BISHOP DOUGLASS SCHOOL

MARCH 2017

“Do not be afraid... he has risen”
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An Easter Message
Ryan’s Ramblings………from the Chaplain’s Desk Easter 2017
As we come to the end of an extremely busy term I must say it has been very tough and hard going with the
outside influences of the election of the Trump Presidency, Brexit and the ensuing tension that all this brings on
us. To say nothing of the fact that we have exams round the corner. Our senior students have a task in hand! We
wish them all the best in these days of hard study and preparation.
However, three major moments cloud my head and heart. The first is the drought taking a firm grip in the East
of Africa. The Lenten experience is nothing compared to what our brothers and sisters are suffering there at the
moment. All over the Church CAFOD is making special appeals to come to their aid. The Church shows its
care and love for all people. What galls me is that we can send robots to Mars in search of water and we cannot figure out how to get it
where it is needed on earth. On the other hand when it comes to OIL, sure, no problem! Vast pipelines from one corner of the world to
another.
Another moment was the rather sudden death of Martin McGuinness, former Deputy Minister in Northern Ireland. To some he will
remain a former terrorist and to others a freedom fighter. Much has been and will continue to be written about this man. People will
make up their own minds and will judge him as they see fit. Perhaps the “legacy of peace” he has tried to leave behind will be the better
judge.
Some people were killed and injured in one of the world’s most high profile locations last Wednesday. Some people were killed and
injured in close proximity to the UK Parliament, in the nation’s capital. Or, to focus on the irreducible core of the matter, free of
geographical considerations… some people were killed and injured. Someone’s parent, brother, sister, friend or child was killed or
injured. Yes, people die and are injured all over the world all of the time, often in greater numbers and truly appalling
circumstances. Hopefully, no matter what your nationality, race, or religion, and no matter whether you are a unionist, nationalist,
opportunist, point-scorer, “zoomer” or outright roaster, at least one of the above points will have registered with your basic humanity.
Some good people lost their lives or had them utterly changed that day. Other good people will have been traumatised after simply
turning up for work, or paying a visit to one of the world’s great cities. It is horrible… we don’t know the whys and wherefores of that
day’s attack, and I for one am happy to await the outcome of investigation and due process. I expect those in authority to leave no stone
unturned, and I hope that elected bodies and the press will hold them to account without fear or favour. I hope you feel something
similar. Our thoughts are with everyone affected by this incident, and with others suffering around the world. That said, my heart bleeds
for all the atrocities that are taking place; from drought stricken African to a society that brings about the need for freedom fighters. Are
we not all created equal and are we not all one in the eyes of a loving and merciful God? I believe we are and I live by that belief, I
hope. I try never to judge; I try to treat everyone I meet with the utmost respect and I know that here in Bishop Douglass we strive to be
inclusive in every sense.
So, why can’t we help end the drought in Africa; why can’t we allow everyone the freedom to be free and what makes me think I have
the right to impose my views on my brothers and sisters? The desert experience of Jesus allowed him to see himself clearly. Taking
Jesus as our example we can go into the desert, the place of aloneness, a place of dryness and look into the depth of ourselves; into the
core of our being and with Jesus reject what imprisons us, what keeps us lukewarm and indifferent, so that like him and with him we
can serve all those who make up our world and the God who made us. It is so much better this way than living lives of fear and
uncertainty. Together, we can make a difference. Native American wisdom tells us that
18when all the fish are eaten and the last animal
has been killed; when the forests are all dried and dead only then will we realise that we cannot eat money! So my dear friends I can
only repeat; together, we can make a difference. Let’s make it so.
Every blessing to you and yours this coming Holy Week and Easter.
Fr. Kevin S.X.
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Headteacher’s Message
I am indebted to Father Kevin for his Easter message. Together we can make a
difference! During Lent we have been collecting on the morning gate to support the
vital work of Catholic Children's Society, I am very grateful to parents and students
for their generous contributions. Concurrently, Year groups have been asked to
donate Easter Eggs that we can then pass on to Nazareth House and Oak Lodge
Special School to ensure that young and old have a treat at Easter time.
Students in the upper years have had the added pressure of preparing for forthcoming
public examinations. We have just finished a successful set of mock examinations,
these augur well for the examinations starting mid-May. However the extra sessions
organised over Easter are vital to ensure continued progress, my thanks to all the
staff are freely giving up their time. Once again, it has been all-change in education
with new syllabuses and examination formats at both GCSE and A level. For the
first time, some GCSE examinations are being graded 9 to 1 with 9 being the top
grade. A Level examinations have been decoupled from the AS, meaning a return to
the old days when all assessment is at the very end of the course. It is difficult to
predict with any certainty how these changes might affect us.
Highlights of this term are many and varied. We were delighted to be presented by a certificate by our MP Mike
Freer for our A level progress grades being in the top 25% of the country . Science week saw a plethora of
exciting activities, including a visit by the urban zoo which excited everyone including the staff. Ms Greer
bravely agreed to a python being wrapped around her neck. World Book Day saw our staff getting into the
literacy spirit and dressing as one of their favourite Victorian characters much to the amusement of pupils. Our
sporting achievements seem to have reached new heights with wins for Year 7 and Year 10 both year groups
becoming the basketball champions of Barnet. For the first time in many years our year 11’s are through to the
final of the Barnet football cup. To my delight the Year 9’s managed to win one football match after a series of
defeats since September – perseverance has brought reward. I am grateful to staff who have organised many
trips and activities which add a welcome dimension to the breadth of our educational provision. These include
field trips, Art trips and the continuation of our retreat programme and special themed days e.g. National
Numeracy Day.
We are very sorry that Mrs Nelson is moving on after 15 years at the school, Mrs Nelson’s contribution has been
immense and includes her pastoral work, her contribution to Drama and organisation of Wider Horizons Week to
name but three salient job roles. I am delighted for her that she is moving onwards and upwards in her career,
becoming Deputy Headteacher at St Aloysius in Highgate. Ms Binz will be taking over as the new Head of Year
7. Mrs Evans in the science department starts her maternity leave and we18
wish her well.
My thanks to parents for their continuing support and may I take this opportunity to wish you a happy and holy
Easter.
Martin Tissot
Headteacher
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From the Editor
We are pleased to present to you another terms worth of hard work and effort in this, the
Easter edition of the Douglass. So many exciting things have been taking place in and
around the school and we hope this magazine gives you a flavour of that. Year 11-13
students have just completed their second round of mock exams and we anticipate
another set of fantastic GCSE and A level results this summer.
Asides from the academic, students and staff have also made time for NSPCC Number
Day, World Book Day , STEM week and many other activities that you will read about in
the coming pages.
I would like to introduce you specifically to two Year 12 students, Ferdaous and Leah
(below). They will be assisting as sub-editors in forthcoming editions of the Douglass and
they have both written articles within this issue. I am really excited to be working with
them! May I take this opportunity to say a huge thank-you to all that have contributed to
the Easter edition. Wishing everybody a happy, enjoyable and peaceful Easter holiday!
Miss Wilkhu,
Assistant Headteacher,
Head of Sixth Form.
“From a young age Literature has been a passion of mine. The first
book I ever read was Harry Potter and from the first page I was
hooked on the idea of a fantasy world created by pure imagination.
My passion for reading and writing continued into my later teens
and has materialised as journalism. The Douglass is my first
opportunity to publish some of my work. I’m excited to have a taste
of what my adult career could be like writing and editing for a
larger magazine or newspaper”.
Ferdous Boukhetala 12S

“I’m Leah and ever since I was a little girl I have had an obsession with
writing and reading literature. I still 18
remember the time I felt when I first
walked into a book shop and that feeling still stays with me today.
Through the Douglass I wish to improve my writing skills and delve
further into my passion for literature. I hope to use this as an outlet for
my passion during my busy sixth form years”.
Leah Aston 12S
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RE - Catholic Life of the School
The Ten Ten theatre company visit

Flame: 10, 000 reasons

The R.E department have been very busy this term! It
started with a visit from the award winning ‘Ten Ten’
Theatre Company who delivered ‘cinema-ineducation’ sessions to multiple year groups over the
course of the day.

On Saturday 11th March 2017, a group of students from
Years 10-13 travelled to Wembley Arena to take part in
the Flame - the Catholic Youth concert.
Wearing our red T-Shirts with pride we sang hymns
and gospel tunes; listened to moving testimonies from
refugees around the world; supported the work
of CAFOD and prayed with Cardinal Vincent Nichols.

Below is an account from a Year 9 student on the day’s
events.
“They delivered a cinema education session teaching
us about relationships and sex. They gave the whole of
my year group an experience like no other, allowing us
to gain an understanding of the difficulties we may
face throughout our teenage and adult lives. It taught
me how to avoid difficult situations, drawing upon the
Christian messages instilled throughout the Bible,
linking this to relationships and sex. I really enjoyed
how they portrayed an important message through a
play, as this sensitive topic is not easy to explain to a
group of young adults. It was an amazing production
and I would suggest that all young adults should be
visited by the Ten Ten Theatre Company.”

We even had the privilege of hearing Mat Redman
singing the classic song, 10,000 reasons. It was a
fantastic day, where we felt a sense of community with
other young Catholics around the United Kingdom.

Monique Hart 9C.
Ash Wednesday Service
As usual, our annual Ash Wednesday service, hosted by our very own Father Kevin, was a huge success allowing
pupils to reflect on the importance of their own personal Lenten journey, encouraging pupils to repent and reflect
on the Gospel messages. Throughout this Holy season, students have been completing the Sacrament of
Reconciliation, giving them the opportunity to atone with God. Following this, our daily ‘Two Minutes for Jesus’
during lunchtime has seen numerous students dedicating two minutes of18
their busy day to
prayer and reflection. Within our Key Stage 3 R.E lessons, we made our way to the prayer
garden and completed the Stations of the Cross. On top of all this, there is a daily penny
collection where pupils are encouraged to give spare change towards the ‘Catholic
Children’s Society’. Not to mention the great Easter egg collection for the elderly at
Nazareth House and the pupils of Oak Lodge.
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Sixth Form News

Tisloh Danboyi 13A Head Boy, Charlotte Moore 13A Head Girl and MP Mr Mike Freer.
The students and staff at Bishop Douglass School were delighted to receive a certificate from ALPs for having
achieved outstanding sixth form results three years in a row.

18

ALPs (Advanced Level Performance System) is used by a large percentage of sixth form schools and colleges and
sets aspirational targets for students based on their prior attainment. Both A level and Vocational results have
placed the school in the top 25% of schools nationally for value-added progress made. The certificate was
presented to the school by MP Mr Mike Freer who congratulated staff and students and thanked them for their hard
work and diligence. The school continues to grow from strength to strength and is on track to achieve another set of
fantastic sixth form results this summer. GCSE Progress 8 results for the school also placed the school in the top
10% nationally last year.
6

Sixth Form News
University Applications Update 2017
Applications to UCAS for university places for September
2017 are complete. Our students are receiving offers from
some of the best universities in the country and are spoilt
for choice!
Students are receiving offers to study degrees in a wide
range of subjects from English Literature; History; Law;
Nursing; Biomedical Sciences and Architecture. This
shows the wide range of interests and talent in the Sixth
Form at Bishop Douglass School.
We are particularly pleased to write that some of our students have received offers from universities with
world class reputations including Imperial College; University College London (UCL ); Kings College
(KCL); and the LSE. We should therefore particularly congratulate Rewayda Adbulahi 13A;
Weronika Bargiel 13A; Lance Castro 13W; our Head Boy Tisloh Danboyi 13A; Dayna Isaac 13A;
John Marulanda13A; Emmanuel Omose 13M; Noah Omose 13M; Tyvon Osafo- Addo 13A;
Linia Pilokauma 13F; Sheldon Reid 13A; Ioannis Siveri 13F and Raabiya Soyler 13A. Head Girl
Charlotte Moore 13A has also been offered and accepted a place at Edinburgh to study Medical
Sciences and Dayna Isaac 13A has been offered a place at University of Leeds to study medicine.
47% of our university applicants have received offers from the prestigious Russell Group universities.
We congratulate all 54 of our Year 13 students who have been offered places at the universities of their
choice – that’s 79 % of our Year 13 year group.
Our students not applying to university are applying for apprenticeships and college training courses and
we wish them every success as well.
The time has now come for them to be applying to Student Finance for the loans to fund their time at
university.
Thanks goes to all the staff that have supported the UCAS process by reading and advising on students’
personal statements and writing supportive academic references. This is crucial to students receiving
18
offers of places at their university of choice for September 2017.
Miss S. Chisholm
UCAS Coordinator
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Sixth Form News
When we first heard that there was going to be a UCAS University fair in the middle of our busy exam schedule,
most of us were filled with trepidation at the sudden distraction from our revision.
There were some of us, however, who saw it as a day off. A chance to replenish on sleep while we travelled the
long distance to Brunel University, accompanied by our very friendly coach driver named Sam.
However, by the end of the day when we lugged our University prospectuses home in our free tote bags we were
tired, yes, but we were buzzing with the excitement to start our new journey, the next step of our lives.
Brunel University is located in Uxbridge. It's a campus university, and it's buzzing with life from its large library
and cafes to the student ambassadors who were waving their foam fingers- directing us to the registration.
Upon arriving, we were greeted by smiley security guards and after thanking the coach driver, we departed into
the enormous sports hall where our future sat in the form of stands with affectionate, bubbly university staff
standing behind them.
They were immensely helpful, handing out prospectuses and asking question such as 'What do you want to study?'
Or 'Are you Interested in any further information?'
One staff member from Goldsmiths University told me of her personal struggles with dyslexia, and I think of her
as an inspiration for many students who think they cannot go to university, perhaps because they feel they do not
have the intellectual capability to do so.
Yet it wasn't just the staff that were friendly, the other students who attended were also - smiling and handing
prospectuses to those who couldn't reach through the crowds at the stands.
The fair wasn't just for those who were completely decided on their degrees either. A friend of mine - April originally wanted to study 'History of Art' and she left with a change of heart, now wanting to do Architecture and
Interior Design or furniture design. Another friend - Ferdaous - didn't even want to go to university. After the
UCAS fair, she left wanting to do Music and was filled with the hope for a bright and creative future.
Although the fair was very busy, it was a wonderful experience (and not just because we received free highlighters
and light up pens either). The UCAS fairs have been described as a 'google search of universities' ranging from
business to visual effects. From Dentistry to Dance and from Maths to the Royal Air Force. It was an educational
enlightenment, and if I could go again I definitely would (maybe grab some more free packs of post-it-notes on
the way out also).
By Leah Aston 12S.
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Sixth Form and the Community

The top team from left to right: Head Boy Tisloh Danboyi 13A; Head Girl Charlotte Moore 13A;
Deputy Head Boy John Marulanda 13A and Deputy Head Girl Rewayda Abdulahi 13A.
The top team have been instrumental in running the schools community endeavours this academic year. The
monthly tea dances for local senior citizens are always popular and well attended. Here are a few words from
the top team outlining how they found their experiences this year.
“The lower school pupil mentoring regime has improved my communication skills as well as openness and
respect towards others. I also volunteer, on a weekly basis, for Age UK through which I teach the elderly how
to use modern technology; I now understand the value of knowledge in technology i.e. simply knowing how to
send an email. This has generally taught me how to deal with people of different competencies and left me
with greater patience and care.” – Tisloh M Danboyi (Head Boy).
“I plan, prepare and participate in the tea dance, held monthly, for the sake of the enjoyment of our local
elderly residents. It is a wonderful sight to see the passion for dance that still remains (in full swing) for a
solid two hours! Apart from being a way to cope with the pressures of my busy school week, the tea dance
has given be an opportunity to develop my skills of leadership and delegation as Head Girl.
The elderly always have stories to tell!” – Charlotte Moore (Head Girl).
“As a volunteer for the Age UK program, I help older people learn to use
technology in their everyday life – connecting to their relatives across the world
and easing tasks in everyday life. The program has given me an appreciation for
skills I’ve picked up throughout my childhood using technology and a greater
awareness of my social responsibility. I’ve also enjoyed supporting the
Wednesday Tea Dance, where we set up spaces
18 for older people to dance jazz
and salsa.” John Beltran (Deputy Head Boy).
Georgi Ivanov 13M
Georgi Ivanov 13M has led on the weekly ICT sessions with local senior citizens run in partnership with Age
UK Barnet. He has been superb in his skill and organisation. We commend all of our Year 13 volunteers for
their dedication and hard work in all that they do for the school and wider community.
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Model UN

On Saturday 11th March, the following students attended a Model United Nations conference hosted by
Highgate Wood School: Lucas Lazar (Year 9); Christina Koutsovoulos (Year 11); Konstantinos
Koutsovoulos (Year 11); Termeh Mousavian (Year 11); Nitara Wijayatilake (Year 11); Daniel MarbothKochak (Year 11); Teresa Monteforte (Year 11); Lucelia Agostinho (Year 11); Abigail Hammond (Year
11); Tomasz Dusanek (Year 12). Students took part in a variety of different committees to discuss ‘Water: A
Global Crisis’, with committee discussion based on wide-ranging issues from sanitation and hygiene, to waterrelated hazards and natural disasters.

18

The students excelled at this conference, requiring no teacher assistance, engaging in high level debate and
winning six awards! Lucas, Teresa and Abigail (first time participant) all received honourable mentions;
Termeh was awarded a certificate for ‘Best Position Paper; and Nitara won an award for ‘Best Delegate’.
Additionally, the entire group won the prestigious award of Best Delegation Overall, a fitting award for a
fantastic group who conducted themselves admirably and were a real credit to the school. Well done!
Ms Nicholls
10

NSPCC Number Day
On Friday 3rd February Bishop Douglass celebrated the NSPCC Number Day, with number of events happening
throughout the day. It was a huge success, with pupils and staff very enthusiastic (and competitive) about Maths
and the NSPCC!
The following pupils demonstrated excellent numeracy skills on the day, and were winners in the events held:
 Teacher vs Pupils quiz - Pupils! Stella Win; Kyro Taylor-Guthrie; Jevonte Wright and Trishi Bhat Year 8
 Number Hunt - Elisha Chan - Year 8 and Jesse Towoua - Year 12
 Estimate the chess pieces - Makael Scott - Year 7
We raised a fantastic £155 for the NSPCC, and are eagerly anticipating and planning our outfits for next year's
event.

Mr Pilling with eager Year 7 students
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Madam Binz raising money at the cake sale
The Maths quiz
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World Book Day

Loving any excuse to dress-up, Bishop Douglass Staff adopted a Victorian-themed World Book Day for 2017
and earned ourselves a write-up and picture in the local press for our efforts.
Driven by the demands of the new GCSE English Curriculum where Victorian Literature is a bigger focus than
previously, teachers from across departments donned the attire of their Victorian literary favourites! The school
corridors and classrooms were awash with Victorian governesses, madwomen who had been unleashed from
their attic, mad scientists, mad hatters, maids, nurses, ladies and gentlemen of high (and not so high!) society,
chimney sweepers, urchins and even Ms Havisham, Dickens’ very famous jilted bride from Great Expectations!
Students were encouraged to engage with teachers’ literary characters by taking part in a competition which
required some research, inference and deduction as they had to work out who some of the characters were and
which novel they were from. There will be a prize draw and 5 lucky students who got all the answers correct
will win an amazon voucher to spend on books!
In addition to the dress-up day, we had an author visiting the school on18
Wednesday 1st March. She worked with
a variety of students on creative writing – an area of interest we plan to really develop as further workshops and
sessions are planned for the coming months.
Lastly, there will be a creative writing competition with all year groups invited to participate. We are asking
students to re-write the opening of their favourite novel and submit an original piece of writing of no more than
500 words for their chance to win a Kindle! We’d love to see as many entries as possible for this competition.
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Highly Able
Part of our highly able drive includes the Sage Club. This is where younger students are given the opportunity to
develop their interests in subjects by writing and formulating essays about topics that enthuses them. The
following is a History essay by Lee Win 8C.

Evacuees of the Second World War
During the Second World War, many children of all ages were sent away from big cities, such as London, and
all the way to the countryside for their safety. This process was called evacuation and the children are known as
evacuees. Even though evacuation was the best possible decision, many children were reluctant to move.
Although, as the children grew up they realised that evacuating was the right solution, it is understandable why
they would resist going to the countryside as they were being forced out of their homes and taken away from
their families and then given to strangers.
There are many stories about how lucky evacuees grew up and were reunited wirth their parents or made new
parents or just lived to tell the tale of World War Two. One of these miraculous stories is about a woman named
Joan, who was sent from Kilburn in London all the way to Penzance in southwest England with her brother.
Unfortunately, none of the families wanted to take them in so when people were choosing which evacuees they
would take, Joan and her brother were the last to be picked. At first she was really happy with her new family
but then she was asked to leave because they could not cope with two children anymore and could only take
care of her brother. Joan then got sent to another woman who treated her harshly and she was severely glum.
Her mother later paid Joan a visit and could see her unhappiness and then took her back to London.
This shows that war provided different experiences for all, Joan was desperate to get out of her second home but
her brother settled in with a new family and then Joan reunited with her mother.
This also shows that many of the families and ordinary people who took in evacuees were probably not qualified
to be parents and take care of a child or more than one child. World War Two was a time of desperation for the
government and it had to force children or if the cities to be safer. They didn't however, realise that a child might
react differently to their new life, family and home. My opinion is that the government made quite a rash
decision but comparing it with the number of children who died in London, I can understand why the decision
was made and why it was important to London in the longer term as many of the evacuees did survive the war.
Lee Win 8C.
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Careers
The weekly careers programme has continued with lunch time careers talks and this term we have had talks from
a paediatric urologist; an accountant; a banker; a journalist; a solicitor and we also had a talk on apprenticeships,
which is going to be followed up with interview skills and support with completing application forms. Students
have learned all about the different routes into the various careers, training and development, typical roles and
responsibilities and average salaries. They are a great opportunity for students to learn about the specific career
first hand and we would encourage more students to come along to find out for themselves.
The next scheduled careers talk is from Mr Andy Rubin, the Chief Executive Officer of Pentland Brands Limited
on Friday 21 April.

18

Students listening attentively to a talk by a paediatric urologist during their lunchtime.
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Chess
Throughout the Spring Term we are running a School Tournament as part of the UK Chess Challenge. Our
School has been represented at County, Regional and even National levels in the UK Chess Challenge in the past
three years. Through our entry to this year’s event we have eleven entries available for the Area Mega finals. The
rules to the event have been modified this year and players aged over 11 will automatically qualify for the Mega
final and only need to score 3.5/6 to qualify for the Gigafinals this year. The new organisers of this national event
wish to boost the involvement of secondary school pupils.
We have played six rounds so far in our quest to find this year’s school champion. There are three more rounds
possible to play and new entries are still welcome. We will continue to be on the lookout for those students who
show the talent and capability to enjoy the next stage of the competition. Because of the changes to the rules it is
not too late to enter and qualify for the next stage of the competition. Playing in our tournament is designed to
give students a taste of what the next stage would be like and we aim to teach the etiquette and rules that would
apply at the next stage such as touch-move and touch-take and the use of chess clocks in a game.

Chess

Here are the results so far…
Played
Forename(s)

Surname(s)

Form

James

WARNER

10 Fisher

5

13

7 Fisher

5

12

9 More

5

11

8 Campion

4

11
9

Ilea
Ali Pasha
Ealia

DEHGHAN
DEHGHAN
HASSANIAN

Total Points

Stephen

KADIRI

7 Fisher

5

David-Oliver

BAROUH

9 More

4

8

Eloise

PARKIN

7 Campion

5

7

7 Fisher

5

6

7 Campion

3

5

8 Fisher

2

5

8 Campion

2

4

7 Fisher

3

Matthias

OGUNNIMO
ALVARADO SCHUNEMANN

2

Zsofia

KOVACS

7 More

1

3

Kourosh

KIMIAI NIA

9 More

1

2

1

1

Tara
Ehsaan
Taiye
Kehinde
Rachel

DEV
AHMAD ROY
AJAO
AJAO

1
7 Fisher

Aminah

ALLEN

7 Campion

Vedat

CINGOZ

7 Campion

Marlon
Joshua
Amir Yousef

MARTIN
MESSETTER
PEIVANDZADEH

3

181

1

7 Fisher

1

1

8 Campion
7 Fisher

1

1
1

1

With three rounds to play and the closeness of those players at the table it is too soon to call a winner.
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Art and Design
Here are some excellent examples of art work produced by students over the last term.

Shania Gordon 9F

Agnieszka Rudy 9M
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Wiktoria Kozlowska 13A

Katerina Angadi 13F
16

Art and Design

Christian Galvan 12O

18

Vren Marasigan 13W
17

Business Studies
Business has once again proven to be a very popular
subject at Bishop Douglass. During the Spring term we
have discovered a number of star performers in all year
groups. In Year 11 Sharelle Harper 11O, Daniel
Shanghanoo 11C, Yu Chun Huang 11O, Barnabas
Grunwald 11F and Julia Kneer 11C have all proved
themselves to be exceptional budding entrepreneurs in
the activities that they have completed as part of their
course and during lessons.
Our students in Year 10 have also shown a flair for
business and they can be extremely proud of the progress
that they have shown in particular Jan Adil 10O,
Abdulla Radi 10O and Sarah Kneer 10C. Students in
the Sixth Form that are studying business continue to be
role models and ambassadors to the younger students and
a particular mention goes to Yetzahali Garcia 13F who
has prepared a number of topic summaries that have been
used by her peers.

Economics
The day involved numerous speakers; experts in
their field discussing the history of money and its
various functions in society. The invigorating
discussions allowed for us students to engage in the
topic and see how relevant the study of Economics
is to everyday life. We were astonished to learn that
in the 17th Century Russian Emperor Peter the
Great introduced
a tax on beards in a hope to
18
discourage people from wearing them, and how
hyperinflation led to bread being worth millions in
1940s Germany! The career talks also gave an
interesting perspective on future job prospects that
an Economics degree can lead to”.

“Our Year 12 Economics class was given the
wonderful opportunity to attend an Economics Study
Day at the British Museum supported by the renowned
Citi Bank.

Vanessa Agiddi 12S
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Drama

Drama club celebrated all their hard work and perfect attendance with a well deserved trip to ‘Kidzania’
in South West London. Students spent the day participating in lots of exciting activities. Angelina Rosak
in 7F presented the latest weather report, while Eloise Parkin 7C and Patrycja Kosik 7C worked as
journalists for The Metro. We even had some students modelling for H&M on the catwalk! All students
had a fantastic day and learnt lots of new skills.

This term we have seen the rise of many fantastic performers in the drama department. Due to their
outstanding effort, skill and enthusiasm the following students have been selected as ‘Performer of the
Term’. A huge congratulations to all of them for their hard work and success. Congratulations Rianna
Lipnicki 7O, Luliana Mircas 8C , Aryan Amin 9C, Alexis Ebimomi 10O and Ayomide Peletu 7M.

18
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Drama

“I love drama club because we get to perform and develop our skills.
Also we get to play fun games that help us improve our teamwork! It’s
so much fun! I cant wait to perform in the Easter service!”

“When I’m older I really want to be an actor! I really like drama club
because it’s a fun way to improve my acting skills! ”
- Ayomide Peletu 7M
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“I am having a lot of fun practicing the Easter play and I am so excited
to perform! I really like drama club because we learn through games!”
- Malgorazata Wilk 7C
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English

Acclaimed by Arthur Miller as one of the most important pieces of American Literature of all time, “A
Streetcar named Desire” is an A-Level English Literature play that students love to study.
So on Saturday 8th March, 30 A-Level students – a mixture of AS and A2 attended a series of highly
academic university-style lectures on aspects of this play. Ranging from a chief examiner to a Professor
from the esteemed University of Harvard in Boston, the expert lecturers gave food for thought in a series of
profound and hard-hitting explorations of this text in its time.
Students who attended all commented on how insightful they found this trip. One AS student, Lubna
Khatun 12S stated that “these lectures really gave me an understanding
18 of what university life will be like!”
whilst another A-Level student, Laura Capitelli 13A commented that “it was incredible to have this play
bought to life like this. One lecture in particular really helped me to deconstruct the characters and nuances
of the play”.
Whilst all students agreed that four lectures were rather exhausting, they also enjoyed meeting other A-Level
students and making new friends from schools across London and the South East!

21

English
WORLD BOOK DAY - Author visit: Lindsey Barraclough
At Bishop Douglass, we are always finding new ways to inspire students to read for pleasure and enjoyment. On
the 1st March – the day before World Book Day, we decided to celebrate reading by welcoming the critically
acclaimed author Lindsey Barraclough into our school community. Lindsey Barraclough was specifically chosen
as her novels are targeted at teenagers and young adults. She has also won numerous awards for her debut novel,
Long Lankin – the companion book to The Mark of Cain. It’s no surprise that the students were mesmerised,
enthralled and engaged when they met and listened to Lindsey who gave four interactive talks on the process of
writing a book and having it published. Many students were given the opportunity to participate and most
importantly this enabled our avid readers to understand how one day they could possibly write and publish their
very own books!
Lindsey Barraclough also shared childhood experiences using historic photographs of people and places,
explaining how they found their way into her books. She informed the students that publishing her novel took
three years. Here are some of their responses to Lindsey Barraclough’s workshops:
“It’s interesting to think that an author is usually inspired by their childhood experiences. I’m shocked that it
takes so long to get a book published.” Nantia Ntalla 9M
“Lindsey explained in detail how one of her books; ‘Long Lankin’ became published as a hardback copy in
English but as it became more popular, it was published in different languages. She even explained how she got
ideas for her book and how we can even write and publish a book. I really enjoyed this workshop because it
allowed me to gain information that could possibly help me in the future, especially if I ever decide to become an
author. I also found this workshop useful because it taught me how valuable it is to read a wide range of books
which will enable me to improve my writing.” Stella Win 8C
“I thought that the author visit was very useful in terms of helping me improve my creative writing skills. The
author, Lindsey Barraclough, talked to us about how she was inspired to write her novel, ‘Long Lankin.’ This
made me wonder what inspires me to write stories. On the whole, I thought the visit was fun and the presentation
was really informative. It was great to actually meet an author in real life and discover what it takes to write a
book.” Andrea Osawaru 8C

18

22

Geography
The AS students returned safely and exhausted from what can only be described as an epic journey of
geographical discovery across and around Yorkshire. This joint trip with St. Thomas More began with an
exploration of the hopeful spa town of Buxton, followed by an investigation into the not so successful
rebranding and regeneration of the old docks in Leeds. Finally we progressed to physical geography and spent a
day at Morecombe Bay measuring the profile of the beach and using GIS technology to record land use. All of
course, during the best driving rain the North has to offer.
The rain obliged us by starting to pour the exact moment the engine of the school bus stopped at each new
destination- but whilst our clothes were always dampened our spirits never were. Special mention goes to
Fatemah Adat 12S who, in saving a member of staff from sinking into knee deep mud, bravely sacrificed
herself with good humour.
Whilst the purpose of the trip was to support the units on coasts and regeneration, students found the time to
make synoptic links to their studies of globalisation (by sampling McDonald's cuisine at every opportunity). The
students returned with renewed motivation to apply their geographical understanding to lead them to success in
the summer.
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Jason Barrosa 12L; Fatemah Adat 12S; Thomasz Dusanek 12S; Valerie Moore 12S and Emily Mancero 12C
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Geography

Year 12 Geographers working away on the field trip.
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History
A Chance to meet the King!
Sixth form historians recently were given an offer too good to turn down; a chance to meet and interview
Charles I. Students were taken to the Royal Banqueting House in Whitehall, the site of Charles' execution,
where they met a historical expert dressed up as the King. Students considered evidence and worked in groups
to question Charles on his actions.
History did not repeat itself as students voted overwhelmingly to spare the king's life. Students were moved to
hear Charles' final speech in the location it was delivered before seeing him walk to his fate.
After lunch the two sixth form groups split up. Madame Ogbaselase took the Year 13 students to the Imperial
War Museum and its excellent holocaust exhibition. The students seized the opportunity to investigate a range
of primary sources that brought this traumatic period to life. The Year 12 students conducted a walking tour of
Charles I era London and then looked at portraits of the Stuarts and leading figures from the era at the
National Portrait Gallery. We are immensely grateful to the enthusiasm and expertise that the students brought
to a successful field trip.
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ICT

“I took part in a master class which was conducted by City University (University of London) for students who
may be interested in applying for Computer Science at degree level. The master class was selective and only
35 students were able to participate on this programme. There was a range of activities organised for the day
including talks from lecturers, workshops, meeting people in the industry and competition based activities. My
18 I also found it to be eye opening to
favourite part of the day was being able to code my own computer game.
speak to the professionals within the industry. We were given time for small group Q&A. I am glad that I had
the opportunity to apply and participate in such a prestigious day and I have now gained further
understanding in this area and will definitely be applying for a Computer Science degree next year.”
Andrii Koysa 12C
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ICT
GCSE ICT
Year 9 and Year 10 have been learning skills in HTML and CSS, to create a website as part of their controlled
assessment. In the last few weeks students have been designing; making changes from feedback received;
preparing images and refining their skills for their final product.
Images: Website by Bartosz Rzepka 9M, Design by Ebrahim Adat 9F
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Languages
In Spanish, year 7 students have learnt to describe themselves, give personal details and their personal opinion.
Below are some great examples of student’s written work.
A very well done to Patricja Kosik 7C and Melany Marboth Kochak 7C for their effort and hard work!

18
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Languages
In French this term year 8 students have been studying food and drink. They have learnt to order food in a
restaurant and buy food in a French market. To finalise this topic, they were asked to design their own menu for a
French restaurant, below is a sample of the students’ great quality of work.
A very well done to Trishi Bhat 8C and Andrea Osawaru 8C for their great effort and thorough details!

18
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Maths
UKMT - Maths Challenges
This term, a number of Year 9, 10 and 11 pupils completed the UKMT Intermediate Maths Challenge (IMC)
which was sat in February 2017. The UK Mathematics Trust (UKMT) runs the maths challenge which aims to
advance the education of young people in mathematics and organises national mathematics competitions for 1118 year old UK school pupils and was established in 1996. It is the biggest maths competition in the UK and last
academic year over 600,000 pupils from 4,000 schools took part. The maths challenge is a prestigious award
with international recognition. This year the school has achieved some fantastic results. Well done to the pupils
who received awards. For the high performers, the top 40% of students nationally receive a gold, silver or bronze
certificate in the ratio 1:2:3 and each institution receives a Best in School certificate.
The highest scorers in each school year are invited to take part in the Intermediate Mathematical Olympiad or
Kangaroo papers.
One Pupil in our school (Haruka OSHIMA in 11M) who was exceptional comfortably got very high marks to
receive a gold certificate and has qualified for the Pink European Kangaroos papers. High scorers in this paper
may additionally be invited to participate in one of the UKMT Summer Schools.
UKMT Summer Schools are designed for young people aged 14-16 with an interest in mathematics. They aim to
promote mathematical thinking and provide an opportunity for participants to meet other students and adults
who enjoy mathematics. The whole school and, in particular, the maths department are very proud of Haruka for
her outstanding performance. We wish her the very best as she prepares for this ‘special paper’.

s/n
1
2
2
4
5
6
7
8
9

First name
Haruka

Surname
OSHIMA

Darius

AMARIE

Silver

Huang

YUNCUN Win

Silver

Tzuching

YAO

Bronze

Rino

TAKEUCHI

Bronze

Barnabas

GRUNWALD

Bronze

Liam,

DEANEDUPREZ

Wey

LEE

Yui

UTSUGI

Gold
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Bronze
Bronze
Bronze

30

Music
This term’s edition of The Douglass gives the music department the opportunity to showcase the fantastic work
carried out by students in after-school clubs and extra-curricular activities. After school the music department
offer a variety of music clubs, as well as allows students the opportunity to practice for instrumental lessons. As
a result of these opportunities students perform lunchtime concerts and provide musical performances for whole
school events.
Tuesdays - Orchestra
Led by Madam Myles, the BD Orchestra allows students studying violin and cello to join together. Currently
preparing a selection of pieces inspired by dance, the orchestra will be performing in the Creative Arts Evening
in the summer term.
Wednesdays – Rock School
Rock School is one of the department’s most
popular after school clubs. Making use of the
fantastic selection of guitars and drum kits in the
department, students come together to re-create
their favourite hits of today, as well as, composing
their own original songs.
Juliet Ramirez 9M; Diana Alvear 9M; Camile
Gomez 9O and Cliford Appiah 9M pictured below.
Aminah Allen 7C; Rachel Ogunnimo 7O and Alexandra
Walczak 8C
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Music
Thursdays – Gospel Choir
Under the expert guidance of Madam Morrison the Gospel Choir continues to spread cheer throughout the school
community! The choir performs a mix of traditional and modern gospel songs. All students are welcome
regardless of singing experience!

Photo: Gospel Choir Mannequin Challenge.
Raymond Williams 9F; Emmanuel Nyom 9F; Anthony Effali Yeboah 8C; Ahunna Echemuna 10F; Chinika MaCarthy 8C;
Shania Gordon 9F; Tyri Dennis 9C; Xenia James 10F; Ayo Pelety 7M; Chukwuemeka Ogbueli 7C; Aminah Allen 7C;
Savannah Makinde 7F; Alison Morales 7M; Jessica Margoi 10C; Ross Ezechuku 9F; Samuel Kouko 7M; Stephen Kadiri 7F;
Tara Dev 7C and Rachel Ogunnimo 7C.
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Coming Soon:

Samba BD
…bringing the spirit of carnival to Bishop Douglass.
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PE
Message from Mr O’Brien
We sign off another wonderful term for the PE department with an optimistic glance ahead to our
summer programme. This term, we have had fantastic success in our indoor activities, with our
Basketball teams doing particularly well. Our morning breakfast clubs continue to thrive and our lunch
and after school programmes are always packed out. This will continue through the summer term as our
students switch from football boots to athletics spikes and badminton rackets to softball bats.
A full and comprehensive list of all our upcoming events and clubs will be available on our schools
website after the Easter holidays.
Head of PE

Basketball
Well done to the year 11 Basketball squad for finishing second overall in the Barnet Basketball League.
They only lost one game in the whole year, which was a narrow loss to the eventual League winners Ashmole.
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PE

"Success comes from knowing that you did your best to become the best that you are capable of becoming"John Wooden, Famous UCLA Basketball coach.
It is not often as a coach that you come across a perfect team before you have even coached them. Sometimes,
in many cases, it takes years to attain such a group.
However, the Year 7 team last Thursday at East Barnet showed a style of play and mentality that surpassed
their age group and cemented themselves in the Bishop Douglass history books as they clinched the
Barnet League, losing only once during their campaign.
Marcel Adams Sackey, got the visitors off to flyer with a text book lay up (thanks to Coach Lenanes' sessions
after school) and looked much more comfortable in the small forward position, causing considerable problems
to the East Barnet defence.
After a slight East Barnet resurgence, Mathew Milan showed his credentials at point guard, splitting the
defence open with a killer pass to find Riku Takeuchi who then finished with aplomb. Although new to the
roster, Riku has shown why he is now a first team player for the squad.
With a solid lead at halftime, Stephan Kadiri, the influential and no-nonsense captain reminded the boys of
their duties and that nothing had been won yet. with the strong words still ringing in their ears,
Bishop Douglass did not disappoint.

18

Franklin Wilson, at centre, with a beautiful shot put BD in the driving seat, as the boys started to shift
through the gears and play like worthy champions.
With seconds to go, the BD bench were on their feet to spur the boys over the line as an East Barnet comeback
looked on the cards. However, in true BD fashion, the mental strength and determination from the year 7s
were no match and as the timer called an ending to the game, the new champions' were crowned.

34

PE
Table tennis
Students from years 7 to 10 are competing to become Champions of their year groups. With almost 100 students
taking part across the year groups, being the ultimate winner will be no mean feat. Each pupil must win a best of
three rounds before progressing to the knockout stages. The winners and runner up in each year will receive a top
class bat, with every single participant being given a match ball for entering.

Fitness Club
Fitness club continues to be extremely popular with
both staff and students taking part in developing and
implementing their own personal exercise plans. Please
see extra-curricular timetable for dates and times.
Trampoline Club
Trampoline is a very popular activity at Bishop
Douglass but we are always looking for new members
to attend our clubs on Tuesdays after school. We cater
for absolute beginners all the way to level 10 students.
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Science

Kew Gardens Experience
“On our trip to Kew Gardens with the AS and A2 Biologists we managed to explore the botanical garden’s
diverse plants. With London’s weather behaving itself for the day, we focussed on the stomatal density of
plants alongside the morphology of different plant species when classifying them. The first session involved a
quick observation of the stomatal density of our chosen leaf under Kew’s high tech. light microscope. This was
then followed by an outdoor session across Kew which involved botanical drawings of daffodils, and
furthering our understanding of taxonomy. We were astonished to find out that Darwin’s very own collected
samples were still in Kew!
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Along the way, we witnessed a beautiful peacock posing for the cameras, and walked around the Orchid
display. We then explored the (extremely humid) tropical Palm House, the new architectural ‘Beehive’- with
sound links to a real beehive in the grounds - and lastly the Treetop walkway, which stands 18 metres above
ground… Kofi’s biggest joy!”
Rewayda Abdulahi 13A
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STEM Week
Students and staff were surprised on Tuesday
morning to be made aware that a mock virus had
been released at school and they were needed for
testing. The pretend outbreak was designed to show
how the study of epidemiology can study the spread
of disease and how to prevent it.

Students from 8 Campion worked all day on Tuesday
to produce a water purification system out of household items with the help of Madam Siva. In doing so
they were able to achieve their CREST Bronze award.

STEM week was properly launched on Tuesday
with Busking Science hitting the canteen at
lunch, as the Year 7 STEM club amazed and
entertained lunch-goers by demonstrating and
explaining various experiments such as how to
make a teabag fly without touching it and how to
make slime from borax and PVA glue.

Year 9 students were treated to a visit from the
Tropical Zoo roadshow brought by Hounslow Urban
Farm. They looked at and touched a variety of
strange and scary animals, which included a tarantula,
a salamander, a scorpion, two cockroaches and three
slithering snakes! Staff and students were petrified,
but some were brave enough to hold a frog and drape
the snake around their necks!

Year 13 student, Dayna Isaac delivered a
lunchtime lecture on Thursday, outlining her
EPQ project on optical illusions. She is
planning on studying medicine at university
next year and the EPQ has improved her
application and personal statement. She
delivered her presentation with skilful
explanations of her work and fielded
18expertly.
questions

Students needed a strong stomach
on Wednesday lunchtime as Dr
Williams and Mrs Chaganti
organised four dissection
masterclasses led by Biology
students. Thirty students were
fascinated to discover the anatomy
of a guinea pig, including all of the
internal organs!
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Sociology
What happens when good people are given the
opportunity to do evil? Ferdous Boukhetala 12S
explores this question after having studied the
Zimbardo experiment in AS Sociology.

experiment was stopped. This was due to many
advisors arguing to Zimbardo that the experiment had
become out of hand and highly unethical. Many of the
prisoners requested to leave the experiment multiple
times over the six days, yet to no avail and Zimbardo
continued to allow the mistreatment to happen; some
arguing he had 'gone native' and immersed himself in
the microcosm of the world he had created.

The Stanford Prison Experiment was a landmark
sociological study. It captured the essence of the
primitive response to human nature while in captivity
and the response to the perceived power.
In the summer of 1971 Philip G. Zimbardo conducted
a psychological and sociological experiment on
university students who were split into two groups of
'prisoners' and 'prison guards'. Funded by the US
government, the experiment lasted for a week and was
an investigation into the causes of difficulties between
real life guards and prisoners in the United States
Navy and Marine Corps.
The group assigned the role of 'prison guards' were
given sticks and sunglasses; whereas those assigned to
play the 'prisoner' role were arrested, forced into
chains, wore prison garments and were then led into
the basement of the Stanford psychology department,
which, had been converted into a makeshift prison of
sorts.

Less than a decade earlier, the Milgram Obedience
Study had shown that ordinary people, if
encouraged by an authority figure, were willing to
electrocute their fellow-citizens with what they
believed to be painful and potentially lethal
electric shocks. This was to the point at which
they could have presumed the person dead.

The start of the experiment saw a level of normality
between prisoners and prison guards, with little to no
mistreatment recorded. However as the experiment
went on the guards became progressively malicious
and sadistic; particularly at night when they assumed
the cameras used to record the experiments were off.
Prisoners were made to clean toilets with their bare
hands and were woken up multiple times throughout
the night. On the third night a prisoner developed a
rash (thought to have been stress induced and linked to
the quality of life experienced by the 'prisoner') all
over his body after his request to be released had been
denied. On day two riots broke out among prisoners.

At the time the experiment was a revolutionary
discovery and shook the sociological world. So
much so that even now in our modern world his
experiment is analysed and taught in schools all
around the world.
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After only six of the planned fourteen days the
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Sociology
This controversial experiment will never be replicated
in the same way Zimbardo conducted it in our lifetime
as it would pose many highly highly unethical
problems such as the
matter of consent- the
experiment would also go against many human rights

Zimbardo explained the procedures of what was
expected by the guards as soon as they were placed
into the environment.
The 'prisoners' were made to wear dresses instead of
typical prison overalls, in response to this choice
Zimbardo stated “Real male prisoners don't wear
dresses,” Zimbardo explained, “but real male
prisoners, we have learned, do feel humiliated, do feel
emasculated, and we thought we could produce the
same effects very quickly by putting men in a dress
without any underclothes.”

Many of the prisoners human rights were deprived
and they were subjected to abuse that would have
scarred them for life; regardless of how much money
they received for taking part in the experiment.

This precisely planned experiment will live on in
history as a monumental step in sociological studies
and will continue to be taught in schools and
researched for decades to come.
Written by Ferdaous Boukhetala 12S

The experiment has made way for thriller films such as
The Stanford Prison Experiment released in 2015
which dramatised the events but was regardless a
reflection of what could have happened if Zimbardo
hadn't stopped the experiment.
However, although at first glance it may seem that
there were only very simple aspects given to shape the
experiment, further investigation proves this idea
wrong. Many of the prisoners were manipulated in the
way their roles were shown to be to them and the
environment itself supposedly had factors that
encouraged the behaviour-exhibited by the 'prison
guards'. From the start of the experiment, Zimbardo
aspired to present the participants the true experience
of living and working in a brutal and realistic prison
environment.
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Philip George Zimbardo (born March 23,
1933) is a psychologist and a professor
emeritus at Stanford University.
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Term Dates 2016-2017
N.B: All dates are correct at time of going to press. They are ALL subject to change.

2016/2017 Term Dates
SUMMER TERM 2017

First Half: Tuesday, 18th April Staff Inset Day
Wednesday , 19th April - Thursday , 20th July
May Day: Monday, 1st May
Half-term: Monday, 29th May – Friday, 2nd June
Second Half: Monday, 5th June – Thursday, 20th July

Key Dates Summer Term 2017
26th April—Year 10 Parents Evening
17th May—Year 9 Parents Evening
7th June—Year 7 Parents Evening
23rd June—Year 11 Prom
28th June—Year 7-11 Prize Giving Evening
30th June—Sixth Form Graduation

Bishop Douglass School
Hamilton Road,
London N2 0SQ
Tel: 020 8444 5211
Fax: 020 8444 0416
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