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“God so loved the world, he gave his
only son so that we may not perish
but have eternal life”.
John 3:16
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An Easter Message
Ryan’s Ramblings …….from the Chaplain’s Desk Easter 2016
Dear All,
Easter is a journey and in this fifth week of Lent it seems that there is still a long way to go to
arrive at “Easter”. I know there isn’t, it is literally round the corner; I however, feel there is
still a long way to go to prepare for that great moment!
My repeated refrain from Year 7 to Year 13 is –“we are on a journey.” Bishop Douglass is on a journey in
Pursuit of Excellence! We will not stop until we arrive there. Then when we arrive, we will continue the journey,
because it is “a never-ending journey.” The period of Lent we are in has given us much food for thought particularly this year when we celebrate what Pope Francis calls a “Year of Mercy” during which we look out for
all those moments when we ourselves can be merciful to others as God is merciful with us.
More than anything I think this calls for an awareness of all things around us: people and nature. God is creator
and so everything that exists belongs to God. Each of us is called to nurture that creation; we begin the nurturing
with our own selves, so as staff and students at Bishop Douglass School we strive to be the best in everything we
do. As teachers and support staff we do our best to afford the pupils under our care the very best of ourselves so
that their journey is nurtured and helped forward. Likewise with our students who work diligently in class and at
home to enhance their own learning and the learning of their classmates. In our school though, that is not enough.
During Lent we are making and have made a valuable contribution in our fundraising events to help The Passage
which is the Charity of The Archdiocese of Westminster aiming to help the Homeless and empowering them to
come in off the streets of London. This is mercy-in-action and we are doing our part and doing it exceptionally
well.
This great period of self-awareness and preparation gives us ample opportunity to work towards making the
world a better place. Again, it’s the “together” word that makes it possible. Together we test and challenge one
another in our pursuit of excellence and I know we are getting there. We had the “Westminster Diocesan
Inspection of the Catholic Life of the School on behalf of the Archbishop” recently. The RE Department has
worked and continues to work for the total growth of the person – we don’t want to fill our students’ minds with
“knowledge and stuff;” we want them all to grow up into wonderful human beings filled with the wisdom and
spirit of a loving and merciful God.
The real reason for our need to change isn’t anything in us really. I need to change because I can see the
18 a better person. I know also that I
marvellous love God has for me and that’s what pushes me forward to being
cannot do it on my own and that I need my community to be with me and right now. That community is Bishop
Douglass! I wish you all the loving peace that this part of our journey wishes to share with you for a fruitful Lent
and a blessed Easter.
Every blessing to you and yours.
Fr. Kevin, S.X.

Chaplain
2

Headteacher Message
I am very pleased with the way things are progressing at Bishop Douglass. We were
delighted to receive a letter of congratulations from Nick Gibbs, Minister of State of
Schools, congratulating us on being in the top 100 schools in the country for valueadded progress between key stages 2 and 4. The governors are delighted with the
results of our recent S48 Diocesan Religious Education inspection. Congratulations
to our outstanding RE department led by Ms Hajiantoni and also to Father Kevin and
Mrs Brett who led on the Catholic life of the school.
Our exam groups in year 10, 11 and the Sixth form are working hard and there is a
determination on the part of pupils and staff to do well. Recent mock results augur
well for forthcoming public examinations. The Easter break will give all of us a
chance to recharge our batteries but I know many staff are coming in over the break
to put on additional sessions for pupils. It is evident from a cursory glance at “Show
My Homework” that pupils have got Easter tasks to complete and revision to
undertake.
Of course, we are not simply focused on academic work at Bishop Douglass but take our leisure and other
pursuits seriously as well. We have been particularly strong in basketball this year; our year 9 and 11 girls’ team
won Gold in the Barnet Championship and Year 10’s won Silver. I remind parents that we have a plethora of
clubs running in the school including chess, table tennis and science club to name but three.
Our application for Academy status was put on hold due to the last election but we are now in a position to
resume our application process with the aim of the school joining the Cardinal Hume Academies Trust at some
point in the new school year. I will of course keep parents informed as to progress.
I am sorry to have to say goodbye at the end of term to Tim Baines our resident school keeper who has given
nine years sterling service - we wish him all the best in his new workplace. We are also sorry to lose Mrs
Melanczuk, who is leaving after eight years of dedicated service as Head of EAL.
I have been impressed with the standard of uniform and presentation of our pupils and would remind parents that
pupil hairstyles must be sensible and not exaggerated, coloured or lined and that eyebrows must not be cut. Can I
express my hope that you will participate in Easter services at your local parishes and I take the opportunity to
wish you all a happy and holy Easter.
Martin Tissot
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Acting Headteacher
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From the Editor
We are pleased to present to you another terms worth of hard work and effort
in this, the Easter edition of “The Douglass”. So many exciting things have
been taking place in and around the school. We really are proud of the efforts
of both students and staff because everybody has come together once again so
that we can be the best we can.
A special mention must go to those Sixth Formers who have received their
University offers and those others who are still waiting with baited breath.
Last year 25% of our Sixth Formers achieved Russell Group university places.
This year, we are hoping to exceed that number. Our Sixth Formers are
working hard together with the help of their teachers in order to achieve
another set of outstanding results.
Year 11 students are also working exceptionally hard to secure their GCSEs. Last week saw the second
round of trial exams for all exam classes from years 10-13. We really do hope they all benefit from this
practice so that the summer results will be another set of pleasing ones for our school community.
Despite all this hard work, our students still make time for community work. The monthly tea dances for
elderly members of our local community have been a roaring success. The weekly IT classes led by our
Sixth Formers in collaboration with Age UK also continue to be well received. You will read over the
coming pages how much this community work has really benefited our Sixth Formers.
Two very special events took place this term: NSPCC Number Day and World Book Day. Both events saw
staff dress up as either numbers or characters from their favourite books. We really do hope that we can
encourage our young people to become more active in their numeracy and literacy through the celebration of
these days.
It was extremely encouraging to see departments come together in the co-ordination of their World Book
Day outfits. The English department looked superbly glamourous as characters from the F. Scott Fitzgerald
classic, ‘The Great Gatsby’. The IT department made a splendid effort as characters from ‘The 101
Dalmatians’ written by Dodie Smith. I must mention the efforts of the Sociology department (one of the
departments I teach in), who took on characters from J.K. Rowling’s Harry Potter, and the list could just go
on and on.
I have just mentioned a few of my most well remembered moments, but you will read about so much more
18 hard work and dedication that goes
over the coming pages. This really should give you a flavour of all the
into building Bishop Douglass School into a Catholic community which is high achieving, successful,
spiritual and serving to our wider community. May I take this opportunity to say a huge thank-you to all that
have contributed to the Easter edition. Wishing everybody a happy, enjoyable and peaceful Easter holiday!
Miss Wilkhu,
Assistant Headteacher,
Head of Sixth Form.
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RE - Catholic Life of the School

SPEC
SIXTH FORM MERCY ME RETREAT
26 January 2016
“What a beautiful truth of faith this is for our lives: The Mercy of God! God’s love for us is so great, so deep; it
is an unfailing love, one which always takes us by the hand and supports us, lifts us up and leads us on”.
Pope Francis: ‘The Church of Mercy’
On Tuesday the 26th of January a group of Sixth Formers attended a retreat to the SPEC centre. It was an
enjoyable experience as students got the opportunity to learn in depth about the Year of Mercy. The staff were all
very friendly and were easy to talk to but it was the manner in which they interacted with the students which was
special, showing first-hand what it was to ‘receive acts of mercy’. It was an all-round positive experience. Here
are some quotes from students who attended:
“For some it was a day away from lessons, for others it was an enlightening experience. Regardless, we all
explored the Year of Mercy in depth and discussed theological views on being ‘good people’. Towards the end of
the retreat we were given time to reflect on our day in the chapel. Although the retreat was aimed at Theology
students some came out of personal interest, showing just how appealing the retreat was.”
Stephanie Sousa 12A and Angelica Balos 12A
“The retreat made me change into an even better person; I feel like doing good deeds and helping people out
more. I think everyone needs to experience a retreat because it really makes you think about life and what is truly
important. Moreover, the activities were fun and broke the ice between the students and the people there. The
leader, Terry, was a lovely person and inspired me to be a better person and do my best to follow what God
teaches us. I think that everyone should experience a retreat because it will help us follow what Bishop Douglass
is really about – caring for the community”.
Karen Terzi 12W
“Going to the retreat gave me the chance to reflect upon the theme of mercy. We managed to take part in
interactive tasks that gave us the opportunity to think and reflect on how we show goodness towards others. This
was helpful as it linked to our RX lessons”.
Rewayda Abdulahi 12A
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Sixth Form News
Sixth form university offer update.
A number of students have been receiving their offers from the universities of their choice. The focus is
now on achieving the grades that they need to secure their places. Karlo Laroza 6S has received an
unconditional offer from Birmingham to read Philosophy. Neil Maddalora 6S has been awarded a
KPMG Scholarship to Durham to study Accountancy and Finance on the condition of achieving BBB at
A Level. (He is predicted A*AB). He has also been offered BBB by Southampton on condition he makes
them his firm choice.
Other students have received offers from Russell Group universities. These include Morteza Naim 6S
(Design Engineering at Imperial College, Leeds); Tia Augustine 6L (Psychology at Leicester); Misan
Boyo 6S (Economics at York, Liverpool, Southampton); Gabriela Cioclu 6S (Biomedical sciences at
Kings College London, Queen Mary and Warwick); Jenelle Lewis Allagoa 6S (Law at Bristol,
Warwick, Nottingham); Marthemille Mpanzu 6S (Financial Mathematics at Leicester, Nottingham,
Southampton); Padraic Walsh 6S (Financial Mathematics at Queen Mary, Manchester, and
Southampton).

Year 12 university preparation.
On Thursday March 17 year 12 sixth form students attended the annual UCAS Exhibition. This year it
took place at Brunel University. This is the time when students intending to apply to university can talk
face to face with representatives from all the universities in the UK and some from overseas.
The UCAS exhibition also offered the opportunity to attend seminars on a range of topics such as
preparing for student life, applying to Oxford, Cambridge and for Medicine as well as giving advice on
careers in science, the technologies and law.
So it was as always a busy day - as well as being a little daunting with over 150 universities having a
stall for students to visit and seminars to attend. However, it provided an excellent starting point for the
application process which will start in earnest after the summer examinations.
18
University Taster sessions which give sixth form students a chance to experience a university course,
are also proving popular amongst Year 12. Living in London we are fortunate in having free taster
courses easily accessible to us at all the London University colleges.
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Sixth Form and the Community
The Bishop Douglass Tea Dance is one of the ways in which the school practises its Catholic ethos. The Tea
Dance is a monthly event entirely organised by Sixth Form volunteers.
Having run the Tea Dance for several months, the current Sixth Form team have acquired numerous skills that
they wouldn’t have been able to without the opportunity to organise and partake in the event. Here are some
quotes from some students who have actively contributed to the Tea Dance this academic year.
Misan Boyo 6S
“The Tea dance has been a truly great bonding session, I’ve met really amazing people with tonnes of experience
and amazing stories to share and without the possibility of the tea dance I wouldn’t have had the opportunity to
interact with the elderly people of the local community. Considering that many young people are so detached from
the previous generations, the tea dance is a great opportunity to bridge the gap. Participating in the Tea Dance
has made me realise that the two generations aren’t that dissimilar. For example, one lovely lady asked me to
teach her some modern dance styles and in return she taught me the Waltz. Also, the planning and organisation
element really enabled us to become independent. We were left to plan the entire event, from baking to the
promotion of the event with the influential guidance of both Madame Wilkhu and Madame Evans.”
Martha Mpanzu 6S
“The tea dance has helped me become a better leader. As Head Girl, I was given joint responsibility over the
organisation and preparation of the event. I have really begun to understand what it means to be a good leader,
through delegation and having a reliable team. In addition to this, I realised that you can participate and enjoy
yourself as well as being instrumental in the organisation of an event.”
Daniel Lotara 6C
“Helping in the tea dance is an activity that I really enjoyed. It enabled me to develop my communication and
leadership skills, in addition to having fun as well. It is something that I loved participating in and I hope that I
will continue to be able to do similar events in the near future.”
Deisy Rojas 6C
“The Tea dance has taught me how to approach elderly people and understand their generation. Without this
event, I wouldn’t have realised how much fun they can be.”
Mary Okpo 6S
“Helping out with the tea dance has enabled me to develop great communication skills. I felt pretty fulfilled as it
made me happy to see so many local elderly people having fun. It’s a big shame that I wouldn’t be here to help
next academic year.”
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Neil Maddolora 6S
“The tea dance is one of the ways that students of Bishop Douglass School
show our schools’ catholic ethos; we take pride in satisfying the needs of our
local community.”
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Sixth Form and the Community
Bishop Douglass Sixth Formers help teach ICT skills to
local elderly people. This is done on a weekly basis in
collaboration with Age UK. Here Montanna Japaul 6L
discusses her experiences.
“I have been running Age UK for two consecutive years. I
have found that it has helped me to combat elderly
loneliness. I help run a befriending service at Bishop
Douglass School by pairing up an elderly person with an
intelligent sixth form student. These students are willing to
devote an hour of their time to teach the elderly people
how to use some of the latest technologies.
I believe that this has helped me with my organisational
skills, as I have to ensure that all the equipment and
supplies are ready for the day. I have developed speaking
skills as I had to learn how to project my voice when
announcing meetings and reminding students. I have also
learnt how to develop my communication skills in the way
I communicate with older people”.

PTA Quiz
On Thursday 10th March we hosted a quiz in aid of The Passage, a diocesan homeless charity based in Victoria.
We are supporting ‘The Passage’ during Lent, and this evening gave us a great opportunity to involve the whole
community in raising funds. The quiz was supported by teachers, parents, Governors and ex - Bishop Douglass
staff. Everyone had a really enjoyable evening, and the atmosphere was relaxed and light hearted. The BD Old
Boys clenched the win, but only marginally, leaving many teams asking when there will be a rematch! The
raffle was supported by local businesses that were keen to support our fundraising. In total we raised £305, and
18
this money will be added to the additional fundraising we are doing during this Lenten period.
Thank you to everyone who took part in the quiz, and we look forward to hosting future events. The Bishop
Douglass PTA welcomes all new members, and if you would like to become more involved in the school
community please contact Mrs Brett for more details.

8

E-Praise
Students who achieve a high number of E-Praise points are invited to a half termly special breakfast. Austin
Knight 11F has penned the following of his experience as a breakfast guest.
“What better way to reward students than with a scrumptious breakfast? Without forgetting that it was also all
for free! This banquet was organised in order to celebrate the pupils' incredible e-praise totals. The
ambiance at the table of the praised pupils was vibrant and the food was delicious - especially the hot
chocolate. My greatest compliments go to the chef for the French pastries that were presented on the table. In
my opinion, this event should be repeated as it was a brilliant way to reward the high achieving e-praise
students”.
This terms gold certificates
go to the following students:
Jun
Elisha
Arber
Takemi
Leigh
Chrysi

Nabeshima
Chan
Malaj
Tsubokawa
Geli
Mavroudi

7 More
8 Campion
7 More
8 More
7 Ward
8 Owen

A huge well done to the gold
certificate winners!

Peer Mentoring
The peer mentoring scheme continues this term, with key stage 3 pupils meeting their sixth form mentors
weekly. Tia Jalloh 7F has found the support of an older pupil very helpful in settling in at the school, “We
talked about how we could improve my behaviour and discussed any problems I have had.”. Her mentor Sizel
Temel 6S said, “It's great to be giving back to the Bishop Douglass community and I'm learning things about
myself too.”
A number of year 12 peer mentors, and year 9 pupils who have been recognised as potential future peer
mentors, have also taken part in an anti-bullying workshop this term, led by the Diana Award. Other schools
participated in this training that took place at Bishop Douglass School which aimed to equip pupils to become
effective anti-bullying ambassadors in their school. Two pupils from Bishop Douglass were elected leaders of
the ambassadors at our school, and have met to consider how they plan to operate. Genta Malaj 9F had this to
say about the event:
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“I found the Diana-Award Anti-Bullying training that took place at Bishop Douglass with five other schools,
really informative and fun. I loved how I got to learn more about bullying and ways to stop it using fun
activities. I learnt about the Diana Award, and how we can prevent bullying in school by being Anti-Bullying
Ambassadors. I know the impact that bullying can have on a person, and the many forms of bullying. In
addition, talking to people I have never met before from other schools has made me feel more confident. We
will take this experience and information and use it to help make Bishop Douglass School a school where there
is no bullying, thanks to the Diana Award training”.
9

A day in the life of a
Model UN delegate
8:45 - After eagerly awaiting the arrival of our final
delegate (12 in total) we alighted the minibus and made
our way to Highgate Wood School. The students were
very excited and keen to arrive.

13:00 - Students break for lunch of chicken and rice
or cheese and tomato tart with salad followed by
chocolate cake and custard. During this time students
network and form alliances with other committee
members.

09:15 - Students are looking through the committee lists
to spot the delegates they met at the west London
conference we attended last month. Matthew spots the
name of a young lady he was particularly impressed by
last time. Trudy and Tomasz are discussing bargaining
tactics and poring over their notes. Kezzia is
highlighting her position paper studiously.

14:00 - While other committees begin writing their
resolutions in working papers to tackle issues such as
trafficking and women's rights, the security council
are still discussing how best to tackle the Syrian crisis.
This committee is for more experienced delegates as
they have to respond to updates and changes, such as
some countries making use of biological weapons
against ISIS, the establishment of the Free Syrian
Army as government!

During the day they will take part in moderated and unmoderated caucuses, where they get to share their
country positions and learn who their allies and enemies
will be.

15:45 - Students have had a chance to chat and
refresh with some juice, fruit and biscuits before
heading into the closing ceremony. This draws the
debates to a close and also allows the committee
chairs to feed back the outcomes of their committees
as well as awarding prizes for the best position paper,
honourable mention and best delegate. The final
award is for best delegation overall, which we won
last year... Will we hold on to our title? Alas it was
not to be. We did, however, win two individual
awards. First time and youngest delegate Lucas
Lazar (8C) and experienced Model UN delegate,
sixth former Charles Tembo (12A) were both
awarded 'Distinguished delegate ' in their committees!
Well done! The training begins for the next
conference in early July and as
our year11 students finish their
18 for the
exams and leave
summer we will be looking for
more fresh faces to join our
successful Model UN team!

10:00 – The opening ceremony takes place with the
head of Highgate Wood School giving a motivational
speech that emphasises collective action and advocacy.
The guest speaker is Labour MP for Hornsey and Wood
Green, Catherine West. She talks about ways to deal
with the refugee crisis and emphasises the local impact
of the crisis. Students are then led out to their separate
committees and the day's work begins!
10:45 - In the UNDOC Matthew Tembo speaks frankly
about Chad's limited capacity to support large numbers
of refugees and receives scrutiny from the USA
delegate. An un-moderated caucus is proposed to
further discuss the issues raised.
11:30 - In the UNICEF committee the debate has
moved to un-moderated discussion and delegates are
taking it in turns to share their points of view and come
to a resolution. Kezzia and Nneka are engaging in
discussion with a number of other delegates with advice
from the chair to focus on shorter-term solutions.
12:00 - In UNWRA there is voting in favour of an unmoderated caucus to discuss draft resolutions. Should
there be fixed amounts of refugees taken by every
country or just recommendations?
10

Britain's Got Talent
BRITAIN’S GOT TALENT REWARD TRIP
On the 22nd and 27th of January 90 students were given the great chance to go and see “Britain’s Got Talent
Live” auditions at the Dominion Theatre. Students that were given the opportunity to go on this trip had achieved
zero sanctions for this academic year.
Mr Frempong, Head of Year 9, supported by a group of fellow teachers led students from school into Tottenham
Court Road, where students were given a few hours to eat, relax and see the hustle and bustle of Oxford Street.
Then it was off to see the show! The students of Bishop Douglass definitely made our school proud, they stood
with poise and patience until it was our turn to enter the theatre.
For those that are unsure, “Britain’s Got Talent” is one of the spectacular ITV programmes which is broadcast on
national television. Witnessing the talent and lack of talent of the contestants was a great way to end the night for
the students, they were pleading to stay longer and deep down the teachers wanted to stay as well. The reward
trip was a great experience for the students and hopefully something they will always remember.
Mrs Nelson.
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“The trip was a great bonding experience with our peers. We saw celebrities such as Simon Cowell and we saw
a variety of acts like a dance group with people dressed up as the royal family. I am glad I had this experience”.

11

The Globe Theatre
On 8th March 100 year 7, 8 and 9 students braved the freezing temperatures and ventured to the Globe
Theatre in London to take part in a very unique event. A special, student friendly performance of
Shakespeare's 'Twelfth Night' had been brought kicking and screaming into the 21st century and left a capacity
audience shrieking with delight! Whether joining in with the actors singing "Now watch me whip, Now watch
me nae nae!", being sprayed with water by the actors or having confetti rained down upon them, the audience
were very much part of the performance from beginning to end. Despite having experienced the performance
as a groundling - yes, that's right, they had to stand throughout the whole 90 minute performance, the students
had a fantastic time and when asked if they would like to go again, they answered a resounding “Yes”!
This was the fifth reward trip this academic year that has recognised the consistently excellent behaviour and
attendance of the young people at Bishop Douglass School. More exciting trips will follow and everyone has
the opportunity to be included on that reward list if they can truly be the best they can be in the coming weeks.
Huge congratulations to all who attended the trip - your behaviour was impeccable and it was a pleasure to
share such a wonderful afternoon with you all.
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The Ski Trip
Whilst for many students the February half term provided a well-earned break, seven students from Bishop
Douglass embarked on a 21 hour coach journey to the Austrian ski resort of Kitzbühel. Students from years
7, 8 and 9 joined a party of 49 students from St George's School in an eight day long ski trip. Many of the
students had not skied before but by the end they were able to more than hold their own.
Surrounded by beautiful Austrian scenery, students undertook lessons led by an experienced ski school.
Progress was quick with students soon being able to master the training slope by day three. Day four meant
venturing into the clouds to attack, for many, their first ever ‘blue run’. Despite the odd ‘drop’ students soon
became confident and by the end of the trip were skiing independently within their groups through the
Austrian mountains.
When not out on the slopes students took part in a range of evening activities. Activities included
tobogganing, a quiz evening, team building exercises (which included a hotly contested yodeling
competition!) And a huge snowball fight. All students returned safely from the trip having made many new
friends and encountering new experiences. All students were a credit to the school but a special mention goes
to Rafael Adorhina (9M) who won the 'Gentleman of the Tour' award.
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Highly Able
As part of the school’s commitment to ensuring that its
most able students are challenged to achieve as highly
as possible, Bishop Douglass School has run an
extended essay-writing club. The Sage Club (‘sage’
coming from the Greek Sophos, meaning someone who
possesses wisdom), takes the format of two sessions
within a subject, run by an experienced member of
staff. Students undertake extended research homework
on the topic, and then in the final hour students produce
an essay in response to the question set. Students’
work is marked and feedback given to ensure that
students’ thinking has been challenged and celebrated.
There follows an example of a superb Sage Club essay
written by Lubna Khatun 11C. It was researched and
then written under exam conditions. You will see Mr
Harris’s comments at the end.
What defines the identity of a migrant community?
Identity refers to the idea that a person or a group has
certain attributes which define their character. They
believe these attributes best portray who they are.
Attributes are external factors for example race,
ethnicity, religion or where they are from.
The identity of a migrant community may be revealed
by themselves: where they are from, what their
preferences are, what some things they are known for
are. Furthermore, I think that the media have a huge
role in portraying a certain “group” or “community”.
The media have the power to send across a certain
message to many people in many different ways. For
instance, the conflict approach suggests that the media
is not “free” and actually those who own media outlets
are in a strong position to put across their sole opinions.
The media may choose to use certain groups as a
“scape goat” or even label them as dangerous or a
threat to society. And so, this contorted view that has
been published by say one individual can subtly –
overtime – manipulate the minds of others. Thus
entailing that identity is not defined by the migrant
group but something that is forced onto them.
On the other hand, the media may praise and favour a
certain community of people and therefore choose to

publish articles that only work in that aspect.
On the other hand, the media may praise and favour a
certain community of people and therefore choose to
publish articles that only work in that aspect.
Another factor, besides the media, is crime rate. If a
particular “migrant community” have high levels of
crime associated with them or a particular crime that
will start to define their identity as well. Crime rate will
also lead to the portrayal of them in the media.
Personally, I believe that everyone has an individual,
set identity and when grouped with people of similar
traits they become classified almost as one. This goes
hand in hand with stereotypes I guess. But in reality,
just because a certain person is from the same place,
has the same religion and cultural background it does
not mean their identity is one in the same.
From the idea that people has passive identities, you
can understand that everyone has preferences., traits
and hobbies and views for example that shape their
“character” or identity. But this may not always be
what they portray on the forefront. I think, when
discussing and defining the identity of a particular
group we must take this factor into account.
Many Mexican Americans have assimilated to a high
degree. They make up over 31 million of the
population. Despite this, many US born Mexicans
marry non Mexicans and so certain traditions and
attributes will now be mixed and intertwined with
something new. This second generation of Mexicans
almost completely lose their Spanish and adopt English
as their first language. In this sense, defining a “migrant
community” may become very difficult or “different”
in a sense. 18
Mr Harris’s comments:
Lubna's essay demonstrated autonomous interdisciplinary thinking. Lubna drew on her learning from
sociology to apply it to her essay on historical and
cultural identity. This skill will stand her in good stead
at university!
14

Careers
The weekly careers programme continues with lunch time careers talks and this term we have had presentations
from a doctor (trainee surgeon), a psychotherapist, an artist and an editor as well as a presentation about the
different types of apprenticeships in the health and social care sector. The next scheduled careers talk is from an
in-house lawyer who will be advising students on alternative investment funds in emerging markets.
As part of the school's careers programme students in years 9 and 11 had a presentation from a
representative from Interserve about 'Life after GCSEs' and following on from this the students in the Sixth
Form had a presentation on 'Life after A Levels'.

Chess

Bishop Douglass is currently in the middle of its annual interschool chess tournament. With a mammoth
number of participants entering the tournament, the competition is fierce to find the schools 2016 chess master.
So far, five of the seven rounds have been played and currently with standing the following students are placed:
First (Bobby Chikavhu, 13L), second (James Warner, 9F) and18
third (Ravidu Galappaththie, 12M).
However two more rounds are still to be played so the verdict is still out to find the best chess player within the
school. We wish all the participants the best of luck with their remaining games and eagerly look forward to the
winners’ ceremony where many prizes will be given to a range of participants (including best loser, best sport
and most effort shown). The deserving chess master will win four cinema tickets and complementary food to
any film at any MyVue cinema franchise. Regardless to say all participants have enjoyed competing in another
successful interschool tournament. Look out for the winners in the next edition.
15

Art and Design
The students within the Art Department have been working hard towards their exam projects for GCSE and
A Level this term. We wish them every success in their forthcoming examinations.
M Wertheimer H Faik
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Art and Design
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Business Studies
The Year 9 Business Studies pupils are eagerly anticipating the week where they start the second of the
McDonald’s challenges relating to ‘careers and employability’. Students are challenged to consider the
recruitment process from the employer’s point of view, exploring the importance of employability skills and
how they underpin both the success of a business and their own career achievement. This is a valuable insight
into the world of work and shows the students which qualities employers are looking for from their applicants.
Furthermore, during the task we will hear from McDonald’s workers who come from a variety of different
backgrounds as we seek to learn from their practical experiences.

Business Slogans - Trivia Questions
The following are a selection of some company business slogans. Can you guess which company slogans they
are?
Think outside the box
Breakfast of Champions
Eat Fresh
I'm lovin' it
It's just made for you
It's finger lickin' good
Obey your thirst
Taste the Rainbow
The Worlds Local Bank
It Does Exactly What it Says on the Tin
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(Answers on the back page)

In pursuit of excellence.
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Drama
This term we have seen the rise of many fantastic performers in the drama department. Due to their
outstanding effort, skill and enthusiasm the following students have been selected as ‘Performer of the
Term’. Congratulations to all of them for their hard work and success.
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Drama
The Year 7’s have been venturing to another planet this term! They have been thinking
about the use of space and have been creating their own spaceships. They have been
using music as a stimulus for devising their own take-offs.
7F (photographed below) produced some exciting rocket launches and are safely on
their way to the new planet. We wish them the best of luck.
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Drama
The Year 8’s this term have been studying the play, ‘Legal Weapon 2’ written by Mark Wheeler. We have
been practically exploring the playwright’s intentions through the use of comedy and exaggeration.
8M (photographed below) produced some outstanding work whilst creating their own freeze frames based on
the plays opening scene.
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English

World Book Day 2016 – A roaring success!
Rising to the occasion, as they always do, the staff of Bishop Douglass donned their finest book-themed outfits
for World Book Day 2016. Departments had been asked to come up with a fiction-based theme for the day and
they did not disappoint! Some of the novels represented by teachers on the day were:
Jazz age classic The Great Gatsby (English)
Lewis Carol’s timeless classic Alice in Wonderland (RE)
Children’s favourites The Wizard of Oz (Maths) and Peter Pan (Drama and Music)
Edgy A-level novel Fight Club (Science)
And many, many more…
The students responded brilliantly to this initiative, engaging in conversations with teachers about books and
their own reading choices and preferences. Many students said they’d have liked to dress up as their favourite
characters from fiction too, and this is something that we will ask the pupil council to discuss in preparation for
next year’s World Book Day.
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English

Debate mate
At Bishop Douglass, we want to ensure that students’ literacy includes excellent verbal reasoning skills. Led by
Mrs Grounds, “Debate mate” is now in its second year here and a team of keen debaters work with external
providers weekly in honing their powers of persuasion!
This term, we have been the host school for two separate “Debate mate” tournaments. This meant hosting
several schools from within and beyond the borough (including The Archer Academy, St Thomas More School,
Highgate School, Parliament Hill, The Totteridge Academy, and many more) and participating in a very
competitive inter-school series of debates on a range of topical issues.
Our school’s debaters are from a variety of year groups, from Year 8 to Year 10. Some of the stars of our teams
include Matthew Tembo, Christina and Konstantinos Koutsouvlakis, Nitara Wikayatilake, Terma Mousavian.
This team – a force to be reckoned with, took on and defeated local free-school The Archer Academy (twice) as
well as St Thomas More.
However, the real star of our debaters is Year 8 student, Jordan Shodeinde who was singled out for special
praise by the “Debate mate” team as being an exceptional orator!
We are now looking for new debaters to join the 2016-2017 “Debate mate” team! All enthusiastic students
welcome to come and see Mrs Grounds for further information.
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Geography
The Geography department has had a busy start to the term with key stage 4 and 5 trips taking place within
the first six weeks. The GCSE geographers went away in January on our annual residential to Flatford Mill
for three days and two nights to study coastal erosion and management at Walton on the Naze. The A level
students went further afield on their Residential to Slapton in Devon for four days to study crowded coasts
and rural and urban rebranding. Both trips were a huge success and can be described as the best yet!
GCSE - 27th January to the 29th January
On Wednesday the 27th of January 16 year 11 students, Mr Clare and Madam Auduc left school in good
spirits for three days of geography, and we weren’t disappointed. We arrived at the centre, had our packed
lunch and a little time to settle in to our rooms before the work started. The students didn’t have long to
relax before we started work and prepared for the next day by writing our introductions to our controlled
assessment and getting to grips with the fieldwork methods we would use the next day.
We left the field study centre early on the Thursday as the tidy was expected just after midday and an early
rise was the only way to collect valuable data. It was cold but students worked well to collect the data
required for their controlled assessment. In the evening students worked extremely hard to get their write
ups completed. The commitment to work was brilliant to see and showed how fantastically hard working
Bishop Douglass students are.
On Friday we travelled home after some data presentation in the morning. Students said they were happy to
be returning home but had thoroughly enjoyed the experience of learning about geography out in the field.
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Geography

A Level – 2nd February to the 5th February
The very next week Mr Clare and Madam Chisholm took 11 A Level students to Slapton Ley in Devon. We
left early on Tuesday morning to beat the traffic and enable us to have time measuring coastal defences on
the beach at Beesands. The 7am departure time enabled us to arrive at the field study centre for 1:30pm and
students didn’t have long before they were in the field measuring the effectiveness of management
techniques on the coast.
During the A-level residential there isn’t much time in the classroom because we have a lot of content to get
through and most of our days are spent out in the field collecting data. On Wednesday students studied land
use in crowded coastal regions in Torquay. On Thursday we visited Plymouth to look at urban rebranding
and the different uses of heritage and culture to regenerate a place. Then before leaving on Friday the
18
students had just enough time to look at rural rebranding at Stockley Farm and Dartington.
Students returned home on Friday tired but having learnt a lot and really enjoyed applying concepts learnt in
the classroom to the outside world.
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History
The Year 12 A level History class recently visited the National Portrait Gallery to receive an expert
lecture and tour of the gallery as part of their course on the Stuart monarchy and English Civil War.
The group actively contributed to an examination of the key portraits of the age and how monarchs and
aristocracy looked to project their image to those around them. Of particular interest to the students were
the full length portraits of George Villiers, Duke of Buckingham and an infant portrait of Charles II.
The students learned about interrogating works of art for historical clues which will develop their
inference skills and help them understand the personalities behind this exciting period of history.
The gallery expert was impressed by our group and thankful for their role in the session. We were very
grateful to John Paul Diaz, one of our student ambassadors and a former Art student, for his support on
the trip and we will certainly look to repeat it in coming years.
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ICT
The Sixth Form in ICT
Year 13s are looking at the use of social media in businesses and have had the opportunity to Skype with
the Social Media Manager of Casetify, Harvey Mok, at their head office in Hong Kong. Through the
session, students were able to identify how social media plays an important role in increasing sales for a
company and trade techniques such as following the trend to meet the needs of consumers and how
followers are meaningless unless they become purchasers.

18

A live Skype session
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ICT
Year 12s have been looking at the skills of
communication and how it is important to have these
attributes for different roles within the ICT sector.
They have used a range of ICT skills as forms of
communication. Students have role played
interviewer and interviewee, IT call centres,
presented to different audiences, produced a podcast
and used cloud computing for collaborative work
exercising a range of skills that could be used in the
workplace.

Here are some pictures of students presenting
and role playing as part of their ICT course.

Georgi Ivanov 12M

18
Aaron Javier 12W and Nicolas RiveraNunez 12F

Michal Cmiel 12M and Babck Dehgani 12F
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Languages
It’s always positive to highlight exemplary pieces of work. Bishop Douglass students sure work hard and here
are some pieces that the Languages department thought worthy of showcasing. These pieces of work are from
Tia Jalloh 7F and Alexandra Walcaczk 7C in Spanish (Mrs Navarette's Spanish group). They worked
meticulously and made sure they added as many details as possible into their paragraphs and used their prior
knowledge. Their work is detailed and accurate and lots of effort has been put into their homework.
Their exercise books are always nicely presented and neat. Well done girls and keep this up!
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Maths
On Friday 5th February Bishop Douglass celebrated the NSPCC Number Day, with a variety of number
themed events happening throughout the day. It was a huge success, with pupils and staff very
enthusiastic (and competitive) about Maths and the NSPCC!
As part of these festivities we held a teacher versus pupil maths quiz in the hall over lunchtime. After the
11 questions the score was tied. However, the teacher team held their nerve and won on the sudden death
question - 'It takes 7 women 3 hours to build a wall, how long would it take 3 women to build?' Well
done to our year 8 students who took part in this event: Elisha Chan, Artin Gharehbaghi, Wey Lee
and Takemi Tsubokawa.
Winners who demonstrated excellent numeracy skills on the day were as follows:
Guess the sweets in the jar - Angeline Castro, year 11
Number of the day - Elisha Chan, year 8 and Lenon De Vera, year 11
Mathematical catchphrase - Kofi Sam, year 12, Amma Patterson and Rashauna Allen, year 9,
Caoimhe Poku, year 7 and Madame McGrath.
We raised a huge £185.24 for the NSPCC, and are eagerly anticipating (and planning our outfits for) next
year's event.
As a result of the success of the day, we have now introduced a weekly Number Challenge.

18

The Maths Quiz

Miss Binz and Miss Gant dressed up for Number
Day and selling cakes at the charity cake sale.
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Maths
Here are some examples of questions from the weekly Maths challenge.
Have a go! (Answers at the back)

Maths Challenge
The list below shows the first ten numbers together with their divisors
(factors):

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

,2
,3
,2
,5
,2
,7
,2
,3
,2

,4
,3 ,6
,4 ,8
,9
, 5 , 10

What is the smallest number with exactly twelve divisors?
What is the smallest number with exactly fourteen divisors?

Maths Challenge
You are getting dressed in the dark and realise that you forgot to bind
all your socks together into pairs. However you know there are exactly
10 pairs of white socks and 10 pairs of black socks in your draw. All the
socks are exactly the same except for their colour.
How many socks do you need to take with you to ensure you have at
least a pair that match?
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Music
Year 11
This short but busy term has seen the year 11 GCSE students turn their sights towards completing their
coursework. Set the brief of composing a piece linked to World Music, students have spent the
majority of this term composing some very enjoyable and clever pieces of music. Inspired by Reggae
beats, Afro beats and the multi-textured melodic style of Indonesian Gamelan music, students have
progressed greatly. Particular mentions go to Jaydine Joseph and Firdaus Othman who have worked
very independently and to a very good standard on all coursework tasks to date. Best wishes and good
luck go to all students who will be taking their GCSE music exam in June!

Instrumental Exams
The music department are pleased to announce yet more success for students who entered external
ABRSM exams. Haruka Oshima completed her grade 2 piano and Maximillian Walczak passed his
grade 3 violin with merit. The department would also like to wish Yui Utsugi, Annie Yao and
Maximillian Walczak good luck for future exams taking place just before
18 the Easter holidays!
Particular thanks go to Mr M Gaughran for his tuition and support of these students.
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Music

Samba School
Samba School coming soon! Instruments often heard in Brazilian carnival have recently been purchased
by the music department. Not only will the instruments be used to help teach World Music as part of the
Key Stage 3 curriculum, they will also support future extra-curricular activities in the department. Samba
School will begin the first Wednesday back after the Easter holidays. All students are welcome to join
and to help spread a little South American sunshine across Bishop Douglass.
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Melissa Costa Colubali 9C
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PE
Message from Mr O’Brien
This term saw increased participation in all our lunch and after school clubs. This is very encouraging in our schools drive
to promote and maintain active and healthy lifestyles. We aim for this to continue through the summer term as our
students switch from football and rugby boots to athletics spikes and from badminton rackets to softball bats and tennis
rackets. We thank parents once again for their continued support and please take the time to read what is on offer this
term and share in our successes from last term.
Head of PE

Basketball
Year 10 Boys

The Year 10 team finished their season with an outstanding display against Totteridge Academy. The team
were winning from tip off and dominated every quarter. Gioash was on fire from the off, as he probed and
18 This was matched by Marcelo
tested the TTA defence with some fine dribbling and penetrative passing.
Zapata Hernandez 10O, who despite serious physical pressure, won almost every attack and defensive
rebound. Laurelio Espadinez 10C, with his trademark 3 point shots, didn't disappoint as he scored an
impressive six 3 point baskets from nine attempts. Isaac Abdulahi 10C, offered a calming influence to the
squad, as he passed and received with simplicity. The last 10 minutes, however, belonged to one player, man
of the match, Dennis Manimtim 10M, who ensured victory with 4 back to back baskets in the last quarter.
Final score 41 – 55.
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PE
Girls Basketball
The Year 9 basketball team delivered an outstanding
performance in the Barnet Cup Finals 2016. Following their
continuous training sessions every Wednesday after school
with our external coach Krish, the girls have been extremely
organised, disciplined and technically excellent as a team.
The girls won every game in the cup and were emphatic
against teams such as St James and East Barnet .
Emmanuella Amankwah 9F, Rashida Ngwu 9M, Rashanna Dindial-Stevens
9F, Belor Ngombo 9M, Ahunna Echemuna 9F, Chisom Onuma 9M and
Tinisha Christie 9F.

Table tennis

Earlier this term our students took on players from different schools across Barnet in the annual Borough
table-tennis tournament. The competition was very strong and there was an extremely tense atmosphere to the
evening, as it was very apparent that the ability levels were extremely high. As always the students gave their
absolute best and gained excellent victories in the singles and doubles over London Academy, Mill Hill
County and East Barnet. I am delighted to say that our team comprising of Aryin Amin, Baback and Ben
Denghani and Yu Chun Huang gained the silver medal for finishing runners up in the finals against the
eventual winners Mill Hill County.

The Bishop Douglass under 13 and under 15
teams, cheering on their team-mates, as the
under 19s win the semi-final leg of the
tournament.

Rugby Saracens Tournament
Having lost their opening game, the year 7 team played a side with similar experience levels against East
18
Barnet. It was a scintillating performance from the side with some fantastic rugby played. Jevonte Wright
scored 2 tries with the opposition falling off him as he breezed through. Rejohn made his presence felt with
some big hits in defence, Edward got himself on the score sheet twice and also made some tackles with Mr
Adjei. But it was the performance of Zaid which caught people’s attention, again showing you don't have to
be the biggest player to cause problems for teams. The year 7 side won their second game 35 – 5.
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PE
Football
SUCCESSFUL CAMPAIGN ENDS FOR YEAR 11 BOYS FOOTBALL TEAM
The year 11 boy’s football team have had an astonishing season, demonstrating exceptional progress from
year 10. Since the heights of an undefeated league campaign in the Autumn Term, the boys have continued
to demonstrate high performance levels since the start of January, based on a firm foundation of hard work,
skill and teamwork.
Barnet Cup Semi-Final 2016: Bishop Douglass versus East Barnet
This season has been a momentous experience for the team, who qualified for the Barnet Cup Semi-Final,
and also the A Championship Knock-out stages. Following a fantastic victory over Compton in the quarter
final of the cup, the team played a strong East Barnet team in the last four. The opposition were made up of
several academy players, who arrived with an impressive record of 7 played and 7 wins. It truly was an
excellent opportunity for the boys to show their drive and ambition, and the love of the game. They of
course did not disappoint. Osin Branley continued his run of scoring in every game this season, by catching
the East Barnet defenders and goalkeeper out with an excellent strike from 25 yards into the bottom left
corner. Already 1-0 up, the lads pressed forward, and if it wasn’t for the excellent goalkeeping of the
opposition, Hiader would have extended the lead by the 10th minute. Following a tight first 30 minutes,
East Barnet unfortunately struck 3 quick goals before half time. As usual, the boys responded with great
determination, bringing the game back to a one goal deficit 5 minutes into the second half. Tyrese won and
converted the penalty. As the lads pressed forward for an equaliser that would have brought the game into
extra time, East Barnet scored a late goal on the break. Although the game finished 4-2 in their favour, the
boys were extremely proud of their cup run. Their performance was made all the more fantastic considering
the absence of 3 first team players due to injury and foreign football trials.
Championship play off 2016: Bishop Douglass versus Finchley
Our reward for an undefeated run in the East section of the Barnet League was a Championship playoff
Semi-Final against last year’s winners, Finchley Catholic. With a full squad available for this game, the
boys were up for it from the very start. A strong defensive performance was assisted with some excellent
attacking play throughout the first half. A highly technical Finchley Catholic midfield was nullified by
strong performances across the field, with Benny Mwepu standing out as a key player in the holding
midfield role. An unfortunate deflection resulted in the lads trailing 1-0 at the break. In keeping with the
spirit of the season so far, the boys never gave up, and it has to be said that they deserved to be in level in
the second half. As time was running out, some tactical changes added a more attacking element to our
game. This change in strategy created an array of chances in the second half, but unfortunately the lads
could not finish off their excellent work with a much deserved goal.18
With all but one player attacking in the
closing minutes, Finchley scored on the break with an extremely fortuitous clearance towards our goal. The
game finished 2-0 to our opponents, who the lads graciously congratulated in line with our ever-growing
catholic spirit.
The lads have been fantastic this season, and things can only improve further for the Sixth Form next from
September 2016. Massive congratulations to all the players involved this season.
Mr Lenane
Y11 Boy’s Football Coach
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Science
Pathology Trip - What does it mean?
Pathology is the study of abnormality and that is exactly what the students discovered on their trip to St Bart's
hospital. The hospital has an amazing educational facility in which it contains a variety of specimens and
examples of diseases, past and present. Bottled up body parts with serious infections, an organ with a mutated
bulge, a foetus in a jar - all of these were used to educate many doctors and nurses throughout the 1900s and
today, about Pathology.
There are 19 distinct career pathways of pathology, varieties branching from veterinary to embryology (the
study of sex cells and anything to do with them). The students were able to explore and participate in practical
work such as testing for diabetes, in order to understand biochemistry in Pathology, assessing CT scans of
dead bodies as part of criminology, analysing tissue samples to identify malign cancers, known as
Histopathology, and much more!
Overall, the experience was to widen our perspectives of medical careers. Some of these careers can be as
narrow and specific as researching into how exotic parasites affect the body and cells.
The group of students, including myself, found it greatly amusing and educational as it had opened our eyes to
careers in biology on a micro scale. I would definitely recommend keeping in touch with St Bart's Hospital
news and events. If you like observing extinct species or bottled up bits and bobs of animals, I would
definitely recommend St Bart's Hospital or Grant's Museum of Zoology on Warren Street, next to UCL, a
venue much more freely available and open every day to the public! Charlotte Moore, 12 All Saints.
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Year 7 Science Club
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Tests

Making model volcanoes

Making gold coins from copper coins
Making bouncy balls out of custard

The year 7 science club has been a huge success with approximately18
twenty four students attending each
week. Science club offers children the chance to do science-related activities that extend and enhance the
science they experience in the classroom. The club is an opportunity to explore areas of science not
covered by the curriculum and gives students plenty of opportunities to do practical science. Science club
also gives students the chance to develop and practice thinking, speaking and listening skills.
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Sociology
Bishop Douglass students shine at university conference!
This term the Sociology department took two groups of students to attend sociology conferences at London
Metropolitan University. For our year 13 students the focus was on Criminology; students attended sessions
focused on gang crime, domestic violence, the role of policing and research into drug users.
The year 12 conference was centred on inequalities in the UK with sessions looking at social class, ethnicity and
gender inequality, which included large lectures and smaller seminars where students could engage with each
other and discuss their ideas. At the end of the day at each conference prizes were given.
At the criminology conference Rebecca Ansa-Otu received a prize of a criminology textbook for her
contribution and participation. We had further success at the year 12 conference where three of our students,
Rewayda Abdulahi 12A, Natalie Kyereme12M and Sanaz Mousavi 13C were awarded prizes for their excellent
contributions and participation throughout the day.
The organiser of the event also made a point of commending all of our students for their excellent behaviour,
subject knowledge and articulate responses – it was a pleasure to see them confidently taking their learning
outside of the classroom to employ this in discussions with academics.
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Rebecca Ansa-Otu 13O bottom, centre-right
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Term Dates 2015-2016
N.B: All dates are correct at time of going to press. They are ALL subject to change.

2015/2016 Term Dates
SUMMER TERM 2016
First Half: Monday, 11th April – Friday, 27th May
Inset day: Monday,11th April
May Day: Monday, 2nd May
Half-term: Monday, 30th May – Friday, 3rd June
Second Half: Monday, 6th June – Wednesday, 20th July

Key Dates Spring Term 2016
Wednesday 13th April - Year 10 Parents Evening
Wednesday 4th May - Year 9 Parents Evening
Wednesday 11th May - Year 8 Parents Evening
Wednesday 15th June - Year 7 Parents Evening
Friday 24th June - 6th Form Prize Giving & Graduation
Tuesday 5th July - Year 11 Prize Giving & Graduation
Thursday 14th July - Year 7-10 Prize Giving Evening

Answers to the Business quiz on p18:
Think outside the box – Apple Computers
Breakfast of Champions - Wheaties
Eat Fresh - Subway
I'm lovin' it - McDonalds
It's just made for you – Taco Bell
It's finger lickin' good - KFC
Obey your thirst - Sprite
Taste the Rainbow –Skittles
The World’s Local Bank – HSBC
It Does Exactly What it Says on the Tin - Ronseal

Answers to the Maths challenge on p31:
60 is the lowest number with only twelve factors.
192 is the lowest number with only 14 factors.
3 socks—if you pull out just two socks it is possible you will have
one black sock and one white sock. However, if you pull out a
third you are guaranteed to have a matching pair – either with
three of the same colour or one odd one out.

Bishop Douglass School
Hamilton Road,
London N2 0SQ
Tel: 020 8444 5211
Fax: 020 8444 0416
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