer Science with Cyber Security.
Thanks must go to all the staff who have tirelessly read and advised on students’ personal statements and who
have written excellent supportive academic references, crucial to students receiving offers of places at their
university of choice for September 2018.
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We wish all of our University hopefuls the best of luck and success with their continued hard work.
Miss S. Chisholm UCAS coordinator

12

Sixth Form News
South Downs Way
As part of the Mark Evison challenge, Fatemah Adat
13S together with a friend, trekked and camped along
the South Downs way during the summer holidays.
This is her account of the adventure.
Our time accomplishing South Downs Way had its ups
and downs, however we had a spectacular time. There
were a number of abrupt changes to our plan but we
saw through them and had learnt valuable lessons from
them. For example on the first day the majority of our
problems had occurred. This included us missing our
coach by a literal minute and then having to wait a few
hours for the next one. Once we had arrived at
Winchester we got lost in the town, but luckily we had
Google maps by our side and we were back on
schedule soon enough.

Despite these hardships the remaining days were much
more smooth and enjoyable. After leaving Exton we
had come across sheep trucks- which you don’t see
everyday!
The trail itself had its ups and downs and we trekked
through mud, manure, sheep and more. But all this just
added to the remarkable experience and created new
amazing memories for the both of us. The locals and
other trekkers were very supportive and had
encouraged us on. The weather was very bipolar but
we had trudged through it. The beginning was
extremely wet and gloomy but as each day blossomed
the days improved greatly leaving behind sunshine.
The food we made wasn’t exactly five-star but it was
edible and that’s all that counts. Practically anything
we ate had tasted good because of our surroundings.
As for the tent, all was well, and everything went
smoothly. Our teamwork was impeccable.
When we arrived at Eastbourne on Sunday we spent
the majority of the day looking around the town as a
reward for our achievement, also stopping by the local
McDonalds for a hard earned meal. We hopped on our
train at 8:59pm to London Victoria and from there we
departed our own separate ways.
Despite all this we definitely cannot forget Jeff the cat
who was with us all the way and the beautiful starry
nights that we witnessed which is now lodged deep
within our memories.

Furthermore to add to our problems we had
encountered a diversion along the trail which had
added extra mileage for us. This had caused us to
completely go off our initial plan and we had to find
other means of reaching our first campsite before
nightfall. But this was not possible and we were forced
by nature to take camp at Exton as a lovely local
permitted us to camp on his green space, for which we
were extremely grateful for.

Overall the experience was extremely eye-opening.
Regardless of the mental and physically challenging
parts to it, we both had made life-long memories that
we will share with others for years to come and hence
18
we would like to say thank you to the Mark Evison
Foundation for making all this come true.
By Fatemah Adat 13S

13

Remembrance Day
The sharp sound of the alarm at 10.50 am on 10 November 2017 heralded the start of an orderly procession by the
whole school community to the playground in order to commemorate Armistice Day (Remembrance Day). Father
Kevin then began the service and whilst some may argue that Remembrance Day is a more secular occasion - an
active demonstration of British Values - the reverential atmosphere was a timely reminder that such values are
synonymous with our Catholic ethos, the gospel values and the spirituality we espouse.
The Head boy and girl accompanied by Mr Murphy, school governor; Dr Williams, one of the longest serving
members of staff; and Mr O’Neil, one of our newer colleagues; processed solemnly towards the podium and laid
their wreaths. The poignant poem ‘In Flanders Field’ by John McCrae, acted as a fitting reflection, resonating
with the sea of poppies worn proudly by students and staff, which filled the playground.
Several staff and students commented on how ‘moving and touching’, they found the experience. One visitor
commended the young people for their impeccable behaviour.
The haunting, ethereal sound of the ‘Last Post’ ended the silent observation of 2 minutes’, a poignant tribute to
those servicemen and women, past and not so distant past, who made the ultimate sacrifice that we might enjoy
peace and freedom today. Despite the chilling wind, the children were reverent and maintained a respectful
silence as they filed back to school.

We Will Remember Them
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Madam McLean Boyd; Father Kevin; Jesse Towuoa 13L;
Valerie Moore 13S and Aiden Delor 13O look on as Mr
Murphy lays his wreath.

Mr O’Neil; Dr Williams; Charlie Charalambous 13S and Mr
Murphy walk on to lay their wreaths.
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The Senior Citizens Party
The Senior Citizens Christmas Party is a firm favourite event amongst staff and pupils each year. The event is
fully funded by charity work by pupils in year 10. This has brought out the competitiveness in the pupils in year
10, each tutor group trying to beat the next in raising funds for the event.
Fundraising events were held from early October and included a variety of ideas such as year 7 cinema club, a
computer game arcade, a raffle (run by Madam Chaganti), cake sales and the hugely popular tuck shop. Tutors
and pupils gave up their time and effort to help run these events at break, lunch and after school. This helped to
generate a real community feel and camaraderie across the year group.
The grand total raised by year 10 continues to grow each day but they have raised more than £1200 which is a
fantastic effort.
I would like to take the opportunity to thank all our parents who helped and supported with the fundraising for
this event.
Mr Hart
Head of Behaviour and Year 10

Carol singing led by students (above) and the bingo
(below) - both of which went down very well.
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Valerie Moore 13S Head Girl entertaining guests.
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The EPQ
The following extract is from Ariana Malaj’s 13S Extended Project Qualification, submitted in November. She
wrote a 5000 word essay exploring the question: Heathrow’s third runway: an opportunity to “crucially boost”
the UK economy or a “seriously flawed” policy?
Introduction:
The expansion of Heathrow airport, through the building of a new runway, has been a controversial scheme
because while it merits economic benefits for the UK such as economic growth, there will be negative
repercussions- particularly concerning harm done to the environment. I believe that the construction of the third
runway will provide significant economic benefits to the economy, as well as resolve the current issue
concerning aviation capacity in Britain. This is a growing problem with demand for air travel forecasted to
double in the following twenty years according to the International Air Transport Association (IATA). However,
the costs of the expansion will have a detrimental and irreversible effect on the economy. While this may be the
case, I believe that the expansion is still justifiable because of the current rate of economic growth and the future
risks to the UK government achieving its macroeconomic objective of growth that is both strong and sustainable.
As demonstrated in figure 1, growth has been stagnant and there is uncertainty surrounding Britain’s economic
future, after leaving the EU. Therefore, it is arguably more imperative that the UK becomes more competitive
through the improvement in its economic performance and capability.

It can be argued that the Heathrow expansion has the potential to be equally damaging as it is beneficial. The
decision was made in 2016 based on the 2015 Airports Commission recommendation, which supported that
building the third runway at Heathrow Airport was the most advantageous policy, to follow through with the
expansion. Before the expansion passed through parliament, there were a list of potential options: building a new
runway in Heathrow, building a second runway in Gatwick and extending the current Heathrow runway. While
the decision has been made, there is still criticism surrounding it, mostly from locals and environmentalists.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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International Air Transport Association, 20 Year Passenger Forecast, 2017 <www.iata.org/publications/store/Pages/20-yearpassenger-forecast.aspx> [Accessed 20 Oct. 2017]
GOV.UK, About us, (n.d.) <www.gov.uk/government/organisations/hm-treasury/about#objectives> [Accessed 20 Oct. 2017]
LHR Airports Limited, Our proposal, (n.d.) <www.heathrow.com/company/company-news-and-information/airports-commission/ourproposal> [Accessed 20 Oct. 2017]
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The EPQ
Regardless of this opposition, there was a need to increase the capacity of UK airports to meet rising demand in
the future which has long been discussed; problems regarding congestion have been fairly common in UK
airports. As early as 2000, forecasts by the Department for Transport disclosed that a rise in air passengers in
2020 could amount to more than four-hundred million with a better part of this amount travelling through
airports in England, the south-east specifically. Therefore, this supports the need for a long term solution thus
making the option to do nothing, another suggestion, unviable. As seen in figure 2, there is a growing need for
Heathrow to expand so that it is able to compete in the global aviation market. Furthermore, the number of
destinations offered by other European airports- Frankfurt, Amsterdam Schiphol and Paris Charles de Gaullegreatly exceeds the amount provided by Heathrow.

The possibility of expanding Heathrow by building a third runway was originally suggested in December 2003
by Alistair Darling who was the Labour Party’s Transport Secretary. Although, when the scheme was suggested
there was opposition from environmental groups and campaigners. Currently, the UK has been exceeding the
European Union’s nitrogen dioxide limit which exhibits the existent air pollution problem in the UK which is
likely to manifest with the expansion. A Thames Estuary hub airport was also suggested by Boris Johnson which
was considered by the Airports Commission.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Airports Commission, Airports Commission: Final Report, (1 July 2015), p.7 <www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/
attachment_data/file/440316/airports-commission-final-report.pdf> [Accessed 20 Oct. 2017]
Bourn, R., Heathrow and surface transport stress, (September 2013), p.2. <www.bettertransport.org.uk/sites/default/files/research18
files/surface-access-final.pdf> [Accessed 20 Oct. 2017]
Aldred, J., Heathrow third runway – timelime of events, (6 September 2012) <www.theguardian.com/environment/2012/sep/06/
heathrow-third-runway-travel-and-transport> [Accessed 20 Oct. 2017]
BBC News, Heathrow protesters set up camp, (12 August 2007) <http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/6943084.stm> [Accessed 20 Oct.
2017]
Neslen, A. European commission issues 'final warning' to UK over air pollution breaches, (15 February 2017) <www.theguardian.com/
environment/2017/feb/15/european-commission-issues-final-warning-to-uk-over-air-pollution-breaches> [Accessed 20 Oct. 2017]
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The EPQ
This suggestion was dismissed but may be considered again in the future. Therefore, this is likely to continue
increasing even after the expansion, hence why this scheme may still be revisited once more.
While the expansion was initially abandoned when the coalition government formed in 2010, the problem of
congestion and the need for airports to increase capacity persisted; this generated the need for potential options to
be revisited. The decision in favour of the expansion was approved by the government on 25 October 2016
although the Development Consent still needs to be gained, a four year process. The runway is estimated to be in
use as early as 2025 but full completion is forecasted to be by 2030. The decision to expand was made in the
wake of the decision to leave the EU, which occurred a few months prior on 23 June, which may have been an
influencing factor. There is uncertainty surrounding the UK’s macroeconomic outlook in the future so the
expansion may aid in ensuring the UK does not face a fall in Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and that its
economy does not lose its competitiveness.
The Labour government were the first party to argue in favour of an expansion, at Heathrow Airport, in 2008.
Theresa May, the Conservative prime minister, was originally against the proposal, affirming that it was
“seriously flawed” when she was the Maidenhead, in Berkshire- a town where greater air traffic will negatively
impact their citizens. However, she is now in favour of the project considering how the decision was passed
through with the Conservative government. During the process of the third runway being approved by the
government, Chris Grayling, the Conservative Secretary of State for Transport from July 2016, described this as
being “truly momentous” and a method to “crucially boost our connections with the rest of the world, supporting
exports, trade and job opportunities” which will be explored in this report.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Airports Commission, Airports Commission: Interim Report, (17 December 2013) pp.179-187 <www.gov.uk/government/uploads/
system/uploads/attachment_data/file/271231/airports-commission-interim-report.pdf> [Accessed 20 Oct. 2017]
BBC News, Heathrow runway plans scrapped by new government, (12 May 2010) <http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/
london/8678282.stm> [Accessed 20 Oct. 2017]
Aldred, J., Heathrow third runway – timelime of events
Department for Transport and Grayling, C., Government decides on new runway at Heathrow, (25 October2016) < www.gov.uk/
government/news/government-decides-on-new-runway-at-heathrow> [Accessed 20 Oct. 2017]
Your Heathrow, Planning process, (2016) <https://your.heathrow.com/localcommunityinformation/next-steps/planning-process>
[Accessed 20 Oct. 2017]
Clark, N., Heathrow in numbers: How much will it cost? When will it be delivered?, (25 October 2016) <www.cityam.com/252197/
heathrow-numbers-much-cost-delivered> [Accessed 20 Oct. 2017]
Topham, G., New runway will be built at Heathrow or Gatwick by 2030, MPs told, (8 February 2016) <www.theguardian.com/
business/2016/feb/08/new-runway-heathrow-gatwick-airport-2030> [Accessed 20 Oct. 2017]
Hunt, A. and Wheeler, B., Brexit: All you need to know about the UK leaving the EU, (2618
September 2017) <www.bbc.co.uk/news/ukpolitics-32810887> [Accessed 20 Oct. 2017]
Aldred, J., Heathrow third runway – timelime of events
BBC News., Heathrow in quotes: What ministers have said in past, (25 October 2016) <www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-37760563>
[Accessed 20 Oct. 2017]
Regan, A., Heathrow third runway: Theresa May's Maidenhead constituents react, (26 October 2016) <www.bbc.co.uk/news/ukengland-37766708> [Accessed 20 Oct. 2017]
Johnstone, R., Government green light for third runway at Heathrow airport, (25 October 2016) <www.publicfinance.co.uk/
news/2016/10/government-green-light-third-runway-heathrow-airport> [Accessed 20 Oct. 2017]
18

Beijing Trip
In the first half term of this academic year, thirty pupils from Bishop Douglass, St Thomas More and St George’s
had the amazing privilege to travel to Beijing in China, for eight exciting days. On our trip we went sightseeing
and visited all the places we had heard of in China - now we were able to see them for real! After a long day of
travelling we all arrived in China safely, and went out to an extraordinary top restaurant in Beijing. After a delicious few hours we got back to the hotel and were all excited for our first full day in China.
On our trip we visited Summer Palace, the place where the Emperors and Empresses of China would have spent
their summers. We visited Wangfujing Street where we saw many Chinese street foods like fried scorpions and
two people were brave enough to try! We went to Beijing Zoo, The Beijing Capital Museum, the Olympic Park,
The Temple of Heaven, we watched a live acrobatics show, visited Tiananmen Square where most of the major
political and congress meetings take place, we went to The Forbidden City, we had a Mandarin lesson, a kungfu
lesson and we visited the Great Wall of China!

In China, most of us experienced what celebrities
go through on a day to day basis with paparazzi
taking photos and staring all the time. China is a
humungous city and is so over populated. As you
can imagine, China is overpopulated with Chinese
people, and they rarely come across people of other
ethnicities. I personally, was probably the highlight
of most Chinese peoples’ day! As some enjoyed
photos being taken of them others like me didn’t.
The amazing thing was, whether we liked it or not,
pictures were still taken and at the end of the day
we always laughed at how people stared and found
it so fascinating that we were in China. Overall,
every single one of us had a pleasant experience
and loved Beijing. I was the only year 9 student
from my school but by the end of the trip I made so
many friends from other schools and even people in
my school that I never knew before. Thanks to the
three wonderful teachers, we were all taken care of
and we all arrived back to London safely.

Top left Octopus dish, the Temple of Heaven, above whole
group photo outside Birds Nest National Stadium.
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Sara Gafari 8O; Beatrix Macahdo 12A; Chinika
McCarthy 9C; Rino Takuchi 12A and Julia Kneer 12A.
By Chinika McCarthy 9C.
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Model UN
Model United Nations also known as Model UN is an
extracurricular activity in which schools and their
students act as the representatives or delegates to a
certain country in the United Nations.

School representing our own
individual countries the main
theme being that of health - some
tackling the issues of women's
health in UNWOMEN and others
child health in UNICEF. which
was the committee I personally
took part in as the Delegate of
Japan with my partner Arian
Ahmadi. At the end of the
conference both I and Arian won awards - his for
being the best delegate and mine for being the most
distinguished delegate. (Caesar Obi 12F and Arian
Ahmadi 12C pictured above).

On the 25th-26th of November and the 6th-7th of
December Bishop Douglass students took part in two
conferences for Model United Nations (MUN)
representing their given countries within their own
individual committees. I personally had the pleasure of
being a part of both conferences as did my peers who
ranged from years 10-13. The first conference which
occurred in November was that of LIMUN (London
International Model United Nations) which is a
conference which is held annually at varying
universities. This year the conference was held at
King's College London, this gave us the opportunity to
talk with many different kinds of students as well as
make new friends outside of our own school.

While speaking out loud to people you have just met
seems intimidating (and it is) overall I believe none of
that matters as the fun you have at the conference is
much greater than the anxiety you may feel leading up
to the event. Overall I believe that MUN is one of the
best extracurricular activities a student can take part in
as it is a way to become an active, more concerned
global citizen, while in this era of globalization, being
globally aware is more important than ever.
Furthermore Model UN builds confidence and
leadership and diplomatic skills plus it’s really fun.
By Caesar Obi 12F

On this occasion all Bishop Douglass students were
assigned the country of Italy to act as a delegate for,
while we were the same country the topic we would
talk about in our respective groups would vary greatly
for example I had to research and then debate the issue
of relations with the UK after Brexit while another
student talked about the small arms trade and the
disarmament of terrorists. LIMUN I personally believe
is one of the hardest if not the hardest conferences for
MUN in England, but I am pleased to say that even
with this pressure the students who were new to MUN
performed exceptionally well, the said students being:
Maedeh Pourhamdany 12W, Kuda Benza 11M and
Arian Ahmadi 12C. While they had no experience
they were given guidance from Madame Nicholls.
While we all tried our best and put in all our efforts we
unfortunately did not receive any rewards. That being
said, two weeks later we travelled to Mulberry girls
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Ms Alexander; Ms Nicholls; Maedeh Pourhamdany
12W; Lucas Lazar 10C; Arian Ahmadi 12C; Kuda
Benza 11M and Caesar Obi 12F.
20

Chess
During the Autumn Term those people who regularly attend the Chess Club have been seeking new challenges.
We have been fortunate that two new chess playing teachers have joined the School and the Chess Club.
Mr Stoker who is presently working in our Mathematics department was willing to take the challenge of playing
multiple games at once, thus allowing our pupils to combine their efforts to wear him down. So far he has proved
equal to the challenge.
Mr O Neil from the RE department has also brought further knowledge of opening repertoires and, is keen to
share his insights with the rest of us. This year we have begun to focus our efforts on preparation for and
promotion of the London Chess Classic. There are specifically two events that have caught our attention because
they are free to enter for all players under the age of 25.
The Rapid-play event on Saturday the 9th December is 6 rounds with time control of 15 minutes with a 10 second
increment per move. The Super Blitz on Sunday 10th December has an even shorter time to make all your
moves… 3 minutes with a 2 second increment per move. We have been playing each other using either of these
time controls for the past month in anticipation of these events.
There are prizes to be won at the London Chess Classic with a particularly generous fund for the event which has
attracted Grandmasters from all over the world. The first prize of £2000 means that most of those that enter will
get the opportunity to play a very quick game against a grandmaster in the group stages as well as 14 other
games within just over 4 hours. The current World Champion Magnus Carlsen and most of the other top 10
players in the world will also be playing at the London Chess Classic separately in the Grand Chess Tour. Those
who play in events at the London Chess Classic are allowed into the Grand Chess Tour auditorium if space is
permitting.

Careers
This year our careers programme has continued with
volunteers coming in on a weekly basis to talk about
their career or ‘portfolio of careers’ which seems to be
the new trend. We are learning more and more about
the fact that as people now live longer, a career for life
is a thing of the past and that young people can now
expect to have a range of careers in their lifetime ‘a
portfolio of careers’. This term pupils have had the
opportunity to talk to a Barrister, a Banker, an
Economist, a Social Worker, a Financial Product
Developer and a 3D Printer who spoke about the
importance of 3D printing for medical purposes –
pictured right.
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Art

Above Sharelle Harper 12A; top right Joyce Buttigieg 12A;
Below April Abad 13S and bottom right Ingrid Tancredi
12C
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Art

Above Klaudia Lupa 12W; top right Angeline Castro 13L;
below Angelica Vallejo 12A and bottom right Habib Njie
13S.
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Business Studies
Pentland Brand Limited is a global business with over 19,000 employees worldwide; this interested year 13
students as we were required to write a report on the recruitment and development process in a large scale
business.
As the rigours of the academic term were coming to an end due to the Christmas break, two representatives of
Pentland Brand Limited visited the school for an informative question and answer session with the year 13
business class. This wonderful opportunity has rewarded us greatly as it has equipped us with ‘’insider’’ business
knowledge for writing the report.
“Such activities have persuaded me to pursue a career in business’’ says Krzysztof Janicki (13O)
They also discussed and demonstrated what an interview would comprise of and what they look for in an
applicant. Interviews offer a chance for businesses and job applicants to learn if they might fit well together.
Interviewees are usually the second stage (after an application) that businesses would take to rule out candidates
as they have the opportunity to meet and first-hand see the confidence levels and any other desirable qualities in a
candidate.
Professional recruitment can lead to efficient staff integration as it ensures that positional staff fit into the culture
of that business. This has proven to be successful as Pentland Brand Limited were awarded by the Great Place to
Work Institute as one of the Best Workplaces in the UK. They were named as 11th in the ‘Best Large Company’
category. We have recently sent off our university applications the next stage may be an interview; this session
has further honed our knowledge on how to prepare for it.
By Nashah Williams 13L
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Kudawashe Benzar 11M; Nelhia Da Silva 13O; Zachary Kadri 13L; Diego Tonette 13O; Patryk Sarna 13L. With Mr
Rubin on the left.
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Drama

The year 7s ventured off to The Unicorn theatre this term to watch the production of ‘Beowulf’. The students were amazed by
the technical side of the show! They especially enjoyed the use of fire and electric guitar!

The year 10 and 11s spent the day at The
Arts Depot to participate in a workshop and
performance called ‘Mobile’.
The GCSE drama groups were exploring
verbatim theatre and were astonished to see
how the company incorporated this style into
their caravan based performance.
Yes, I said caravan! The company performed
to 8 people at a time inside a small caravan!

The year 12 AS Drama group travelled all
the way to the Lyric Hammersmith to take
part in an all day workshop and
performance.
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The lyric hosted Simon Stephens
adaptation of ‘The Seagull’. The students
got a backstage tour of the theatre and
were astonished to see all the work that
goes into one play! The AS Drama group
thoroughly enjoyed it!
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Drama

GCSE & AS Drama are working extremely hard devising for their exams. The drama department will be
inviting family, teachers and friends to these performance in spring term.
Year 11 - ‘Metamorphosis’ by Franz Kafka
Year 10 - ‘Welcome to Thebes’ by Moira Buffini and Brokenville’ by Philip Ridley.
Year 12 - ‘Trojan Barbie’ by Christine Evans and ‘Girls Like That’ by Evan Placey.

We have seen the rise of many fantastic performers in the drama department. Due to their outstanding effort,
skill and enthusiasm the following students have been selected as ‘Performer of the Term’. A huge congratulations to: Brendan Anderson 7W, Anuk Weerawardana 8A, Bianca Pinto 9M, Mariam Ammann 10C, Maria Vasiliev 11C and Arwen Valeza 7F.

&
18
Dance Club have been bust dancing their socks off this term preparing for a dance
show next year. The have been exploring different genre’s of dance such as;
contemporary, commercial and street. Dance Club runs every Thursday 3:104:30pm for year 7-9.
Drama Club are currently beginning to stage a new play called ‘Fugee’, auditions
will be held after Christmas for lead roles. Drama Club runs every Monday 3:104:10pm for all year groups.
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English
It is post-war London in June 1923. Mrs Dalloway
is planning her dazzling party…

AS students from Bishop Douglass who are studying
this challenging post-modern novel as part of their
English Literature course showed their commitment
to their own cultural enhancement by attending a
performance of this play at London's Ambassadors
theatre on an INSET day! The entire class along with
our counterparts from St Thomas More School,
attended this trip and commented on how this play
was brought to life for them. Seeing the zeitgeist of
1920s London brought alive on the stage by a stellar
cast, helped them to understand the central themes of
this complex text.
There were some starts and shocks throughout this
play! All students agreed that the experience of a
matinee in the centre of the magnificent city that
forms the backdrop to the novel was truly impactful!

GCSE English Literature theatre trip: Jekyll and
Hyde…A dark re-imagining of Robert Louis
Stevenson's classic Victorian novel…

40 year 11 GCSE students snapped up their hot ticket
to this sold-out performance at London's Ambassadors
theatre. A sumptuous stage, rubricated
atmospherically against a curtain of jet black, formed
the backdrop to this play in which Jekyll and Hyde
were reimagined as a woman within the confines of a
society in which transgression was a taboo. The
questions that the audience were made to ask
throughout this performance were many: "Was Jekyll
more sinned against than sinning? ", "Did the
oppressive, debauched society of the 19th century
deserve what Jekyll unleashed upon It?" and "Who
was truly moral in this story?".
Perhaps the most vivid details within this startling,
innovative performance were those capturing the
zeitgeist of London in the 19th century. London was
shown to be a dichotomous, hypocritical, debauched,
immoral hot-bed
18 of iniquity! Students such as Filip
Kocik 11F commented that " The spectacle of this
play will have a lasting impact!" whilst Genta Malaj
11F declared her new-found love for the theatre!
Martynas Siuritis 11F stated that "this was an
unforgettable performance” whilst Rashauna Allen
11F said this would certainly make context
memorable in the GCSE exams.
A wonderful afternoon was had by all!
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English
“To be or not to be?”
21 Year 13 A-Level English Literature students,
each with their own existential angst (as can be
expected in this rather pressured school year!),
attended a series of highly academic Hamlet
lectures on Tuesday 21st November. The event
took place in the heart of London at the
Bloomsbury Central Baptist Church and was
attended by some 800 students from Secondary
schools all over London and the South East of
England.

Hamlet – Shakespeare’s immortal play and, according to critic Harold Bloom “the most important work of
literature in the Western literary canon” is a challenging but seminal play. In the A-Level exam students are
assessed on their ability to write critically on it but also on their understanding and engagement with what a
variety of critics have interpreted. These lectures – delivered by scholars and academics from some of the
UK’s leading Russell Group universities – were designed to get students making independent bite-size notes
that they could use in their A-Level exam in June. Most of BD’s students rose to the challenge and could
handle the academic content with ease!
This was certainly a long day of lectures and gave students an insight into the demands and rigours of
university life. There were 4 lectures in total, covering themes such as “Types of madness in Hamlet”,
“Crime and Revenge”, “Hamlet as a Shakespearean Tragedy” and “Exploring the seven soliloquies of
Hamlet”. This is a bumper year for students applying to read English at university and students certainly
left those lectures equipped with an armoury of critics’ quotes that could be used in their summer exam and
beyond.
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Above: Some of our academic high-flyers who attended this day’s lectures and
found these “illuminating” and “vital exam preparation!”
Vanessa Agiddi 13S; Leah Aston 13S; April Abad 13S; Ferdaous Boukhatela 13S
and Kezzia McCauley 13S.
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English
The secrets of a vixen— written by Estefania Henao-Pardo 8A.
Winter Cavanaugh was her name. A fair lady so frail and
vulnerable a single breath could shatter her very existenceis what you would think. Quite the opposite it was.
Poisonous secrets and pretty lies hid behind her cherry lips,
restlessly awaiting the moment they could escape and cause
havoc. Long platinum hair, which was always unruly but
nonetheless perfect, was draped over her shoulders
effortlessly. Her sapphire eyes a treasure map no man could
figure out, yet they screamed out that she was up to no
good. No one knew much about her, apart from the fact that
Winter Cavanaugh was her name.

whole block reeked of horse manure mixed with
cigarettes. Police cars were scattered all around and it
seemed as if the investigators and newsagents had already
infiltrated the building. ”Sherlock Holmes, on the case of
the disappearance of Winter Cavanaugh”, Sherlock
casually said whilst he held his ID out to the policemen as
he sprinted into the pungent building. “Watson, help me
find Jon Snow.” he said in a serious tone as if finding him
was what we had come here for. We trailed around the
apartment until something caught Sherlock’s eye. He
darted forward and snatched up a silver key from
underneath an amusement park flier. A wide grin spread
across his face and his eyes twinkled- an expression i had
never seen on him before. For some reason it made me
feel queasy.

Lately, her face had been plastered on every newspaper you
could find; “‘The Winter Vixen Gets What Was Coming’
“huh” muttered Sherlock unimpressed as he folded up the
newspaper and tossed it into a trash can. He began to walk
at a faster pace, hands in pockets as his trench coat floated
behind him. An unusual tense and unapproachable aura
encased him. I hesitated as I seized his shoulder to make
him slow down (my petite legs could only move so fast),
“So what do you think happened to that woman?” I
enquired whilst I adjusted to his footpace. “Well Watson, is
it not our job to find out?” he smirked, making a face that
said ‘I bet we could find out more in one day than those
measly newsagents could in a lifetime’.

“You must know what this is Watson!” he exclaimed,
without giving me a chance to answer he continued, “this
is the key to that box they found. Those idiots missed
such an important clue, see, I knew I could figure this
whole case out in a single day.” He seemed satisfied but
within two seconds he was already back into detective
mode. “Now to find the box.” “Do you happen to be
Sherlock Holmes?” a man called out from behind. “Oh,
well yes I do happen to be Sherlock Holmes. Do you
happen to be Jon Snow?” Sherlock remarked. “Well yes
I do.” he said in return. The man was short and stubby
with a pot belly just barely restrained by his lurid lime
button-up shirt. A pair of round spectacles sat on his
chubby red nose and crusty mustard clung onto his thick
moustache.

“Hmmmm..interesting. It seems like she was forcefully
abducted from her apartment down in Oxford Street,”
mumbled Sherlock to himself whilst rubbing his chin,” no
one knows exactly what happened to her, but a locked box
was found in an empty room in her apartment.”. Excitement
flashed across his face. He scanned over some papers
quickly and exclaimed “bingo!” when he reached a small
yellow piece of paper. He abruptly punched something into
his phone and within seconds he was absorbed into a
conversation with a so called ‘Jon Snow’. “Ah so you’re the
rumoured Detective Snow taking over this investigation.
Having fun eh?”. Unlike Sherlock, the man on the other
side of the line seemed very serious yet at the same time he
didn’t seem to be very smart. It was a rundown and
decayed. Some of the windows were smashed in and others
were boarded up with rotting wood; it was unsightly and the

18 round an antique chestnut box in the
We were huddled
empty, now crowded room of the apartment. Sherlock
jabbed the key into the lock and wriggled it around until
something clicked inside, “Huzza!” he said in triumph.
He slowly lifted the lid off the box to reveal a blank note
which sat at the bottom of the box. “ABSOLUTELY
NOTHING!” bellowed Jon.
“Be quiet, there’s something on the back.” said Sherlock
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English
A Sherlock story written by Estefania Henao-Pardo 8A.
As he frowned upon the note. At that very moment,
Sherlock showed that to be a detective, you had to live by
one golden rule - always look twice.

away with some other crime they committed”. He kissed
his teeth and slammed the phone back down on the table;
then he proceeded to swipe a pair of shackles from one of
the policeman’s belt, “We’re heading out to the pier
Watson,” he smirked, “we’ve got some criminals to
catch”.

Jon Snow snatched the note from Sherlock’s hands and read
out what was etched onto the note, “DETECTIVE
WATSON”. I stared at him in bewilderment,
“S’cuse me?” I blurted out. Sherlock didn't seem to mind
hence he was still doing deductions of the decrepit box. “It
was you! It has to be you, detain him!” Snow screeched in
hysteria. Before the men reached me, Sherlock stood up and
said disdainfully, “You know nothing Jon Snow.” The men
halted and glared at Sherlock in unison.

By the time we had arrived at the pier, a large pearly boat
by name of Santa Maria, was about to set sail. I caught a
glimpse of a silver strand of hair at the top of the boat.
Upon an upside down wooden crate sat the most
ravishing and eccentric woman my eyes had ever seen.
For a second I felt a pang of guilt since I had a wife but it
instantly disappeared when I saw her face. She was truly
heavenly: every single one of her features was perfect as
if it belonged to a goddess. It was hard to believe she was
a criminal but Sherlock pointing a gun at her and
shouting “GET OFF THE BOAT YOU VIXEN!” made it
all a bit more realistic.

“Obviously it couldn’t have been Watson, he didn't even
know the woman!” “You don’t know that” Snow shot
back.
“Well, I guess I don’t know everything about Watson, but it
still couldn’t have been him since this note is freshly
printed.” said Sherlock. Snow gawked at him, it was
obvious he didn't know what Sherlock was on about thus I
continued, “If this note is freshly printed then it must have
been planted here by the culprit not too long before you
guys arrived.”

The pair of them were put behind bars for falsely
incriminating someone and for felony; Cavanaugh and
Martin had been working together for a while,
committing all kinds of crimes and offences- it was about
time someone put them in check! Sherlock and I were
rewarded for having great intelligence and gravitas,
proving we were fit for the job of being a detective
(unlike Snow who was scolded at for making
assumptions and not handling the case well). Winter
Cavanaugh’s apartment seemed to harbour many more
secrets which led to the discovery of one of the infamous
Four Unsolved Crimes of England. She truly was a Vixen
with secrets. 18

“She’s been missing for over a week so the fact that the so
called proof against Watson was only made after her
disappearance, proves that someone is trying to frame him,”
he began to pace up and down the room, “as for the person
trying to falsely incriminate him, well that’s Winter
Cavanaugh”.
Now we were all befuddled. Sherlock strolled out of the
room and into the hall where he picked up the home
telephone. “Last person on her call list is George Raymond
Martin, the guy who owns the ship trading business down at
the pier. This call was made at 12:28” he glanced down at
his watch, “32 minutes ago, probably 10 minutes before
you guys arrived here. Martin and Cavanaugh must have
been working together so they could abscond in order to get

The End
By Estafania Henao-Parda 8W
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History
This year, Bishop Douglass had the privilege of sending
four A-level students to take part in the Lessons from
Auschwitz project. The experience allowed us not only to
academically understand the Holocaust that occurred 79
years ago but also emotionally. It deepened our
understanding about the capability of mankind to impose
such inhumane methods to other people and one’s
emotional threshold when becoming the victim of such
vitriolic actions. The first step was the orientation. During
the meeting we were given the opportunity to hear an
irreplaceable survival story from Eva Bergman. We heard
the idiosyncrasies of her family’s past, present and future
situation. Eva’s parents had respectable professions; her
mother being a hat maker and her father an architect and
interior designer. This story held such vulnerability as her
mother, Anna, in the hopes of finding her husband in
Auschwitz, was pregnant. Unfortunately her first son died
of pneumonia at 2 months old. However, luck permeated
the story as Anna found her husband and thus resulted in
another pregnancy. Eva was born in 1945 on a coal waggon
on the way to Mauthausen during evacuation. The theme,
‘The Power of Words’ is definitely evident in Eva’s story as
without communication, Anna would not have found her
husband.

exhibitions.
The profound
message was
captivated
through the
curation
of
the
Jewish
people’s
possessions.
For instance
immeasurable
amount of hair, shoes and luggage indicates the stripping
away of their identity. This had a profound effect on us as
it shows humanity’s ability to absolutely reduce fellow
human beings into nothingness when driven by hatred.
Auschwitz-Birkenau was geographically overwhelming.
The vastness of the space exuded a sense of stagnancy.
This coincided with the extremely cold weather which
made our visit more impactful as it resembled the situation
during the Holocaust. Also the inside the barracks we were
given the idea of immense congestion that the victims lived
in. The bunkbeds were so close in proximity that people
were highly susceptible to diseases. We were also shown
conditions of the toilet- victims were only allowed to
relieve themselves at the start and at the end of the day.
This visually showed the Nazis attempt to completely
eradicate the Jews and other minorities by physically,
emotionally and spiritually tormenting them in
unimaginable ways.

Eva’s story was in our minds when we visited the town of
Oświęcim. Here we were talked through its history while
standing on the land that the ‘Great Synagogue’ once
proudly stood on before Nazi rule. This was surrounded by
various Christian churches which indicates the lack of
discrimination towards diversity of faith and individualism
before 1933. We were reminded about the pre-war life of
the Jewish people and how they have assimilated
themselves into the community before the dehumanisation
process. It was saddening to hear that there are no longer
Jewish people inhabiting the town as the result of the
genocide. Upon arriving at Auschwitz 1, the environment
possessed a strong juxtaposition between the beautiful
weather and its dark history. We were met with the words
“Arbeit macht frei” meaning “work will set you free”. This
demonstrates the start of the dehumanisation process of the
Nazi regime as the victims were made to work like lifeless
machines. The buildings in Auschwitz 1 resembled museum

The gas chamber that we have visited has deeply affected
our emotional understanding about the Holocaust. Its
lifelessness in appearance, paralleled its purpose in
terminating people. The scratches on the wall of the
chamber signifies the helplessness that the victims felt not
only in that formidable situation but throughout Nazi rule.
18visit to Auschwitz the rabbi sang a Hebrew
To conclude the
prayer to remember the Jewish people that were tormented
during the Holocaust. We lit candles on the railway as
gesture of respect and commiseration for the victims.

By April Abad 13S, Chelsea Javier 12A and Gabriela
Caser 13L
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ICT
Year 10 Computer Scientists have been learning about hardware and have taken apart a computer to look at the
internal hardware components which make a computer run. They are familiar with the Von Neumann machine
and how a modern day computer will fetch, decode and execute digital instructions.
Ross Ezechuku 10F, Jaime Heano-Pardo 10C, Tehjarne Mellis 10F, Delane Brandy 10F, Jordan Shodeinde 10C, Ebuka Anene
10F, Domenico De Ninno 10C, Vladimir Bursac 10C pictured below.

The year 13 ICT students have been extremely busy
this month preparing for their moderation in January.
They have been using Photoshop and the wide range
of advance tools to develop digital graphics for a wide
range of commercial use. All students start from the
research phase where they aim to obtain inspiration
and then produce initial designs on paper or digitally.
Below are some examples of student work.

Above Kimia Sheikasalami 13O below
Jordan James 13S
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Chiene Chloe Villaneuva 13L
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Maths
A trip to Birmingham University
It was a great experience for us to visit one of the top universities. Through this trip, we were reminded of loads
of ways where mathematics can be used in everyday life. In Biology for example, we can use mathematical
formulae to control the spread of a disease. We did some activities where we interacted with other people who
pretended to be zombies and we looked at the increasing percentage of zombies as well as how we can compose
formulae from that. We also had an opportunity to go around and explore the university and this showed us what
university life is like.
By Rino Takeuchi 12A and Julia Kneer 12A

Ato Ackon-Mensah 12F; Denise Acroda 12F; Lerissa Acosta
12C; Darius Stefan Amarie 12A; Tanisha Antonio 12F; Juan
Benitez 11M; Boris Boateng 12F; Liam Deane-Duprez 12A;
Benyamin Dehghani 11M; Amin Dhaga’alen 12C; Kenneth
Duah-Barimah 12F; Nicholas Feroze 12A; Elena Gkrrimpizi
11F; Flossy Grounds 12W; Barnabus Grunwald 12A; Nima
Hashemi 12A; Julia Kneer 12A; Daniel Koroma 12C; Petra
Kovacs 11O; Cameron Lawrence 11M; Daniel MarbothKichak 12A; Ingrid Mendes Limeira 11C; Dylan Mitchell 12F;
Mark Mulindwa 12W; Jordan Munoz-Rodriguez 11F; Jegan
Ndong 12W; Mohamed Norelden 12W; Saam Pashaee 12W;
Daman Sawhney 11F; Daniel Shanganoo 12A; Martynas
Siuraitis 11F; Leilanie Tacanay 12C; Rino Takeuchi 12A;
Ingrid Tancredi 12C; Max Walczak 11F; James Warner 11F
and Annie Yao 12A.
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Music
Singing at Bishop Douglass School in fine voice...
Bishop Douglass Gospel Choir
The BDGC has been part of the music department for many years and still provides students (and staff) with a
great opportunity to praise and unwind every Thursday after school. Led by the fantastic Ms Morrison, the choir
performs a range of tradition and contemporary Gospel music. In preparation for this year's Advent Service over
40 students attended the Kickstarter launch event. Keep an ear out for the choir at future Bishop Douglass events.
Bishop Douglass School Choir
The BDSC is new to 2017 and allows students from all year groups to join together in singing unique and
original arrangements of well known popular songs. Students aim to learn a song in a lunchtime and have been
preparing songs by groups such as Kings of Leon and Pentatonix. The choir has again been led by Ms Morrison
and accompanied by Mr Windsor and Juliet Ramirez (10M) on guitar.
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PE
Message from Mr O’Brien
As we all know, the benefits of engaging in physical activity are vast, it raises energy levels, helps relieve stress, makes you feel good and has numerous health benefits. So, as part of our continual drive
for leading healthy lifestyles we are encouraging all pupils to make a New Year’s resolution that will
have a tremendous impact on their lives. Each student will join at least one extra-curricular club and
undertake an extra hour of physical activity each week outside of curriculum time. Please see attached
our extra-curricular clubs provision for January – February.
Have a merry Christmas and a happy New Year
Mr O’Brien
Head of PE

Basketball
The current Champions of Barnet, The year 11 team, start their season off in style!
To prepare the champions for the season ahead, a friendly fixture was arranged with Slavatorian College. This
proved to be the perfect warm up match for the year 11s, as Salvatorian’s proved to be an extremely competent
opponent. A nervy first quarter saw the game even at 8-8 but the BD team soon found their rhythm in the second
quarter to take the lead and went on to dominate the game in the second half of the match. The score finished 5626 and was a fantastic opportunity to rotate the squad and try out new emerging players.
Year 11 squad: Angelo Jimenez (C), Edgar Escartin, Tehjarne Mellis, Patryk Rosak, Gideon Larn, Luke
Mercer Jeamar Rose, Jordan Munoz.and Kuda Benza.
The full basketball season will be getting underway in January 2018.
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PE
PE Clubs January - February 2018
(Please see weekly parent bulletin for fixtures and tournaments).
Lunch-time
1.30 – 2pm

After school
3.10 – 4.30pm

Monday

Trampoline (3.10 – 4.20) Mr O’Brien

Fitness Suite – Mr O’Brien

Fitness (3.20 - 4.20)

Basketball Club

Basketball (3.20 - 4.20) Mr Hart key stage 3
Basketball (4.20 - 5.20) key stage 4
Football

(3.10 – 4.20) Mr Sozzi

Table – tennis (3.10 – 4.20) Ms Merrett
Tuesday

Fitness Suite – Ms Merrett
Fixtures evening
Basketball Club

Wednesday Club – Girls only
- Badminton
- Basketball
- Fitness
- Netball/Football
Ms Merritt + Ms Tuitt

Wednesday

Fitness Suite – Mr O’Brien
Basketball Club

GCSE + BTEC intervention

Thursday

Dance Club – Ms McCrone

Friday

18

Fitness Suite – Ms Tuitt
Basketball Club

Fitness suite- ALL
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PE
Year 9/10 Girls Rugby Fixture
On the afternoon of the first of November Mr O’Brien, Miss Tuitt and myself took 10 students from years 9 and
10 to compete in a Saracens Hitz Girls Rugby tournament at Allianz Park.
The girls took a minute to stir from an absent slumber to hit Southgate with the first scoring try. Jemima as she
does at every match, shone brightest yielding the first and an additional try to put BD on the map. Counterattacking performed by Leah, Cristelle, Monique, Chipego and Jessica was amazing, a couple of strong shoves
and falling tackles led to a try for Mariam & Cristina after some smart offloads by Gloria and Jorja to end the first
game with a final score of 4-2.
The girls continued to play with outstanding form in their second game against St. James, they were quick, slick,
direct and clever. Cristina, Leah, Mariam, Gloria and Jemima dominated the match in terms of possession and territory and won tries handsomely in the opening half thanks to their dominance up front. The girls walked away
confident with a leading score of 5-2.
There is little consolation in the last game against Compton that the score board did not reflect the girls endeavour
in spite of a good defensive wall in the first half and dominating play. The girls faced tough competition, against a
school with Saracens training and made a few too many errors and poor decisions on the ball. In the face of this
adversity our girls showed strength, pulling together to perform some spectacular tackles, pushing their opponents
outside and away from the scoring try line. BD was placed runners after a final score of 3-1.
Ms Merrett
Physical Education Department
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Chipego Kalebwe 9M; Christelle Larnyoh 9F; Jessica Harper 9C ; Leah Griffin 10F ; Monique Hart 10C; Mariam
Njie 10F; Cristina Agostinho 10M; Gloria Fanokun 10M ;
Jorja Harris-Noonan 10C and Jemima Idikayi 10M
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Science
Royal Horticultural Society - ‘Green Plan It Challenge’ Autumn 2017
Our two groups from year 8 and year 9 have worked hard throughout this term to produce their garden design
plan, meeting their professional mentors for 2 hours each week.
The year 9 group has produced a design for the grass rectangle adjacent to the covered area.
explained what they have done.

The group

‘Our main theme is To be ‘BEAUTIFUL AND USEFUL…’ and we worked through these stages







Reviewing the school site and deciding on the best area
Surveying the chosen site and testing the soil
Class survey on what students want from the site and deciding on ‘the brief’
Sharing ideas for the main theme, sketching initial plans and building the prototype model
Visit to Alexandra Palace and garden centre, leading to plant choices
Building the scale model
We presented our report to our science group and
showed them our model and explained what was
not clear. We presented this again on 13th
December at Capel Manor, in competition with 10
other London schools and we won!
We enjoyed the project very much and learnt a lot.
Many of us want to keep gardening and garden
design in our lives!

By Salma Amri 9C, Manuella Mbundu 9C, Stella Win 9C, Alexandra Walczak 9C, Josh Messeter 9C and Paul Cusack 9C
all pictured above

Both groups did exceptionally well in the competition, beating eight other schools in this London-wide
competition. The group were introduced by the organisers as 'Brilliant 18
Bishop Douglass'. The Year 9 JAMPSS
group were particularly praised for their involvement of their whole Science class and the quality of their
report, model and verbal presentations.
We will be opening up the Gardening group to all members of the school from late January, and look forward to
seeing lots of students earning green fingers!
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Sociology
The Christmas lights are twinkling, the tree is up and Starbucks have showcased their collection of Christmas
drinks. “The most wonderful time of the year”, however as both a Media and Sociology student I can’t help but
feel like the true spirit of Christmas has been replaced with commercial capitalism (I’m not complaining I love
presents). That’s not to say Christmas isn’t a delightful time, it’s just that I don’t feel like having £0.00 in my
bank account on January 1st. In my quest to find the culprit I open Google and see it staring right at me - big
budget Christmas advertisement. So here it is, a sixth formers sociological analysis of this years “best” Christmas
adverts.
The Debenhams Christmas advert (my personal favourite) follows a modern adaption of the iconic Cinderella
story. This classic however has been infused with twitter hashtags and glitter stiletto. Narrated by the ever loved
Ewan McGregor the ‘Prince’ used twitter to find his Cinderella using the hashtag #findmyshoe after she gets off
the train at her stop before he can talk to her. The media picks up on the story and fate as always steps in as they
reunite on the street and we are left with McGregor walking down the road with the words “You shall find your
fairy-tale Christmas” splashed on the screen. Although I will say it’s a bit cringe, it’s a nice change from the
usual child’s story revolving around the family, a bit of romance is what we all need this holiday season.
The John Lewis Christmas advert revolves around #mozthemonster, a creature who lives under the bed of a
young boy who at first annoys him and then befriends him. Then the monster keeps him up at night and randomly
buys him a star machine which lights up his room, thus deleting the monster. Friends told me it made them cry
but I felt something innately random in the fact that upon receiving the present the monster disappeared. Here we
see a typical childhood style advert just like their one last year with the penguins.
Finally the M&S advert featuring Paddington the bear, where a thief dressed as Santa is made to re-gift the
presents he stole by an oblivious Paddington bear, and thus realising the error of his ways after seeing the joy of
children opening their presents. It also features the hashtag #lovethebear. This advert captures the Christmas spirit
and wonder found in children’s perspectives of Christmas.
All in all, Marxists would be appalled by Christmas adverts and Feminists would be annoyed that they all place
women in stereotypical oppressive roles. The adverts often represent working class families and do so in order to
strike a familiarity with the viewers. Functionalists would argue other sociologists are looking too deeply into
meaningless media. The Christmas adverts are there to encourage the proletariat to spend their money in the
never ending cycle of capitalism, feeding the bourgeoisie’s bank accounts. Although quite honestly, I think
they’re just a bit of television fun.
By Ferdaous Boukhetala 13S
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John Lewis below, Debenhams right, what is your favourite
Christmas advert?
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Term Dates 2017-2018
N.B: All dates are correct at time of going to press. They are ALL subject to change.

2017/2018 Term Dates

SPRING TERM 2018
First Half: Friday, 5th January – Friday, 9th February
Inset Day Friday 5th January
Half-term: Monday, 12th February – Friday, 16th February
Second Half: Monday, 19th February – Thursday, 29th
March
SUMMER TERM 2018
First Half: Monday, 16th April – Friday, 25th May
May Day: Monday, 7th May
Half-term: Monday, 28th May – Friday, 1st June
Second Half: Monday, 4th June – Friday, 20th July

Key Dates Spring Term 2018
Wednesday 10th January—Year 11 Parents evening
Week beginning 5th February—Whole school assessment week
Wednesday 7th February—6th form Parents Evening

Wishing all our families a happy, holy Christmas and New Year.

Bishop Douglass School
Hamilton Road,
London N2 0SQ
Tel: 020 8444 5211
Fax: 020 8444 0416
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