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A Summer Message
Ryan’s Ramblings….The Douglass Summer Term 2019
I remember writing “On Friday 24 June 2016 a major shift has just taken place in the life of our
country! Much will be said and much will be written over the next days, weeks and months. Only
the future will determine if the correct decision has been made. We will all see…later.” Little did
I know that today 25 June 2019 we really are not much further forward on our journey towards
Brexit.
Our year 13 sixth formers are moving on to further education and some moving on into the work
place. To all we can only say as we have said since year 7 - the Bishop Douglass community will
always be here for you when and should you need us. Of that you can be sure.
I have watched many of you grow up here since year 7. Many of you have come in over the years and some have joined
the sixth form. I know that embracing something new would have been harder for some but I firmly believe that all of
you who embraced the ethos of our community will be all the richer for it. I remember also at that time conducting the
funeral of a young 19-year-old lad from another school - a former pupil of a local catholic school!
How well I remember not being surprised at the overwhelming outpouring of grief I encountered from the several
hundred mourners. Many of the mourners were former classmates and school friends. The grief from the family was
tangible. It was raw! Nineteen years old! He went to a club with friends doing “what everyone does”, or so I was told,
and somewhere in the mix a tablet was taken – by the time the ambulance had arrived that heart, that 19 year old heart,
stopped! With that heart stopping so many other hearts were broken! There seems to be a notion: “It won’t happen to
me!” that somehow takes hold of some people who think themselves immune. Do you remember also at that time there
were reports about three twelve year olds who became very ill with the same or similar “ecstasy” tablets? As the old
song asks, “When will they ever learn, when will they ever learn?” It is a good question and I hope as we come to the
end of the journey for our own 18/19 year olds here at Bishop Douglass that they will have “learned” to say no, to help
each other see that there is another way to live and enjoy life. These days the terrible rise in knife crime is staggering! It
will not happen to me! It won’t happen to Bishop Douglass students because we know better, don’t we? Or, do we?
These are the choices we need to make. The right choices can empower us against all adversity. We build a safe
environment here in school because we love and care for all our community. If we take this love and care from here into
the wider community then we can live our school prayer more fully so that “everyone we meet is happier for the
meeting!”
At the end of another long and busy school year, we thank God for the graces bestowed on our school. I ask only that
each one of you behave in such a way that you remain safe and protected and that you
provide a safe environment for all those around you particularly your family and
friends. What is the price of a young life? Look after the lives you have received. You
know when it makes sense to “Say no”. School life teaches a way forward but the
choice of direction belongs to each of us and I can only offer you today as I offered
three years ago in those very troubled times the words of Robert Frost:
I shall be telling this with a sigh, somewhere ages and ages hence:
Two roads diverged in a wood, and I— I took the one less travelled by,
And that has made all the difference.

18

May the roads you take make a difference, to you and with all those with whom you
share the journey.
Every blessing to you and yours.
Fr. Kevin S.X.
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Headteachers Message
The frenetic pace of the school year has
continued unabated into July. We have
seen a very successful production of our
school play, Lord of the Flies. Last week,
the annual Bishop Douglass Fayre took
place. This was a very pleasant and wellattended event on a sunny afternoon,
which resulted in a profit of £2,300 that
will go towards our minibus fund. Many
thanks for the organisation of the event by
Ms Wejknis and the Parent Teacher
Association. These events followed hot
on the heels of our summer Creative Arts
showcase, where the audience enjoyed a
treat of drama, music, singing and
poetry. Sport days have seen our athletes
excel and last week we celebrated the 40th
anniversary of the ordination to the
priesthood of our chaplain, Father Kevin. We thank Father Kevin for his
ministry and his dedication not only to the school but to the
congregations he faithfully serves.

BTEC has taken a position of responsibility working in a specialist
pupil setting, Ms Merrett Head of Year 10, is returning to her native
Australia after 3 years in the UK. Ms Ahmed is relocating to outside
of London; Ms Kolodziejczyk is also looking to move outside
London. Dr Williams, a stalwart servant of the school for twenty-nine
years is retiring, but thankfully coming back to work part-time. Mr
Boys-Layton who has worked five years as a music technician at the
school has successfully completed his teacher training and will take up
a post in a neighbouring London school. After seven years dedicated
service, Ms Jankovic is moving on to a promotion in a special
educational needs setting. Ms Ingram is being seconded to our sister
school in Harrow. Thanks also to our teacher trainees, Ms Sorrentino,
Ms De Roche-Puckerin, Ms Afzal, Ms Shintaku and Mr Bangari in
their future teaching careers. Mr Nsubuga is also moving on from his
post in pupil support.

I write as Wider Horizons week is in full swing. During Wider Horizons
week, we give pupils opportunities to enrich their learning, to undertake
project work and to go on trips, either abroad or at home. Our older
students have finished their courses and year 10 students are on work
experience, allowing years 7, 8 and 9 to benefit from extra staff
attention. The school feels quieter and a little different because uniform
rules and the usual routines have been relaxed. Our Wider Horizons
tradition is a good fit for the new Ofsted regime that begins in
September. Inspections will henceforth place more emphasis on a more
general ‘quality of education’, rather than being narrowly focused on
examination results. We will continue at Bishop Douglass to ensure we
give students a broad education so that they can absorb and develop a
cultural capital, securing an advantage in an increasingly competitive
world of work.

Martin Tissot
Headteacher

May I take this opportunity to thank you for your support this year and
wish you all a safe and relaxing summer break. I look forward to
seeing all the pupils again in September, rested, properly attired, with
correct haircuts and shoes.
Yours sincerely

A message from Mrs Mclean-Boyd.

Dear Parents/Carers

Looking back over the school year, in October we excelled in our oneday Ofsted inspection, and have the promise of a two day section 5
inspection next academic year, where we hope to secure the ‘Outstanding
‘ judgement we think we deserve. We have rigorously addressed the key
issues for action and staff have gone ‘above and beyond’ to make sure
the outcomes for mathematics this year will match the high level of
achievement in the other areas of the school.

endeavours.

I thank students and staff for the way they have worked assiduously over
the year.
End of year examinations have only just finished and
preparations are being made to send home final grades of the
year. Early July, was Bishop Douglass prize-giving evening where we
celebrated the achievements of boys and girls who have made the top
effort and most progress across subjects and year groups. We were
reminded by Madam Mclean-Boyd that the optimal elements of student
success are dedication, perseverance with a family unit providing
pressure and support. We are of course very sad to be saying goodbye to
Madam Mclean-Boyd who has taken the decision to retire after 36 years
to education. We will miss Madam Mclean-Boyd’s wisdom, experience
and pastoral care for each and every student. We wish her a long and
happy retirement but no doubt, Madam Mclean-Boyd will return to help
us in a consultancy capacity. It is always sad at this time of year to say
goodbye to other members of staff who are moving on to promotions and
other opportunities. Mr Adum-Yeboah, Head of Business Studies and

It is with a tinge of regret that I write this,
my final letter as your Associate
Headteacher at Bishop Douglass School.
After 36 years’ service to Catholic
Education, I move onto pastures new but
feel that I need to express my personal
thanks to all, for your support over the past
nine years. I have enjoyed working with all
of you, parents, carers and children, and
wish you all the best for your future

‘Love one other as I have loved you’ John 13:34-35
Healthy, positive relationships with the needs of the child overriding all
are at the core 18
of everything we do. I know that the partnership
between home, the child and the school, which underpins the success of
our school and wellbeing of “our” children, will continue to flourish.
My aim has always been to serve you with humility, dedication and
integrity. I take away a host of fond memories, especially from my time
at Bishop Douglass. Good luck and God bless.
Mrs Mclean-Boyd.
Associate Headteacher
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From the Editor
Welcome to the summer edition of the Douglass. As this year ends, I can honestly say it
has been another demanding one with a huge focus on exams! GCSE, Btec, AS and A level
students have worked incredibly hard together with their teachers in the lead up to exams.
Bishop Douglass students are hugely aspirational for their futures and their achievement is
crucial to them. We wish all our students the very best of luck on results days. AS and A
level results will be available on Thursday 15th August. Year 13 students will be able to
collect their results from 9am, year 12 students from 10am. GCSE results will be available
on Thursday 22nd August from 10am. Students can enrol straight into the sixth form on
those days. We wait with baited breath in the hope that all the hard work will translate into
another set of excellent results this summer. Key stage 3 students have also worked
exceptionally hard in the lead up to their end of year exams and I commend all our students
on their positive work ethic.
There is, however, always time for a bit of fun at Bishop Douglass School! The week beginning 8 th July was
Wider Horizons week. Our years 7-9 and year 12 students have all taken part in some superb enrichment
activities. I was impressed with the vast array of activities on offer such as discovering the hidden treasures of
London; cognitive mindfulness; history re-enacted; creating video games; manga illustration and the list goes
on. There were two residential trips, a camping trip to Epping Forest and a trip to Lisbon.
Year 7 and year 12 students had their own discrete programmes and by the looks of it, much enjoyment and
extra-curricular learning went on for all our students. I was particularly impressed (maybe somewhat envious),
that the cognitive mindfulness group were fortunate enough to have a yoga class. What was equally impressive
was that the BD apprentice group were able to design their own chocolate box – chocolates included!
I hope you enjoy reading about all the engaging work and activities undertaken this past term in the Douglass. I
wish you all a peaceful and restful summer holiday!
Miss Wilkhu,
Assistant Headteacher,
Head of Sixth Form.
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Top left, meditation and mindfulness. Top
right, the Lisbon trip.
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RE - Catholic Life of the School
Friday morning masses continue to be well attended
and pupils are advised to get to mass early if they
wish to have a seat. Remember Mass start promptly
at 8:25am and all are welcome.
We are delighted to continue a moment for Jesus at
Tuesday lunchtimes and our Bible club on
Wednesday lunchtimes. These give pupils an
opportunity to develop their faith and are led by our
liturgical prefects.
As we celebrate our end of year mass, we would
like to take this opportunity to thank all pupils who
are involved in the liturgy, either through reading,
music or drama. We would also like to thank those
staff who continuously support the distinct Catholic
nature of our school and who generously give up their time to help facilitate extra-curricular activities such as
retreats
Pupils across key stage 3 have had the opportunity to explore their own faith and spirituality through retreats
provided by the RE department. We were delighted to be welcomed back to Provincial House by the Sisters of
the Daughters of Charity (pictured below).

Year 8 students were busy building
towers together out of newspapers to
develop
teambuilding
and
communication. They also prepared a
drama on conflict resolution through
peaceful means. Pupils discussed together
what friendship and being part of the
body of Christ looks like in our daily
lives. They participated in a meditation
and were able to reflect in the peaceful
chapel of the sisters.
Year 9 students reflected on their
relationships with others, those close to
them such as their friends and family, and
18
also those with whom they may be having
difficulty. Pupils were asked to consider
how these relationships impact their
emotional wellbeing. They also looked at
the qualities that make a healthy
relationship and considered what this might look like within the sacrament of marriage. We considered the
teachings of St. Paul through his letters on the topic of love and relationships.
5

RE
The RE department have been hard at work once again this term with Saturday
and holiday intervention for both key stage 4 and key stage 5 pupils. As we
undertook our exams with the new specification at both GCSE and A Level,
pupils felt well prepared and confident in their successes. We pray that results
continue to exceed expectations in RE.
Our year 10 pupils are currently studying Forms and Expressions of Religious
Life, a module which covers religious artwork and music as well as the design
and purpose of churches and sacred objects. One piece of religious art we have
studied is the Christ Pantocrator which shows the two natures of Christ as fully
human and fully divine – ask your child to explain this to you!
Our year 10 pupils attended the school’s parish, St. Mary’s, in order to encounter a variety of sacred objects and
observe the importance of church design for Catholics. We were delighted that Fr. Terry was able to help explain
the importance of these features to our pupils.
In preparation for the new GCSE, year 9 and 10 students have been hard at work studying Judaism and ensuring
their subject knowledge and understanding of Jewish beliefs are superb. Pupils have been eagerly studying the
nature of the Almighty, Shekhinah, The Messiah and the Messianic Age as well as the Covenant at Sinai and
with Abraham, the Sanctity of Life and Jewish beliefs about life after death. Pupils have enjoyed learning about
this rich and diverse religion and have been asking many thought provoking questions and engaging thoroughly
with the subject matter. Pupils have been advised to watch short clips on YouTube from Strictly Kosher and
Judaism 101 to help embed knowledge. Judaism is 25% of their overall GCSE and 50% for short-course
candidates in year 10.
Year 8 pupils have studied vocation in preparation for their retreat and were able to consider various ways in
which they can live out their calling in life. Following this they were able to study Hinduism which opened up
new perspectives on life, death and the afterlife as well as a number of exciting festivals and rituals. Year 8
students have been able to produce interesting projects and display work on
this topic. Year 8 have now moved on to the topic of sanctity of life and are
considering when life begins, whether life is important and purposeful.
They will have considered how this affects the lives of believers and nonbelievers.
In year 7 we have been able to study the Old Testament and a number of the
patriarchs. Pupils have considered the covenants between man and God and
what this means for believers today. Pupils have also studied the early
Church in Britain and the reformation and its impact on British society.

18 awards in RE at awards evening. We
Congratulations to all those who won
hope they will continue to work as diligently and enthusiastically as they
have been and continue to set a good example for others.
The RE department are once again leading a wider horizons group
exploring the secret treasures of London. Whilst the itinerary was not
explicitly religious we may have briefly stumbled across a few religious
gems!
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UCAS Preparation Days
As part of our progression programme, year 12 Level 3 students
plan their next steps beyond Bishop Douglass during our Wider
Horizons week.
On Tuesday 9th July we visited Reading University to give
students the experience of a campus university outside London to encourage them to widen their horizons in
terms of university location. Applicants should have an awareness of where their universities of choice are
located, so studying the UCAS map will be a valuable exercise for them! The widening participation team at the
university also gave students an excellent presentation on student finance issues at university, such as student
loan applications, fees and repayment advice. Students always find this presentation very helpful and reassuring.
On Wednesday 10th July, year 12 students received a presentation guiding them through the university
application process using the UCAS website. Charlotte Moore and Rakiya Abdulahi (ex-Bishop Douglass
students and now student ambassadors at the school) discussed the advantages of going to university and
answered questions. Students then started working on their personal statements, their opportunity to tell
universities about their skills and attributes. This is also a good opportunity to prepare for job, apprenticeship
and university applications.
The UCAS website gives excellent advice to parents for
them to understand and support their sons and daughters
through what is a lengthy process. By the time they
return in September the students of the sixth form should
have their personal statements ready to be scrutinised by
their subject teachers and their five universities of choice
ready for discussion with the sixth form staff team. The
UCAS website also has a very good section on
apprenticeships for those who wish to go down that route
rather than university.
We aim to have all the applications to Russell Group
universities ready to be sent off before October half term
then all other applications sent by the end of November. The sooner applications are sent off the sooner our
students receive their offers from their chosen universities so we encourage them all to be early birds!
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University Applications
87% of the current year 13s have applied for university this academic year, of which 20% have accepted
places at the prestigious Russell Group universities. We are pleased to report that Maedeh Pourhamdany has
accepted an offer from Girton College Cambridge to study Middle Eastern Studies with Chinese. Rino
Takeuchi has received an offer to study Mathematics at Manchester but has chosen to return to Japan for her
university study.
Isaac Abdulahi and Nima Hashemi have both received offers from St George’s Medical School to study
Biomedical Sciences. Tanisha Antonio, Natalie Gamage and Chelsea Javier have all accepted offers from
Southampton (Natalie, interestingly, for Ancient History). Julia Kneer has accepted an offer from
Nottingham for Computer Science. Soraya Arif has accepted an offer to study Law at Queen Mary’s London
and Caesar Obi has an offer from Warwick also for Law. Anjelica Vallejo has the offer of a place at UCL to
study Architecture.
Our students have also accepted offers from universities outside the Russell Group including City University
London, SOAS, Kent, Royal Holloway, Essex and Brunel.
Course choices, as ever, are wide ranging, from Accounting and Finance, Animation, Aerospace Engineering,
Computer Science with A.I. to Law, Philosophy and Politics, Music, Music Production, Nursing and Sports
Therapy and Rehabilitation.
We wish all of our students every success and look forward to celebrating with them on A level results day,
Thursday August 15th. Year 13 students can collect their results from the main hall between 9-12pm.

Year 13 Leavers Mass
We said a fond farewell to our year 13 students with a special leavers mass said for them on Friday 25th
May. They then enjoyed a pizza lunch on a gloriously sunny day in the gardens. We wish them every
success for the future!
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KPMG visit Year 12

On Monday 8th July, volunteers
from KPMG visited the year 12
students.

They ran workshops on how to
write CVs, interview skills, team
18
building, routes into KPMG and
routes into apprenticeships.
On the whole, it was
a very successful
and enjoyable day
for all.

9

Sixth Form Summer Ball
The sixth formers celebrated the end of their exams with a summer ball held at school. The event took place on
Thursday 27th June and all our sixth formers looked amazing! The red carpet was laid out for them, they had
dressed up to the nines, they enjoyed music played by guest DJs and were catered for by a local company. The
atmosphere was electric!
The evening ended with the announcement of some special awards such as Prom King and Prom Queen
(pictured below), best dressed and best dancer. We wish the best of luck to all our sixth formers for results day
on August 15th!
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Here are a few photos from the night. Everybody looked amazing! Prom King and Prom Queen pictured bottom left: Nima Hashemi
13A and Elizabeth Salawu-Erih 13C.
10

Year 11 Prom
After a long and stressful four weeks completing their GCSE exams, the year 11 cohort celebrated the hard
work and successes of this year at the year 11 prom. The prom started with a ceremony at school giving thanks
and gratitude to each form.
Students looked incredible as they arrived in their glamourous dresses and suave suits. Following the ceremony
at school the pupils headed towards the Thames with a party boat ready to carry on the celebrations. The pupils
were defiant in letting the weather spoil the celebrations as they rocked the Thames.
A great time was had by all and I am sure that the students will have made the most of not having early morning
revision the next day. We look forward to results day in August where students can celebrate receiving their
outstanding results. Year 11 students can collect their results on Thursday 22nd August in the main hall from 10
-12pm. Here are some photos of year 11 students looking spectacular on the night!
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Duke of Edinburgh
In June year 9 and 10 students completed their two day assessed expedition for the Duke of Edinburgh Award in
the Chiltern Hills near Ivinghoe. Despite many challenges, including the year 9 expedition taking place over the
hottest days of the year, all staff and students made it back home in one piece. Well done to all of the students
who participated! Names in the tables below.

Year 9 Students
Iuliana Adamowix

9 Campion

Emily Chow

9 Fisher

Tara Dev

9 All Saints

Joshua Pakiyaseelan

9 Fisher

Monty Rayner

9 Campion

Kuba Rebizant

9 Fisher

Suzy Skowronski

9 All Saints

Luca Torretto De Melo

9 Campion

Raluca-Elena Cozma

9 Campion

Toni Rose Gomez

9 Campion

Kacper Kbachor

9 All Saints

Robert Amarie

9 More

J.J. Lamoso-Marchena

9 Campion

Iona Ogunnimo

9 All Saints

Louisa Papapetrou

9 All Saints

Eloise Parkin

9 All Saints

Anuk Weerawardana

9 All Saints

Malgorzata Wilk

9 All Saints

Ilea Dehghan

9 All Saints

Gabriella Dzienis

9 All Saints

Victoria Kus

9 All Saints

Zakaria Nakmouch

9 All Saints

Year 10 Students

Reg. group

Mariam Amin Sadek

9 Ward

Sebastian Burrows-Davila

9 Campion

Paul Cusack

9 Campion

Chipego Kalebwe

9 More

Christelle Larnyoh

9 Fisher

Atoyah Moore-Dingwall

9 Fisher

Philip Rai
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9 Fisher

Arshia Sadighnoohi

9 Fisher

Marwa Talsi Acharradi

9 Ward

Rishabh Tiwari

9 Campion

Alexandra Walczak

9 Campion

Nathan Whitbread

9 Campion

Stella Win

9 Campion
12

Creative Arts Evening
This term saw the return of the now established Creative Arts Evening.
Over 70 students from across the school came together to present an evening of music, dance routines, art
exhibitions, plays and poetry recitals. Supported by an audience of parents, students, staff and governors,
students excelled.
A no-nonsense performance of Double Talk by the year 9 GCSE music class opened the evening. Other stand out
performances include a brilliant cello recital by Nela Lorenc (7C), an energetic double dose of dance routines cochoreographed by Ms McCrone and Gosia Wilk (9A) and a superb double-dose of live band. The Bishop
Douglass drama department once again excelled in preparing a refined scene from the hit play Emilia.
For the first time, Modern Foreign Languages got in on the act! A colourful and energetic Latin showcase saw
students from year 10 present a number of songs and dances.
The evening finished with a rousing medley of songs performed by the whole school choir.
Congratulations to all students and staff who supported the event. Below are just a few pictures of some
performers on the night.
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Sir Professor Mark Caulfield
Leading genomics expert awarded knighthood in the Queen’s
birthday honours.
We are delighted to announce that a past pupil of Bishop Douglass was honoured in the Queen’s birthday
Honours list of June 2019.
Mark Caulfield is the son of our founder Headteacher, Michael Caulfield and the Science block is named after
him. He was a popular Head Boy when he was at school. Mark graduated in Medicine in 1984 from the
London Hospital Medical College and trained in Clinical Pharmacology at St Bartholomew’s Hospital where
he developed a research programme in molecular genetics of hypertension and translational clinical research.
Over the next 20 years, his work led to many prestigious research prizes in the heart pharmacology field,
before he extended his expertise into the new area genetics, working on DNA sequencing of children with
rare diseases.
In 2013 he was appointed Chief Scientist for Genomics England, charged with delivery of the 100,000
Genomes Project on whole genome sequencing in rare disease, cancer and infection. As chief scientist Mark
Caulfield leads on all scientific activities for Genomics England. He engages with NHS scientific teams and
the general public to promote, explain and enthuse about the 100,000 Genomes Project. He also oversees a
coalition of 2500 researchers which comprise the Genomics England Clinical Interpretation Partnership.

Professor Caulfield was the academic lead for the creation of the Barts Heart Centre, bringing three hospitals
together in 2015 to create the UK’s largest heart centre.
In 2013 he became an NIHR Senior Investigator and was appointed Chief Scientist for Genomics England
where he has led the scientific strategy and delivery of the 100,000 Genomes Project, which sequenced the
100,000th genome on 5 December 2018.
Professor Mark Caulfield said:
“I have been incredibly lucky to stand amongst and alongside giants from our NHS, Genomics England, our
universities, the government, our funders and most importantly, our participants. Together they helped me to
transform genomics in healthcare. Their commitment,
generosity, and trust has made our nation the world leader in
the application of genomic medicine in the NHS. I am deeply
honoured and thank every one of those who made this
possible”.
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Written by Dr Williams.
More details and references:
https://www.qmul.ac.uk/whri/people/academic-staff/items/
caulfieldmark.html
https://www.genomicsengland.co.uk/prof-mark-caulfieldknighthood/
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Awards Evening
On Wednesday 3rd July we celebrated the achievements of students across the school at our annual Celebration
Evening. Students from year 7 to 13 collected awards for their achievement, nominated by departments and for
endeavour, nominated by heads of year. We were joined by our governors, who presented the awards. Well done
to all our students who received an award!
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Wider Horizons
The week beginning 8th July was Wider Horizons week at Bishop Douglass school. Students opted in to a
wide range of exciting activities such as: discovering the hidden treasures of London; cognitive mindfulness;
history re-enacted; creating video games; manga illustration and the list goes on. There were two residential
trips, a camping trip to Epping Forest and a trip to Lisbon.

The cognitive mindfulness group (above) were visited
by a cognitive therapist to learn about stress
management, they learnt about mindful gardening,
they had a yoga class and had a class on mindful
cooking.

The Lisbon group (above) explored
various aspects of the city in glorious
sunshine!

The BD Apprentice crew (below) designed their own chocolate brand. They visited local supermarkets to see
other established brands and used them for their products. Also, they visited The Museum of Brands and
completed two workshops to acquire inspiration and develop skills in graphic design and packaging and brand
evolution. The students designed their own logos and packaging and created their own boxes of chocolate.
Finally, to show off their products, the students created their own adverts by acting and developing
their technological skills in editing their own adverts.
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Art and Design
Here are some excellent examples of art work produced by students over the last term.
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Art and Design
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Art and Design
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Art and Design
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Art and Design

Below—the sixth form art exhibition
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Business Studies
The year 13 BTEC Business Studies class participated in interview role plays to gain a better insight into
the recruitment industry. They played the roles of interviewees and interviewers and reflected on their
own individual strengths and weaknesses to prepare for the world of work in the near future.

McDonald’s Challenge
The year 9 classes took part in a McDonald’s challenge, where students considered the various
aspects of running a business and considered how it can contribute to the local community. The year
9 students created their own new business opportunities and showed how they will benefit from
supporting a local community need or good cause. They communicated their ideas in a written
business plan and presented this to year 9 classes this term.
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Chess
This year we have had additional help in running the chess club from a few of our sixth form pupils and it has
been a pleasure to see pupils from different years mixing with a shared interest and helping each other to improve.
In early September the English Chess Federation start the year with a secondary schools chess tournament held at
Eton College and some of this year’s chess club members are keen to enter a team from the School. We need to
find at least six players ideally who would welcome the chance to experience playing as a team in a large
tournament. The event has been growing in popularity over the past 5 years and last year attracted 48 teams from
37 Schools throughout the country.

More details of past events can be found at https://www.englishchess.org.uk/Juniors/ssrs/.
In addition to playing a wide variety of opponents, tactics and endgame studies continue to offer variety for
improving skills. Here are a couple of more examples of recent studies we have looked at within the club.

Study for 17-05-19

Study for 14-06-19
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Description… Whites move
Black has just advanced pawn
a6 to a5.How should white continue?

Description… Black is in check!
After Black plays Nxd7 how can
white finish the game quickly?
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Drama

The Lord of the Flies
School Production
The Lord of the Flies school production was a massive
success! It was a phenomenal achievement and brilliant
production, especially being the first school production
the school has put on in years! Congratulations to the
pupils for their hard work rehearsing and performing, and
supporting the direction and tech of the production.
Thanks also to the Art Department and to all the teachers
who supported on the evening and running up to the night.
Well done to Madam McCrone for managing and
directing the show so well! Madam McCrone and Madam
Gibb would like to thank YOU the parents and audience
who supported the show!
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We were privileged to work with the National
Theatre this term! The A Level Drama cohort were
mentored by playwright Jennifer Farmer. They
wrote their own play based on a time-travelling,
shape-shifting female —well done to them for their
creativity and interesting work!
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Drama
Creative Arts Evening,
and Liturgies

Celebration Evening

Did you see one of the above events? The Drama
and Dance presentations in them were spectacular!
Creative Arts Evening showcased Dance Club at
their best! It also had year 10s performing scenes
from Emilia, a recent West End show based on a
real life character called Emilia Bassano who wrote
at the same time as Shakespeare. Celebration
Evening included a scene from Berkoff’s
Metamorphosis performed by year 9s, who wowed
the audience with their movement and skills.
Finally, we had year 10s present a piece in
Liturgies that supported the end of year service
perfectly. Well done to all!

What a term our school has had in Drama! The year 7 and year 8 classes stunned Madam Gibb and
Madam McCrone with their creative interpretations and written work on Blood Brothers and Mobile
Phone Show. The year 9s devised their own excellent pieces based on fairy tales, following on from
their lovely performances of scripted pieces. The year 10s have had their first GCSE performance,
showcasing their original devised pieces on the theme of ‘tackling loneliness’. Some year 10s also
went to see the play Small Island at the National Theatre, which they described as ‘magnificent’ and
said ‘ it showed me my worth’. Finally, we have bid a fond farewell to the year 11s and year 13s.
Well done to them for completing their qualifications and all the best to them as they take their next
steps! Make sure you all keep up Drama!
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We are pleased to announce that year 8 Drama student Benjamin Mahboobian in 8M was selected for
a Jack Petchey Award! Congratulations to him! Benjamin will be joining other students in his year
group on a theatre trip next year as a result, to boost the year groups experience of live theatre which
they study at GCSE. Exciting stuff!
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English
A thoughtful and profound piece about the ravages we are
causing to the environment, by Ali Pasha Deghani 11M
It’s the end of our home, by US – the people.
Let me introduce you to our shared yet self-made problem - the earth is
suffocating. And no, I’m not exaggerating this, I’m saying it in a literal sense.
Our home, the earth, (let me remind you that it’s the only one we have), is
under attack. By us. We are releasing tons of toxic waste into the atmosphere.
My question is – “For what?”. Our pleasure shouldn’t – no – mustn’t derive
from the sacrifice of the most beautiful place that exists. Call me an optimist
but I don’t want the future generations to be born into a childhood of gas masks
and oxygen chambers and yes, I am an optimist for thinking even this because
if we progress in such a way as a species our total obliteration will be destined.
Our childhood book. I remember my picture book vividly. The nostalgia is almost overwhelming; the detailed
pictures of lions and rhinos used to fascinate me. Those white rhinos that I loved looking at especially as a child!
That majestic horn and thick white skin with a texture like no other. It seemed to be the literal personification of
a heavenly beast. Seventeen years later and I read the newspaper headlines - the inevitable but unthinkable had
occurred – the last white rhino had passed away. We had driven a species that has lived on our planet since the
dawn of time out of existence. For what? A superstitious belief that it will improve libido? How pathetic.
When are we going to learn, as humans, that preserving life in all its forms is the only “rule” we must adhere to?
Let me address the elephant in the room (oh, sorry, they’re all extinct!). Our lust for wealth and other superficial
and meaningless nonsense has led to precious species being slaughtered. In World War II, when Hitler declared
war on all Jews, as humans we came together to protect a beautiful culture. Although we won, six million
Jewish people were murdered – yes, we were late to the rescue.
As of right now we are under the influence as humans. “Of what?”, you may ask. Two words, social media. Like
an overdose of drugs or alcohol, social media blinds us to the problems we are actually undergoing, hiding it all
in a haze of camera filters and glamour. Instead of seeing animals being slaughtered or abused, all we are seeing
is Kanye’s new car. Just because the voiceless cannot express their plight, it does not mean that we should
exploit and ignore it. It is a sad and tragic state of affairs.
Let us be under no illusion: humanity is in the grip of a terrible disease. In
1956 Nobel prize-winner William Golding, when writing his seminal work
“Lord of the Flies” called this “The terrible disease of being human”.18And
now, as then, it is indeed an insidious, megalomaniacal, hubristic disease that
will only end when we have killed the very last elephant on a planet earth,
our so-called home.
Ali Pasha – 11M
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English
Planet Earth: Do we really deserve it?
The planet Earth: we call it our home, our own space. Seven continents with
different weathers, different time zones. Such extravagance; it makes me
wonder, “Do we really deserve it?”. Everything we need, the earth provides,
in surplus amounts. But what do we do? Act like the simple-minded,
inconsiderate humans we are and destroy it. Sometimes, I believe even the
animals would have had it far better without us. Always taking, stripping
our lady earth of her rights but providing nothing in return. Our damnation
has already begun.
Looking back not even that long ago to the year 2000, the only thing the
world could worry about was China’s warning on its over-population
problem or the common “donate-a-pound-and-save-a-child” campaign on
CNN (it barely even helps the children). People partook in their two hour
walks and appreciated connection with each other as their faces were not
always buried in a 12x25cm black screen that someone could control them from. Fast forward two decades and
we seemed to learn nothing. What a pity we are at this moment. I doubt there will be a solution any time soon.
Each day, we get closer to a social homicide and are oblivious to the fact that we are causing it. We, the Z
generation and our increasing demand on gas one day, something equally harmful the next. This is far from
progress: by my definition, we are the push factor to our own early burials and are disguising this as “just a little
fun” or with acronyms like “Y.O.L.O”. I really feel like I never belonged in this God-forsaken generation of
ours.
Truthfully speaking, I am not a saint in all of this, but I know that there are times when I could have done far
better and acted like the Eco-warrior I am, but what was the problem? My unfortunate tendency to adapt to what
I see around me, that’s what. How am I expected to save the planet if my year-older cousin can barely be
bothered to walk 5m to the bin and throw away his 6th Fanta can? The world is inevitably dying and right now,
we have started a chain reaction that cannot be stopped and at best can be slowed.
And it’s not just we, the “master generation” who suffer from this
stupidity. What about the blameless animals who do not comprehend
how this damage is being wrought? Each dawning day comes with a
new report about a creature’s extinction – today, a great whale,
tomorrow another sea creature will be the casualty of our careless
toxic spills. If that’s not enough, the magnificent birds who had to
migrate to whole new continents just because of our insatiable
appetites for tissue paper! It beggars belief: we’ve traded in wild birds 18
for long sheets of white paper.
So the world is ending because of us and only we can save ourselves
now. The world is in our hands: I hope we don’t drop it.
James Musa – 11M
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English
A Midsummer Night's Dream
Having studied and become fascinated by William Shakespeare's play A Midsummer Night's Dream, over
40 selected students from 7Campion and 7Ward were immersed in the world of magic and comedy at the Bridge
Theatre on Thursday 13th June. Ms de Roche, Ms Gant, Ms McCrone, and Ms Shintaku accompanied them.
Many members of the public complimented us on the student’s exemplary behaviour on the London
Underground and at the theatre itself.
It was a thrilling experience for all, as the students braced themselves for a play where mischievous fairies trick
unsuspecting mortals to fall in love with the wrong person. Acrobatics, aerial stunts, dazzling costumes and
audience participation made the performance one that will surely be in the students' minds for a long time.
Here are some of the reviews by students:
Aidan Souza (7W)
I liked the actors... I liked when they started fighting! And I liked the play within the play. I also liked the
teachers for being kind and taking us on the trip (although I hated standing up the whole time).
Iroha Murakami (7C)
I could understand the Shakespearean English because we annotated and translated it in lesson. My favourite
character was Helena because when her feelings changed after Lysander began to love her, she changed her
behaviour to Hermia successfully.

Manuel Pinto (7C)
The play was incredible. One of my favourite things that they did was they switched so instead of Titania falling
in love with Bottom, Oberon did and it made it much funnier and surprised everyone. This modern twist on
Shakespeare opened all our minds to how a play can be changed and celebrated Pride month. The interactive
aspect of the play made it feel as if the audience were responsible for what would happen.
Marua Ali (7W)
I liked that in the end it was really interesting because the actors were dancing with the audience. I liked that the
actor who played Nick Bottom was really funny – he was like a ninja. I found the trip interesting and it was
really fun and I hope we go on another trip!
Nathaniel De Guzman (7C)
My favourite character had to be the man who played Oberon/Theseus. His acting of falling in love with Nick
Bottom was incredibly hilarious that it had me in stitches. He exaggerated his movements allowing the audience
to laugh and enjoy.
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Nirmine Bami (7W)
(Translated from Italian)Talking about the trip, I liked it a lot because I had so much fun and the place was
fantastic, the theater was perfect. The actors played very, very well. We had to stand which was a bit
uncomfortable but this trip was perfect for me.
Rhasharn Burrell (7W)
I really enjoyed the play. I got to dance with a fairy! It was better than the Lion King Musical.
(Photos on the next page)
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English
The English students enjoyed their trip to see
a Midsummers Nights Dream at the Bridge
Theatre.
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Humanities
Cromwell - warts and all!
On 26th June, the year 12 history class visited the Cromwell Museum in Huntingdon. The museum is housed in
Oliver Cromwell's old school and was the second visit for Bishop Douglass to this site this year. The museum
offers a unique opportunity for students to immerse themselves in the life of one of British history's most
controversial characters. Whilst the museum is dedicated to Cromwell, it puts forward a balanced perspective on
his life and achievements.
Following the Cromwell Museum, we then visited the English Heritage property at Audley End in Saffron
Waldron. This is the functioning remains of a Jacobean mansion that was visited by Stuart kings during the 17th
century. It provided an amazing contrast to the life that Cromwell knew not so far away!

18

Pictured above: Audley House. Top right, the school minibus pulling up to the museum. Top left, Oliver
Cromwell of course!
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Humanities
On 25th June 2019, Madam Markantonis and I travelled to Auschwitz as part of the Holocaust
Educational Trust’s ‘Lessons from Auschwitz” programme. The Holocaust Educational Trust run
two kinds of trips: one which takes two students from a school, and one which takes two
teachers. This time was the turn of the teachers in order to learn how best to teach this important
and harrowing subject.
In order to attend the trip, we had to attend an introductory seminar on Sunday 23rd June, which
informed us of our itinerary, the rationale and intentions of the Trust. This was attempt to prepare
us for the trip. Following a 6:30am (!), meet at the airport we flew into Krakow before making our way to the
most infamous site of the Holocaust. As a History teacher, and an educator of future leaders, I believe it is
absolutely imperative that teachers understand the scale and impact tof the Holocaust and are able to
communicate that learning effectively to the next generation.
Madame Lewinton

Geography volcano work
The year 7s, worked hard on their volcano projects over the May half
term break, and what they produced massively impressed the
Geography department. Students made sure that their volcanoes were
geographically correct, explosive and creative. This criteria formed
the basis of what they were judged against. The competition was
fierce and we received many high level volcanoes. The year 7s
dedication and passion for the topic could be seen in what they
produced and the judges had a hard time in deciding the winners.
The volcano, which captivated the hearts and stomachs of all the
teachers, was Michal Jarecki’s 7C chocolate
volcano cake (pictured left). Well done Year
7!
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Languages
Here are some wonderful examples of student work in Spanish. Alexandra Walczak 10C wrote a very impressive
piece about her family and relationships, summarising everything the class have learnt this year.
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Languages

Shreya Balamurugan 9C made a CV in Spanish showing the differences between an English and Spanish CV.
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Maths
UKMT - MATHS CHALLENGE
The Maths department participatesd in the prestigious Mathematics competition organised by the UKMT (UK
Mathematics Trust). The UKMT is a charity which organises national mathematics competitions and other mathematical enrichment activities for 11-18 year old pupils in the UK. Pupils in years 7 and 8 have recently sat the
Junior Challenge and we are pleased to announce the following successes:

Year

Name

Award

Iroha Murakami

Gold; Best in Year

Brennel Manuel

Silver

Denys Semenchuk

Silver

Karim Abdulatif

Bronze

Denis Vavilin

Bronze

Nela Lorenc

Bronze

Gwenn Bulatao

Bronze

Tatsuki Terazawa

Gold; Best in Year; Best in School

Julian Koide

Gold

Calum Hendry

Gold

Kevin Rishi

Silver

Idowu Ajao

Silver

Kimi Bazgan

Silver

Joan Pau Jaen Mendoza

Bronze

Jeric Mugambe

Bronze

Angelo Distor

Bronze

Shakira Allen Vassell

Bronze

Ryan Pashaee

Bronze

Arwen Valeza

Bronze

Kimia Hashemipour

Bronze

Aryan Moothien

Bronze

7

8
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Maths
UKMT - MATHS CHALLENGE
A fantastic achievement for all our pupils, especially considering that only 40% of the top-scoring performers in
the challenge receive bronze, silver and gold certificates in the ratio 3:2:1.
Well done to all those who took part!

See if you can solve the question below from this year’s junior challenge:
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PE
Barnet year 8 5 a side champions
A sense of occasion filled the air at Barnet Power League for the 5-aside tournament in which the Bishop
Douglass year 8 team participated.
The 5-aside game requires a different type of football compared to its 11 aside counterpart. An emphasis on
technical skill and astute defending offers a fast paced and exciting form of football.
The year 8’s were prepared, focused and well trained. They came to the tournament with great ambition, which
is echoed and instilled across all BD teams. The squad showed spirit and maturity and exhibited it on the pitch.
The football played was sensational. One touch passing, technical dribbling, speed and movement. The boys
even drew in a crowd as word got around about the style and panache on display.
Team Captain Zion Okai-Mensah 8F had this to say, “So proud to be part of this team, we felt good out there
and our preparations and hard work paid off. It’s fantastic to have a winner’s medal and I cannot wait to receive
it at assembly on Thursday”.
A fantastic tournament for Bishop Douglass and another win playing the BD way.
Year 9 5 a side champions
The pressure was already on for the Year 9 5-aside football team, as their fellow peers in Year 8 had won the
tournament the previous week but also because of the high standards they displayed themselves last year at the
tournament.
After a very slow start of scraping their first win 1-0 the boys didn't
allow any negativity to creep in and found their gears by destroying
teams with a 4/5 goal surplus score line.
The boys were focused to keep on improving their performances,
with them asking questions on how to better themselves instead of
celebrating their wins in between games.
In 8 matches they had averaged 4 goals per game with them only
conceding an outstanding 2 goals for the whole tournament!
It was a sheer delight to see them all play such explosive football
with them finding their feet and coming right out of the blocks to
become Barnet's year 9 undefeated 5-aside champions!
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PE
On the 17th of June 2019, the Bishop Douglass rounders team went to a tournament held at
Copthall. The team was only able to play against two schools since multiple schools
dropped out of the tournament at the last minute.
We played a couple of practice rounds against Whitefield High school before starting the
tournament with our first opponent, Copthall High School. Copthall ended up winning a
final score of 8-2 as their techniques were outstanding and they had a couple of more
players in their team than we had. Our next opponent was Compton High School. By the
time the last whistle blew, Compton won a final score of 6-3 1/2. The main reason for our
multiple defeats against these schools were the number of players we had on our team. Our
team only had nine players whereas the other schools had at least 12 or more players.
By Eliza-Louise Ledesma 8C

Science
Learning is always easier and more fun in the open air,
especially when we are learning about plants and animals in
unusual environments! The year 12 AS Biology group had
another wonderful week at Flatford Mill Field centre in
Suffolk.
After a session in woodland, the students spent a happy
morning scrambling over a rocky shore, trying not to slip over
on the seaweed, whilst looking out for periwinkles and crabs.
The teachers had the time to find several fossilised shark teeth
in the gravel along the beach wall- a mere 450 million year
old! (pictured right).
The salt marsh day involves identifying a whole range of new
plants from Salicornia (glasswort) to sea holly, and again
trying not to slip over- this time in rather smelly mud!
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Everyone had a great time and we have learnt LOADS.
Many thanks Flatford Mill (pictured right), and thanks too to the
school for giving us the chance to go.
Written by the year 12 Biology class.
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Science

Eco schools- our new venture
All this year it seems that the threat of
climate change has not been out of the
news, with programmes from David
Attenborough on the dangers of plastic
waste and the school strikes initiated by
Greta Thunberg. So it was not a surprise
that there has been a huge student and staff
response to the idea of making Bishop
Douglass an Eco-school.
WHAT IS IT?
The eco-committee is composed of 20
committed students from all year groups
along with 10 staff. They have carried out an
environmental audit of 10 areas of school
life and have now decided on 3 main
priorities:
Reducing WASTE and increasing
RECYCLING
 Improving the BIODIVERSITY of
our school
 Increasing awareness of WATER
usage


We look forward to involving all the
school in this venture. We have already
started by extending our growing area
behind the science block to produce more
fruit and vegetables.
Eco-coordinator Dr Williams
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Sociology
The year 9 Sociology class are well on their way to mastering GCSE
level content and acquiring key sociological skills. Within this article,
two members of the class describe their learning this year.
We are year 9 students who chose to take sociology as one of our
options. The GCSE Sociology scheme for year 9’s has been
enjoyable for all the students that chose to take the subject. We have
all come together this academic year to learn and understand the
subject. For those who do not know what sociology is, it is the study
of our society. It is an interesting subject that is enjoyable for
everybody. Over the course of the year, we have gained knowledge
that we did not know or understand before.
We started the year off by learning about the Family. This included different sociologists’ views about the family
– functionalist, Marxist, feminist and new right. We learned that the functionalists believe that the parents of a
nuclear family should provide the four main functions – reproduction, economic, shelter and nurture. The
feminists believe that families limit female roles – women tend to take over housework and caring roles. The year
9 topic on family we found to be an interesting topic that is on the scheme. This is due to the topic going into
depth about the purpose of the families and we learnt about the different theories.
We then moved onto the topic of data collecting. This included the different types of ways to collect data when
doing an investigation or an observation. We learned the ways that sociologists collect their data. There are two
main ways to collect data. First-hand, which is collecting the data by yourself and second-hand data, which is
using someone else’s data that they have collected. We learned that there are many ways to collect data. For
example, questionnaires, structured interviews and unstructured interviews. The structured interviews are set
questions that the interviewer would ask to the group. They are set questions for the interviewer to ask – they do
not have to make the questions up as they go. Unstructured interviews are interviews where the interviewer makes
up the questions on the spot. During this topic we learnt about the advantages and disadvantages of these
interviews.
Next we learnt about education and achievement. Within this topic, we go into depth about how teachers label the
students in different ways and how these affect students’ achievements in their tests. During this topic we learn
the two main factors of students’ underachievement. They are material factors, such as lack of money and
resources, and cultural factors, such as norms and values around education.
Our final topic for the year was crime which was definitely the most enjoyable. This was due to learning about a
new topic that people were interested in. Additionally, throughout this topic on crime we have learnt the layout of
different courts and what typical court cases would come up in each court room. We especially loved learning
about these courts as it is a sub-topic within sociology that is relevant to18
us as citizens.
For us and our class this has been an enjoyable year of learning about new topics to do with our society. We have
enjoyed learning how our society works. We are all looking forward to next year when we will continue to study
sub-topics and learn more about our society.
By Alison Loaiza Morales 9F and Alexandra Warrington 9M.
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Term Dates 2019-2020
N.B: All dates are correct at time of going to press. They are ALL subject to change.

2019/2020 Term Dates
AUTUMN TERM 2019
(See Key dates below for pupil start dates)
First Half:
Wednesday, 4 September – Friday, 18 October
Half-term:
Monday, 21 October – Friday, 25 October
Second Half: Monday, 28 October – Thursday, 19 December
SPRING TERM 2020
First Half:
Monday, 6 January – Friday, 14 February
Half-term:
Monday, 17 February – Friday, 21 February
Second Half: Monday, 24 February – Friday, 3 April
(Easter weekend 10 April – 13 April)
SUMMER TERM 2020
First Half:
Monday, 20 April – Friday, 22 May
May Day:
Friday, 8 May
Half-term:
Monday, 25 May – Friday, 29 May
Second Half: Monday, 1 June – Friday, 17 July
Key Dates Autumn Term 2019

Tuesday, 3 Sept
Wednesday, 4 Sept
Thursday, 5 Sept
Friday, 6 Sept
Monday, 9 Sep

Inset Day (Pupils not in school)
Year 7 start and 6th form enrolment
Year 7 and 6th form induction
Years 7 – 11 in school
Whole School

4th September - Year 7 Enrolment Mass
9th September -Year 13 Up the Ante Evening
11th September -Year 11 Up the Ante Evening
18th September -Year 7 Parent Information Evening
18th October - Inset Day (school closed to pupils)
13th November -Year 11 into 6th Form Evening
2nd December - Inset Day (school closed to pupils)
11th December - Carol Service

Bishop Douglass School
Hamilton Road,
London N2 0SQ
Tel: 020 8444 5211
Fax: 020 8444 0416
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