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Christ is Risen! Alleluia!
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Staff dressed up as their favourite characters to celebrate World Book Day 2018
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An Easter Message
In a couple of weeks we will end this second term with the Celebration of Easter. It is
the most important moment in the life of the Catholic Church, and therefore so vital
in the life of our school. Easter is the moment of God’s yes. God’s yes to life, God’s
yes to us. Easter is the triumph of life over death. I like to see it as a re-creation of a
humanity originally created in the image of God.
Every time we turn inwards we turn our eyes away from the God of love. We shift our
focus onto ourselves becoming self-centred. When that happens, my interests take
centre stage and I forget about the needs and desires of others. When this happens on a global stage I’m sure
you know what the outcome will be. Wars happen because of it. Nation blames nation and enmity occupies
our every thought. Our desires are always to come out on top! Man’s inhumanity to man is legend. Very
often we even say that it is in the name of God that we perpetrate such horrific acts of violence and we alienate
our God even more.
School shootings: we blame God for allowing such horrors! It’s true! T-shirts
are making the rounds in the States: “Dear God, why do you allow such
violence in our schools?” signed, a concerned student and underneath the reply:
“Dear concerned student, I’m not allowed in schools.” God.
In Bishop Douglass there can be no fear of that happening. We are growing
and continuing to improve as we take our “responsibilities” seriously. We
know that we are part of this wonderful creation and that we all have a duty to
make an improvement. Yes, we give out “X”s but that’s only to remind us of
our weaknesses. We also give out e-praise recognising efforts made. One day
each and every one of us will realise that we are part of something truly good
and beautiful and that we all play our part. I know that most of us are already
aware of this. Sometimes we just need a reminder. In this busy Term The
Beast from the East tried to knock us out but our serious students still managed
to make it into school for their classes in spite of the atrocious conditions. Nothing can take away our strong
spirit and sense of belonging. Health and safety made us keep the younger ones at home and we thank you the
parents for enabling us to do that. As I say ad nauseam: it’s when we work together that we thrive. In working
together we work with God making Creation ever more beautiful. That’s why our “Pursuit of excellence”
motto is so true and real. That’s why we know that come Easter we will share a new life that God intends for
18 and solidarity as with our prayer
each and every one of us. So we reach out and we offer a hand of friendship
fasting and almsgiving we show to the world that we are a loving and caring community. We share what we
have and give as generously as we can to those who do not have! Together we are the family of God.
Every blessing to you and yours at this most Holy and precious time.
Fr. Kevin, S.X.
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Headteachers Message
Dear Parent/Carer,
News of Bishop Douglass’ success academically is spreading in the community. I am
delighted that applications to the school have risen and that we are likely to get a full
complement of pupils in September 2018. Our Progress 8 score last year is
confirmed as putting us in the top 10% of schools in the country and we were
delighted to hear in a similar way by the ALPS organisation that we have been in the
top 10% in the country for progress over the past three years. We are of course
absolutely focused on maintaining our strong public examination performance and
continue to pressure and support those that are preparing for public examinations.
As I write, years 10, 11 and Sixth Form are sitting another round of mock
examinations and the consensus thus far is that progress augurs well for results in the
summer.
We are poised to start work on the much needed refurbishment of our Design
Technology rooms. This will provide an updated and pleasant working environment
conducive to the high standards we achieve in this subject discipline.
As I leaf through the pages of The Douglass I am delighted to see evidence of our sporting success as well as
music, art and extra-curricular activities. We ask that all children join at least one extra-curricular club and keep
themselves fit and healthy, ‘mens sana in corpore sano‘.
Last week was science week and each day there was an exciting project taking place to open our children’s eyes
to the wonderful world of science. Ever popular was the visit from Zoo Lab with a selection of weird and
wonderful creatures including snakes, bats and earwigs. As is now tradition at Bishop Douglass staff donned
costumes and fancy dress and Ms Koumi stole the show as a suffragette complete with chains.
We are privileged amongst schools in the Trust to have the wonderful Father Kevin who will lead our Easter
Liturgies. In preparation for Lent we have been holding two minutes for Jesus every day and mass has been very
well attended each Friday. Students have been generous in their donation of Easter Eggs and contributing to the
penny collection on the gate every day.
Two members of staff will be leaving temporarily to give birth, Madam Pantelli and Madam Nichols and we
wish them good health and all the best.
I would like to take this opportunity to wish you and your family a happy
18 and holy Easter. I look forward to
welcoming pupils and staff back to school on Monday 16th April, as normal.
Yours sincerely

Martin Tissot
Headteacher
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From the Editor
We are pleased to present to you another terms worth of hard work and effort in this, the
Easter edition of the Douglass. So many exciting things have been taking place in and
around the school and we hope this magazine gives you a flavour of that. Year 10-13
students have just completed their second round of mock exams and we anticipate another
set of fantastic GCSE and A level results this summer.
As Head of Sixth Form, I am absolutely delighted that the school has been awarded with
another progress certificate from Alps. Bishop Douglass A level results have been in the top
10% nationally for progress made for three years running. What a fantastic accolade—
congratulations to all our students and staff for these excellent results.
Asides from the academic, students and staff have also made time for NSPCC number day, World Book Day
and STEM week amongst many other activities that you will read about in the coming pages. My favourite
moments have included staff dressed up as their favourite characters on World Book Day and the array of
numbers on display on NSPCC number day.
May I take this opportunity to say a huge thank-you to all that have contributed to the Easter edition. Wishing
everybody a happy, enjoyable and peaceful Easter holiday!
Miss Wilkhu,
Assistant Headteacher,
Head of Sixth Form.
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Is that Bishop Douglass or Hogwarts? Madam Ahmed, Madam Cheng and Mr Mendes.
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RE - Catholic Life of the School
In January all year 10 and 11 students were issued with their own revision guides to help them prepare for
mocks and final exams in May. The RE department have insured that both year groups have completed their
courses thus allowing next half term to be pure revision, maximising their chances of exam success. We ask
you to ensure that relevant pupils attend interventions over the holidays and on the weekends in the run up to
the May exams.
Year 11 GCSE exam dates:

Year 10 GCSE exam dates:

Paper 1- Catholic Christianity 14th May 2018
Paper 2 – Judaism 16th May 2018
Paper 3 – Philosophy & Ethics 24th May 2018

Paper 1- Catholic Christianity 14th May 2018
Paper 2 – Judaism 16th May 2018

This term the R.E department hosted an A Level Theology conference for both Bishop Douglass and St.
George’s pupils, led by our very own Mr. P O’Neil who is currently studying for a PhD. This is what some of
the students had to say about the event:
“This was a great opportunity to consolidate topics that I found difficult” – Tony Esfiathatou 12A
“It was helpful to go over topics that I have not looked at since AS” – Tomasz Dusanek 13S
“It was nice to work with different people and show off our skills.” – Jaelay Mukoko 13L
A Level pupils have also attended the annual Professor Keith Ward lecture which broadened their contextual
knowledge of Philosophical and Theological topics.

TenTen
This March, TenTen, the Catholic production
company, revisited our school showing new films
to pupils which enabled engagement with the
subject matter. Pupils continue to be enthralled
by the relevant story lines presented and they
participate fully in the workshop activities. The
coordinator even commented on the exceptional
behaviour and engagement displayed by our year
10’s, which is always nice to hear.
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RE - Catholic Life of the School
Retreat
In January and February all pupils from years 10 and 11, and the many who opted from sixth form, attended
their annual retreat over at the SPEC centre in Harrow. The theme this year was ‘Dry Bones’ from the Prophet
Ezekiel. Pupils enjoyed their time as the retreat was well planned, engaging and meaningful; they were given
opportunities to reflect on personal belief and values.
Residential Sixth Form retreat to SPEC
Our sixth form top-team had the privilege to attend the Catholic Youth Leader residential retreat. This retreat
focused on their relationship with God, developing leadership skills and stepping out of their comfort zones to
provoke thought and independence. “If I were to summarise this retreat it would be; lively, interactive,
impressionable, and honestly fun.” – Valerie Moore Head Girl 13S.
Holocaust Memorial
The 29th of January marks Holocaust Memorial Day, to mark this occasion a temporary display was built in
reception to raise pupil’s awareness of the realities of the Holocaust as well as current similar atrocities that
permeate our society today. As well as this, a short service was led by Father Kevin in memory of all those that
had died in the face of genocide. A Level and GCSE History and Religious Studies pupils received a talk from
the granddaughter of one of the holocaust survivors. She called this story ‘The kindness of strangers’, the story
described how her grandmother was hidden as a young child during the occupation of Berlin in the climate of
the war. The whole family had to leave their homes and escape to the south of France for refuge. Pupils
engaged with her story. Furthermore, pupils and staff were given the opportunity to sign pledge cards to use
their voice and stand up in the face of prejudice and discrimination.
Reconciliation
Throughout the season of Lent, pupils across the school have had the opportunity to partake in the sacrament of
Reconciliation. KS4 pupils expressed their gratitude to Fr. Kevin’s kind manner and support throughout this
sacrament.
Stations of the Cross
During Holy Week KS3 pupils participated in the Stations of the Cross, which took place in our prayer garden.
Pupils solemnly meditated on each station, allowing themselves to understand the true meaning of the Easter
story.
Easter Service
18
Our annual Easter Service on the theme of ‘The Great Sacrifice’ was observed by all pupils and staff. Led by
Fr. Kevin, our school community reflected on the sacrifices of Christ during this Holy Season of Lent.
‘Bring an Egg to School’
A huge thank you to all parents, pupils and staff who have supported Bishop Douglass collect Easter Eggs for
our local community. These Easter Eggs were distributed to North London Hospice and the special education
needs school, Oak Lodge School. They were gratefully received and our schools generosity has been
commended.
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Sixth Form News
Bishop Douglass is very pleased to have received another certificate for outstanding progress in sixth form
results. The certificate is awarded by a body called Alps who measure A level and Btec level 3 performance.
Bishop Douglass sixth form results have placed us in the top 10% of schools for three years running. Well done
to all the students and staff for their consistent hard work, dedication and commitment!

18
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Sixth Form News
Sixth Form University offer update.
Applications to UCAS for university places for September
2018 are complete. 99% of our current Year 13 have applied to
UK universities this academic year with one student intending
to apply abroad.
Our students are receiving offers from some of the best
universities in the country. Students are receiving offers to
study degrees in a wide range of subjects ranging from English
Literature; History; Law; Aeronautical Science; Economics;
Biomedical Sciences and Business management, showing the
diverse interests and talent in the sixth form at Bishop
Douglass School.
We are particularly pleased that some of our students have received offers from universities with world class
reputations including Imperial College; LSE; University College London (UCL ) and Kings College London.
Out of London offers have been received from Durham; York; Birmingham and Exeter.
We should therefore particularly congratulate Nicolas Wilding 13S for his offer from Imperial College to study
Aeronautical Engineering with Bristol as his insurance choice. Likewise Ionut Lazaru 13S has been offered
places at UCL and Bristol to study Economics and is awaiting a decision from LSE. Congratulations also to
Ariana Malaj 13S who has received an offer from LSE to study Economics. Leah Aston 13S has received an
offer from Kings College to study English as has Ferdaous Boukhetala 13S. Shamira Ngwu 13L has received
offers to study Law from Exeter and Birmingham. Head Boy Habib Njie 13S has accepted an offer from
Birmingham to study English and Film and Gabriella Caser 13L has been offered places at Manchester and
Exeter to study Philosophy and History. Tomasz Dusanek 13S has been offered places at Manchester, Leeds
and Bristol to study Geography. Head Girl Valerie Moore 13S likewise has been offered a place to study
Geography at Kings College and Queen Mary’s. The list of congratulations could go on. Of 79 applications, 31
of our university applicants have received offers from the prestigious Russell Group universities, that’s 41%.
Our students are so impressing universities that 8 students have received unconditional offers, amongst them,
Nicole Fayemiwo 13O has received an unconditional offer from Queen Mary’s to study English with creative
writing. Sara Hajda 13O has received an unconditional offer to study 18
Psychology at Roehampton and likewise
Eliza Burnejko 13L has received an offer from Middlesex to study Business.
The time has now arrived for them all to make their final choices. Well done to
all of our applicants. We wish them every success in achieving the grades they
need.
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Sixth Form News
Year 12 university preparation.
On Thursday March 15th year 12 students attended the annual
UCAS Exhibition, which takes place at Brunel University. This
is the time when students intending to apply to university can
talk face to face with representatives from all the universities in
the UK and some from overseas.
The UCAS exhibition also offers the opportunity to attend
seminars on a range of topics such as preparing for student life,
applying to Oxford, Cambridge and for Medicine as well as giving advice on careers in science, the technologies
and law.
The UCAS Exhibition is always a good introduction to the university application process – and it is often a
surprise to many students to see how many other sixth formers attend this and are also applying for the university
places that our own students are hoping to gain.
So it is always a busy day - as well as being a little daunting with over 150 universities having a stall for students
to visit and seminars to attend. However, it provides an excellent starting point for the application process which
will start in earnest after the summer examinations.
This is what some of the year 12 students had to say about the event:
“The trip was very informative, it opened my eyes to the many options for university. Because we could actually
speak to university students, we were able to get a first hand view of what university life is like. We also had the
opportunity to look around a campus university”.
Sharelle Harper 12A
“Before I went to the UCAS trip, I wasn’t sure if I wanted to go to university. I was thinking about doing an
apprenticeship. The trip allowed me to look at different universities , their courses and their requirements.
Personally, Brunel University scholarships caught my attention as I’m also looking to play football at a higher
level. So now I am interested in applying to university to get to a higher level. I also liked Essex University.
Hermes Agostinho 12W
“As an aspiring medical student the UCAS trip was a crucial step in my journey. It was an eye opening experience
that made me realise how demanding this next year will be and that being
18 successful is about starting early and
being consistent in your studies throughout.
Darius Stefan-Amarie 12A
We are pleased that a number of students have applied to the Social Mobility Foundation for mentoring and
support with university applications. This aims to support students from state schools in their application to top
universities. So far Rino Takeuchi 12A and Julia Kneer 12A have been accepted onto the programme. Other
students are awaiting decisions.
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Sixth Form and the Community

Head Girl Valerie Moore 13S (pictured above), Gabriella
Hajda 13L (top right) and Andrii Koysa 13L (pictured right)
have volunteered an hour a week to teach ICT skills to local
members of our community.

As always, Bishop Douglass sixth formers have taken their commitment to community service very seriously.
We have held monthly tea dances for local senior citizens, we have run computer classes in collaboration with
Age UK for another group of senior citizens and we have visited Nazareth House (a local care home) just to
name a few of our endeavours. Sixth formers also help within the school with peer mentoring, volunteering in
lessons and undertaking duties. We are very proud of the community spirit
18 here at Bishop Douglass School!
“Age UK and the Tea Dance is useful for both the senior citizens and the students, where a barrier between
technology and the older generations is broken. These events encourage students to step out of their comfort
zones and demonstrate good leadership skills. This experience helps with university interviews and future
employment. Many charitable events that go on at the school like the Easter Egg donation, the penny collection
and cake sales allow our Catholic values to be upheld too as well as developing us personally”.
Valerie Moore (Head Girl) 13S
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Sixth Form News
As we come to the end of our seven years at Bishop Douglass,
more often than not we find ourselves reflecting on our time here;
thinking about the good and the bad. The pair of us have
experienced school and environment changes and most
importantly, a change in ourselves. We have grown from our year
seven selves (both mentally and physically) into students about to
begin a new path: university. The pair of us have chosen English,
and are coincidentally going to the same university (with
unconditional offers, may we add).
Over our years of attending Bishop Douglass, we have experienced and participated in multitudes of extra
curricular activities within school. We hold fond memories of our schools Jubilee Day, sports day and our
year seven activities week. Moreover, through the schools staff, we were offered an opportunity to experience
a week at a publishing packager, which then in turn allowed us to attain unconditional offers from university.
The sixth form experience at Bishop Douglass, is excellent, and we would not have chosen differently. The
sixth form team and the teaching staff at Bishop Douglass offer an exemplary education - which is why
we're in the top 10% of sixth forms nationally for progress. The trust and support offered by Bishop Douglass
teachers is not something a college could have ever offered us.
Oddly, however, instead of excitement for our impending adventures – we will both miss Bishop Douglass
and the security it has given us over the years. As much as we have grumbled and huffed about school while
growing up, age and time have enabled us to look back fondly on what BD has given us and to look forward
to our secure future at university. We will cherish the friends we have made; the relationships that will follow
us into our futures; a history; a family and of course an excellent education. University will be a whole new
adventure and Bishop Douglass has given us an experience we won’t ever regret, or forget.
By Ferdaous Boukhetala 13S and Leah Aston 13S.
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(Picture taken at an English trip to the poet John Keats house
in Hampstead ) with April Abad 13S.

(Picture taken at the sixth form end of year trip to ZSL zoo
in Regents Park )
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Model UN
Model United Nations, also
known as Model UN or MUN, is
an extra-curricular activity in
which students typically roleplay delegates to the United
Nations and simulate UN
committees. This activity takes
place at MUN conferences,
which is usually organised by a
high school or college MUN
club. At the end of most conferences, outstanding
delegates in each committee are recognized and given
an award certificate; the Best Delegate in each
committee, however, receives a gavel. Thousands of
middle school, high school, and University students
across the country and around the world participate in
Model United Nations, which involves substantial
researching, public speaking, debating, and writing
skills, as well as critical thinking, teamwork, and
leadership abilities
Within our school a total of eight students attended
two MUN conferences in a span of two consecutive
weekend’s. Students from other high schools such as
Mulberry Girls School, Horace Mann School, and
Highgate School represented the United States, China,
and the other member states in their respective
committees. For two days, topics such as water
shortage, terrorism and corruption within countries
were discussed. Every student gave speeches detailing
their country’s position on the topic and offering
possible solutions. Our chairs moderated our debate.
They were either students like ourselves or those in
University who had years of MUN experience. By the
end of both days all committees including my own,
had written a resolution, a document that described the
various stances on the situation of rising tides, water
shortage as well as democratic governance and the
actions that the committee had resolved to take. The
committee voted in favour of adopting the resolution.
It should be noted that on the second weekend at ‘The
American School London’ where we discussed rising
tides and water shortages one member from each

committee that our school had joined received an
award for their contributions and excellent debating
throughout the day. Maheda Pourhamdany 12W
received an award for Best Position Paper, whilst
Arian Ahmadi 12C and Jordan Shodeinde 10C both
won Honourable Mention for their debating. Within
Jordan’s committee the debating became so fierce that
it led to many arguments and created large amounts of
frustration within his committee however with the
support of Lucas Lazar 10F and Raymond Williams
10M, they were able to submit and pass a successful
resolution paper. Additionally in Arian’s and my own
committee we discussed the issue of climate change
and the rising sea levels we face today. Arian as
Netherlands was leading the democratic and peaceful
west aimed to create peaceful solutions that help all
countries; contrastingly I with my Bloc (Russia, China
and Uruguay) aimed to destroy his ideals to the point
that we wanted complete submission of other countries
attempting to force them under our ‘democratic’ rule.
Whilst our attempts failed it was fun for both sides to
oppose each other as was said by a fellow delegate
‘Resist the tyranny of the communist opposition’.
Part of what makes Model UN great, though, is that it
is rapidly re-inventing itself. Today, many MUN
conferences hold simulations that are not UN
committees. In addition to simulations of the Security
Council and General Assembly, many conferences are
running simulations of the US National Security
Council, where delegates represent President Bush and
Condoleezza Rice. Many conferences feature a Joint
Cabinet Crisis, where two or more committees of
delegates are linked together, and the actions taken in
one committee affect the other.

18thank Madam Nicholl who is in charge
I would like to
of the MUN club within our school and who has been
continuously taking us to MUN conferences even in
her pregnant state. I would also like to thank Madam
Sadovski for her help in acting as our guardian for the
second conference at the American School London, if
it were not for her we would not have been able to
attend.
Caeser Obi 12F
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NSPCC Number Day
On Friday 2nd February Bishop Douglass School
participated in the nation-wide NSPCC Number
Day. There were a number of exciting events
taking place throughout the day. The pupils (and
staff) seemed very enthusiastic about Maths and
we made £144.68 for the NSPCC.
Well done to the year 8 winners of the Teacher vs
pupil quiz in the dining hall during lunch: Victoria
Kus 8A; Malgorzata Wilk 8A; Eyobed Tsegaye
8A and Patrycja Hubka 8A.
The teachers were unable to answer the ratio
question which meant that they were defeated! The
teacher team was made up of: Mr Harris; Madam
Venables; Madam Leen and Madam Grounds.

Staff versus students in the maths quiz—students won!

Madam Gant took the number day very seriously and even
made her own Rubik's cube to celebrate the day.
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World Book Day
Bishop Douglass World Book Day 2018 –
Celebrating Women in “The Year of the Woman”!

Amongst the staff who dressed up for World Book Day 2018, the English department pictured top left: Madam Grounds; Madam
Singh; Madam Ingram; Madam Prina; Madam De-Roche Puckerin; Madam Leen and Madam Rothwell as characters from “A Vindication of the Rights of Woman”. The Drama and Music departments pictured top right: Mr Reed; Madam McCrone, Madam Gibb; Mr
Craig and Mr Boys-Leyton as characters from ‘The Hunger Games”.

World Book Day 2018 fell on March 1st – however, this was sadly snowed off by the so-called “Beast from the
East”. So, can you imagine our delight when it was rescheduled for Thursday March 8th – fortuitously, also
“International Women’s Day” and fitting perfectly with our theme for WBD 2018 of books written by female
authors!
This year, our year 7 students, always aware of their “British values”, exercised their democratic rights and
created a petition demanding that those book-loving students who wanted to dress up for this pivotal day of the
literary calendar, should be allowed to. Democracy prevailed and a number of year 7s also came in dressed as
their literary favourites!
And the Bishop Douglass staff created their usual motley parade of literary characters. There were Pirates
walking the playground, Suffragettes storming the corridors (a homage to Mary Wollstonecraft’s seminal work
“A Vindication of the Rights of Woman”), fantastical characters from “The Hunger Games” presiding over the
Drama and Music realms in an incredible array of wigs and colours and18
countless characters from JK Rowling’s
much loved “Harry Potter” series – to name but a few of our efforts.
Throughout the day, a series of writing workshops were organised by Madam Leen, our Literacy co-ordinator.
Students worked with graduates from London’s Russell-Group Goldsmith’s University and some up-and-coming
literary classics were surely penned in those dynamic sessions that students enjoyed so much!
All in all a successful World Book Day 2018 and a great time had by all who got involved!
14

Year 7 dresses up for World Book Day
Douglass Dresses Up!
In our primary school, we would all dress up in crazy costumes on World Book Day. We all had enormous fun
figuring out who we were so we were disappointed to find out that students don’t usually dress up for World Book
Day at Bishop Douglass School. We asked Madam Binz (Head of Year Seven) how we could change this. Madam
said we could make a suggestion in the suggestion box, but World Book Day was drawing near and we needed to
act quickly! On Tuesday 27th February, we started a petition and, by the end of the day, we had approximately 80
signatures and we had written a proposal supported by our tutor team for Mr Tissot.
Due to the inclement weather, we thought World Book Day was cancelled until next year - however, to our
delight, World Book Day was rearranged to the week after and Mr Tissot approved our proposal! On the day, the
students who dressed up had a group photograph taken. Only year seven had the enthusiasm to drum up a petition
and so we were the only year group to dress up. We are so pleased that our proposal was listened to and supported.
As a result, we were able to make a difference to our school. We accomplished something not many people would
have had the willingness or bravery to do and we are very proud of that!
Wiktoria Opulska 7C and Amelia Michalewicz 7F.
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Highly Able
Imperial College Trip
On Wednesday 14th March, I went with my year 10 Triple Science class to Imperial College London for a tour of
their campus. I personally enjoyed the trip due to the fact that the university is the one that I would love to go to
as it has a course in Aeronautical Engineering that I am interested in.
One of the biggest surprises was that the person touring us around the university was in his fourth year of the
same course that I want to do so I took the time to talk to him about the course and most, if not all, of us asked
questions about university life and the courses we could take. It was a pleasure going around the university
campus and visiting all of the major areas, however, I think that the trip could have been improved due to the fact
that we didn’t go into any of the lecture halls and we didn’t do any type of quiz. Although it could have been
improved, the tour was a solid base of information about the university and it made me want to go even more than
I did before.
We all learnt a lot about the university such as The Queen’s Tower is 87 meters tall and that it is being maintained
by the university and that they have two stone lion statues, which are part of a four with the other two being kept
in the grounds of Buckingham Palace. I learnt about student finance and the sort of places that we would live at
whilst at university as well as some of the clubs and groups that we could join. Overall, I think that the university
trip was good, as it is the university that I want to go to and the person touring us is doing the exact same course
as I would like to do.
By: Ebrahim Adat 10F
Triple Scientist
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Year 10 triple scientists at Imperial College for the day.
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Jack Petchey
A total of three winners have been chosen for the Jack Petchey Foundation award for this term. Winners of
this elite award have won £250 which they have spent towards a department of their choice or on an
educational based activity.

Jack Petchey winners
Name of award winner: Maximillian Walczak
Year group: 11F
Reason for award: Maximillian is adored by his form group for his great
smile and bringing a cheer to everyone. He is a fantastic musician, playing
both the piano and violin and is often playing at school events. He has even
played for the King and Queen of Spain! He has been described as helpful,
respectful, mature and an inspiration.
£250 English Department
Cinema Trip
Name of award winner: Nicholas Williams
Year group: 7O
Reason for award: Nicholas is in Year 7 and only started at the school in
September and has already made a difference in what he does. He is always
offering support to those who need to ask a question, about school, about
homework and always willing to help peers and teachers. He takes
disappointments and victories with equal dignity, strength and humility;
setting an example in a humble positive way to his peers.
£250 English Department
Author Visit
Name of award winner: Riku Takeuchi
Year group: 8F
Reason for award: Riku has been described
18 as 'just lovely'. He is always
positive and helping the people around him. He is quiet and extremely humble.
Most people may not know him, but if you ask him for help, he will never say
no. He works hard academically and has a good balance with playing in school
sports teams. He contributes to the school and the wider life of the school.
£250 D&T Department
D&T Workshop
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Careers

Year 8 careers week took place the week beginning 12th March. This is what some of the students had to say
about the event.
“During careers week, four professional workers visited our year 8 assembly to speak to us about their different
jobs. These jobs included a Police Sergeant who used to be Head Girl at Bishop Douglass School, a Doctor, a
Civil Servant, and a man who specialised in shipping marine insurance. They showed and explained their
careers to give us an insight on what we might like to consider becoming in the future. The advice and guidance
given has made me want to research into some of these careers before choosing my options.”
Alison Morales 8F
“The majority of the year group enjoyed the Police Sergeant, she was able to communicate with the audience in
a way where we can relate and understand what she was trying to tell us. She was able to tell us about the
different experiences that she has had and made her job sound fun and interesting and a career path that I may
consider.”
Samuel Kouko 8F
“The visitors were specialised in being a Civil Servant, a Doctor, Shipping Insurance and Policewoman...
although they seem as everyday jobs, they suggested out easy ways to motivate the pupils about their future
career. The pupils were intrigued by the four workers who were able to express their roles in this country in a
positive manner. All four of them kept their presentation simple and understandable; we noticed that they were
very dedicated to their jobs.”
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Payishka Joymangul 8F

“The different type of careers and distinctive jobs were able to catch our attention and motivate us into
following their footsteps. They kept their presentation positive and fun, keeping us entertained whilst they fill in
our interests. In addition, pupils were intrigued by the hard work they went through to get to where they are
today and sends a sharp message that if the hard work is put in today, it will all pay off tomorrow.”
Sirr Kaiyewu 8F
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Ski trip
February half term saw students from Bishop Douglass School embarked on a week-long ski trip to La Molina,
Spain.
Students received at least 5 hours of skiing lessons per day. In no time at all, all students began making light
work of the beginner slopes. Wey Lee 10C, Alex Bureata 10F and Eloise Parkin 8A all showed great skill in
turning effortlessly across the mountain and greatly impressed their instructor with their high level of control
despite being completely new to the sport.
Alongside skiing, throughout the week students also had the opportunity to take part in various apres ski
activities. Arcade nights and Tubing (throwing yourself down a snow track on a large rubber-ring) both proved
extremely popular. There was also a bowling evening which saw Eloise Parkin 8A narrowly beat Mr Reed to
become overall winner with a fantastic high score of 121!
Plans for next year’s trip are already in full swing so if your son or daughter would like to join the trip please
keep contact Mr Reed asap!!!!
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Chess
We have now been focusing on the slower forms of chess and learning techniques to improve the strength of
players’ games at Chess Club on Friday after school. We have also introduced a Monday lunchtime session to
study puzzles where competent players can have fun with fast chess that was the focus of the previous term.
We also continue to welcome those who wish to learn how to play the game at both sessions.
In recent years there have been some pupils from Bishop Douglass School taking part at the Delancey UK
Schools Chess Challenge Megafinals. The rules for qualification were changed last year so that children
between the ages of 11 and 17 were no longer required to qualify through a recognised tournament. They could
enter the Megafinal directly instead and so we invited all those pupils who had shown they could play correctly
with familiarity of tournament rules.
This year the Middlesex Megafinal for children between the ages of 11 and 17 (age on 31st August 2017) takes
place at Harrow High School on Wednesday 11th April in the second week of the Easter holiday. Those who
take part will play six games of rapid play chess during the day. Players have 25 minutes each to play all their
moves. If your clock runs out of time you lose. It is recommended to arrive early so that you can locate the
playing hall and be at your place ready to play at 09:40am.

Namir Ballan 7F and James Warner 11F play a tense game of chess.
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Art and Design
Here are some excellent examples of art work produced by students over the last term.
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Art and Design
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Business Studies

The year 9 Business Studies pupils are very excited to start the Tenner Challenge. They have been given £10 to
fund their new business idea. They aim to make as much profit as possible in four weeks. This challenge will
teach them how business can make a change to them and others, by using creativity and careful planning; giving
them the ability to learn organisational, sales and communication skills to help them launch a good product or
service that will help them reach their goals. In this case, it is to make as much profit as possible within four
weeks at Bishop Douglass School.
They will complete business plans, posters, design logos, handle money and generally become independent in
their own learning. It will also provide an amazing path to learning about business in a practical way and it will
provide a sneak preview of how it is like in the business world.
They will enter weekly competitions and have the opportunity to reflect on their own performances along the
way. This is a great way to make business fun and engaging!
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Nada AlFadli 9W

Monique Jemmott-Brown 9C
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Monique Jemmott-Brown 9C and
Jessica Harper 9C with customers.

Drama
A huge congratulations to year 11 & 10 GCSE drama who have completed their practical exams this
term. After all their hard work, it has finally paid off! The drama department hosted two nights of
performances where family and friends could come and experience their GCSE pieces. We saw the year
11’s transform themselves through physical theatre into gigantic insects in Kafta’s ‘Metamophisis’. Then
the audience were transported to the post- apocalyptic world of ‘Thebes’ and ’Brokenville’ by the year
10’s. Additionally, the year 12 AS group should be praised for their fantastic performances of ‘Girls
Like That’ and ‘Trojan Barbie’ . Thank you to all those who came and supported the performers.

18

This term we have seen the rise of many fantastic performers in the drama department. Due to their
outstanding effort, skill and enthusiasm the following students have been selected as ‘Performer of the
Term’. A huge congratulations to all of them for their hard work and success. Congratulations Nicolas
Williams 7O; Luliana Adamowix 8C; Kyro 9F; Cristina Agostinho10M; Chisom Onuma 11F and
Ailin Sayehban Yr12C.

24

Drama
The Year 8 Othello Trip
The year 8’s ventured off to the Unicorn Theatre
this term to watch a modern adaptation of
‘Othello’. We had a total of 50 students who
attended the trip and each one thoroughly enjoyed
it. Matthias Alvarado Schuneman 8C; Nicolas
Alfaro-Soto 8W; Filipe Conde 8M; Louisa
Papapetrou 8C; Nour Merijda 8F; Gabriella
Dzeinis 8A and Rachel Ogunnimo 8A even
managed to get a photograph with one of the lead
actors in the production (pictured right).
All students on the trip displayed excellent
behaviour and represented the school superbly.

PapaTango Theatre Company paid a visit to Bishop Douglass this term to inspire the students to
become eager scriptwriters. Drama Club took part in two workshops where they learnt how to write
their very own script. Their scripts have been published and are soon to be performed by professional
actors, so the students can see all their hard work brought to life. If you fancy reading one of their
scripts, these are available in our school library.

Upcoming Plays...
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The drama department hosted auditions for their upcoming production of
‘Lord of the Flies’. The final cast will be announced after Easter, ready for
rehearsals upon our return.
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English
Tennessee Williams 1947 classic masterpiece – “A
Streetcar named Desire” is much loved by the
students who undertake the A-Level English course.
So on 13th March 2018, both the Bishop Douglass AS
English Literature class and the St Thomas More
English literature class undertook a co-educational
trip into London’s Bloomsbury, for a series of very
academic lectures on this seminal text
On the agenda that day were themes and questions as
far-reaching as “Is Streetcar an Aristotlean
Tragedy?”, “How is the zeitgeist of America on the
cusp of a revolution shown?” and “How does
Williams explore burgeoning sexuality in this play?”.
A number of thought-provoking lectures delivered by
esteemed lecturers from some of the UK’s finest
universities were delivered and students had to
quickly get used to university style learning – making
independent notes that would benefit them in their
Summer exams!
The trip was enjoyed by all who attended – one
student commented that “it was so interesting to
experience this mature style of learning and
understand the independence that is needed beyond
school life” whilst another said that she “loved all the
lectures equally and found the whole day inspiring”.
A successful and productive day for all!
Thomas Lanier "Tennessee" Williams III was
an American playwright. Along with Eugene
O'Neill and Arthur Miller, he is considered
among the18three foremost playwrights of 20thcentury American drama.
Born: 26 March 1911, Columbus, Mississippi,
United States
Died: 25 February 1983, New York City, New
York, United States
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English
"Whatever our souls are made of, his and mine are the same" ("Wuthering Heights")
For centuries, this intense novel has delighted students. What better way to bring it to life than with a trip to the
iconic landscape it was written In?
So in March we made our annual trip to beautiful Bronte country, a now vital part of our study of Emily
Bronte's immortal Gothic masterpiece at Bishop Douglass. There, we undertook a series of workshops at The
Bronte Parsonage - home of this literary dynasty and the very place in which this seminal novel was written!
After a five hour minibus journey, students were overawed by the quaint village of Haworth in its glorious
location at the foot of the iconic North York moor. Some chose to explore the glorious moors, seeking our
derelict buildings forgotten by time! Others were simply stunned by Haworth's famous cobbles and the Gothic
feel that inspired the Bronte sisters' writing...
Here are a selection of snaps from our journey…
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Ferdaous Boukhetala 13S, Leah Aston 13S and Vanessa Agiddi 13S exploring the gothic town.
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History
Sixth form historians inspect the Kings’ paintings!
Each year we take our Stuart Britain students on a slightly varying tour of central London. Last month our sixth
form historians plus three art students visited two critically-acclaimed art exhibitions on the royal collection of
Kings Charles I and Charles II. The first exhibition was at the Royal Academy where Bishop Douglass was one
of the first schools to see the first display of Charles Stuart’s art in 400 years. The exhibition showcases Charles’
world-class collection of Renaissance art as well as the iconic portraits of Charles I and his family by Anthony
Van Dyck. The students were very excited to not only see works of such national significance but to understand
further the personality of Charles I and his court. The school was led on a tour by an expert from the Royal
Academy who was able to provide immense depth on the paintings and their artistic and political context.
After lunch in and around St James, the students proceeded to Buckingham Palace to view the Royal Collection
of Charles II. This exhibition referenced the different personality and attitudes of Charles II. It included beautiful
and private items such as the King’s own bible and James II’s baby book with locks of Anne Hyde’s hair. The
students had a recorded headphone tour which allowed them to view the gallery at their own pace and investigate
some works in great depth. We are immensely grateful to Madam Chisholm for accompanying us and imparting
her own expert knowledge. We look forward to the next stage of our Stuart adventure next year.
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Sixth form History and Art students.
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ICT
Year 10 CIDA
Images of one sort or another are all around us, often influencing what we do and how we think. They are used to
communicate messages in many different contexts including advertising, music, fashion, interior design,
computer games and architecture. The Year 10 CIDA group have been very busy using Adobe Photoshop and
Serif DrawPlus combining both freehand and digital tools to produce digital content suitable for digital
publishing.

Closed Umbrella (Alessandro D'ONGHIA – 10M)
Popcorn package design (Kreeti SHAHI –
10M )
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3D umbrella (Giorgia SERBAN – 10F)

“Zoo” movie character (Baris FREED – 10O)

29

ICT
GCSE ICT
Both year 10 and 11 GCSE ICT classes are busy preparing for their summer examinations. On the topic of
Social Implications in ICT students stood up for what they thought was right in a class debate. Online shopping
vs traditional shopping? Is social media good for individuals and businesses or not?

18

Paul NARTEY 11M, Gideo LARN 11M, Bruno FERNANDES 11M, Abdulla RADI 11O stand for traditional shopping over
online shopping
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Languages
"La Casa de Bernarda Alba"
On Wednesday 28th February, Madame Venables and a group of A Level Spanish students braved the snow to
visit the Cervantes Theatre in Southwark. They went to see the iconic play "La Casa de Bernarda Alba" by
Federico García Lorca in Spanish. Upon arrival, they were pleasantly surprised by the small and intimate setting
and thoroughly enjoyed the fantastic acting from the all-female cast. Many gasps were heard in the final scene as
they witnessed the shocking but powerful ending. Madame Venables looks forward to arranging the trip again
next year!
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Maths
UKMT Maths Challenge
Once a year the schools across the UK compete to see who has the best mathematical reasoning. This is done
through the United Kingdom mathematics Challenge (UKMT). Our year 8s competed in the GCSE
Mathematics challenge and did very well. Bishop Douglass received two silver and two bronze awards.
Malgorzata Wilk 8A was the best in the grade. She and Victoria Kus 8A both received silver awards, while
Riku Takeuchi 8F and Eyobed Tsegaye 8A both received bronze awards. Well done to all the participants.
We hope to see you all try again next year.

Maths Challenge

Solution

What is 3/7 chicken,
2/3 cat and 2/4
goat?

CHICAGO
18

Can you work out why this is the answer?
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Music
Year 9 Music
The year 9’s have turned their attention to some of the set works on their GCSE course. In particular, the class
has been introduced to the iconic life and music of The Beatles. Students have begun work on three pieces
featured on the legendary Sergeant Pepper’s Lonely Heart Club Band. Below is a picture of the whole class
performance of With A Little Help From My Friends. In preparing for this performance students not only
learnt their own parts but studied the structure and key features of the piece. Many thanks go to the many
members of the Music department staff who helped prepare students for this project.

Spring Music Festival
As part of the whole school focus on supporting charitable causes this Lent period, the music department
hosted a 4-day long music festival. Featuring students and staff, the event celebrated the fantastic singing that
takes part every week at Bishop Douglass. Day 1 saw a fantastic concert by the Lunchtime Choir who
performed songs by The Beatles, Kings of Leon and Peter Gabriel. The following day saw students from years
7 and 8 step up to the mic to perform a range of solo songs which included hits by Little Mix amongst others.
Day 3 saw members of the school teaching staff perform to the students. Solo guitar, trumpet and drums were
joined by a band performance of Havana originally performed by Camilla Cabello. The festival finished with
an acoustic concert led by the BTEC students which allowed students to perform songs in preparation for their
formal coursework submissions.
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Kehind Ajao 9C; Pascal Chanda 9M; Marcus Chong 9F; Tyresse Clarke-Julien 9F; Paul Cusack 9C; Iara Goncalves 9C; Axel Gumiit
9M; Mpetsi Litombe 9W; Chinika Maccarthy 9C; Molly Palmer 9W; Bianca Pinto 9M; Kerome Skervin 9M and Akeel Whye 9F.
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PE
Message from Mr O’Brien
We sign off another wonderful term for the PE department with an optimistic glance ahead to our summer
programme. This term, we have had fantastic success in our indoor activities (thanks to the weather), with our
Basketball teams doing particularly well. Also, despite the poor conditions this term, we have scrapped and
battled our way to a number of semi-final play offs as well as a Barnet Cup final in football. Well done year 7 and
8’s!
Our comprehensive extra-curricular programme continues to be very successful with trampoline and fitness club
now boasting staff members in attendance.
A full and comprehensive list of all our upcoming events and clubs will be available on our schools website after
the Easter holidays.
Head of PE

Basketball
Under 16: Barnet League Champions 2018

As the top two placed teams in the
Barnet League, Bishop Douglass and
London Academy were paired against
each other for the Championship playoff
final. It proved to be a fiercely fought
match with both schools producing some
top quality basketball in the process.

Team players: Angelo Jimenez (C), Edgar Escartin, Tehjarne Mellis,
Patryk Rosak, Gideon Larn, Kuda Benza and Ben Denghani.
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Despite taking an early lead in the first
quarter Bishop Douglass failed to
capitalise on their dominance but still
finished the second quarter at 19-16.
During the second half, both teams began
to 18
capitalise on their 3 point throw
specialists, with Angelo nailing 3 for 3 in
quick succession and the score board
rising to 34-30. This certainly raised the
noise levels of the crowd as they began
to feel the tension on the court. As the
game ebbed and flowed it certainly
looked like BD was the more
comfortable of the two teams.

PE
However, with a time out called by the opposing bench, the game soon became much more physical and frantic.
This, unfortunately, threw our boys concentration and game plan as LA started to build up a points lead. The end
of the quarter saw the score at 37-41. Despite being the better team and playing the better basketball, BD were
clearly ruffled and had to regain their composure and quickly before the game edged away from them. It was clear
that if we were to impose our dominance on the game in the last quarter, then we had to ignore the gamesmanship
and off the ball tactics that had so desperately upset their rhythm. Within minutes BD had regained the lead with
excellent attacking flair and penetration. We also began to out fight LA for the all-important rebounds.
However, with less than a minute left on the clock LA scored a 3 point basket to take the score to 51-50. BD
responded with a fast through ball to seal victory but the chasing LA defenders did just enough to see the ball
rebound off the backboard. This then set up a frantic 30 seconds as LA desperately tried to get the ball into our
half. All players battled and pressed as the clock ticked away. With 2 seconds remaining a foul was called on the
half way line and BD breathed a sigh of relief. The whistle signalled restart of play and then the final buzzer
ended the game at 51-50. Protestations at the end of the game from the opposing bench could barely be heard as
the watching supporters clapped and cheered the winning team. A fantastic display of maturity and controlled
assertion from BD meant that they were once again crowned champions of Barnet for the 3rd year running.

Football
A combination of the earlier Easter break and the recent poor weather has meant that there are many key games
still yet to play this season.

Year 8
With 17 school entries to this year Barnet Cup competition, the chance of progression was always going to be
very difficult. It also meant that with an odd number, two schools would need to play an extra preliminary round.
Unfortunately, we along with Mill Hill County were the two schools. That was the beginning of last term. Fast
forward five months and many fixtures later, our year 8s were still in the competition and were ready to face
London Academy in the quarter finals.
Bishop Douglass 7-1 Hendon
Man of the Match – Eyobed Tsegeh 8A
After a rousing speech, at the beginning of the match, the Year 8s were filled with energy & assertion and went
full steam ahead into the game. After a rampant start the team channelled their aggression in the right way, with
them sticking to the game plan & pressing the opponents high up the 18
pitch, winning tackles and headers in the
attacking third. Eyobed and Matthew Milan 8A kept the ball popping around in the middle which freed our
talisman Ajani Giscombe 8M to keep dictating play & unleash our 3 speedsters upfront with great passes to get
into many goal scoring opportunities.
Within 15 minutes we had 3 quick fire goals fly past the keeper, with a superb 1st touch strike from Eyobed
smacking the ball with his weaker ‘left pegger’ into the top corner from the edge of the box from unselfish piece
of play created by Ajani.
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PE
The boys came in at half time with 5 goals to the good and they kept their moment going, scoring another 2 goals
to seal the Victory into the semi-finals of the Cup against Ashmole School.
Eyobed MOTM 9/10 rating for his simplistic style of play, using his tricky feet only in times when needed to get
out of tricky situations. He started the High Press Tactic for his team to nullify and build up play from the opposing team as well as chipping in with a thunderous strike.
We now face Ashmole School in the semi-finals and hopefully a very much deserved Barnet Cup Final awaits.
Watch this space……
The year 7s have progressed to semi-final play offs and will be facing the winners of either Archer Academy
or St Andrews. This was after a very impressive quarter final victory over Hendon School. The game itself was
played in very difficult conditions, with heavy rain over the previous days taking its toll on the pitch. However,
the boys were magnificent as they battled and passed their way through a very resilient Hendon school. From
the kick off the pupils were on the attack and were relentless as they drove forward in wave after wave of
attacking play. Despite some outstanding heroics from their keeper, we eventually scored with Henry smashing
in an unstoppable shot. A penalty save from their keeper just before half time kept Hendon in the game for a
brief period in the second half but our midfield players of Abraham, Maximo and Theo stood firm and
continued to find holes in the Hendon defence. Fabian, up front on his own, led the line brilliantly and
combined well with Henry to set Theo up to bear down on the opponent’s goal, 2-0 and an excellent finish from
Theo.
Towards the end of the second half both teams began to look jaded and it was to be expected that mistakes
would start to creep in. Shea capitalised on one such error to send to send through another fantastic ball for
Theo to slot home, 3-0 and in total control. With 3 minutes remaining, a mix up at the back from our defence let
Hendon through to score a well-deserved consolidation goal. A not so perfect ending to a fantastic football
match but one which our boys will hopefully take stock of in the semi-finals.
Final score Hendon School 1 – Bishop Douglass -3
Year 7 Squad (pictured right)
Adam Mohammed
Abraham WILLIAMS-SOLATE
Maximo GARRIDO
Fabian LOCKRIDGE-SCOTT
Dhorian18
Bitalo

Shea Thompson
Zion OKAI-MENSAH
Nicholas Williams
Henry BOATENG
Theo DWOBENG
Jeric Mugambe
Toby ANTONIAZZI
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Science
Visit from the Tropical Zoo Wednesday 14th March
Science week got off to a flying start with a visit from the tropical zoo on Wednesday morning. The return of
this annual staple did not disappoint. Year nine were once again the beneficiaries of the experience this year and
all three groups of students gained detailed knowledge of some of our planets most unusual and often
endangered species.
Kicking off with a talk about conservation and the issues surrounding the delicate balance of the world’s eco
systems, students were surprised at the effect on numbers of individual species due to human activity. We were
then introduced to, and offered the opportunity to handle some of these coveted organisms including scorpions,
tarantulas, tree frogs, a boa constrictor and a python!
Our students reacted with varying degrees of enthusiasm ranging from intrigue to downright horror. The
students were complimented on their respectful behaviour and we are glad to report all students and animals
survived the experience unscathed.
The festivities of science week continued into the following week including the dissection master class, busking
science showcase, a careers talk from a practicing chemical engineer and many other exciting talks and
activities.

Anastasia Vasiliev 9F and Bianca Pinto 9M
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Bahar Nazarinafooti 9W and Manuella Mbundu 9C

Amelia Mirembe 9M
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Sociology
Year 10 Sociology students have embarked upon the new specification this year, with the first set of exams due to
be sat in summer 2019. They are working hard on some very challenging concepts that did not appear on the old
specification. They have to cover a unit called ‘The Sociological approach’ which includes the classic
sociological theories of Functionalism, Marxism and Feminism. These topics used to only appear on the AS
course, but now they also appear on the GCSE course.
Despite this, the current year 10 class are getting stuck into their theoretical knowledge and they have produced
some fantastic presentations on Karl Marx and Marxist theories. All of the students stood up to questioning about
their topics and they have all demonstrated a solid understanding of Marxism. Well done class!
Here are a few slides from some of the presentations.
Mary Espolong 10M presented on
Marxism and Religion (a slide from her
presentation is pictured to the left).
She was awarded top marks for her
presentation because not only did she
stand up to questioning about her
presentation, but she had also
understood all the relevant key terms
and was able to evaluate Marxist ideas.
Mary did not refer to her notes once,
which meant that she had also revised
the topic—well done Mary keep this
up!

Tyri Dennis 10C was probably given one of
the hardest topics to present on—Marxist
views on crime (a slide from her presentation
is pictured to the right). Tyri was spotted
reading A level texts in preparation for her
presentation which is highly commendable!
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Her presentation was detailed and attractive
to watch. She clearly understood all the key
concepts and she was able to contrast Marxist
ideas with other theories. Well done Tyri—
keep this up!
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Sociology
Sociology is a very informative and interesting subject which studies the structure,
functioning and development of human society. It allows individuals to obtain a greater
understanding of the complex and intricate yet simple nature of humankind, and the
societies in which we organise ourselves. By studying societal behaviour we can make
comparisons, attempt to solve issues and gain a rational understanding of some of
societies’ habits.
Here I will write about a few topics I have found interesting (yet hard) on A level
Sociology this year.
Throughout the month of January we finally finished the Beliefs topic from Unit 2. One heading in this topic is
about ideology and science. We have discovered that the sociologist Karl Popper believes that science is an
open belief system and religion and witchcraft are closed systems. What this means is that science is open to
challenges whereas religion is not. It kind of makes sense as scientists are always trying to test their theories and
discover new ideas, whereas if somebody challenges a religion, that religion would get quite offended.
Within the crime and deviance topic from Unit 3, we learnt about rules and rule breaking. For instance,
sociologists are mainly interested in who break the rules? And why they do so? And who makes and enforces
the laws and legislations in our society? Functionalist sociologists argue that society is based on value
consensus which deviance threatens, but it also performs positive functions such as reinforcing social solidarity
and adaptation and change. There are other theories that would criticise this, such as the Marxist view that crime
is a function of capitalism—that is, capitalism makes us want consumer goods and not everybody can afford
these things. This then makes some people turn to crime!
Another topic I have found interesting is about strategies used to prevent crime. ‘Target hardening’ is one
example of this. This is when a society strengthens security and aims to make crime harder to accomplish.
Strategies like more lighting and CCTV are examples of this. But do these strategies really prevent crime or do
they just displace it—that is, move it to another area?
We are currently learning about Social Theory. I think this is one of the hardest parts of the course. We have
looked at whether sociology can be studied as a science, whether research can be neutral and value free. There
are so many debates and the language gets quite complex!

18 A level. I wasn’t the best at writing
What I will say is that Sociology is a really interesting and challenging
essays at GCSE, but I have really developed my skills during the A level. I am currently focusing on detailed
revision for the upcoming A-Level Sociology exams in June. With a determined mind-set, I believe I can obtain
good grades. I am looking forward to the tutor2u revision conference to be held on 25th April at Westfield
White City, I am hoping the day will help to sharpen my focus on examination questions.
Andre Atillo 13O
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Term Dates 2017-2018
N.B: All dates are correct at time of going to press. They are ALL subject to change.

2017/2018 Term Dates
SUMMER TERM 2018
First Half: Monday 16th April - Friday 25th May
May Bank Holiday: Monday 7th May
Half Term: Monday 28th May - Friday 1st June
Second Half: Monday 4th June - Friday 20th July

Key Dates Summer Term 2018
Year 10 Parents Evening - Wednesday 25th April
Year 9 Parents Evening - Wednesday 9th May
Year 7 Parents Evening - Wednesday 23rd May
Year 8 Parents Evening—Wednesday 13th June

Bishop Douglass School
Hamilton Road,
London N2 0SQ
Tel: 020 8444 5211
Fax: 020 8444 0416
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