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Christ is Risen! Alleluia!
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An Easter Message
Ryan’s Ramblings……..from the Chaplain’s Desk………Easter 2020
My Dear Friends,
I so wish I had some good news to offer you! Today, however, I just see mayhem
and a strangeness overtaking what I know is not us at our best. I have not been out
buying to stockpile! My loo paper will run out and when it does I “know” there
will be stuff to replace it with. When the craziness dies down and people realise
that there is enough to go round, they might stop overspending on things that are
not necessary! Social media is flooded with comments about greedy people
fighting in supermarkets, displaying the worst of humanity. There are also so
many jokes doing the rounds that some of them are actually very funny. Yesterday
(speaking as an Irish descendent) Saint Patrick’s Day was “cancelled”: parades in
Dublin halted, people self-isolating, pubs closed and what is normally a joyful
celebratory interlude during Lent was badly missed.
Oh! Lent! I had almost forgotten we were even in Lent, such is the pandemonium going on with this latest
Pandemic we call the Coronavirus. It is getting to the stage when people are telling me “Fr.K I miss all the Brexit
talk on the telly!” Lent, however, is not cancelled. Lent continues and at School, we were faithful to our
reconciliation services and the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Perhaps that is what the world needs at this time.
Reconciliation: looking out for each other and helping each other in this difficult time. There have been
many terrific examples of people offering services to those who are “isolated or housebound” with offers of
shopping and medication collections. I even heard of a landlord who told his tenant not to worry about losing
her job if her salary dropped due to this virus! He was prepared to wait it out! A gentleman! Budgens are
offering a delivery service for the elderly or those who are having difficulties. A store in Glasgow is offering
“Virus packs” to the elderly with the basic goods in them! I’m sure you all have examples of such kindness in
these trying times. Or perhaps you are an example?
Lent means “springtime” and that to me suggests budding into a newness of life. Each and every one of us is
called to this newness of life. All of us are, no matter our faith or our background. We are alive on this Planet
Earth and on it together. Therefore, my prayer is very simple. I see and feel so much fear and uncertainty
among so many rational people. The Coronavirus has taken over the planet! It is time to take back control so
my prayer is simple “Lord give those who know what to do to end this situation, that is taking its toll on so many
lives, the wisdom and desire to put an end to it. May the world’s leading politicians think not of themselves but
the people whom they have been, in many cases, elected to serve. May they have the desire to work for the
Common Good. Put an end to this plague, O Lord, and let your people be guided and directed in such a way that
healing and wholeness may cover our earth.”

18 is calling one’s own actions to
Remember last year in the midst of Brexit I wrote “The discipline of Lent
account in order to make a change for the better, so that everyone we meet may be happier for the meeting.”
As the world struggles with this virus I’m sure we can all play our part to make the world a better, safer and
happier place. Easter will come, whether we are allowed to celebrate it or not! Please stay safe, stay well and
stay in the palm of God’s Hand!
Every blessing to you and yours!

Fr. Kevin S.X.
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Headteacher’s Message
These are unprecedented times and at Bishop Douglass, we are doing our best
to keep calm and are exhorting our children to wash their hands regularly, to
practice social distancing and to ensure that their behaviour is selfless and
thoughtful. It is not quite business as usual, as we have cancelled the
additional after-school and Saturday sessions to minimise the risk of
contagion. There is of course uncertainty over the likely course of events
over the next few months and we all have our unanswered questions. What
will happen to exams? Will the allocation of University places be affected?
When will normality be resumed?
The validated release of exam results in February re-affirmed our place as the
7th school in the country for progress. This extraordinary result is a testament
to the hard work of our teachers, support staff, parents and students working
together in partnership. We are still optimistic that a repeat performance, next
year is possible. As I write Year 10’s, 11’s and Sixth form are embarking on
another set of mock examinations, which we are confident will show
improved outcomes.
We are now in the third week of Lent and are preparing for Easter. Our penny collection for Cafod has been
taking place; we are collecting Easter Eggs for our local charities, foodbanks as well as Oak Lodge School and the
North London Hospice. We are also planning a non-uniform day on the last Monday of term, in aid of Catholic
Children Society.

All departments are working hard to restructure their schemes of work, as there is an onus on all secondary
schools to move to a two-year key stage 4 curriculum, to enable a greater breadth of study at key stage 3. We
are also encouraging departments to plan for trips and enrichment and to think about including some aspects of
‘cultural capital’, that is the extra essential knowledge that children need to be educated citizens.
Children came back safely and virus free, from the ski-trip to Austria accompanied by Mr Reed. We are still
hoping that soon, we will hear good news about our quest to ensure funding for a 9-a-side Astro turf facility on
our sports field at the back of the school. The governors are determined that this will go ahead and will provide
sporting facilities for our students and the local community, enabling all-year-round play.
We are grateful to Father Kevin for all his support this term. He keeps us spiritually attuned and ready for the
challenges that we have to face. Of course, should we have a period of self-isolation and restricted movement,
children will hopefully be able to study online and will rise to an opportunity to be self-disciplined about their
revision.
It is important to remember the power of prayer at this time and I wish all your families the very best for a happy
18
and holy Easter.

Martin Tissot
Executive Headteacher
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RE - Catholic Life of the School
RE Department and Catholic Life
In January all year 10s & 11s were issued their own
revision guides, to help them prepare for mocks and
final exams in May. The RE department have insured
that both year 10 and 11’s have completed their
courses, thus allowing next half term to be pure
revision, maximising their chances of exam success.
We ask you to ensure that relevant pupils attend
interventions over the holidays and on the weekends
in the run up to the May exams.
Targeted students from across the Cardinal Hume
Academies Trust will attend a fantastic revision
conference day at Bishop Douglass RC School, run
by experienced examiners.
This term the R.E department has hosted an A Level
Theology conference for both Bishop Douglass and
St. George’s pupils, led by our very own
Mr. P O’Neil who is currently studying for a PhD.
This was a success last year.

Bible Club
Our liturgical prefects assisted by some A level Theology pupils will be running a club for students wishing to
deepen their understanding of scripture at lunchtimes on a Wednesday. These sessions will follow the liturgical
calendar.
Holocaust Memorial
The 28th of January mar ks Holocaust Memor ial Day; to
mark this occasion a temporary display was built in reception to
raise pupil’s awareness of the realities of the Holocaust as well
as current similar atrocities that permeate our society until
today. As well as this, a short service was led by Father Kevin
in memory of all those18
that had died in the face of genocide.
Furthermore, pupils and staff were given the opportunity to sign
a book of remembrance which was used at the service. Two A
level pupils on the liturgical prefect team led an assembly for
all year groups on Auschwitz and how it is still important to
remember the innocent lives lost throughout the Holocaust.
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RE - Catholic Life of the School

Reconciliation
Throughout the season of Lent, pupils across the
school have had the opportunity to partake in the
sacrament of Reconciliation. Key Stage 4 pupils
expressed their gratitude for Fr. Kevin’s support
throughout this sacrament.

Moment for Jesus
Throughout Lent we have been celebrating a moment for Jesus at lunchtime at 1:50pm on Tuesday and
Thursday’s. Pupils have been able to set aside two minutes to think about the importance of Jesus’ life, death and
resurrection.
Stations of the Cross
During the Holy Week, Key Stage 3 pupils will be
participating in the Stations of the Cross, which took
place in our prayer garden. This has been a success in
previous years and helps pupils in Key Stage 4 with
revision for their examination on Catholic practices and
forms of expression.

‘Easter Egg Appeal’
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A huge thank you to all parents, pupils and staff who
support Bishop Douglass collect Easter Eggs for our
local community. These Easter Eggs will be
distributed to North London Hospice and the special
education needs school, Oak Lodge School.
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Business Studies

Year 12 Business and Economics female students recently attended an event organised by IBM to celebrate
‘International Women’s Day’. Students benefiting from the event and had a valuable opportunity to network with
other females from ethnic minorities in corporate leadership roles. Students were able to gather the following
information about the special event and hope to organise celebrations for ‘International Women’s Day 2021 in
Bishop Douglass’.
When did it all start?
International Women's Day grew out of the labour movement to become a UN-recognised annual event.
The idea to make the day international came from a woman called Clara Zetkin. She suggested the idea in 1910 at
an International Conference of Working Women in Copenhagen. There were 100 women there, from 17 countries,
and they agreed on her suggestion unanimously.
It was first celebrated in 1911, in Austria, Denmark, Germany and Switzerland.
How is Women's Day celebrated around the world?
International Women's Day is a national holiday in many countries, including Russia where the sales of flowers
doubles during the three or four days around 8 March.
In China, many women are given a half-day off work on 8 March, as advised by the State Council, although many
employers don't always pass the half-day on to their female employees.
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Business Studies
What is happening this year?
This year's International Women's Day campaign has chosen the theme #EachForEqual, which is drawn from the
idea of collective individualism.
"We are all parts of a whole," the campaign states. "Our individual actions, conversations, behaviours and mindsets can have an impact on our larger society.
"Collectively, we can make change happen. Collectively, we can each help to create a gender equal world."
International Women's Day 8th March 2021
Year 12 Business and Economics students hope to raise awareness of this event in school by;
Conducting assemblies to Year 7 to 10 students
Designing and displaying informative posters
Designing and displaying key achievement from female leaders
Inviting Year 7 to 8 students for a buddying programme over a lunch event in
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World Book Day

Our annual World Book Day celebrations were kept on Thursday 5th March. We have a huge push on literacy at
Bishop Douglass believing that good literacy is the strongest currency throughout education and beyond.
The theme for 2020 was "Dystopian Fiction". Teachers donned their literary-themed outfits and as usual, made
the day a huge success! There were handmaids (inspired by Margaret Atwood's seminal "Handmaid's Tale")
many references to "The Hunger Games" and an incredible interpretation of "Lord of the Flies" from the Drama
department (see picture). Year 7s also took part in the dressing up aspect of the day and it was wonderful to see
such a rich array of fiction-themed outfits!
Organised by Ms Leen, the school's Literacy co-ordinator, the day's events included an author visit with creative
writing workshops for Key Stage 3 students who all enthused about how positive and inspiring the sessions were.
Key stage 4 students were treated to a highly over-subscribed series of workshops with performance poet (and ex
student of Bishop Douglass!) Kai Larasi. At the end of these sessions, students produced pieces of their own
writing (some of which will be showcased in the Easter edition of The Douglass) and many had their ardour for
fiction and poetry re-ignited commenting that they felt "alive" and "liberated" by the wonderful, thoughtprovoking workshops.
A highly successful day all round!
Ms Prina
Head of English
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World Book Day
World Book Day Author Visit: Adam Baron
At Bishop Douglass, we are always finding new ways
to inspire students to read for pleasure and enjoyment
and on the 5th March, World Book Day, we decided to
celebrate reading by welcoming the critically acclaimed
author Adam Baron into our school community. Adam
Baron was specifically chosen as his novels are targeted
at teenagers and young adults. He has published five
successful novels to date and has won numerous awards
for his most famous novel ‘Boy Underwater’. Adam’s
credentials include one of the Guardian ‘Books of the
Year’ and Waterstones ‘Book of the Month’. It’s no
surprise that the students were mesmerised, enthralled
and engaged when they met and listened to Adam
Baron who gave three interactive talks to KS3 on the
process of writing a book and having it published.
Many students were given the opportunity to participate
and most importantly this enabled our avid readers to
understand how one day they could possibly write and
publish their very own book!

As World Book Day Occurred on Thursday 5th March,
a selection of students accompanied by various
teachers chose to display their intricate costumes and
enthralling accessories around the school. The
costumes worn resemble their favorite characters from
books and numerous photographs were additionally
taken of the breath-taking character impersonations.
Moreover, a well-known author-which goes by the
18Baron– took his time to visit our school
name of Adam
and share a few points on creative writing hence he has
already written a total of eight fictional book. This
visit was quite educational: it aided in broadening the
understanding of creative writing for pupils as well as
teaching them diverse techniques. This year, World
Book Day was filled to the brim with captivating
events and compelling activities.
Adeline Orghidan 7C
11

World Book Day
Poetry Workshop with "Soloman the wizard" - World Book day 2020.

Amid all the various World Book Day
frivolity, Key stage 4 students were treated to a
series of workshop sessions with performance poet
and ex BD student Kai Larasi, aka Soloman the
wizard.
This oversubscribed session, which included a
mindfulness meditation, allowed students to explore a
range of deep and thought-provoking ideas through
the medium of poetry. Every student who attended
begged to know when there would be a follow-up
session and we are certainly looking to run these
when it's feasible!
Although every student benefited from the session
there was a stand-out mention for Kerome Skervin
(11M) so watch this space!
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English
All students in the Year 10 English class were asked to choose any novel to read from the 100 recommended
books that were compiled and then to reinterpret a scene or character, below and on the next few pages are some
brilliant work by some of our students.
Based on “The Bloody Chamber” by Angela Carter
The Erl-King
It has been many days now since I first met the Erl-King in that dark clearing,
surrounded by all sorts of beasts and flowers. When I first looked into his green
eyes, I knew I was gone. Those eyes. There are some eyes that can eat you.
Especially if those eyes belong to the Erl-King; he will do you grievous harm. I
knew that when I approached him and the rusty fox that lay its head on his
knee. Despite the many large beast that surrounded the king, I was never for a
moment afraid of him. Even as he led me to his small cottage I didn’t tremble or
run. Instead, I stepped inside to admire his home: it was a single small room
with a hearth on one side and a small kitchen on the other side. He kept his
home very clean. All the saucepans and skillets were neatly arranged on the
hearth and just above, dozens of bunched up drying herbs and plants hang from
the ceiling. Even though the birdcalls and howls of the woodland creatures
could still be heard inside, the Erl-King’s home felt safe and peaceful. Until I
looked towards the kitchen.
At that moment, my breath stopped. Brid cages lines very wall and occupied every empty space. They were piled
high atop each other and inside each cage was a beautiful small songbird. The birdcalls had been coming from
within the house. The whole fragile cottage shook with the loudness that each small bird sang their own song. On
the wall next to the cages of different shapes and sizes was a lone fiddle with broken strings that rendered it
useless. After noticing the cages, I had turned my anger on the Erl-King. How dare he trap all these birds in his
house? Did they not deserve freedom like all the other animals? The king glanced at the birds, releasing a
rumbling laughter, before focusing those green eyes on me again. Green as dead sea fruit. Before I had time to
respond he said a single command, “skin the rabbit”.
The tender butcher touched my lips and instantly I was seized by vertigo. At that moment I realised that even
though I was not afraid of the Erl-King himself: I was terrified of that vertigo that made me fall like a lost bird,
straight towards the ground. As I reached the earth, he supported me in the form of dying leaves and grass.
Each day when I heard the bird call, my fear was overtaken by the burning desire to see him and so each day I
found myself walking the familiar path back to the Erl-King. When I had entered the cottage yesterday, the birds
were no longer singing. They were, instead, crying for help because have lost their flesh when they were dipped
in the corrosive pools of the Erl-King's regard and now must live in cages. I found the Erl-King sitting by the
hearth and weaving a new cage. Fear overcame me for I knew that that cage was meant for me.
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Today I came back to the king’s cottage. I love him but I cannot allow him to trap me in that cage. I will die if he
takes away my freedom; I always knew he would do me grievous harm. Now I know when I must do. Gingerly, I
take two handfuls of his hair as he lays half asleep and wrap then around his neck, strangling him. I rush to the
cages and free all the fragile birds and each changed into a young girl. A girl just like me. They are free and can
now truly sing, not cry and wail. Then I grab the butcher’s knife and hack off his great mane; I use five of his
hairs to fix the broken fiddle and it plays out of its own accord: “Mother, mother, you have murdered me!” The
Erl-King is no more all that remains is a queen.
Goszia Wilk 10M
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English
Based on “The Picture of Dorian Gray” by Oscar Wilde
Dear diary,
One cannot put into words the feelings of an artist once he discovers the epitome of
beauty. I was once like any other artist; putting my conscious ability upon the canvas
to portray at least something of value. An artist is one who realised that they
themselves are separated from their being and through art they are able to paint
themselves. Ironic really. People assume that the artist is attempting to the beauty of
the model onto the canvas- but that is only the ignorance of those who have yet to
embark on the journey of self discovery through art. And for me, it was Dorian Gray
that brought forth my being. Through him I discovered my self. The sole purpose of
my art is now through him, to him and within him. Words cannot explain my
feelings, as hard as I may try, I do not believe that I will ever be able to explain such
a phenomenon. From the first moments that I saw Dorian Gray, I knew at once that I
had discovered something that would change me forever.
The silent hours I spent painting him upon the canvas became a period of
acknowledgement, not only for his beauty but something within my self. It was then that I decided to submit
myself to him, as once I had finished painting him, I could clearly see myself in the painting. Not literally of
course, but as I had explained to my good friend Harry, I had exposed too much of myself in this painting. To once
again reiterate, the canvas portrays the reality of the artist, not the beauty of the model. That is why I refuse to
donate the painting to the exhibit. Offer me all the treasures of this world and I will still refuse, far too much of me
has been exposed in that one painting and even if one person is able to uncover the true meaning behind the
painting, both my identity and reputation as an artist will be destroyed. It’s a curious thing about us artists, we
spend most our lives expressing ourselves unto the canvas yet we live in fear that one day what we have expressed
will be understood. As my good friend Harry states, it is often the insincere that are most honest as their
judgement are not clouded by desires.
However, I seek to know Dorian Gray even more than before. I seek to understand him and offer all that I have in
pursuing his beauty through my art. I have evolved after meeting him; it was because of him that my art gained its
individuality, its own mood. I do not seek anything other than being able to satisfy my desire of submitting my
creation to him. I do not seek meaning- however cynical it may sound- the pursuit of meaning is self-delusion that
man gives himself to deny the inevitable truth that seeking meaning itself causes life to become meaningless. My
dreams are nothing but the sort, I only want to develop my new found art. Art is the only thing of value that this
world has to offer. Enlightenment is the poison that humans carry their pride on, but once one uncovers this
façade, one can truly live. And I shall continue to live, in honour of the beauty of Dorian Gray.
Ilea DEHGHAN 10W
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English
Based on “Jane Eyre” by Charlotte Bronte
Dear Diary,
It was a cold January day when I was walking in the dusk to mail a letter to Hay for
Mrs. Fairfax. I couldn’t see much as it was quite a foggy day, but in the corner of
my eye, I could make out a dog coming, hearing the thunder of a horse going by.
The dog looked rather large, almost as big as a baby camel. I was just walking by,
minding my own business, going towards the post office, when I heard a bloke fall
from his horse on the sheet of ice. Now, I am telling you that that is not something
you hear, nor see every day, is it? I had no clue who this man but I went to help him
back up on his horse. It seemed as though he expected me to be afraid of him, but I
wasn’t. I was only assisting the man, allowing him to lean on me as he limped
forward on a twisted ankle to remount his horse.
This man seemed to be quite odd. He asked me plenty of questions but did not at all
reveal his identity to me. Not his first name, nor his last name. Absolutely nothing,
he only had questions for me, rather I had questions for him. I had only asked him if he was injured but he was
venting out his anger by swearing. He asked me if I had known Mr. Rochester and of course since I work for him,
I said “yes, sir”. He bombarded me with even more questions and then he asked me to help him with his horse. I
obeyed him. When I got back to Thornfield, after helping the bloke and after posting that letter, I was introduced
to Mr. Rochester, my employer, and that was I realised it was him whom I helped earlier that day.
After all that, I had seen very little of Mr. Rochester. It was only when, that same evening, Mr Rochester sent for
Adèle and me. I felt instantly comfortable with Rochester despite his incredibly abrupt manner. What I mean to
say is that I am not exactly intimidated by him and I can be honest with him and outspoken. I wasn’t at all
surprised by his behaviour nor was I daunted. It wasn’t too overwhelming for me, perhaps it was for Adèle. He
was questioning me closely and refused to even flatter me although I could simply tell that he was clearly
impressed with my painting skills. I was able to speak to him as an equal and I matched his sharp wit and mind.
He even called me a “fairy” and a bit “elfish”.
Later on, I had discovered from Mrs Fairfax that Mr. Rochester had experienced family troubles and had to bear
some kind of unhappiness, which partly explains why he seldom returned to Thornfield. Mrs. Fairfax told me
more of Edward Rochester's history. His father, Old Mr. Rochester, and brother, Rowland, plotted against him, so
Edward was forced into a painful position, of which Mrs. Fairfax knows nothing about. He broke away from the
family, only returning to Thornfield nine years ago when his brother died and he thus inherited the property and
his other possessions. That was not what I was expecting his backstory to be like. Immediately, I had sympathy for
the poor fellow, rather he is quite rich, in terms of capital.
18
During our brief encounters, I noticed his moodiness, but it didn’t upset me. Finally, one evening, he summoned
Adèle and me, offering Adèle her long-awaited present. I noticed that Rochester was in a friendlier mood than
usual, probably due to his dinner wine. Rochester clearly enjoyed my frank, sincere manner, and confessed that he
hadn’t lived the purest, most innocent life. We discussed sin, remorse, and reformation. Rochester spoke to me as
freely as if he were writing his thoughts in a diary. He said he had given up his shameful lifestyle, and was ready
to begin a new, pure life. Rochester told me that he was rearing Adèle in order to expiate the sins of his youth. I
thought that seemed quite kind and simply good of him.
Continued…….
15

English
Rochester told me about his passion for Céline Varens, a French opera-dancer whom he naively believed loved
him. One night, however, Céline arrived home with another man and they mocked Rochester's "deformities";
Rochester overheard the conversation and immediately ended the relationship. Céline told Rochester that Adèle
was his daughter, but he wasn’t sure because she doesn't look anything like him. Several years later, Céline
abandoned her daughter and ran away to Italy with a musician. Although he refuses to recognise Adèle as his
daughter, Rochester took pity on the abandoned and destitute child and brought her to England. At two o'clock
one morning, I heard this demoniac laugh outside of my bedroom door and the sound of fingers brushing against
the panels. I thought it might be Pilot, Rochester's dog, wandering the hallways, but then I heard a door opening.
Going into the hallway, I saw smoke billowing from Rochester's room. I rushed into his chamber and discovered
the curtains on fire and his bed surrounded by tongues of flame. Unable to wake him, I deluged the bed with
water. Rochester didn’t let me call for help; instead, he said that he must pay a visit to the third floor. He told me
that Grace Poole was the culprit and then thanked me warmly for saving his life. He asks me to keep the incident
a secret. How can he expect me to do that? I can speak for myself. However, he is my master and he wasn’t
exactly injured, so I am sure it doesn’t need to be mentioned again.
Yours Sincerely,
Jane Eyre
Tara Dev 10A
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English
Based on “The Fault in our stars” by John Green
A bleak morning; dim sunlight had awoken her as she unpleasantly felt the
under oxygenated blood flow through her sickened body at a snail’s pace. The
adolescent teen drowsily crawled out of bed as fatigue consumed her. By her
mother’s free will and belief that she was “doing the right thing” as a mother,
she was driven to a location where all people like her were taken to. As she
entered, all other hapless victims to such an illness were sat in a circular
structure. All glancing at the one over joyous victim who took to religion for
an essence of hope. Glancing in boredom. His hyperbolised sermons flowed
through the ears of others as they truly hoped that their illness would get the
best of them. Agonising boredom and aggravation coursed through their
noticeable veins as his words echoed due to the sheer size of the room. You
could tell that every one of the patients felt the same way. Communicative
sighs and exhales were the only form of fascinating disrupts of tranquillity that
ensured their survival.
The atmosphere was depressing, and everyone seemed so secluded; having
attained such taciturn, timid natures. Some with their cold, corpse like hands in
their pockets. Others, with their head perched on their palm; supported by their elbows and lean thighs. Achieving
such a poor, unhealthy posture, yet their current state gave them less of an incentive to care. That one over positive
patient’s “motivational” phrases became mumbles; continuous, characterless mumbles. A sudden breeze filled the
room to the brim as the slightest intake of such a poison irritated them. The frigid weather turning their lips from
aqua to an iris hue; skin further cracking as the temperature dropped drastically. A clock had obtained the spotlight
and unwavering attention of the dull audience; the hands almost reaching the time at which they could make their
departure. A time they cherished so dearly.
Hope still lingered in that room. Childlike excitement and somewhat scorching flames still remained in the
teenagers. Their specific terminal illness not converting them into robots whose only objective was to survive;
pupils had not become desolate. They had not let their illnesses dictate who they are. This place reminded them of
what they are suffering from which arose meaningless grief. The distinguished leader of the patients constantly put
on such a mastery façade; an over exaggerative smile and a staged positive attitude concealed his consuming,
underserved loneliness. He looked like a broken man if you breach the surface of his persona. A man who lost
everything and everyone as that identical beige suit and tie always arose red flags about his mental health.
The clock’s hands reached its destination as the teens gradually left their chairs and emptied out the miserable
room; no longer having to bear the mood destroying atmosphere. Swift waves and goodbyes produced by the
predictable leader as the room reaches complete silence. He glances at the untouched biscuits and the paradise
coloured fizzy drinks left unopened and laid out on the foldable table. On18
top of it, a table mat attaining a mint
cream hue. He leisurely wraps the edibles in clingfilm and makes his departure as well. His widened smile now
buried as a heavy sigh is emitted; Locking the cornsilk door lazily. The room now remains motionless, undisturbed
and the essence of death and nihilism still lingers…
Zakaria NAKMOUCH 10A
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NSPCC Number Day
NSPCC Number Day
NSPCC Number Day, on Friday 7th February, is an event day
that takes place wherein mathematics is the highlight of the
day – for example, students are given maths related starters
prior to their lessons in each module. It is important because
it is a day dedicated to raising money towards a charity – the
NSPCC (National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Children). By participating in Number Day and raising
money for the NSPCC, children are being protected from
abuse and being helped with the situations they may be
struggling with; they’re being provided with free ChildLine,
and protected from various forms of abuse.
At Bishop Douglass, we did an array of activities and
collectively raised £232.11 for the NSPCC. One of such things was the highly anticipated Teacher VS Pupil quiz,
won triumphantly for the previous two years by the team of students.
The Teacher VS Pupil quiz is a fairly simple event – during lunchtime, four students selected from the top set in
mathematics would be going against four form tutors in the school. Each question is quite simple; no need to
memorise formulas for these – it’s simple maths. Both teams have 20 seconds to answer each of the 11 questions:
whoever answers the most questions correctly wins.

With the victorious team being the students for the past two years, there was a significant amount of pressure on
the pupils’ team this year. But alas, the winning streak had broken and come to an end, with the teachers coming
out triumphant with the most points. Nevertheless, it was a greatly exhilarating and exciting event in the school.
By Nathanielle Manuel 8C
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Monique Hart 12A winner of ‘guess the number of
sweets in a jar’ competition
Congratulations to:
Savindi Gunaratne 8F for winning the school quiz
8C and 10W for winning the for m-tutor quiz

Staff vs pupil quiz (where the teachers won)
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The UKMT
The maths department participates and enters students in prestigious Mathematics competitions organised by the UKMT
(UK Mathematics Trust). The UKMT is a charity which organises national mathematics competitions and other
mathematical enrichment activities for 11-18-year-old pupils in the UK. Pupils in years 9 and 10 have recently sat the
Intermediate Challenge and we are pleased to announce the following successes:
Year

9

10

Name
Julian Koide

Aryan Moothien
Calum Hendry
Shakira Allen Vassell
Kimia Hashemipour
Kevin Rishi
Kimi Bazgan
Joan Pau Jaen Mendoza
Idowu Ajao
Chibueze Ogbuehi
Angelo Distor
Victoria Kus
Calum Hendry
Oluwateniola Alabi
Jo-Yu Huang
Ilea DEHGHAN
Iona OGUNNIMO
Estefania HenaoPardo
Malgorzata Wilk
Jeric Mugambe
Kacper Bachor
JJ Lamoso-Marchena
Eyobed Tsegaye
Emily Chow
Ehsaan Ahmed Roy
Chukwuemeka

Award
Gold; Best in Year;
Best in School
Silver
Silver
Bronze
Bronze
Bronze
Bronze
Bronze
Bronze
Bronze
Bronze
Gold; Best in Year
Gold
Silver
Silver
Silver
Silver
Bronze

A fantastic achievement for all pupils above,
especially considering that only 40% of the topscoring 40% of the top-scoring performers in the
Challenge receive bronze, silver and gold
certificates in the ratio 3:2:1.
Well done to all those who took part!

Bronze
Bronze
Bronze
Bronze
Bronze
Bronze
Bronze
Bronze

To keep you busy until the next challenge, see if
you can solve the question below from this year’s
junior challenge:
The shortest street in the UK, Ebenezer Place in Wick,
is 2.06m long. The Trans-Canada Highway, one of the
world’s longest roads, is approximately 7821km in
length.
Approximately, how many times longer than the street
18
is the highway?
(A)
(B)
(C)
(D)
(E)
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4000 000
400 000
40 000
4000
400

Drama

Take the Lead
Sixth Formers completed their Take the Lead course with the Old Vic theatre, training them in skills
necessary for their careers such as interview skills, CV writing, creating a group project and an individual
pitch. This is them presenting what they'd learnt, saying 'Believe in yourself!'
Madam Gibb.
Head of Drama

ALICE IN WONDERLAND
Sadly, the Bishop Douglass School Production of
Alice in Wonderland, which was due to take place on
Thursday 26th March at 5.30pm, has been postponed
until next year.
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Modern Foreign Languages

After the success of the first
ever BD fiesta latina, the
second one took place on
Thursday 13th February and
what a fiesta it was! For one
night only students were fully
immersed into the Spanish
speaking world with dance
performances, music and
delicious food. There was even
a piñata which took the whole
night to finally break! All
students thoroughly enjoyed the
evening and even learned how
to dance Bachata, a very
popular style originating from
the Dominican Republic. We
look forward to the next one...
¡Hasta la próxima!
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Chess
Chess Club:
In the Spring term Bishop Douglass were able to field 2 teams in the Junior Team Chess Challenge on 16th January 2020 at Mill Hill County High School. Well done to the following year 7 and 8 pupils…
Cristiano De Freitas Escorcio
Yousef El Hajj
Adam Kent
Nadie Koswattage
Jan Kozlowski
Bartosz Omilian
Marcin Paszel
Clayton Roberts

8 Campion
8 Campion
7 Fisher
8 Campion
7 Campion
7 Campion
8 Ward
8 Fisher

In total our pupils took part in 32 games of competitive over the board chess where they got the opportunity
to test their creativity and knowledge against pupils from 4 other schools.
At the chess club this term we had been looking at the notation of games and the openings. Chess club members were being taught to write their moves down, and those of their opponents and, the senior members of the
club were then discussing ideas and analysing the start of the games.
Professional players do this too with their teams to seek out new opening ideas that will catch an opponent
off guard and, then lead to a blunder that would give a decisive result.
We have also been continuing to look at endgame studies so that our members can recognise when they have a
winning advantage and know how to convert it into a win. The following study is an example of an unusual
situation when a player can win with just a King and a Knight which we looked at for over an hour one Friday
after School when the club went into extra-time! WHITE TO MOVE

SOLUTION: 1.♘e5 ♔h2 2.♔f2 f3 (…♔h1
3.♘g4 f3 4.♔f1 alternative route to same position
18 ♔h1 4.♔f1 f2 5.♘xf2+ ♔h2
4…) 3.♘g4+
6.♘e4 ♔h1 7.♔f2 ♔h2 8.♘d2 ♔h1 9.♘f1 h2
10.♘g3#
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PE
OLYMPIC ATHLETES VISIT

OLYMPIC ATHLETES VISIT
Hi my name is Rayne Jenay Tapper and I’m a 13-yearold national athlete that has competed in English
Schools in Birmingham, South of England
championships, London indoor games, Nationals in
Sheffield just to name a few. Tuesday 11th February
we were able to meet two proficient athletes named
Jordan Smallin (Bobsleigh) and Reuben Arthur
(4x100m Gold medallist in the Commonwealth
games). I was exhilarated because the whole
experience of them visiting our school was mind
blowing, especially
when they shared their arduous
18
journey to success with us. It was such a motivation. I
appreciate the fact that they spent the day motivating
and talking to us through a variety of activities. As an
upcoming international athlete I am going to take this
inspiring day as a motivation to continue believing in
what I love and always try my hardest in class and on
the track because its not unreachable. Nothing is!
Rayne Tapper 9M
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Science

Science week (9th to 13th of March) was once again a roaring success.
We started the week with Madam Pedro offering a look behind the scenes of your favourite crime drama in a
Forensic Science crash course, there was an opportunity to see how suspects can be identified, and moreover
eliminated from enquiries through the use of chemical testing and ballistics measurements.
Students had the opportunity to broaden their skills in the dissection workshops; a staple in the programme each
year, it is always popular with budding veterinarians and those with a taste for the macabre alike.
We had the privilege to watch and participate in the experiments explored by our Key Stage 3 Science Club this
year. They expertly demonstrated their knowledge of surprising misconceptions and unexpected curiosities in the
lunch hall during busking science.
We were fortunate to be able to provide a varied menu
of talks and discussions hosted by our expert staff
including; Space Exploration with Madam Dharsee,
and Psychology in the Modern W orld with Madam
Sadovski.
A new addition to the line-up was Graphs day – a joint
enterprise between the Maths and Science departments
– had the students furiously trying to solve graph-based
problems posted around the school during their
morning and lunch breaks; a few of the intrepid
analysts can be seen below - mid measurement!
We were very pleased to be able to continue our
outreach work ahead of the current travel restrictions –
visiting one of our sister schools St. Edwards for a day
of forensic investigations with their Year 3, 4 and 5
cohorts. All groups seemed to enjoy the experience
and asked some excellent well-informed questions at
the end. We finished the week welcoming
St Theresa’s Year 5 and 6 classes for a whistle-stop
tour of the science department and an introduction to
science in secondary school, again the children had an
impressive knowledge of science and were able to ask
some challenging questions to keep us on our toes!
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Humanities
Year 11 Trip to the Southbank

VISIT TO THE HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT

On Wednesday 4th March, Year 12 Humanities
students studying Politics, History and Geography went
on a trip to the home of British democracy, the Palace
of Westminster; otherwise known as the Houses of
Parliament. They received a tour which enabled the
students to learn about the history of the building itself
in addition to the everyday workings of the building
and the people who work (and in some cases, live)
within. Students were keen, and interested in the way
that one building was able to bring to life so much of
what they have learned in their A-Level subjects so far,
especially the Politics students, and those studying
Stuart History. The students had some good questions
for their tour guide, and seemed in awe of the golden
throne in the House of Lords. The looming Prime
Ministers’ Questions of the day meant they were
unable to see the House of Commons on this occasion
but still received great information about the difference
between the houses. A quick tour of Parliament Square
and a sneak peek at Whitehall, accompanied by the
endlessly helpful historical and political factoids
produced by Ms Chisholm meant that the students were
able to maximise their cultural and democratic
understanding of what it is to rule the country. I can
only hope that this will encourage them to remain
politically engaged and have their say in the way that
the UK is run, especially as the students begin to
approach voting age!
Ms Lewinton
History Teacher
Our Year 11 history students had a very enjoyable
trip to the Southbank this week. All groups had a
guided tour of the Golden Hind, Francis Drake's
flagship on his circumnavigation of the globe from
1577 to 1580. Students were able to recreate the life
of a sailor on the voyage and greatly enjoyed doing
so! The students
18 then split into two groups and visited
the Old Operating Theatre in Southwark or the
Florence Nightingale Museum in St Thomas'
Hospital. Some students also greatly enjoyed looking
at Weimar-era art and other modern art in the Tate
Modern. All students were a delight on the trip and
hopefully will have benefited greatly in their
preparation for their summer exams.
Mr Harris
Head of Humanities
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Humanities
Douglas Haig: Hero or Butcher?
Last week, Year 8 had a History lesson examining the
interpretations and reinterpretations of Field Marshall Douglas
Haig’s command during WW1. With this knowledge, they had
to decide whether they believed the evidence that he was in fact
the ‘butcher of the Somme’ or whether his leadership has been
misunderstood since. The best way to decide…put him on trial!

So (with the help of 7Campion too), year 8 split into prosecution
and defence teams, examined their evidence (completed due
diligence) and prepared their witnesses for the stand. They then
had to inform the opposition (discovery) so that they could
prepare for cross-examination.
Witnesses were called up in turn, and questioned and crossexamined by both the prosecution and the defence. The
evidence and witness testimony was heard by both the judge and
the jury, followed by rousing closing statements – prepared in
advance for homework - and then the jury debated the case. In
one trial, Haig was declared innocent of all charges, and
pronounced a national hero in a confident judgement
pronounced by the judge. The other saw the jury unable to reach
a unanimous decision and after pooling the jury, the decision
was left to the very capable judge. He determined that Haig was
guilty and sentenced him to 10 years in prison. Students were
excited to learn about the process of a trial and took to it with
great enthusiasm. In addition to some excellent historical
examination, there were some dramatic performances,
particularly by the witnesses, that would have made Madames
McCrone and Gibb proud. Some excellent learning was done
over these two lessons and we can already see some lawyers in
the making!
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Humanities

SOLVING WILLIAM THE CONQUEROR’S PROBLEMS!
Year 7 have been learning about what life was like for William of Normandy following his victory at the Battle of
Hastings. Last week, they solved the problem of how to know how much tax to charge – the Domesday book –
and this week they were trying to work out how William rewarded his soldiers to maintain their loyalty. The
answer, the feudal system. Once students had learned about the feudal system, they were asked to create a whole
class system explaining what was offered and what was expected in return. They had to show the directions of
patronage and homage, with a task which engaged the whole class as well as working on their teamwork and
communication.
Ms Lewinton
History Teacher
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Sixth Form

All year 12 students, accompanied by new Head of
Sixth form Ms Binz, attended a UCAS fair at Brunel
university in March. Many students returned from
this motivated and thinking about the university
applications they would make in the Summer/
Autumn.
Current y13s were keeping their heads down and
working hard so that they could fulfil their offers
and get accepted to the universities of their choice....

Of course, the Covid-19 UK emergency response
meant that Sixth form had to assume a new normalvirtual learning, masks and so on-for a period, but this
has not stopped the sixth formers from continuing
hard work.
Whilst it is understood that Year 13 students' terminal
exam grades will partly be achieved by teacher's
predictions, exam boards will also take assignments,
assessment, prior attainment and coursework into
account so that students at home should still be
keeping up the momentum and staying on top of their
studies as they
18work towards their university goals!....
The planned Masquerade-themed graduation ball
which had been planned for a Summer evening in the
aftermath of exams will now be rescheduled for
September and we look forward to celebrating this
vital rite of passage with our students before they
move on to the next phase of their journey...
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Sixth Form

There is no greater pleasure for a school than seeing the students nurtured by you going on to fulfil the dreams and
goals they've discussed with you for so many years. In this time of adversity, a reminder that there is a bright and
hopeful tomorrow ahead...
Some of our students' university destinations are as follows:
Ben Deghani - Southampton to study medicine.
Vhea Sobravinas - English Literature at King's college or Queen Mary.
Filip Kocik - An offer at the prestigious Kings College to study History and an unconditional offer at Leicester.
Jennifer Neves - York, Cardiff or Liverpool- Biomedicine.
Rashida Ngwu - Exeter - Medical imaging
Sarah Kneer - Liverpool - Mechanical Engineering
Daman Sawhney - Bath or Nottingham, Economics.
Elena Gkrimpizi - Queen Mary to study Economics and International finance.
Genta Malaj - Offers from UCL, Kings and Queen Mary to study English Literature.
Tinisha Christie - Offers from Nottingham, Southhampton, Birmingham to study Psychology
Jasroop Sandhu - Pearson College London - The Art of visual effects.
Emmanuela Annakwah - King's College - Mental health nursing.
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Sarah Cortes Bohorquez - Queen Mary university- Psychology
Paul Nartey - Offers from Exeter,,Southampton, Liverpool for Politics and Philosophy.
Max Walczak - Offers for Bristol, Southampton, City for Accounting and finance.
Natalie Rutagimirwa - Leicester university - Chemistry
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Ski Trip
Once again, the Bishop Douglass Ski Trip was an
exhilarating, enriching and enjoyable experience!
Students travelled to Bad Gastein, Austria at the start
of the half term break and spent the holiday skiing
across some of the countries best mountains.
Instructors were thoroughly impressed by our students'
efforts and kindness on the slopes.

Marcin (8W), Rachael (8F), Ter-Kwan (8O),
Tashana (9F), Manahwee (9F), Josh (11C) had
never been skiing before. Despite this, all of them went
on to master the sport. All the students made it onto the
intermediate red slopes in just 5 days of lessons.
Spending 5 hours with an instructor each day saw the
student progress from the simple snow-plough to
mastering parallel skiing.
Alongside skiing during the day, students had the
opportunity to take part in a number of other activities.
Ice skating, bowling and bum-boarding which kept the
students active after dinner!

A huge well done to all the students and a big THANK
YOU to the parents who supported this trip and waited
6 hours for their children to arrive home following
storm delays in Calais!
Mr Reed
Ski Trip Organiser
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Summer Term Date 2020
N.B: All dates are correct at time of going to press. They are ALL subject to change.

SUMMER TERM 2020
First Half: Monday, 20 April – Friday, 22 May
May Day: Friday, 8 May
Half-term: Monday, 25 May – Friday, 29 May
Second Half: Monday, 1 June – Friday, 17 July

Bishop Douglass School
Hamilton Road,
London N2 0SQ
Tel: 020 8444 5211
Fax: 020 8444 0416
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